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FOREWORD

The Statistical Reporting Service, as with any organization,
needs to know its past to understand the present and appraise
the future. Accordingly, our technical procedures are peri-
‘odically set forth in ''Scope and Methods of the Statistical
Reporting Service,' and the agency's early development and
program expansion were presented in ''"The Story of Agricultural
Estimates.'" However, most important are the people who de-
veloped this complex and efficient statistical service for
agriculture and those who maintain and expand it today.

Dr. Harry C. Trelogan, SRS Administrator, 1961-1975, arranged
for Emerson M. Brooks to prepare this informal account of

some of the people who steered SRS's course from 1933 to 1961.
The series of biographical sketches selected by the author
are representative of the people who helped develop the per-
sonality of SRS and provide the talent to meet challenges for
accurate and timely agricultural information. This narrative
touching the critical issues of that period and the way they "
were resolved adds to our understanding of the agency and
helps maintain the esprit de corps that has strengthened our
work since it started in 1862. Our history provides us some
valuable lessons, for ''those who cannot remember the past

are condemned to repeat it.'

W. E. KIBLER
Administrator

WEt |

This account is intended for the use of SRS personnel and not
for general distribution.
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PROLOGUE

Several times each month a taut little drama is re-enacted in Washington,
D.C., that loses none of its tenseness by repetition, by the prosaic surround-
ings in which it unfolds, nor by the fact that it involves nothing more exotic
than the release of a government report. The opening scene takes place in the
Department of Agriculture building where, in the darkness of early dawn of a
certain day, the Chairman of the U.S. Crop Reporting Board, an armed guard, a
representative of the Secretary of Agriculture, and a few other officials meet
around a large mail box secured by two padlocks. Solemnly, the Board Chairman
unfastens one of the padlocks and the representative of the Secretary the other,
using the only keys in existence that fit these locks. From the box are taken
the State reports in envelopes marked with a large red letter which has assured
special handling all along the line from the State offices. The group then
proceeds to the "lock-up" -- a section of the building where venetian blinds
are drawn and sealed shut to prevent signalling to outsiders, telephones are
disconnected, and armed guards prevent anyone entering without a pass and allow
no one, no one at all, to leave until the crop report has been officially re-
leased. For hours experts pore over the reports and make final estimates on
crop conditions state by state. Noon arrives and so does food ordered the day
before to prevent anyone sending out secret messages concerning the crop report,
while it was under preparation. As the final work nears completion, tension
mounts and the tempo increases as statisticians, tabulating clerks, typists,
and memograph operators hurry to meet the three o'clock deadline. Shortly
before release time the Secretary of Agriculture is admitted to the "lock-up,"
looks over the report, signs it, and joins the Chairman, accompanied by the
ever present guard, in the march to the release room just outside the "lock-up,"
There, representatives of the press already have telephone lines open to their
offices, and they stand six feet back of their instruments along a white line
on the floor. The Chairman carefully places a copy of the report face down be-
side each telephone and telegraph instrument. An official "starter" then takes
command and watches the minute and second hands on a Naval Observatory clock
with concentrated attention. At ten seconds before the hour he says, '"Get Set,"
and the newsmen put out their cigarettes and prepare to move forward to their
telephones. At the precise hour, minute and second, the official starter calls,
"Go," the newsmen step quickly to their telephones, flip over the report and
start giving the information to the world. 1/

The tight secruity procedures surrounding the preparation and release of
the Crop Report are to assure that everybody -- farmers, dealers in agricultur-
al products, transportation agencies, commodity market operators, government

1/ Based on personal experience, for fuller accounts from professional pens
see Ira Wolfert, "Drama of the Crop Reports," Readers Digest, (August 1955),

p. 101-111. Also, "1956 Farm Crop: The Secret is Out,'" Business Week, (July
14, 1956). Also, James E. Roper, "Protecting the Nation's Crop Reports
Washington Star Pictorial Magazine, (April 17, 1958), p. 1, 2. Also "Estima-
ting U.S. Crop is a Painstaking Job and an Important One,' Wall Street Journal,
(August 11, 1975).
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officials, foreign and domestic, the general public, all have an equal oppor-
tunity of learning the figures to be released. Sometimes, prices of farm pro-
ducts react sharply to the Crop Reports. On such occasions, if one could obtain
advance information, he could go into the speculative markets and make a kill-
ing. Actually, this occurred many years ago and triggered the elaborate secur-
ity precautions in effect today. In 1905 an employee, E. S. Holmes, Jr.,
Associate Statistician, connived with a cotton speculator named Louis Van Riper
to use advance information about the cotton crop for personal gain. With such
knowledge aforehand, they manipulated their stock market operations in such a
way that they reportedly netted several hundred thousand dollars. Holmes had
been delegated a great deal of responsibility and authority, and this misplaced
trust enabled him to utilize the reports, especially those on cotton, to suit
his speculative needs. Although the room where the final estimates were pre-
pared was locked, Holmes used a system of raising and lowering the window shade
to signal to his accomplice outside whether the forecast of cotton production
was up or down from the previous month. An investigation resulted in the dis-
missal of Holmes and a Court assessed the maximum fine, $5,000, allowed by the
rather tenuous laws of the time. President Theodore Roosevelt, thoroughly out-
raged, requested the first session of the 59th Congress for appropriate legis-
lation. Over the years, stringent security regulations have helped account for
the fact that there has been no similar incident in the decades that have since
transpired. The cotton scandal of 1905 underscored the importance of having an
independent, authoritative Crop Reporting Board free of politics, trade, or
other outside influence and pressures. Its prestige has grown with the years.

The importance attached to the information released in such dramatic fash-
ion can hardly be exaggerated, especially in times of critical needs. Indica-
tive of this importance was a statement made by President Gerald R. Ford during
a nationally televised press conference from Detroit, Michigan on October 10,
1975, within an hour after the release of the Crop Report at 3 o'clock. Exten-
sive and prolonged negotiations had been carried on with officials of the Soviet
Union and the Polish government on enormous sales of wheat to those needy and
straitened countries. The President opened the Press Conference with the
following statement:

The President: "Mr. Barnes, members of the Detroit Press Club,
and guests. s

A very short announcement at the outset:

As most of you know, the United States had requested last month
that the Government of Poland refrain from additional purchases of
U.S. grain until the October crop report. Because today's crop re-
port contains, as we expected, an excellent crop forecast, I have
today authorized that Poland be notified that it may now resume
purchases.

We anticipate that their purchases will be spread over a period
of time. With respect to future grain sales to the Soviet Union,
both for this year's crop and for the long-term contract, negotia-
tions are continuing, and we hope to conclude an agreement in the
very near future.

Secretary Butz will be holding a briefing in Washington at
4:30 p.m., going over the crop report and the Polish grain sale."”
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When the President of the United States and the heads of other powerful
nations have to await word from the Crop Reporting Board before completing
critical negotiations, the importance of its work can not be in doubt.



INTRODUCTION

The years 1933-61 spanned a dramatic period, not only in the history of
this country, but in the growth and development of the U.S. Crop Reporting
Service. The Great Depression, the flamboyant New Deal, the dynamic Farm Pro-
grams, the ghastly droughts of 1934 and 1936, the devastating floods of 1937,
the conquests of Hitler and Mussolini, the trauma of World War II, and the
burgeoning Post-War Technological Revolution all combined to make the era one
of violent actions and drastic changes for the Nation, and for the old, hand
powered, provincial Crop Reporting Service. An ancient Chinese curse intones,
"May you live in interesting times." The years 1933 to 1961 were "interesting
times".

A narration of past events must, perforce, have a narrator, and, in this
instance, the narrator is 'we." By '"we' is meant not merely the recollections
of the principal narrator nor even those of selected individuals, but a com-
posite "we" that includes the recollections of many as well as the witness and
affirmation provided by correspondence, memos, articles, speeches, papers,
miscellaneous notes, official records, books, diaries, and memoires of old
colleagues. Therefore, "we' represents a-synthesized chronicling of past
events, as recorded by many people, and supported by copious references to
available documents and dependable sources. The principal narrator is named
" Brooks. The name is a happenstance --it could as well have been Nordquist,
Pallesen, Morgan, Palmer, Overton, Simpson, Straszheim or any one of the many
who worked in Ag Estimates during this period, if they had chosen to prepare
such an account. Their experiences were all similar, but, of course, in the
nature of things, they would have emphasized some different aspects of the work
in which they happened to be especially involved. All, however, were effected
to a greater or lesser degree, by the main events covered in this narrative --
the New Deal Farm Programs; the Master Sample Project, Labor Surveys, and the
QSA during World War II; the innumerable other exhausting special projects, the
efforts to up-grade the staff's technical competence, the relationships with
the Census Bureau, the Department, and the Budget Bureau; the inauguration and
implementation of the Long Range Program, and the expansion in technical assist-
ance programs abroad. But, in a very real sense this is their story, together
with that of the agency, as assembled and recounted by one of their close
associates.

