
Board of Trustees Annual Meeting 
Friday, October 23, 2020 

8:00‐10:00 a.m. 
To Be Conducted via Zoom Videoconference and Teleconference ONLY 

 

  
 

 
NOTICE 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO THE COVID-19 RELATED CLOSURES IN EFFECT AT THIS 
TIME, THERE WILL BE NO IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING.  This meeting 
is being conducted in conformance with the State of Nevada Executive Department Declaration of 
Emergency Directive 006 dated March 22, 2020.  If you desire to listen to this meeting, please 
utilize one of the following methods: 
 

To join via computer: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81810649907?pwd=SHhSK1ZvZVBYRUVKeDFkcGdqZUIwUT09 

 
To join via telephone: 877-853-5257 Meeting ID: 818 1064 9907  Passcode: 435710 

 
Notice to persons with special needs: For those requiring special assistance or accommodation to 
participate in this meeting, arrangements for a sign language interpreter should be made as soon as 
possible, but no later than 72 hours before the scheduled meeting.  Please contact the Foundation office 
at (775) 673-7300 or via email at foundationinfo@dri.edu. 
  



 
THERE WILL BE NO IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING.  If you desire to provide 
general public comment or public comment on an individual agenda item, please utilize one of 
the following methods available for this Special Meeting: 
 

To Submit 
Public Comment 

on individual 
agenda items, or 

for general 
public comment: 

 
Use this link/email address/ 

phone number: 

Available to use during 
this period: 

By email: foundationinfo@dri.edu 

Be sure to include your name, zip code, the 
agenda item number on which you are 
providing comment, along with your 
comment. 

Please also indicate whether you want your 
email comment to be read on the record 
during the live meeting, or added to the 
backup materials for the record. If not 
specified, comments will be added to the 
backup materials for the record. 

For comments submitted 
prior to and during the 
live special meeting 

By Zoom Event: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81810649907?pw
d=SHhSK1ZvZVBYRUVKeDFkcGdqZUIwUT09 

 

For comments submitted 
during the live special 
meeting only 

Note:  Due to anticipated 
processing time, we 
encourage you to be 
prepared to provide your 
comments at the 
beginning of the Public 
Comment period rather 
than waiting until the end 
to be sure your text 
message is received and 
read into the record while 
the item is being 
considered. 

 

Individual comments will be limited to three (3) minutes and those representing group comments will 
be limited to ten (10) minutes. The Chair reserves the right to curtail or decline to read into the record 
comments that are abusive, offensive, inflammatory or repetitive and that disrupt, disturb or otherwise 
impede the orderly conduct of the Committee meeting. See NRS 241.030(4)(a). Examples of 
disruptive comments include, without limitation, name calling, use of profanity, personal attacks, 
intimidation, threats, or any other comments intended to impede the meeting or infringe on the rights 
of the DRI Research Foundation, DRI staff, or meeting participants. 



 
 
Backup/supporting materials for agenda items can be found on  DRI’s website at: 
https://www.dri.edu/foundation/for-foundation-trustees.  To request electronic copies of 
backup/supporting materials, please contact Becky Coleman at (775) 673-7358 or via email at 
becky.coleman@dri.edu.   PLEASE NOTE THAT DUE TO THE COVID-19-RELATED  
CLOSURE IN EFFECT AT THIS TIME, ONLY ELECTRONIC BACKUP/SUPPORTING 
MATERIALS WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR THIS MEETING. 

 

AGENDA 

Note: Below is an agenda of all items scheduled to be considered. Unless otherwise stated, 
items may be taken out of the order presented at the discretion of the Chair. 

1. Items may be taken out of order; 
2. Two or more items may be combined; 
3. Items may be removed from agenda or delayed at any time; 

This agenda incorporates by reference the agendas posted for the following committee eetings. For any 
items identified in those agendas as “recommendation” or “action” the DRI Foundation Executive 
Committee may also take action. 

 
I.  Call to Order 

Tina Quigley, Board Chair 
 

FOR INFORMATION 

II.  Public Comment   
  Comments by members of the public will not be restricted based upon the speaker’s 

viewpoint. 
 

 

III.  FY20 Audit  
David Schaper, CPA ‐ Barnard, Vogler & Co 
 

FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
 

IV.  Faculty Presentation 
Dr. Monica Arienzo, Assistant Research Professor, Hydrology 
 

FOR INFORMATION 

V. 
 
