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Yuma Clapper RailYuma Clapper Rail
(( ))((Rallus longirostris yumanensisRallus longirostris yumanensis))



Yuma Clapper RailYuma Clapper Rail
StatusStatus

FederalFederal endangered (USDI 1968)endangered (USDI 1968)Federal Federal –– endangered (USDI 1968)endangered (USDI 1968)
California California –– threatened (CDFG 2006)threatened (CDFG 2006)( )( )
Arizona Arizona –– species of special concern species of special concern 
(ADGF 2006)(ADGF 2006)(ADGF 2006)(ADGF 2006)
NevadaNevada –– endangered (NAC 503.050)endangered (NAC 503.050)Nevada Nevada endangered (NAC 503.050)endangered (NAC 503.050)
Mexico Mexico –– threatened (Hinojosathreatened (Hinojosa--Huerta Huerta 
et al. 2004)et al. 2004)



California Black RailCalifornia Black Rail
((L t ll j i i t i lL t ll j i i t i l ))((Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculusLaterallus jamaicensis coturniculus))



California Black RailCalifornia Black Rail
SSStatusStatus

FederalFederal -- Migratory nongame species ofMigratory nongame species ofFederal Federal Migratory nongame species of Migratory nongame species of 
special concern (USFWS 1995)special concern (USFWS 1995)
ArizonaArizona –– wildlife species of specialwildlife species of specialArizona Arizona wildlife species of special wildlife species of special 
concern (AGFD 2002)concern (AGFD 2002)
CaliforniaCalifornia –– listed as threatened (CDFGlisted as threatened (CDFGCalifornia California listed as threatened (CDFG listed as threatened (CDFG 
2006)2006)
NevadaNevada –– not listednot listedNevada Nevada not listednot listed
Mexico Mexico –– listed as endangered (Hinojosalisted as endangered (Hinojosa--
Huerta 2004)Huerta 2004)Huerta 2004)Huerta 2004)



Least BitternLeast Bittern
(( ))((Ixobrychus exilisIxobrychus exilis))



Least BitternLeast Bittern
SSStatusStatus

FederalFederal –– migratory nongame bird ofmigratory nongame bird ofFederal Federal migratory nongame bird of migratory nongame bird of 
management concern (USFWS 1995)management concern (USFWS 1995)
CaliforniaCalifornia species of special concernspecies of special concernCalifornia California –– species of special concern species of special concern 
(Remsen 1978)(Remsen 1978)
A iA i i f i li f i lArizona Arizona –– species of special concern species of special concern 
(AGFD 2001)(AGFD 2001)
Nevada Nevada –– not listednot listed
Mexico Mexico –– not listednot listed
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Survey ProtocolSurvey ProtocolSurvey ProtocolSurvey Protocol
3 surveys 3 surveys –– March 15 to May 31March 15 to May 31yy yy
Surveys at same time each year, performed in Surveys at same time each year, performed in 
same ordersame order
Survey start Survey start -- ½ hour before sunrise½ hour before sunrise
Surveys end Surveys end –– birds cease calling, < 1000 birds cease calling, < 1000 
Wind Wind –– less than 20 kphless than 20 kph
Rain Rain –– no survey todayno survey today
C ll l d 80C ll l d 80 90 db 190 db 1Calls played at 80Calls played at 80--90 db at 1 m90 db at 1 m
All surveyors receive trainingAll surveyors receive training



The SurveyThe SurveyThe SurveyThe Survey

99--minute surveyminute survey99 minute surveyminute survey
5  15  1--minute periods of silenceminute periods of silence
30 second period of calls per species 3030 second period of calls per species 3030 second period of calls per species, 30 30 second period of calls per species, 30 
seconds of silenceseconds of silence
Black RailBlack Rail kickykicky doo grrdoo grrBlack Rail Black Rail –– kickykicky--doo, grrdoo, grr
Least Bittern Least Bittern –– coo, kak or yakcoo, kak or yak
Vi i i R ilVi i i R il t ti k t ki kt ti k t ki kVirginia Rail Virginia Rail –– grunt, ticket, kickergrunt, ticket, kicker
Clapper Rail Clapper Rail –– clatter, kek, kekclatter, kek, kek--burrburr



Basic Data CollectedBasic Data CollectedBasic Data CollectedBasic Data Collected
Date, location, route, surveyorsDate, location, route, surveyors, , , y, , , y
Weather Weather –– temp., cloud cover, wind speed, temp., cloud cover, wind speed, 
precipitationprecipitation
Station, time, background noiseStation, time, background noise
Minute of call / detectionMinute of call / detection
What callWhat call
Direction & distanceDirection & distance
P i d i ?P i d i ?Previous detection?Previous detection?
Comments Comments –– was it a pair?  Vegetation type was it a pair?  Vegetation type 
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Big Bend Conservation Area Big Bend Conservation Area 
Survey ResultsSurvey Results

March 27March 27March 27March 27
2 pied2 pied--billed grebebilled grebe
A il 23A il 23April 23April 23
1 least bittern, 1 Virginia rail, 1 1 least bittern, 1 Virginia rail, 1 sorasora & 2 & 2 
piedpied--billed grebebilled grebe
May 15May 15yy
1 Virginia rail & (1 Bell’s Vireo)1 Virginia rail & (1 Bell’s Vireo)





Laguna Burn Site @ Imperial Laguna Burn Site @ Imperial 
Dam Survey ResultsDam Survey Results

March 25March 25March 25 March 25 
3 least bittern, 6 3 least bittern, 6 sorasora & 1 pied& 1 pied--billed grebebilled grebe
A il 21A il 21April 21April 21
1 least bittern, 6 1 least bittern, 6 sorasora & 2 pied& 2 pied--billed grebebilled grebe
May 13May 13
1 common moorhen1 common moorhen1 common moorhen1 common moorhen
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Yuma Clapper Rail DetectionsYuma Clapper Rail Detections
TopockTopock Gorge 1996Gorge 1996--20092009
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TopockTopock Gorge Survey ResultsGorge Survey ResultsTopockTopock Gorge Survey ResultsGorge Survey Results

March 17March 17--2020 –– 35 CLRA 10 LEBI 1 BLRA35 CLRA 10 LEBI 1 BLRAMarch 17March 17 20 20 35 CLRA, 10 LEBI, 1 BLRA,        35 CLRA, 10 LEBI, 1 BLRA,        
44 VIRA, 5 SORA, 40 PBGR, 2 COMO44 VIRA, 5 SORA, 40 PBGR, 2 COMO

April 14April 14--17 17 –– 36 CLRA, 15 LEBI, 3 BLRA, 36 CLRA, 15 LEBI, 3 BLRA, 
13 VIRA, 6 SORA, 70 PBGR, 8 COMO13 VIRA, 6 SORA, 70 PBGR, 8 COMO

May 19May 19--22 22 –– 57 CLRA, 32 LEBI, 1 BLRA,57 CLRA, 32 LEBI, 1 BLRA,
21 VIRA 1 SORA 85 PBGR 10 COMO21 VIRA 1 SORA 85 PBGR 10 COMO21 VIRA, 1 SORA, 85 PBGR, 10 COMO21 VIRA, 1 SORA, 85 PBGR, 10 COMO



Black Rail Detection 
Sites in 2007 & 2009
In Topock GorgeIn Topock Gorge, 
Havasu NWR

20072007
2009