Brooks interests were broad and centered more in people and events than in
figures. Although familiar with the old Russian saying, "He who chases two
hares catches neither," 1/ he ignored this proverbial truth and spent a long
career chasing rabbits, in the form of varied assignments and special projects,
all over the landscape. Transferred from the field into Washington in the fall
of 1939, he promptly started taking courses in analysis of variance, mathematics,
and related studies with the intention of becoming the best tobacco statistician
in the land. However, after a year or two, events yanked him off this well
charted course never to return. Henceforth he was engaged in a wide assortment

1/ *"Nicholas and Alexandra," p. 309, by Robert K. Massie, Dell Publishing
Co., Inc. N.Y., 1967.
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of assignments and activities concerned with technical statistics primarily in
a supporting role. Perhaps it was just as well as he was inclined to be word
oriented rather than figure minded, and his interests ran more to plans and
operations than to mathematical formulas and statistical models. Brooks work-
ed for the Crop Reporting Service for 38 years and was intimately involved in
the events of 1933-61 which changed the course and revamped the shape of the
staid old organization of earlier years. Perhaps because of a strong histori-
cal bent, he kept a diary intermittantly, made detailed notes currently on many
diverse experiences and wide ranging assignments, and clung to a vast number of
letters, speeches, articles and reports relating to the critical problems of
that generation. This mass of memorabilia was a nuisance to secretaries who
had to keep it in meaningful order, but was invaluable in documenting this nar-
rative, along with the limitless files of the Department, the National Agricul-
tural Library, the National Records Center in St. Louis, Missouri, and the
National Archives in Washington, D.C.; all this augmented and supported by per-
sonal interviews and discussions with dozens of participants in the events
related. To all these helpful people, grateful thanks are given, in particular
to Dr. Wayne Rasmussen and Dr. Gladys Baker, historians of the Department of
Agriculture, Douglas Helms, National Archives, Mrs. Connie Bloyd, who prepared
the final manuscript for reproduction, and to Mrs. Gloria A. Daly and Mrs.
Shirley Spalding, who helped in many ways.

For many years Brooks was either in, or close to, the ''front office," and
had a unique opportunity to observe the people as well as the activities in
which all were engaged. With allowance for mechanical error and human frailty,
he would testify under oath that this narrative is the truth so far as he knew
it. If an injustice, ever so slight, has been done to anyone, he deeply re-
grets and deplores it.

The technical developments of the 1933-61 period have been covered in
numerous papers, speeches, journals and publications such as the recurring is-
sues of Scope and Methods. What is intended here is to hold up a mirror to
reflect not only the most significant and indicative developments during one of
the agency's major periodic upheavals, but also to depict the people involved,
and the nuances of the life of agricultural statisticians of that time. By
1961, a long-range plan had been evolved and accepted by the Department, the
Budget Bureau, and the Congress; new operating procedures and technical method-
ology had been extensively tested and put into operation; a large and talented
research group established; an effective nationwide data collection staff train-
ed and in being; skilled analytical statisticians developed; and funds assured
for a continuing expanded program. At long last conditions were ripe for the
flowering of a modern and powerful "Statistical Reporting Service," but that,
as Kipling would say, '"is another story."

The Memorist
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PART 1

STATE OFFICE ACTIVITY

1933-1939



THE NEW DEAL FARM PROGRAM OPENS VISTAS

Years ago, at the end of an era and the beginning of another, Brooks went
to work in the Des Moines, Iowa, office of the Crop Reporting Service. It was
a crisp, clear winter day, and he enjoyed the walk across the bridge spanning
the frozen, snow encrusted river, on his way to the office in the U.S. Court
House. Arriving at Room 305, he was surprised to find the door closed and a
handmade sign attached stating that the office would be open the next morning,
December 27 at 8 a.m. Later he was to learn that the office crew had worked
late on December 24, supposedly a pre-Christmas holiday, to get a report on its
way to Washington and, accordingly, had been compensated by being given the day
off on December 26. It was an object lesson on Crop Reporting theology--holi-
day or not, the Report must go in on time.

Arrival at this destination was the fulfillment of a decision made in
college, amidst hoots of derision from business oriented colleagues, that he
wanted to work for the Federal Government. The Great Depression had made this
accomplishment a slow process, like pushing a balky calf through a barn door,
but finally one day a telegram came that led him to the office of W. F.
Callander, Head of the Crop and Livestock Division in Washington, D.C. Mr.
Callander's Administrative Assistant, W. M. Richardson, said he had been in-
structed to offer Brooks a six month appointment as a Jr. Statistician in the
Iowa office of the Crop and Livestock Reporting Service. The salary would be
$2,000 a year, less the fifteen percent occasioned by President Roosevelt's
campaign promised, and short lived, economy drive. Brooks promptly accepted,
gladly relinquishing a prosaic, but full time job installing electrical equip-
ment that held no career possibilities.

Earlier that year he had stood in front of the inaugural stands on the
Capitol grounds in Washington on a bleak, over-cast day in March and heard the
new President, Franklin D. Roosevelt, declare in ringing tones, ''This Nation
asks for action, and action now!" 1/ It got it. The next day, March 5, a
special session of Congress was called and during the ensuing famous '"Hundred
Days' of the emergency session, a series of far reaching legislative acts was
passed.

The new Secretary of Agriculture, Henry A. Wallace, 45 year-old son of
Henry C. Wallace who had served as Secretary of Agriculture from 1921-24, moved
swiftly to submit draft legislation to President Roosevelt who sent it on to
Congress, March 16, with a recommendation for quick action. By May 16, both
House and Senate had passed the Agricultural Adjustment Act, and it was signed
the same day. George Peek, who had been a bell-wether in the ill-fated drive
for the McNary-Haugen Bill, was named Administrator of the Agricultural Adjust-
ment Administration (AAA), and hurriedly set up the Division of Production, and
the Division of Processing and Marketing with each having sections for major
commodities. 2/ These were action agencies as opposed to the old line, tradi-

1/ Congressional Record, March 4, 1933.
2/ Three Years of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration, p. 55, by E. G.
Nourse, Joseph S. Davis and John D. Black, Brookings Institution, 1937.
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tional, fact finding, research, educational bureaus that had dominated the
Department since its founding some 75 years earlier.

With cotton at 8.2 cents per pound 3/ in May 1933 and threatening to go
lower because of favorable crop prospects, the first AAA program was a cotton
plow-up campaign which destroyed some 10 million acres of growing cotton,
roughly 25 percent of that year's planted acreage. 4/ This project encountered
resistance from an unexpected source. Mules that had been trained, sometimes
with a "2 x 4", never, no never to step on a cotton plant, had trouble making
the change to walking on the cotton row instead of between the rows as the
tender plants were plowed under. Although it has been said that a mule is an
animal without pride of ancestry or hope of posterity, mules, as compared to
horses, are highly intelligent and their opinion of this destructive operation
may have coincided with that of many outraged critics who thought it a sinful
waste.

Wheat growers and corn producers were spared a similar plow-up program in
1933 by sharply deteriorating prospects for the current year's crops. However,
a domestic allotment plan for the 1934 and 1935 winter wheat crop was proclaimed
on June 20, 1933, under which participating growers received payments for re-
ducing their acreage proportional to their share of the domestic, i.e., national,
production, consumed within the country. 5/

-

-

| |

=
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Henry A. Wallace, Secretary of Agriculture (1933-1940), signs a
CROP REPORT as Paul L. Koenig, looks on.

3/ Agricultural Situation, June 1933, p. 2.

