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The starting points for the study of relations between 
presidents and their intelligence communities since the 
Second World War are the briefings they receive from 
the CIA before their inauguration. John L. Helgerson is 
well equipped to write this study of these briefings. He 
served as the Agency's Deputy Director for Intelligence 
during the George H. W. Bush administration and was 
head of the team that briefed Bill Clinton in Little Rock 
after the 1992 election.
         — Christopher Andrew
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This book has been prepared primarily for the use of US government offi-
cials. The format, coverage, and content are designed to meet their require-
ments. Publications are not generally available to the public directly from the
Central Intelligence Agency. Requesters outside the US government can pur-
chase copies from:

Government Printing Office (GPO)
Publications and Information Sales

at

www.gpo.gov

This book is also available on the Internet at:
https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/csi-publica-

tions/books-and-monographs/index.html.

All statements of fact, opinion, or analysis in this work are those of the
author. They do not necessarily reflect official positions or views of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency or any other US government entity, past or present.
Nothing in the contents should be construed as asserting or implying US gov-
ernment endorsement of an article’s factual statements and interpretations.
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