 

Approval of Minutes 
a. September 21, 2020 Special Meeting 

FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
 

VI.  President’s Report 
Kumud Acharya, President 
 

FOR INFORMATION 

VII.  Chair’s Report 
Tina Quigley, Chair 
 

FOR INFORMATION 

VIII.  Treasurer’s Report 
Holger Liepmann, Treasurer 

 

FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 
 

  



 
IX.  Advancement Report 

Robert Gagoisan, Senior Advisor to the President 
Becky Coleman, Associate Director of Development 
 

FOR INFORMATION 

X.  Nevada Medal Update 
Nora James, Event Chair 
 

FOR INFORMATION 

XI.  Trusteeship Committee 
Mike Benjamin, Vice Chair 
 

FOR INFORMATION 

XI.  Approval of Nominations 
a. Reappointment of Tina Quigley to a 2nd term 2021‐2024 
b. Reappointment of Richard Ditton to a 2nd term 2021‐2024 
c. Election of Officers 

a. Chair – Mike Benjamin 1st term 2021‐2023 
b. Vice‐Chair – Nora James to complete term ending in 

December 2021 vacated by Mike Benjamin  
c. Secretary/Treasurer – Ken Ladd 1st term 2021‐2023 

 

FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

XII.  Administrative 
Tina Quigley, Chair 

a. Reminder about Conflict of Interest Statements 
b. Annual Meeting with Regents on December 3 (agenda and 

attendance options) 
c. 2021 Board Meeting Dates 

 

FOR POSSIBLE ACTION 

XIII.  New Business    
  Items for consideration at future meetings may be suggested. Any discussion of an item under 

“New Business” is limited to description and clarification of the subject matter of the item, which 
may include the reasons for the request. 
 

 

     
XIV.  Public Comment  

Comments by members of the public will not be restricted based upon the speaker’s 
viewpoint. 
 

 

XV.  Adjourn    
 
 
This agenda has been posted DRI website www.dri.edu; Nevada Public Notice Website, notice.nv.gov in 
accordance with State of Nevada Declaration of Emergency Directive 006 dated March 22, 2020. 
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Foundation Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 
 

DATE: 9/21/20  TIME: 1:00 p.m. 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  Meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Chair Quigley. 

NOTE TAKER  Becky Coleman 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES PRESENT  Soraya Aguirre, Linda Brinkley, Chuck Creigh, Lauren Fletcher, Tom 

Gallagher, Nora James, Starla Lacy, Ken Ladd, Holger Liepmann, Janet 

Lowe, Tina Quigley, Javier Saenz, Ron Smith, Elise Zoli 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES NOT PRESENT  Richard Ditton, John Entsminger, Srikant Reganti, Ian Rogoff, Ory Zik 

FELLOWS PRESENT    Mike Benjamin (Trustee Emeritus) 

STAFF AND GUESTS PRESENT  Kumud Acharya, Vic Etyemezian, Iris Stewart, Tracy Bower, Becky Coleman, 

Bob Gagosian, Justin Broglio, Lindsay Sessions, Naresh Kumar, Sean 

McKenna 

AGENDA TOPICS 
 
AGENDA ITEM  CALL TO ORDER  PRESENTER: QUIGLEY 
DISCUSSION  Meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Chair Quigley. 

AGENDA ITEM   PUBLIC COMMENT   

DISCUSSION  No members of the public addressed the Board.  

CONCLUSION   Informational Only 

AGENDA ITEM  APPROVAL OF MINUTES *VOTE REQUIRED  PRESENTER: QUIGLEY 

DISCUSSION  Minutes from Foundation Meeting held on June 5, 2020 and July 28, 2020 Special Meeting were 
presented for approval. 

CONCLUSION  Ladd made a motion to approval minutes as presented, second by Creigh.  *The motion passed 
unanimously. 
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AGENDA ITEM  PRESIDENT’S REPORT  PRESENTER: ACHARYA 

DISCUSSION  Dr. Acharya accepted congratulations on his permanent appointment as DRI President.  He introduced 
new Division Directors Naresh Kumar (DAS) and Sean McKenna (DHS).  The majority of DRI continues 
to work remotely, though Dr. Acharya has begun traveling back and forth to Reno.  Dr. Monica Arienzo 
presented about her microplastics research during the Tahoe Summit.  Her work was initially funded 
by the Innovation Research Program.  The Healthy NV Project published results in the journal Nature.  
A new project to work with tribal communities in the Four Corners area was funded by the USDA.  The 
Office of Education’s virtual event on the NASA Mars Rover Launch was well‐attended.  Chair Quigley 
recently participated in the Science Distilled program, sharing her expertise in sustainable 
transportation.  Two staff members at DRI tested positive for COVID‐19.  The response plan was 
effective, both employees quarantined and recovered, and it did not spread to any other staff 
members. 

CONCLUSION  Informational only 

AGENDA ITEM  TREASURER’S REPORT  PRESENTER: LIEPMANN 

DISCUSSION  The treasurer’s report was presented and approved by the Executive Committee on 9/14/20.  The 
report was presented to the board for information only.  The presentation of the annual audit and 
discussion of FY20 numbers will occur during the annual meeting scheduled for October 23, 2020. 