4/ New Frontiers, p. 173, H. A. Wallace, Reynal & Hitchcock, N.Y. 1934.
5/ Century of Service,pp. 149-150, Gladys L. Baker, Wayne D. Rasmussen,
Vivian Wiser, Jane M. Porter, U.S. Department of Agriculture, GPO, 1963.
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A corn loan program was announced October 5, 1933, under which borrowers
received 45 cents a bushel compared to the U.S. average local market price of
38.8 cents. 6/ To obtain the loan, producers had to agree to sign up for the
1934 Corn-Hog Reduction Program. 7/ Under this loan program 200,000 farmers in
ten States borrowed 122 million dollars, all of which, plus interest, was repaid
in full as a massive and severe drought in 1934 cut production drastically, and
forced market prices above the loan rate. 8/

Tobacco growers had suffered through numerous frustrating attempts to con-
trol production through cooperative action, but all had failed primarily because
non-cooperators 'milked the cow through the fence." Such uncooperative activity,
twenty-five years earlier, had brought on the vicious "Black Patch War," in the
dark-fired tobacco areas of western Kentucky and Tennessee. 9/ During this
fratricidal conflict, there were many fatalities when "Night Riders" sought to
punish non-cooperators by burning their tobacco barns and destroying their crops
in the fields. 10/ J. V. Morrow, Tobacco Division, USDA, a young farmer at the
time of the strife in 1907-09, said he ''buckled on his pistol with his pants
every morning.' 11/

With such a turbulent background, tobacco producers, hoping to insulate
their program against non-participants, obtained passage of the Kerr-Smith
Tobacco Control Act, June 28, 1934, which provided a mandatory tax on sales of
practically all types of tobacco with tax payment warrants issued by the Depart-
ment to contract signers. 12/

Corn-Hog Program Inaugurated

The corn and hog economies were so closely related and intertwined that
separate production control programs would have been futile. Accordingly, at
the urging of Secretary Wallace, a National Corn-Hog Producers' Committee of
Twenty-five, was created on July 18, 1933, to recommend a program to meet the
situation. 13/ A couple of days later they convened in Chicago, July 20-21,
amidst the gathering gloom of prospective heavy fall marketings of pigs, and
rushed forward a drastic emergency program for the relief of the critical over-
supply situation. Adverse weather conditions had reduced corn prospects by
mid-summer of 1933, but the large number of hogs expected to be marketed during
the fall and winter of 1933-34 loomed ominous. A member of the National Corn-
Hog Producers' Committee of Twenty-five from Ohio proposed that 4 million of

6/ Agricultural Situation, December 1933, p. 18.

7/  Century of Service, p. 153.

8/ Livestock Under the AAA, p. 217, D. A. Fitzgerald, The Brookings
Institution, Washington, D.C., 1935.

9/ American Tobacco Types and Markets, C. E. Gage, USDA, June 1942, p. 18.
10/ '"Kentucky,'" The American Guide Series, Harcourt, Brace & Co., p. 46.

11/ Personal Interview, also see the Black Patch War, Manuscript, SRS files.
12/ Century of Service, p. 151.

13/ Century of Service, p. 152.




these young pigs weighing less than 100 pounds, and a million pregnant sows,
be destroyed immediately. 14/ This drastic action appealed to the pragmatic
mind of Dr. Charles F. Sarle, a long-time member of the Crop Reporting Service,
temporarily on loan to AAA. He supported it vigorously, and urged his old
friend Secretary Wallace to "kill the little pigs." The idea was abhorrent to
the Secretary and he wrote later:

"It was a foregone conclusion that the public would not like
the idea of slaughtering baby pigs. Doubtless it is just as in-
humane to kill a big hog as a little one, but few people would
appreciate that. They contended that every little pig has the
right to attain, before slaughter, the full pigginess of his pig-
ness. To hear them talk, you would have thought that pigs are .
raised for pets. Nor would they realize that the slaughter of
little pigs might make more tolerable the lives of a good many
human beings dependent on hog prices. We simply had to make up
our minds to face an unfavorable public reaction, despite the
diversion of 100,000,000 pounds of baby pork to relief channels. 15/
On another occasion, Wallace said in this connection. . to have
to destroy a growing crop is a shocking commentary on our civil-
ization. I could tolerate it only as a cleaning up of the wreak-
age from the old days of unbalanced production." 16/

Sarle had no such qualms, to him with hog prices already at ruinous levels

and threatened with complete disaster, it did not make sense to allow a lot of
little pigs to grow up and further depress the market. The solution seemed
obvious, kill the pigs, and also a lot of '"piggy sows," accordingly, 6.2 mil-
lion pigs and some 220,000 sows were purchased and slaughtered with some of
the edible meat salvaged for relief purposes, the rest going into grease and
tankage. 17/ And so the deed was done, but it stirred up hornets of protest.
A cartoonist, however, managed to see some humor in the situation. He depicted
two pigs talking in a farmyard. On the side of one of the pigs were huge let-
ters AAA, and he explained the birthmark to his friend: 'My mother was fright-
ened by an AAA man!"

SECRETARY WALLACE SETS UP A HEADQUARTERS STAFF

When Henry A. Wallace was named Secretary of Agriculture following the
Roosevelt landslide in November 1932, he was well known in agricultural circles
through his editorials in Wallaces Farmer, and his pioneer work in plant breed-

14/ Interview with Mrs. Charles F. Sarle, who said there had been other
claimants, including reportedly, Robert Garst, the Iowa farmer who entertained
_Premier Kruschev in 1955. Only an eye and ear witness with infallible memory
could certify as to the paternity of such an original proposal.

15/ New Frontiers, p. 180.

16/ 1bid, p. 175.

17/ Century of Service, p. 152.




ing. Dissatisfaction with the Republican attitude toward the problems of agri-
culture, and encouraged by Roosevelt's campaign farm speech in Topeka, Kansas, 18/
young Wallace swung his support to the candidate of the Democrats. Dr. Gladys

L. Baker, Agricultural Historian, USDA, who knew Henry A. Wallace well over a
long period of time, described him as "brilliant, shy, deeply religious, with

a lively but dry sense of humor-- a man with a mission." 19/

Following his appointment as Secretary of Agriculture, Wallace surrounded
himself with a group of brilliant, but sometimes contentious, and frequently
controversial, aides. Included in his cadre of strong men were: Under Secre-
tary Rexford G. Tugwell; Assistant Secretary M. L. Wilson; General Counsel
Jerome Frank; Mordicai Ezekial; Louis Bean and perhaps most important of all,
Paul H. Appleby. 20/ A former editorial writer for the Des Moines Register and
Tribune, where he had become a friend of Wallace, the 4l-year old Appleby owned
two weeklies in Virginia; the Radford News Journal, and the Christiansburg News
Messenger. Suddenly, he was ensconced outside the Secretary's door where he
checked on every paper and person heading for Wallace, and listened in on all
the Secretary's telephone conversations. 21/ Empowered "to act for the Secre-
tary", Appleby proved to be an effective organizer and activist, thus shoring
up a weakness in the Secretary's otherwise impressive arsenal of talents.
Appleby worked diligently to integrate ''policy, politics, and administration."
Over the seven years, 1933-40, Appleby played a role in the performance of four
Administrators of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration.

In simplistic terms, George Peek, who opposed production control and fav-
ored "marketing agreements and export dumping" as a means of solving farm surplus
problems, left the Department primarily because of his insistence on having equal
access with the Secretary to the President's ear. Dr. Baker describes a curious,
almost ludicrous, scene in connection with a squabble between the Secretary and
his pushy Administrator over the organization of the AAA.

"The problem of defining the relationship between the AAA and
the Secretary was raised again in connection with a meeting at the
White House on the farm relief bill, which was nearing enactment.
In the afternoon before the meeting on 3 May, some newspapermen told
Appleby that Peek was taking an organization chart which would show
him reporting directly to the President. The Department had been
working on an organization chart, but it was not yet ready. It was
hurriedly completed before the meeting, showing the Administrator
reporting to the Secretary of Agriculture and through him to the
President. Appleby went to the meeting that evening with a roll of
cardboard under his arm and immediately saw Peek with his own roll

18/ New Frontiers, p. 158.

19/ Personal Interview.

20/ And to Act for the Secretary: Paul H. Appleby and the Department of
Agriculture, 1933-40, by Dr. Gladys L. Baker, Head of the History Research
Section, USDA, pp. 240, 242.

21/ 1Ibid, p. 238.




of cardboard 22/.....

When Peek started up to the President's desk with his organi-
zation chart, Appleby handed the Department's chart to Wallace, who
started up to the other side of the President's desk. Appleby re-
ported that the President took Peek's chart, made 'a few marks on
it that wouldn't be significant of anything' and handed it back.
Then he took Wallace's chart and went through it the same way.
Appleby considered the result a 'dead heat' with nothing decided,
which was the most the Secretary could hope to attain. Peek had a
different interpretation. According to his account, the President
took the Wallace chart and transformed it into what amounted to
Peek's 23/.....

On May 15 Wallace wrote to the President objecting to Peek's
insistence on using the President as an umpire. Wallace emphasized
the need for unified administration, a point stressed by Appleby.
Roosevelt, concerned with keeping the political support of Peek and
his friends, was unwilling to rule that Peek could not have direct
access to him, but he did take the position that major emphasis
should be given to production adjustment.....

Wallace, in a press conference on 6 December which Peek at-
tended, suggested that the milk-marketing agreements were a total
loss. Afterwards, in the hall, Peek exploded to the reporters who
swarmed around him.....

When Peek began withdrawing documents from the Secretary's
files, Appleby had the files closed to him, an action tantamount
to a declaration of war.

Appleby rushed to discuss strategy with Wallace, suggesting
that Wallace had better go as soon as possible to see the President
and get an understanding that Peek would have to leave the Depart-
ment. This was Appleby's first mention to Wallace that he felt it
was necessary for Peek to go.

