
NRCS CONSERVATION PRACTICE EFFECTS - NETWORK DIAGRAM                   September 2015 
 

D.4 Competing 
vegetation eliminated in 

whole or part 

Forest Stand 
Improvement (666) 

I.3 (+) Residual 
stand productivity 

and health 

D.1 (+) Surface 
erosion, runoff, 
sediment and 

airborne 
particulate matter 

D.5 (-) Shade 

C.1 (+) Wood-forest 
business and support 

infrastructure 

C.4 (+) Income 
stability (individuals 

and community) 

D.3 (+/-) Fire 
hazard 

I.2 (+/-) Forest 
habitat and 

fauna 

I.1 (+) 
Understory 
vegetation 
biomass 

C.2 (+/-) 
Recreation 

business and 
support 

infrastructure 

C.5 (+) Quantity 
and Quality of 

receiving waters 
  

C.3 (+) Related 
health of humans 
and animals; (-) 
associated costs 

Initial setting: 1) Desired tree species competing with 
undesired species; 2) overstocked desired tree species. 
Sites can be grazed by wildlife or livestock. 

I.4 (+) 
Landowner 
net income 

1.Forest stand 
is thinned 

2. Most or all 
trees are cut  

Start 

I.5 (+/-) 
Greenhouse gases 

D.6 (+) Conditions 
suited to regenerate 

new forest stand 
D.2 (+) Water 

yield 

  

Access Road (560) 

Forest Trails and Landings (655) 

Some woody debris 
retained as mulch 

Firebreak (394) 

Prescribed Burning 
(338) 

Fuel Break (383) 
 

Woody Residue 
Treatment (384) 

Habitat Management practices 
(643, 644, 645, 647) 

Some downed wood, 
snags, cavity trees 

retained 

D.  Direct effect 

#.  Created by practice 

I.  Indirect effect 

C.  Cumulative effect 

Pathway 

Notes: 
Effects are qualified with a plus 
(+) or minus (-).  These symbols 
indicate only an increase (+) or a 

decrease (-) in the effect upon 
the resource, not whether the 
effect is beneficial or adverse. 

 

LEGEND 

Mitigating practice 

Associated practice 


