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Search

 Inthe Search field, enter the search query.
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» Click the Run Search icon or press the Enter key to invoke the search.

» The search is conducted against the checked areas: TMEP, Notes, and/or Index.
» Searches can use Boolean and Proximity operators.

» ADJ (adjacent) is the default operator, unless the user has changed this default via the
Settings options.

» Terms within quotation marks are searched as entered.



Search Syntax

Search Syntax - Boolean Operators

Operator Example Meaning
[ OorR | AORB | TemAortermBorboth |
AND A AND B Both term A and term B
NOT A NOT B Term A but not term B
XOR A XORB Term A or term B but not both

Example: 2(e)(1) and descriptive

Search Syntax - Proximity Operators

Operator Example Meaning

ADJ A ADJB Term A and term B as a phrase in the specified order

NEAR A NEARB Term A within 10 words (by default) of term B, in
either order

NEAR/n A NEAR/5B Term A within n words of term B, in either order,
where n < 99

NEAR operators must be UPPERCASE.

Example: 2(e)(1) NEAR descriptive

ADJ is the default operator.

Example: final action is searched as final adj action.



Search Syntax - Wildcard Symbols

Symbol

Meaning

Represents zero to n characters in a term

Represents one character in a term

Wildcard symbols can be used at the beginning, middle,
or end of a term.

Examples:

Please note: the previous TMEP search system would automatically search for common plural
forms of search keywords. Unfortunately, this feature is not yet available in this system. To
search for a plural form of a word, please use the Wildcards as described here. If this feature

?con* - Retrieves economic, icon, icons, iconic
?con? - Retrieves icons, but not icon
Catalog™ - Retrieves catalog, catalogs, catalogue

Advi?e - Retrieves advise, advice

becomes available in a future release, we will inform all users.

Likewise, users should be aware that any search for the plural form of a word will only return
matches to that plural form. For example, a search for the word "mattresses™ will not find the
word "mattress.” However, a search for "mattress*" (without the quotation marks) will find both

"mattress" and "mattresses."




Search Syntax - Punctuation and Special Characters

Punctuation and special characters:

* Can be included within a search query.

Are not required.

May be replaced with a space.

Examples:

35U.S.C. issearched as 35 u.s.c.oras35usc

2(e)(1) is searched as 2(e)(1)oras2e 1



Search Query Examples

Requested Search Sample Queries
request for continued suspension
"'request for continued suspension™'
[request for continued
1 |suspension request ADJ for ADJ continued ADJ suspension
2 [2(e)(1) 2(e)(1) 2el
3 [six-month six-month six month
4 |[TMEO/LO/101 TMEO/LO/101 tmeo lo 101
5 jComm'r jcomm'r jcommr
6 |35 U.S.C. 1021 35 u.s.c. 1021 35 usc 1021 1021
7 |WIPO International CL.16 |CL.16 ICL 16
8 B7CFR2.21 2.21 221
9 [non-final [non-final OR nonfinal j(non final) OR nonfinal

Display of Search Results

Trademark Manual of Examini Salee e
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0700 - Procedure Tor Examining

= OB . Application Regulrement

= 1800 - Use in Commprce

e The TOC is focused on the Search Results tab which reflects the sections where the hits
were found.

e 10 results per page display (default).

e The total number of hits.

e Denotes the number of result pages and the ability to navigate to a specific result page.



Search Results - Short or Long Snippet
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1200 1209> 120903 > 1209.03{d) - Combined Terms (Exghth)

Wiitsen twid descriplive Deirmd aie combingd, thi detesminalion of whether IR compatile mark alto has & descnple

signficanca tums upon ke question of whethar the combination of temss evnkes 3 new ard combination of terms evokes

i new and ursque commaecisl impression. H each ceemponent netaing de descrplve

10> 129002 > 1210.0Xb) > 1210.023{bkp] - "Amenca” or
i

the Unged Stales cngm of the goods or semces, then the teem s primanly geographicaly descriplive. 8681 F 23 804 3d

Cir. 19592} {AMERICAN DIABETES ASSOCIATION beld primanly geegraphically descnpive), 51 USPCRd 1317 (TTAB 1588)

[MOMOGRAMS AMERICA pnmandy geographically descriplive

hearks with Menely Descrpte or P sengraphically Descriptive Desigre Replacing Letters within Descnptie or
Primiaeity Geographically Descriptivs Wording I the design that replaces a Iefter within descriptive or primarily geographically
descrptvg wording s deell mesely descrptnve o peenanly geographacally descnpiive, or 1s olhenwise non-dntmcive, the
examining alfomery must raquing The appScant 1o amend