Wallace and Appleby went to the White House where Appleby
stayed in the car. Wallace went into the White House, looking
pugnacious for him, but returned about an hour and a half later
looking somewhat deflated. The President had promised to offer
Peek a post as minister to one of the small countries, but had
not promised to remove him from the AAA.

On 12 December 1933, Wallace learned that Peek was leaving
for a post as foreign trade advisor to the President 24/....."

Chester Davis, successor to Peek, strong with the Farm Bureau, departed to
the Federal Reserve Board after three years, following a legal brawl over whether
cotton producer's who signed contracts had to keep the same tenants or the same

22/ Baker, p. 239.
23/ 1bid, p. 240.
24/ Tbid, pp. 241, 242.



number of tenants. 25/ These excerpts from Dr. Baker's '"President's Address to
the Annual Meeting of the Agricultural History Society" in New Orleans in April
1971, gives some of the highlights of this bitter conflict.

"The tensions were building up to a major explosion which came
early in 1935. The immediate issue was the fate of the cotton share-
cropper, rather than the welfare of consumers.

By March 1934 a group including Norman Thomas, the Socialist
party's perennial presidential candidate, William R. Amberson, a
professor at the University of Tennessee Medical College, and others
were pressing the Department on the plight of dispossessed cotton
sharecroppers. Questions were raised concerning the Department's
interpretation of Paragraph 7 of the 1934-35 contract. This para-
graph stated that the producer would endeavor in good faith to bring
about the reduction of acreage in such a manner as to cause the
least possible amount of labor, economic, and social disturbance.

To accomplish this end, the reduction in acreage among tenants would
be as nearly as possible on an equal basis. Two clauses were added
which were subject to different interpretations. The first stated
that, insofar as possible, the landlord would maintain the normal
number of tenants and other employees. The second stated that the
landlord should permit all tenants to continue in the occupancy of
their houses rent free for the years 1934 and 1935 unless any such
tenant should conduct himself so as to become a nuisance or a menace
to the welfare of the producer..... )

Spokesmen for tenants and sharecroppers in the South contend-
ed that the requirement in Paragraph 7 that tenants be allowed to
continue in the occupancy of their houses, couples with the require-
ment that the producer cause the least possible social disturbance,
meant that the landlord had to keep the same tenants rather than
the same number of tenants. Cully Cobb, Chief of the Cotton Pro-
duction Section, in answering one of the inquiries, said the language
could not be made clearer. The landlord was required insofar as
possible to keep not the same tenants, but the normal number of
tenants 26/.....

Jerome Frank, General Counsel of the AAA stated that 'the
Cotton Section's interpretation was diametrically opposed to the
Legal Division's interpretation'. Administrator Davis did not
agree with General Counsel Frank and took the matter to Wallace
who felt he could not support Frank because, 'Farm spokesmen in
the Congress, farm organization leaders and spokesmen for the
cotton industry would be enraged'. Davis then: 'fired Howe and
Gardiner Jackson of the Office of Consumers Counsel and Lee
Pressman, Francis J. Shea, and Frank of the legal Division. Alger
Hiss, who had been in charge of drafting the opinion, escaped with
a reprimand because Davis had worked with him and liked him. Hiss

Century of Service, p. 453.
Baker, p. 247.
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resigned in a few days, saying that he had worked with Davis and
admired him but couldn't stay and keep his self-respect. Christgau,
who had been demoted by Davis, also resigned'. 27/

) But Davis had maneuvered Wallace into a mess, and after the
purge Wallace began to suspect that Davis, like Peek, was ambitious
to be Secretary of Agriculture. Moreover, Wallace, like Appleby,
fundamentally envisioned the Department of Agriculture as reaching
beyond the narrow interests of commercial agriculture.

After the Supreme Court declared the Agricultural Adjustment
Act unconstitutional on 6 January, 1936, H. R. Tolley, who had re-
signed from the AAA to return to the Giannini Foundation, was called
back to Washington to confer on a new program. Wallace decided that
Tolley could handle the job of Administrator, and arranged for David
to go on a trip to Europe while Tolley served as Acting Administrator.
When Davis accepted a position on the Federal Reserve Board in June
1936, Tolley became the third Administrator. 28/

Although Howard Tolley as Administrator of the AAA shared the
broader interests of the Secretary, he took the position that the
AAA was the most important agency in the Department and tended at
times to drag his feet when he received directives from the Secre-
tary's office which differed from his position. Tolley found it
difficult to get his views across to farmers and to state and county
committeemen. He was unable to build up strong support for himself
and the program changes he wanted to make with farmers or with con-
gressional committees.

Wallace felt it was necessary to find another administrator
for the AAA. Appleby told Wallace he could get by with pushing
two administrators out of the Department, but that using the same
tactics on the third would reflect on the Secretary's leadership.
Tolley had important contributions to make to the development of
policies and programs in the Department. It was agreed that he
should be offered another position and persuaded to stay in the
Department.

The decision was made to reconstitute the Bureau of Agricul-
tural Economics as the general planning agency of the Department
and to ask Tolley 29/ to head it. This would make it possible to
appoint R. M. Evans, Assistant to the Secretary, to the position
of Administrator of the AAA. Evans' background as a farmer and
Chairman of the State Committee in Iowa made it possible for him
to communicate with farmers and with the state and county organi-
zations. His experience and his close personal ties to Wallace,
Appleby; and others in the Secretary's office made him more re-
sponsive to policy positions and to directives from that office.
Wallace's interest in the presidency may have influenced the choice
of an administrator who could be considered a representative of

Ibid, p. 250.
Ibid, p. 252.
Ibid, p. 256.



and spokesman for middlewestern farmers. 30/"

R. M. "Spike" Evans, taking office in 1938, lasted as AAA Administrator
until the "Wickard Rebellion" in 1942 when the then Secretary of Agriculture,
Claude R. Wickard, shook up the Department's hierarchy by appointing an eleven-
man Agricultural War Board, made up of eight bureau chiefs and three other
members. Dean Albertson in his book '"Roosevelt's Farmer: Claude R. Wickard
in the New Deal"” 31/ tells what happened.

"The eight men reporting directly to Wickard were Spike Evans,
now head of a more or less combined AAA and Soil Conservation Service;
Beanie Baldwin, Farm Security Administrator; Roy Hendrickson, Chief
of the newly created Agricultural Marketing Administration; Jack
Hutson, raised to president of the Commodity Credit Corporation; Earl
Clapp, Acting Chief of the Forest Service; Eugene Auchter, Chief of
all the research agencies; Al Black, Governor of the Farm Credit Ad-
ministration; and Harry Slatterly, Rural Electrification Administrator.
The three additional men for the War Board were M. Clifford Townsend
(who had been Lieutenant Governor of Indiana when Claude was state
Senator), Director of the Office of Agricultural War Relations; Howard
Tolley, Chief of the BAE; and Extension Director, M. L. Wilson. These
were the men, with but two exceptions, whom Wickard named as his gen-
eral staff in the fight for food.

One exception was Spike Evans. Wickard recognized that the AAA
had been left in charge of the field forces, but that the Secretary
had to supplant Evans' and the Farm Bureau's influence with his own
command. ‘In the reorganization, Evans was boosted to such an admin-
istrative height that the lines of authority, if necessary, could
run directly from the Secretary's office to the War Board, thence
to Wickard's hand-picked Triple-A Administrator, Fred Wallace (no
relation to Henry), and straight out to the field forces. Evans
would linger for another four months in his meaninglessly exalted
position, then leave to become Governor on the Federal Reserve Board.

The other exception was Howard Tolley. As chief of the BAE,
Tolley had made a brilliant record, particularly on his production
goals work. But his relationship to the Secretary had never out-
grown the teacher-student status of earlier years. It was a constant
reminder to Wickard that he ought not be telling men so much older
and wiser than himself what to do--nor did Tolley make any great
effort to let Claude forget that this was the situation. As a re-
sult, BAE economist Oris V. Wells became liaison between Tolley and
the front office,while Tolley moved on loan for several months tc
Leon Henderson's OPA.

30/ 1Ibid, p. 257.
31/ Roosevelt's Farmer: Claude R. Wickard in the New Deal, Dean Albertson,

Columbia University Press, 1961, p. 251.
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Insofar as he could safely do so, Wickard had now replaced all
top-level Wallace appointees with men of his own choice. In Auchter,
Hutson, Shields, and Wells he had found first-rank replacements. The
seemingly unavoidable loss of Appleby, McCamy, Eisenhower gg/, Perkins,
Evans and Tolley, however, had left the USDA with a serious lack of
expert administrative talent. 33/"

Much of the cause of the struggles between top-level officials, intensifi-
ed by personality quirks, was the old one of conservatives versus liberals with
the latter pushing for a Department concerned with social welfare programs for
low income farmers as well as programs for commercial agriculture. This intra-
tribal welfare did not disturb Secretary Wallace unduly, it was his observation
that "friction generates action and energy and that these were needed." 34/
Apparently, the Secretary believed in the old American Indian adage that: "It
is the wolves in the wilderness that keep the elk healthy."

