
NFR 1989-2019: Women Directors 

Film Title (Year) Director 

1. Antonia: A Portrait of the Woman (1974) Jill Godmilow 

2. Atomic Cafe, The (1982) Jayne Loader 

3. Before Stonewall (1984) Greta Schiller 

4. Boys Don’t Cry (1999) Kimberly Peirce 

5. Buffalo Creek Flood: An Act of Man (1975) Mimi Pickering 

6. Cologne: From the Diary of Ray and Esther (1939) Esther Dowidat 

7. Commandment Keepers Church (1940) Zora Neale Hurston 

8. Cool World, The (1963) Shirley Clarke 

9. Curse of Quon Gwon, The (1916-17) Marion Wong 

10. Dance, Girl, Dance (1940) Dorothy Arzner 

11. Daughters of the Dust (1991) Julie Dash 

12. Decline of Western Civilization, The (1981) Penelope Spheeris 

13. Drums of Winter (aka Uksuum Cauyai) (1988) Sarah Elder (co-dir) 

14. Eadweard Muybridge, Zoopraxographer (1974) Fay Anderson 

15. Eve’s Bayou (1997) Kasi Lemmons 

16. Fake Fruit Factory (1986) Chick Strand 

17. Fast Times at Ridgemont High (1982) Amy Heckerling 

18. Forgotten Frontier, The (1931) M. Breckinridge 

19. Frank Film (1973) Caroline Mouris 

20. Girlfriends (1978) Claudia Weill 

21. Glimpse of the Garden (1957) Marie Menken 

22. Grey Gardens (1976) Ellen Hovde & Muffie Meyer 

23. Growing Up Female (1971) Julia Reichert 

24. Hair Piece (1984) Ayoka Chenzira 

25. Harlan County, U.S.A. (1976) Barbara Kopple 

26. Hester Street (1975) Joan Micklin Silver 

27. Hitch-Hiker, The (1953) Ida Lupino 

28. Hole, The (1963) Faith Hubley (co-dir) 

29. I am Somebody (1970) Madeline Anderson 

30. In the Street (1948) Helen Levitt 

31. Inner World of Aphasia (1968) Naomi Feil 

32. League of Their Own, A (1992) Penny Marshall 

33. Life and Times of Rosie the Riveter, The (1980) Connie Field 

34. Little Fugitive, The (1953) Ruth Orkin 

35. Lives of Performers (1972) Yvonne Rainer 

36. Mabel’s Blunder (1914) Mabel Normand 

37. Matrimony’s Speed Limit (1913) Alice Guy-Blache 

38. Meshes of the Afternoon (1943) Maya Deren 

39. Moon Breath Beat (1980) Lisze Bechtold 

40. My Name is Oona (1970) Gunvor Nelson  

41. Navajo Films Themselves: A Navajo Weaver (1966) Susie Bennally 

42. Navajo Films Themselves: Second Weaver (1966) Susie Bennally 



43. Navajo Films Themselves: Spirit of Navajos (1966) Mary J. Tsosie 

44. Navajo Films Themselves: Spirit of Navajos (1966) Maxine Tsosie 

45. New Leaf, A (1971) Elaine May 

46. Paris Is Burning (1990) Jennie Livingston 

47. Portrait of Jason (1967) Shirley Clarke 

48. Quasi at the Quackadero (1975) Sally Cruikshank 

49. Real Women Have Curves (2002) Patricia Cardoso 

50. Red Book, The (1994) Janie Geiser 

51. Salesman (1968) Charlotte Zwerin 

52. Samsara: Death and Rebirth in Cambodia (1990) Ellen Bruno 

53. Scratch and Crow (1995) Helen Hill 

54. Shoes (1916) Lois Weber 

55. Sink or Swim (1990) Su Friedrich 

56. Study in Reds, A (1932) Miriam Bennett 

57. Suzanne, Suzanne (1982) Camille Billops 

58. Tarantella (1940)  Mary Ellen Bute 

59. Thelonious Monk: Straight, No Chaser (1988) Charlottte Zwerin 

60. Time for Burning, A (1966) Barbara Cornell 

61. Uksuum Cauyai (Drums of Winter, The) (1988) Sarah Elder 

62. Unmasked (1917) Grace Cunard 

63. Wanda (1971) Barbara Loden 

64. Where Are My Children? (1916) Lois Weber 

  

  

  

  

  

 