CONCLUSION  Informational Only 

AGENDA ITEM  APPROVAL OF NEW TRUSTEE: MICHAEL BENJAMIN   
*VOTE REQUIRED 

PRESENTER: QUIGLEY 

DISCUSSION  Dr. Acharya has nominated Mike Benjamin to serve as trustee.  Mr. Benjamin is currently a Trustee 
Emeritus and a former chairman of the Foundation.   

CONCLUSION  Liepmann made a motion to approve Mike. Benjamin as trustee, second by Aguirre.  *The 
motion passed unanimously. 

AGENDA ITEM  VOTE ON FOUNDATION VICE‐CHAIR *VOTE REQUIRED  PRESENTER: QUIGLEY/GALLAGHER 

DISCUSSION  Gallagher announced he is resigining as Vice‐Chair of the Foundation but will remain on the board as a 
trustee.  Dr. Acharya, per the bylaws, nominated Mike Benjamin to fulfill the remainder of the term 
vacated by Gallagher, ending December 2021.   

CONCLUSION  Liepmann made a motion to approve Mike Benjamin as Vice‐Chair, second by Creigh.  *The 
motion passed unanimously. 

AGENDA ITEM  OUTCOMES AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM WORKING 
GROUP *VOTE REQUIRED 

PRESENTER: QUIGLEY 

DISCUSSION  Quigley outlined the clarified roles of the Foundation Board, Advancement Office, and President’s 
Council.  She also presented proposed updates to the Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, and Proposed 
Chairs of Standing Committees for the board’s consideration.  The board also discussed the 
appointment of Janet Lowe to the Desert Research Corporation (DRC) Board of Directors, to replace 
Mike Benjamin. 
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CONCLUSION  1. Ladd made a motion to approve the changes to the DRI Foundation Articles of Incorporation as 
presented, second by Brinkley.  *The motion passed unanimously. 

2. Aguirre made a motion to approve the changes to the DRI Foundation Bylaws as presented, 
second by James.  *The motion passed unanimously. 

3. Laddmade a motion to approve Janet Lowe as a director of the DRC Board, second by Liepmann  
*The motion passed unanimously. 

4. Benjamin made a motion to approve Linda Brinkley as Faculty Engagement Committee Chair, 
Nora James as Communications/Marketing Committee Chair, and Ken Ladd as Finance/Audit 
Committee chair, second by Gallagher.  *The motion passed unanimously. 

AGENDA ITEM   PUBLIC COMMENT   

DISCUSSION  No members of the public addressed the Board.  

CONCLUSION   Informational Only 

 
NEXT MEETING  October 23, 2020 at 8:00 a.m. 

ADJOURNMENT  The meeting was adjorned at 2:13 p.m. 

 



Treasurer’s Report
Foundation Board of Trustees Executive Committee Meeting

As of September 30, 2020
FY 2020 

Budget

FY 2020 

Actual

FY 2021 

Budget

Year‐To‐

Date

Beginning Cash Balance July 1, 2020 217,940$   213,519$   

Revenue

Unrestricted Donations – Trustees Obligation 120,000$     39,900$     85,000$     9,120$        
Unrestricted Donations – Other 18,000          6,310          10,000       1,050           
Nevada Medal Sponsorships 452,000        27,603       ‐                  ‐                   
Property Tax Refund ‐                     ‐                  ‐                  14,011        

Total Revenue 590,000       73,813       95,000       24,181        

Expenses

Operating Expenses  (44,800)         (35,526)      (33,000)      (843)             
Nevada Medal Dinner Expenses (195,000)      (20,596)      ‐                  ‐                   
Payment of Accrued Legal Bills ‐                     (15,332)      ‐                  ‐                   

Program Support ‐ Researcher Awards, Transfers to 

DRI, etc (307,000)      (6,780)        (8,000)        ‐                        

Total Expenses (546,800)      (78,234)      (41,000)      (843)            

Revenues Over (Under) Expenses 43,200          (4,421)        54,000       23,338        

Ending Unrestricted Cash Balance 213,519$   236,857$   

Restricted Activity

FY 2020 

Budget

FY 2020 

Actual

FY21 

Budget

Year‐To‐

Date

Innovation Research Program  $    250,000   $ 291,808   $ 250,000  25,000$      

Stories in the Snow          2,472                    ‐  ‐                   

Earth & Ecosystem Sciences        10,101                    ‐  ‐                   

Hydrologic Sciences              300                    ‐  75                

Other Restricted       252,707                    ‐  58,100        

Total Restricted Gifts Received 557,388$   83,175$      

Innovation Research Program Balance (including carryover) 76,591$          