CREATION OF A GRASSROOTS FARMER ADMINISTRATION

In March 1933, there was, of course, no organization nor governmental
machinery on tap for implementing the New Deal farm programs, and one had to be
created fast. At the outset, consideration was given by Wallace and his staff,
to having the Federal Extension Service, with its structure of State Directors,
district supervisors and county agents already in being, made the administra-
tive arm of the program, aided by advisory committees manned primarily by
farmers. 35/ This plan was rejected because of protests, especially from the
Secretary's home state of Iowa, that the Extension Service was '"closely allied
with the Republican party and dominated by the Iowa Farm Bureau." 36/ The
alternative adopted was the creation in all states of a '"farmer administration,"
consisting of county and community committees composed almost entirely of far-
mers elected by their neighbors, a State Advisory Board and a State Board of
Review to administer the program, consisting of the State Ag Statistician, as
Chairman, a farmer member and the director or his representative from the State
Extension Service. 37/ The Extension Service was to make an all important, ex-
tramural contribution in explaining the goals of the program, and its economic
background, educating inexperienced committeemen in the intricacies of contracts
and operating procedures, and as catalytic agents in implementing the AAA pro-
jects. This building up and utilizing of farmer committees as grassroots admin-
istrators of the AAA program was, to Henry Wallace, a prime example of "Economic
democracy in action". 38/

gg/ Milton Eisenhower, brother of Dwight, served as Head, Office of Informa-
tion, USDA, 1928-40. See Century of Service, p. 459.

33/ Albertson, p. 252.

34/ Ibid, p. 247.

35/ Baker, p. 243.

36/ Baker, p. 243.

37/ Baker, p. 245.

38/ New Frontiers, p. 264-266, H. A. Wallace, Reynal and Hitchcock, N.Y., 1934.
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Thousands of meetings were held in rural areas attended by hundreds of
thousands of farm people. In Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri and South Dakota
alone, 4,500 educational-explanatory meetings were held attended by over 400,000
people. 39/ The economic sermon preached over and over at all these farm meet-
ings was basically very simple.

The U.S. had changed from being a debtor to being a creditor nation.
Either we must forget the debts owed us or import more goods from overseas.

There are only three ways these increased imports could be paid for--with
gold, goods or services. Since this country did not have that much gold, nor
could provide services to foreign nations of such high value, we must export
more goods abroad, especially farm products.

Until exports of farm products were greatly increased, production must be
controlled, and since the individual farmer, unlike the automobile manufacturer,
could not by himself, bring about the required reduced production, the govern-
ment must accomplish it and compensate the farmer for his contribution to a
joint effort that benefitted the producer and consumer alike.

Urgent Demands for Additional Agricultural Statistics

The New Deal's vast, complex, varied, and ubiquitous farm programs re-
quired statistics at the state, county, community and even farm level, never
dreamed of before. The Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates was looked to
for this mass of basic data. W. F. Callander, Head, Division of Crop and
Livestock Estimates in Washington, had anticipated this development and on
March 24, 1933 sent a Crop Estimates Memoranda (CEM #55), marked "Strictly Con-
fidential™ to all Statisticians in Charge of a State office, alerting them to
the impending demands that they provide county estimates for commodities in
surplus supply.

This was followed on April 27 by CEM # 64 confirming the role of the Crop
Reporting Service as the primary source of statistics needed to formulate plans
and to establish quotas essential for operating the production adjustment pro-
grams. Writing three years later about this aspect of the problems of produc-
tion control, three renowned economists stated:

"The records and expert knowledge of the Division of Crop and
Livestock Estimates were indispensable in making decisions at almost
every stage in the formulation of control programs." 40/

As plans and procedures developed in Washington, they were incorporated
into CEM's (Crop Estimates Memoranda) which bombarded State offices for the

39/ Livestock Under the AAA, p. 330 footnote.
40/ Three Years of the AAA, Edwin G. Nourse, Joseph S. Davis, John D. Black,
Brookings Institute, Washington, D.C., p. 53.
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next several months. These memos were prepared primarily by Dr. Charles F.
Sarle, aided by J. L. Orr and Oscar A. Day, all with very bright minds and a
passion for detail. Trying to be helpful, they endeavored to give flexibility
to their procedure, but with scant regard for the fact that flexibility and
complexity are inseparable twins.

Corn-Hog Juniors

To provide state offices with assistance with these constantly expanding
projects, the Civil Service rolls and other possible sources of recruits were
canvassed and a quick hiring made of 92 junior statisticians who became labeled
as "Corn-Hog Juniors" since so many of them worked on the Corn-Hog Reduction
Program. Many of these short-term appointees, Brooks included, stayed on and
became permanent members of the Crop Reporting Service. They were, for the
most part, competent men who went on to become leaders of the organization.

The list is too long to recite here, but a few names will establish the point:
Glenn D. Simpson, Arnold Nordquist, Jap Pallesen, Ward Henderson, John Wilson,
Clem Heltemes, Miles McPeek, Creighton Guellow, Archie Langley, and Coyle

Whitworth.

Funds for the sharp escalation in professional and clerical staffs, travel,
office space, equipment and related costs, and to restore a tentative cut in the
regular appropriation, were provided by a special allotment of some $750,000
from the President's emergency funds 41/ essentially doubling the money normal-
ly available to the agency. The augmented staff was the largest in the history
of the Crop Reporting Service, but whether the increase in personnel matched
the additional workload was hotly debated. However, there would be no turning
back.

It was, therefore, as a newly hired Corn-Hog Junior that Brooks presented
himself that December day in 1933 to that affable dynamo, Leslie M. Carl, Stat-
istician in Charge of the Iowa office of the Crop and Livestock Reporting Ser-
vice. He was not the only new recruit in the Iowa office; in fact, there was
a total of nine -- one for each of the Crop Reporting Districts into which, for
statistical purposes, the state had been divided on the basis of agricultural
and geographical homogeneity. Within a short time one of the recruits -- an
obvious misfit -- disappeared in compliance with an admonition in a memorandum
(CEM #123) from the Big Chief in Washington dated November 14, 1933 that stated:

"If, after a week or 10 days any of these men should prove that
they are incompetent to handle the work, the termination of their ap-
pointment should be recommended at once with the reasons therefore.
It is essential that these men are the type who can work well with
the farmers."

41/ Crop and Livestock Estimates "Appropriations and Allotments, Fiscal Years
1865-1944, prepared by Paul L. Koenig, 1944, SRS files. Also, see '"The Story
of Ag. Est.", p. 78.
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The group of young men represented an assortment of backgrounds. The
names of other Jr. Statisticians in the Iowa Office that come quickly to mind
are Harry Henderson, Frank Lombard, Wally Hampton and Al Kendall. A training
program was hastily improvised by the Statistician in Charge, Leslie Carl, and
his Assistant, Julius Peters. Literature concerning the history, organization
and procedures of the Crop Reporting Service was provided. A four-part "“cor-
respondence course on rudimentary statistical techniques" that had been pre-
pared in Washington by S. R. Newell, was diligently pursued. A clerk taught
the rookies to operate a comptometer and Peters initiated the neophytes into
the inexact art of editing and matching Rural Carrier cards. These prelimin-
aries out of the way, each man prepared a rather detailed analysis of data per-
taining to his assigned district in the State.

Corn-Hog Conference in Des Moines, 1934

Early in January, 1934, an educational and explanatory conference was held
in Des Moines to introduce the Corn-Hog Program to the State Corn-Hog Board,
County Committee Chairmen, and Statisticians involved in the gargantuan task.
Speakers covered the economic background of the corn-hog situation and secondly
explained the details of the contract and related forms. 42/ A large contingent
attended from Washington, including such stalwarts as W. F. Callander, Head of
the Crop and Livestock Reporting Service and Chairman of the Crop Reporting
Board; Dr. Charles F. Sarle, Principal Ag. Statistician on loan to AAA; J. A.

42/ Livestock Under the AAA, p. 329.
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Becker, Statistical Research Consultant; C. L. Harlan, in Charge of the Live-
stock Section; and John B. Shepard, in Charge of the Dairy Products Section.
During a discussion of the program, frequent reference was made to 'gilts."
Finally, Harry Henderson, a town boy raised in Eldon, Iowa asked ''What is a
gilt?" He learned fast, however, and went on to become an Information Special-
ist in the Department.