"Short" decreases the amount of text displayed

(default display)
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|200= 1209 > 120903 » 1209.03(d) - Combined Terms  (Elghth)

When two descnptive terme are combingd, the determination of whether the composite mark alsa has a descnptve
significance tums upon the question of whether the combination of terms evokes & new and.. . combination of terms evokes
a new and unigue commercial impression. If each component retaing its descriptive

Save Search
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"Long" increases the amount of text displayed




Search Results Sorted

As Av | 15 T }Relmnce :J ' |||j|':-J Save Search
Search Results 1.10 of 118 123450
1200 1205 > 1209.03 > 1209.03{d) - Combined Terms (Eighth)

When two descripiive terms aré combined, the deterrmination of whether the compasite mark also has 3 descriptive
significance tums upon the question of whether the combination of terms evokes a new and unique commercial impression, |f
each component retaing its descriptive significance in relstion to the goods or services, the combination msulls in & composite
that i5 itselfl descnptive. |, 373 F.3d 1171, 71 USPG24d 1370 (Fed. Cir. 2004) (PATENTS COM merely descriptive of computer
softweare for rmanaging & databaze of reconds that could include patents and for tracking the statug of the recards by means of
the,.. 91 USPGC2d 1332 (TTAB 2009) (BATTLECAM meraly descriptive for camputer game software), | 91 USPO2d 1198
(TTAB 2009) (URBANHOUZING mearely descnptie

* Relevance (default) displays the results in descending order based upon the number of
hits in a section.

» Section order displays the results in the numerical order of the Table of Contents Search
Results tab.



View Search Results Section via Hyperlink

Select the rightmost hyperlink to directly access the section containing the highlighted hit terms.

As ae o Snippat Ishm-vj oM by Imm- ‘ﬂ L |i|ﬂ:l S Search
Search Results 140 of 118 123450
1200> 1209 > 1209 03 > [P ] - Camied Vs (BRG]
‘When two descnplee terms ame combined, the detemmanation of whether the composite mark also has @ descopine

significance tems upon the question of whether the combination of ferms gvokes a new and . combination of terms swokes
& new and unsque commercaal impression. N each component retains s descripive

1200 120> 121002 > 121000} F 1210 02{b}v) - "Amenca® or “Amencan” and Senilar Terms in Marks |
[Eighith)
{he Unsted States ongin of the goods or senaces, then the lerm 13 primanty geographecally descriptrs. | 681 F 24 804 (34

Cir. 1987) (AMERICAN DIABETES ASSOCIATION held primanily gecgraphically descrptive), 51 USPO2d 1317 (TTAB 1999)
MONOGRAMS AMERICA pimarly geographically descrptve

¥
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L1210 02 1200 = 1210 = 129000 = 1200020 > 1210020 1210.02(c) O

1210.02(b)(iv) “America” or “American™ and Similar Terms in Marks

When tetme such a3 "TAMERICA " "AMERICAN * and “LISA" appear ih maiks, delermining whither the beim of the sntirg
mark ghould be considered geographic can be partculasly dfficul. There s no simpls o mechanacal angwer 1o the question
of how 10 traat "AMERICA™ or "AMERICAN" m & mark. The examinng attormey must evaluate each mark on 3 case-by-cage
bazia  The exsmining attomey mus! corrssder the entirs context, the type of goods of seraces o issue, the geographic
ongin of the goods or seraces and, most importantly, the overall commestial impression engendered by the mark st sswe
The fallowing prnciples, deviloped in the case law, should prowde guidancs in reaching a judgment in & gven casp

(1) H AMERICA® or "AMERICAN is usad n a enotes the United States ongin of the goods or -
traces, then the term s pnmanly gtngrwm%m

Diabetes Assn, 533 F. Supp. 16, 214 USPO , 4 651 F 2d B04 (3d Cir. 1597) (AMERICAN

DABETES ASSOCIATION held pnmandy geographically descripiive), /o re Monogrema Amenca, Inc, 51 USPO2d 1317
{TTAS 1939) (MONOGRAMS AMERICA primanly geographscally descriptive of consultation services for cwners of
monagrammang shops), In s BankAmencs Corp, 231 USPO 873 (TTAE 1988) (BANK OF AMERICA held pnmanty
geographically descriptive), Amencan Paper & Plastic Producis, ine. v Amencan Automatic Vending Comp. 152 USPO