MEET MR. CALLANDER

Seeing Mr. Callander in action at the Corn-Hog Conference was an eye
opening experience. He was not an impressive speaker, and for the most part,
left the podium to others, especially to the erudite C. F. Sarle. From a seat
at the edge of the room near the door, Callander watched and listened, spoke
softly to his bevy of aids, and wandered in and out of the room. To the know-
ledgeable, however, there was never any doubt as to who was in control of the
proceedings. Callander had the attributes that John B. Canning, Counselor to
the Secretary of Agriculture in the early 1940's, thought essential in a leader
-- "the hard mind, the moral courage, and the soft heart, (required) to succeed
in quasi-judicial matters involving human relations.'" 43/ When Mr. Callander
died at the age of 88, bearers of his funeral represented all echelons of the
agency from the Administrator to support services and retirees. 43A/

As was said about Roosevelt's crippled condition, the thing you noticed
first about Callander, his complete baldness, was the thing you forgot first
about him. This condition may have been associated with an incident that oc-
curred in 1926 when Senator Thomas Heflin of Alabama, known as ''Tom-Tom," be-
cause of his vehement tirades in the Senate, became incensed at one of the
cotton forecasts. The irrascible Senator called for an investigation and when
he learned that Callander, Chairman of the U.S. Crop Reporting Board, had been
born in Canada, he was outraged. 'The idea," he bellowed, "of a Canadian com-
ing down here telling our southern farmers how much cotton they've got!"™ Actu-*
ally, Callander had been a citizen of the United States for many years, but he
had been born in Canada where his father had been in the lumber business. A
logging railroad was built, snaking its way through the timber, and the end of
the line was named Callander for the boss whose son, William F. was born there
in 1880. Callander, Ontario, became world famous many years later when the
Dionne quintuplets were born there. Perhaps it was merely coincidence, but
following the cotton squabble in 1926, Mr. Callander lost all his hair, even
the eyebrows, and it never returned. 44/

43/ Canning to Secretary of Agriculture, November 25, 1942, National Archives.
43A/ They were (Representing): Administrator, R. P. Handy; Div. Directors,

R. K. Smith; Branch Chiefs, Ralph Stauber; Section Heads, J. J. Morgan; State
Offices, J. M. Koepper; Admin. Services, W. H. Evans; Retirees and former heads
of CRS, P. L. Koenig; Friends of the Family, Al Miller. (Administrator and
Deputy Administrator were out of town), E. M. Brooks, Reader File 12/6/68.

Also see '""That Reminds Me," by Allen Barkley, p. 129. Heflin, "Had a voice

as penetrating as a steamboat whistle."

44/ Personal interviews with Callauder's son Ronald.

15



Mr. Callander joined the Department in 1905 as a stenographer in the
Bureau of Plant Industry and served as Private Secretary to the Secretary of
Agriculture, David F. Houston, 1913-15, where he learned much about the func-
tions and workings of the Department. Along the way he acquired an LLB and
took courses in mathematics and statistics. He was appointed Field Agent for
Wisconsin in 1915 and later for a time, was in charge of the Ohio office. 1In
1923, he was made Head of the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates, a posi-
tion he held until he retired in 1950 except for intermittent brief periods,
when he was Assistant Administrator and Comptroller of the AAA (1935-37) and
during World War II when he taught at the University of Florida and, for a time,
directed the Agricultural Census. Callander had a restless mind that roamed
over the problems of the day seeking solutions which, when found, were prompt-
ly implemented. He always had the interest of his men uppermost in his mind,
bragging on their achievements and urging them to improve their technical know-
ledge and managerial skills. He moved men around '"like checkers on a board",
always with a view of improving the service and utilizing the man's abilities
to best advantage, although they did not always agree with his thinking. An
inveterate traveler, he roamed the state offices constantly. 'One whiff of
train smoke and he was gone,'" Harlan said. 45/

Although of a friendly nature, no one took liberties with him, and no one
ever called him Bill despite the old doggeral:

My Mother calls me William; My Father calls me Will;
My sister calls me Willie; But the fellers call me Bill.

Callander like to talk about his plans, programs, projects and people. He was
never in short supply in respect to new projects and exciting prospects, for
which he was an eternal optimist. Knowles A. Ryerson, Dean of Agriculture,
University of California at Berkeley, remarked to George Scott, State Statisti-
cian, that he "liked and admired Mr. Callander, but he wished Callander would
just once come out to California and let them tell him about some of their plans,
programs and problems.' 46/

Many men when they retire take on the appearance of a shriveled, discarded,
cicada shell, but not so with WFC. Long before he had his rendezvous with Re-
tirement, he started studying calculus and advanced statistical techniques pre-
paratory to teaching at the University of Florida.

PROBLEMS OF STATE CORN-HOG BOARDS

The task confronting the AAA officials in Iowa, as well as elsewhere, was
formidable. All were engaged in a new, revolutionary and complex undertaking
for which there was no background of experience, no precedence to use as guide-
lines, and no trained staff to implement the mammouth project. Everything had

45/ Omnibus Supplement, June 1942.
46/ Personal Interview with George Scott.
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to be improvised, amidst great confusion and under the pressure of urgent dead-
lines and the wrath and anxieties of a people driven almost to distraction by
the economic calamities that had befallen them. The planners and implementors
of the New Deal farm programs were indeed, as Roosevelt put it in his bill to
Congress, journeying along "a new and untrod road." 47/

Although the Crop Reporting Service had for years prepared state estimates
" of the acreage, yield and production of corn, and numbers of sows farrowed and
pigs raised, these data were not considered fully adequate for use as State
allotments, especially in respect to hogs. 1In any event an estimate of total
production for a state did not represent that covered by contracts of something
less than all farmers in the state.

Dr. D. A. Fitzgerald goes on to say--

"Consequently, unusually elaborate plans were laid to tap all
possible sources of information, including the contracts themselves,
in determining state and county corn-hog quotas. The task was del-
egated almost entirely to the Division of Crop and Livestock Esti-
mates of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics through its central
office in Washington and its branch offices in the 48 states. Most
check data came directly or indirectly from three sources: (1)
Department of Agriculture surveys of acreages, yields, hog litters,
hogs saved, and hogs raised; (2) state census or tax assessment
figures; and (3) the 1930 United States census. The compilation
and summarization of material from these sources both in Washington
and in the State offices of the division was done late in 1933 and
in the early part of 1934." 48/

Despite the haste with which these state quotas had been prepared, and
the shakiness of some of the source material used, they were to become almost
non-violable standards.

The State Corn-Hog Advisory Committee, that provided overall guidance for
the program in Iowa, had as its Chairman, R. M. "Spike" Evans of Laurens, lowa,
and, as members, Ralph Smith of Newton, Iowa; R. K. Bliss, Director, Extension
Service of Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa; and State Senator William McArthur,
Mason City, Iowa. 49/

The program's administrative arm, the State Board of Review for Iowa, con-
sisted of L. M. Carl, Federal-State Agricultural Statistician, Chairman; J. L.
Boatman, Iowa State Extension Service; and R. M. Evans, the Chairman of the

47/ Three Years of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration, p. 17, by

E. G. Nourse, Joseph S. Davis, and John D. Black, Brookings Institution, 1937.
48/ Livestock Under the AAA, p. 104, 105.

49/ "Agricultural Adjustment” - A Report of Administration of the AAA, May
1933 to February 1934, U.S. GPO, Washington, D.C., 1934, p. 133.
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Iowa Corn-Hog Advisory Committee. 49A/ The Board of Review was charged by the
Corn-Hog Section in Washington with three primary functions: (1) examining and
approving contracts and certifying them to the Corn-Hog Administration in
Washington, (2) establishing county and township quotas, and (3) assisting
county allotment committees in making whatever final adjustments would be nec-
essary within the counties to conform with quotas established. 49B/

The Washington headquarters of the AAA gave the State Board of Review
specific quotas on corn acreage and hog numbers which could not be exceeded
without permission. The Board, using the talent and statistics of the Iowa
office of the Crop and Livestock Reporting Service, 50/ in turn determined an
allocation of these state quotas to the 100 counties in Iowa, with the same
restrictive clause on exceeding them.

County agricultural agents supported by a five man county committee and a
committee of three farmers in each community (township in Iowa), carried on an
active program to get producers to sign contracts. Signers of a Corn-Hog con-
tract agreed to reduce their 1934 corn acreage by not less than 20 percent 51/
and the number of hogs produced for market, at least 25 percent below their re-
spective 1932-33 averages. Upon compliance with this production control program,
participating farmers were to receive payment of 30 cents a bushel on the aver-
age yield of the corn acreage taken out of production, and $5 per head on the
number of hogs he was permitted to raise. 52/ Enthusiasm for this projected
program was widespread as it seemed to hold out some hope for adjusting pro-
duction sufficiently to bring about a rise in prices and, in any event, it
would bring in some desperately needed cash.

County Corn—-Hog Organization

The agricultural agent was the key man in implementing the AAA programs
in most counties. Corn-hog farmers in the various communities elected a
committee of three men, the Chairman becoming automatically a member of the
County Corn-Hog Control Association. This body then elected, out of its
membership, a County Allotment Committee consisting of a President (Chairman)
and 2 to 4 members.

In most counties, the wheel-horses of the program were the AAA County

ﬁgﬁJ Richard H. Roberts, Masters Thesis, University of Iowa, 1934,

Unpublished, p. 27.

49B/ 1Ibid, p. 60.

50/ The Crop Reporting Service has had many labels over the past hundred
years, but in this narrative the term Crop Reporting Service will be used

most frequently up to World War II and thereafter, '"Ag Estimates,"

51/ For 1935 a reduction on only 10 percent was required and the payment was
increased from 30 to 35 cents per bushel. "Livestock Under the AAA " pp. 163-164.
52/ Livestock Under the AAA, p. 336, footnote 16.

18



Tabulators, one for each 300 to 500 contracts. 53/ These indispensable and
crucially important Tabulator Clerks were selected, with the advice and con-
sent of the county agent, from the top three people taking a specially design-
ed arithmetic test 53A/ designed in Washington by S. R. Newell. It was a very
effective device and was widely used later for sorting out applicants with
aptitude for, and knowledge of how to handle the tabulation and computation of
figures. In transmitting instructions to State stats who had responsibility
for grading the tests, CEM #1144, December 29, 1933, concluded:

"One word of caution. Be impartial in your ratings of the
test, follow the rules rigidly. Be prepared to defend your posi-
tion against all possible contest."

The Corn-Hog Juniors were busy throughout the winter and spring months
working with county agents, county control committees, and the county tabula-
tor clerks in details of the sign-up campaign. '

Everybody involved in the program worked extremely hard with no regard for
overtime, Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays. All were glad to have a paying job,
especially one that promised to do so much good for so many deserving people.

o

Julius Peters, Allan Miller, c. 1937, (Note the circular sliderule or Omnimetre).

53/ See Appendix for Sample Test.
53A/ Livestock Under the AAA, p. 82.
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The work of filling out contracts went well or so it seemed. However,
Brooks had a personal problem of prime importance. In Des Moines, he had be-
come re-acquainted with a girl he had known all her life and they wanted to
get married, but he was deeply concerned about his murky job status. Perturbed
beyond measure, he talked to Julius Peters, Asst. State Statistician for Iowa
about the advisability of taking such a step. Julius gave a very solemn and
eminently sensible discourse on the seriousness of the marriage state, the
desirability of being well established in a job with funds to fall back on in
case of emergency, etcetera, etcetera. It was sound advice, but not at all
what Brooks wanted to hear. Shortly thereafter, Dr. Charles F. Sarle came by
on one of his periodic visits to Iowa, and Brooks went to him with his problem,
but took a different approach than he had with Julius. He did not ask Sarle
about the advisability of getting married, but instead asked him, "What do you
think my chances are of continuing in the Crop Reporting Service?'" Sarle re-
plied that with Brooks' background and education, he thought his prospects were
excellent - that 'these programs were here to stay." That did it! On June 10,
1934, Brooks went to the altar with a bride on his arm and a 30-day extension
of his expired 6-month appointment in his pocket.

Trauma Over State and County Quotas

In the meantime, a storm was brewing that was to shake the Corn-Hog pro-
gram from top to bottom. The exhilarating sign-up campaign had apparently been
conducted well, hope was high and all seemed rosy when there came a shocker out
of the Corn-Hog section of the AAA in Washington. In May and June State and
county quotas on corn acreage and hog numbers were released in Washington, and
every state and county had exceeded their quota. Nationally, on the 1,200,000
Corn-Hog contracts that had been signed, 54/ the corn acres claimed averaged
3.6 percent above the quota in major corn producing states, much higher else-
where, yield per acre, 5-15 percent; and hog numbers a whopping 12 percent,
ranging from less than 10 percent in some counties to over 100 percent in
others. 55/

On the average, one hog in each eight that farmers had claimed on their
contracts, had to be removed before payments could be made. Such a cut meant
money out of the farmer's eagerly awaited contract checks; money he had confi-
dently expected to receive soon.

A howl of anguish and pain went up across the nation, and beat upon the
ears of every Corn-Hog committeeman, State Board member, Extension worker,
statistician and any one else involved in any way in the program. The protests
grew so fierce that on June 21, 1934, the American Farm Bureau Federation wired
the Secretary of Agriculture to abandon county quotas. 56/

54/ Fitzgerald, p. 369 (Appendix).
55/ Fitzgerald, p. 107.
56/ Livestock in the AAA, p. 108, D. A. Fitzgerald, Brookings Institute,

Washington, D. C., 1935.
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Recount in Iowa

In Iowa a total of 173,565 Corn-Hog contracts had been signed involving
10,576,079 acres of corn of which 2,472,720 were to be taken out of produc-
tion. 57/

After about 6 million dollars had been paid to Iowa contract signers,
further payments were suspended when a hassle developed between the AAA in
Washington and the Iowa Corn-Hog Board of Review. The Rental Benefit Audit
Section discovered a '"discrepancy, presumably due to a misunderstanding or
error in calculation, existed between the aggregate of the county totals ac-
tually used as a basis for contract adjustment, and the State hog quota estab-
lished by the Department of Agriculture." 1In the AAA press release #221-35,
July 28, 1934, the Iowa Board of Review claimed that the AAA had authorized
an increase in the State hog quota; this the AAA denied. 58/

The result was a re-check of contracts in most Iowa counties which re-
duced the difference between the original contract totals and original quotas
by perhaps 10 percent - a very unpopular enterprise. Most farmers kept few
records of their purchases and sales of products; hence the auditing of indi-
vidual contracts became, very often, a matter of reasonable assumption.

According to D.A. Fitzgerald who presents a detailed study of the Corn-
Hog Program in his book, Livestock Under the AAA, there were three principal
causes of over-statement in claims of hogs raised during the base period
1932-33: 59/

1. Hogs farrowed before December 1, 1931 were included (although
marketed in 1932-33) they were not eligible to be claimed;
also some farrowed after December 1, 1933 were illegally
claimed.

2. Feeder pigs were erroneously included that had not been
farrowed by the signer, but bought by him.

3. False Claims - deliberate attempts to claim hogs that never
existed.

A notorious attempt to defraud was made by an Iowa farmer who decided he would
add 100 hogs at an average weight of 200 pounds to his sales receipt. In mak-
ing the alterations, however, he very carelessly used a different color ink
which was detected by a committeeman who gleefully deleted the phantom pigs.
However, a Colorado farmer who tried a similar caper got past the local com—
mittee, but was caught at a higher level and sentenced September 29, 1934, to

57/ 1bid, p. 369.

58/ Livestock in the AAA, p. 114 footnote, D. A. Fitzgerald, Brookings
Institute, Washington, D.C., 1935.

59/ Livestock in the AAA, p. 111, D. A. Fitzgerald, Brookings Institute,
Washington, D.C., 1935.
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18 months in the Federal Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas. 60/

Travail in Michigan

Meanwhile, Michigan was having severe Corn-Hog problems of its own and
the decision was made to.delegate Don Wilson, Del de Haan and E. M. Brooks to
assist in that State. Arriving in Lansing, the trouble shooters were told
there was one county in particular, where farmers reportedly were in a danger-
ous frame of mind because of the mess they were in on their Corn-Hog contracts.
A protest meeting was being held that night in a County Court House a few miles
away and the three "foreigners'" were dispatched to deal with the situation.
The court room was crowded to the windows with unsmiling, grim-faced farmers,
emanating a distinctly hostile attitude. The Chairman of the County Corn-Hog
Committee, a farmer, opened the meeting with a terse review of the bizarre and
painful history of the program in the county. In January, 1934, the then county
agent, with more zeal than judgment, had hurriedly rounded up a relatively large
number of Corn-Hog farmers, had the contracts typed, final signature applied,
and the contracts sent to Washington in a week's time, with assurance to the
signers that the benefit checks would be forthcoming within a few days. Upon
investigation, it was found that the '"completed" contracts contained 117 over-
statement on hogs for market, and that the whole job had to be done over. This
exasperating re-run had been accomplished in fair humor, but now once again
they were informed that the claims of hogs raised still exceeded the county
quota as dictated by the State Board. This meant that a messy, irritating, time
consuming appraisal of each signed contract again would be necessary and a lot
of hog claims would have to be disallowed. The whole county was in an uproar
over this latest development and tonight's meeting had been arranged so that
these three AAA "experts" could explain the new demands and find some way to
alleviate the situation.

Don Wilson, on loan from the Maryland office, led off with a very calm and,
what seemed to be, logical and meaningful explanation of the functioning of the
Corn-Hog Section in Washington, D.C., the necessity for quotas, their impartial
allocation to the states and subsequently to each county. No lessening of
tension.

Brooks followed with more of the same, with the same result. No thawing
of the chilly atmosphere.