117 (TTAB 196E) (AMERICAN ALTOMATIC VENDING held primadily geographically descriptive}




Search Results - Hierarchical Hyperlinks
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Right-click a hyperlink to open that section in a new tab or window
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Search result navigation

Navigate to Another Search Result Section

v, |E, htkp: flrdms-trep-vip, uspto.gav/

Ele Edt View Favorites Tools Help

Click the browser navigation arrows to page back and forward.
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1209.03(d) Combined Terms
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0 1209, 030e) P20 > 12089 > 120903 > 120903(d)

12090308 [

Whn two [IRSEIRINE 'oms are combined, the detarmination of whather the composite mark aleo has 3 descriptive
'Slgﬁl‘ﬁl;inl;l,? turms upon the question of whether the combination of leems evolies a néw and unigue commercial Impresson
If each component retans s descriptive signficance i refation 10 the goods or seraces, the combination resulte m a
composie that is iself descriptive, [n re Copedahl & Larson LLP 373 F 3d 1171, 71 USPC2d 1370 (Fed Ciwr 2004)
{PATENTS. COM merely descriptive of computer software for managing a dastabase of records that could include patents

Return to Search Results is only viewable when a search result section is displayed.




Navigate to Another Search Result Section via TOC
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*  When a search query is invoked, the TOC will automatically select the Search Results
tab.

* Click a TOC link to directly view that section which contains the highlighted hit terms.



Navigate to the Next Hit Term

HAa Av | = N Search Resull Highlight Gearch Hits 1 af2[a] ¥

807.14(c) Addition or Deletion of Punctuation

Punctuation, such as quotation marks, hyphens, periods, commas, and exclamation marks generally dees not
gignificantly alter the commaercial impression of the mark. See, e.g., fnre Litehowss, nc., 82 USPG2d 1471 (TTAB 2007)
and cases cited tharein. See &lso fn fe Promo ink, 78 USPCORd 1300, 1305 (TTAB 2006) (he Board found the mark
PARTY AT & DISCOUNTI to be merely [ESCHME, =peciically noting that “[t]his punctuation mark does not significantly
change the commercial impression of the mark. It would sirmply emphasize the descriptive nature of the mark to
prospectre punchasers...”). i

Hawever, punctuation may be incorporated o a mark i such 3 way that the commarcial impreszion of the mark would be
changed by the addtion or deletion of such punctuation. See Rickards-Wicox Mig. Co, 181 USPQ 735 (Comm'r Pats
1974), overrwled on other grounds, [n re Umax Data Systern, Inc,, 40 USPO2d 1539 (Comm'r Pats, 1998) (proposed
change of FYE[R-W]ALL and design to FYER-WALL in block |etters denied as matenal alteration, in part, because
brackets changed commercial impression of mark as the inttial letters of applicant’'s name, "R" and "W.," were no longer
emphasized). For example, unike most cases where the additien of an exclamation point dees not affect the commercial
impression of a mark, the addition of an exclamation point 1o the mark MOVE IT transforms the words from a merne
command 1o relocate an object 1o an exclamatory statement = MOWVE IT) - often used to order a person oul of the way,
and, therefore, changes the commercial impression of the mark,

Some other exarmples, though not exhaustive, are

* In Search Hits # of #, click the down or up arrow to navigate forward or backward
between each individual word in the search query.

» The pink highlight denotes the cursor location.

» Search Hits # of # is only viewable when a section is displayed.



Access and Invoke Search History Queries

To access a search query from the current session:

1. Inthe TOC, click the Search History tab.

: & o) p Search [ 4

History

lill

» Search History (44 items)

2. Click the Search History link.

=l O p Search <

History

-~

r Search History (44 items I
= test

= translation

= amendment and drawing
= test

= amendment and drawing
= registration

3. Click the desired search query.

This search query will be invoked automatically and the search results displayed.



Search the Subject Matter Index

In the Search field, enter the search query.

descriptive _ E
I TMEPT NMoteh ¥ ndex |

Operatar | ane |

Ensure that at least the Index box is checked.

¢ Click the Run Search icon ‘0

or press the Enter key to invoke the search.

» The search results are displayed within the Search Results document viewer:

= 3:2:; o { As ar 12 al |ET»J?1:_J [Relmnce :! Iﬁﬂ Save Seatch

* TMEP . Subject Matter Indey Search Results

13683 1

epetdion c:‘destnpl'ﬂe‘.em of pactonal representations of descriptve matter
Geograghacally descriptive marks

may be geographicaly desciptive
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