The new county agricultural agent made some placid remarks, No response.
The young county attorney, very pleasantly, touched on some legal aspects, and
even tried to inject some humor into his comments. It fell flat. Nothing ap-
peared to have had any conciliatory effect on the crowd that had frequently
interrupted with harsh questions and uncomplimentary remarks about bureaucrats
and Washington officials. The outlook was glum,

60/ Livestock in the AAA, p. 349 footnote, D. A. Fitzgerald, Brookings
Institute, Washington, D.C., 1935.
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Then Del de Haan began to talk. Tall, lean, weathered, with strong cal-
loused hands, he leaned back easily against a desk and began very quietly,
saying in essence:

"Gentlemen, I am not a bureaucrat, and I am not from Washington.

In fact, I have never been in Washington. I am an Iowa farmer, my
brother and I operate a 380 acre farm in Marion County, Iowa. We
raise corn and hogs and other such things and manage a few other
farms. My neighbors elected me a community Committeeman and I am

a member of the Marion County Corn-Hog Reduction Board. I know

what your problems are because I have had the same ones. We had

a county quota too, and the hogs claimed exceeded it so much that

we had to go back through the contracts twice in order to take out
21,000 hogs."

Now everybody in the court room was listening. Here was the voice of ex-
perience. They raised questions, but no longer in belligerence, but seeking
to learn. Finally, at midnight the meeting closed, not with cheers, but not
with jeers, either. 61/

Del de Haan continued his trouble shooting career for several years,
working in Pennsylvania, the northeastern states from Maine to Virginia, and
in Minnesota and Wisconsin, among others. After a stint in the D.C. office of
the Triple A, and as its statistician for Iowa, he returned to farming and other
activities in Pella, Iowa, where in 1976 he was Vice-President and Director of
the National Bank when not loafing around his 2 1/2 acre urban-rural lot. 61A/

This was the worst encounter and visits thereafter, to other Michigan
counties, were peaceful and usually quite pleasant. However, no one, farmer
committeemen, county agents, nor statisticians, got any pleasure out of the
wretched business of combing through each Corn-Hog contract for questionable
claims of hogs that could be deleted because their existence could not be
- supported by sales slips or other documentary evidence. The farmer committee-
men were in an exceedingly difficult situation. It had seemed quite an honor
to be elected by your neighbors to the Community Committee, and then to the
County Production Control Board. Your name looked impressive in the local
newspaper, and the new deference and attention was ego massaging. But now,
everything was different, the hateful, agonizing, task had to be faced of
meeting the implacable county quotas rigidly upheld by the State Board, and
beyond, by the AAA in Washington. Tough decisions had to be made with con-
sequent lower benefit payments for old friends and good neighbors, already
hard pressed by adversity -- decisions that often were difficult to defend on
plausible grounds. The unsung heroes of the Corn-Hog Program of 1934 and 1935
were the county and local committeemen who manfully tramped over every farm

61/ Personal Narrative, and confirmed by Del de Haan in 1976 (see letter in
SRS files).
61A/ Personal correspondence with Del de Haan, 1976.
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checking corn acreages for compliance, appraising yields per acre and, despite
the sniping and snarling all about them, somehow come to terms with their as-
signed quotas.

In discussing the tattoo of criticism stirred up by the AAA program,
Fitzgerald stated:

"State extension supervisors, the Corn-Hog Section, and the
Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates came in for a share of
the blame. In fact, the State supervisors and junior statisticians
frequently bore the brunt of the initial attack as they travelled
from county to county in the field. Many of the extension super-
visors, though by no means all, were inclined to side with the
producer in the controversy. County agents were naturally even more
prone to support the producers' claims. -- Indeed, State corn-hog
committees, corn-hog fieldmen, and the farmer and extension service
members of the State boards of review themselves by no means solid-
ly supported the quotas." 62/

This array left the statisticians to bear the brunt of resentment of the
hated quotas and associated grievances. The result was a decline in support
of the regular crop reporting program, as evidenced by this statement by
Dr. Fitzgerald:

"The controversy, at least for the time being, appreciably
reduced the number of reports submitted to the Division of Crop
and Livestock Estimates by its volunteer reporters. The number of
pig survey reports in the fall of 1934 was 12 percent below the
number of replies received in the fall of 1933 for the United
States as a whole, and much less than this in some states, and the
number of 'intentions to plant' reports in the spring of 1935 was
about 5 percent less than usual. A new element of bias had like-
wise been injected into them." 63/

In Iowa there was a precipitous drop in the number of Rural Carrier Fa.
Acreage cards tabulated in 1934 (8,371), as compared to 1933 (11,017). A de-
cline of nearly one-fourth. In 1935 there was a further decrease in returns
to 6,764 and in 1936, the low point, only 6,422 cards were tabulated. Not
until 1938, five years after the bitter resentment over the quotas established
by the Crop Reporting Service in 1934, did the returns for Iowa (11,622) again
reach the 1933 level. 64/ No doubt other factors -- the severe droughts during
that period and political considerations -- played a part in the lowered re-

62/ Livestock in the AAA, p. 108, D. A. Fitzgerald, Brookings Institute,
Washington, D.C., 1935.

63/ 1bid, p. 108.

64/ Data provided by Duane Skow, SIC, Iowa, 1976, SRS files.
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turns, but it seems probable that a major consideration was lingering resent-
ment over the unfortunate quota fiasco.

In the end, for the 1.2 million contract signers in the United States,
the corn acreage allowed above the quotas was less than one percent. The
average yield per acre of corn was 14 percent above the quota. For hogs no
comparable figures are available, but the number of hogs allowed undoubtedly
exceeded the quotas by a significant amount. 65/

Verne H. Church, SIC, Michigan

Verne H. Church, SIC for Michigan, ran a smoothly functioning, highly re-
garded office with a firm, but benign hand. He had started his government
career with the Weather Bureau in 1902 at a salary of $840 per annum, but
transferred to the Bureau of Statistics in 1914 as a traveling Field Agent
when he ranked 8th nationally in a Civil Service examination. The title of
Field Agent rankled with most of the 17 men engaged in this work around the
country as it ''smacked of insurance agents, bank agents, and all other types of
agents, not too popular with the public. The title was changed to 'Agricultural
Statistician' on July 1, 1920, and our dignity was appeased thereby." 66/ The
Bureau's name was also changed in 1914 from "Statistics'" to "Estimates'", because
it was believed that "the public took the term statistics to mean that the fig-
ures issued were definite and absolutely accurate, whereas the term 'Estimates'
would lead to an interpretation more in accord with their actual character." 67/

In those early days, no clerical staff was provided and Church had to do
the mailing, tabulating, analysis and report writing himself. He spent most
of his time traveling around Michigan, on foot and by horse and buggy, train,
interurban and, at Church's instigation, by hired car with a driver, since it
had been ruled illegal to pay an employee for use of his personal automobile.
Mr. Church was an innovator and introduced such practices as appraising crop
acreages by counting fields and number of telephone poles across their front
from train windows. 68/ Also, when use of pérsonal automobiles was legalized
in 1921, he attached to the instrument board a box with eight or so compartments
labelled corn, wheat, etc., and dropped in a bean as a tally as he traversed a
prescribed route through agricultural areas of the State. This system had its
frailties as Virgil Childs, then SIC, Georgia, learned to his sorrow. After
a long, hot day spent dropping beans in the box, his car went awry, upset, and
scattered his precious tallies all over the road. 69/

To stimulate interest in crop reporting, Church regularly had exhibits at

65/ Fitzgerald, p. 369.

66/ Verne H. Church Memoirs, 1943, p. 8, Unpublished, SRS files.
67/ 1Ibid, p. 6.

68/ 1Ibid, p. 10. Also claimed for B. B. Hare, SIC, S.C.

69/ Personal Interview.
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state and county fairs 70/ where, to attract attention, he conducted a guessing
contest.

"A five-gallon glass jar was partly filled with white pea
beans. The exact net weight of the beans was determined by the
State Inspector of Weights and Measures and kept secret by him.

He then officially sealed the jar. -- Prizes donated by firms
having business relations with the Department, were given for the
nearest guesses. --Our first effort, at the State Fair, resulted
in obtaining 2,000 guesses which, when tabulated gave an average
six percent above the actual weight. In transporting the jar
from that fair, it was accidentally broken. Examination of pieces
of the glass disclosed that it ranged in thickness from one-fourth
to one-half inch, which gave it a slight magnifying effect which

- possibly accounted for the guessing average being too high. For
the next fair, we obtained a globe-shaped container from the chem-
ical laboratory made of very thin glass. Although the number of
guesses obtained was much smaller, the error averaged only 26
hundredths of one percent." 71/

Another of his projects involved getting children in Vocational High
Schools to fill out, tabulate, and analyze crop reports based on data for their
father's or neighbor's farm. In 1930 when the project had to be abandoned
because of the pressure of other work in his office, there were 125 schools
participating and the class enrollment was 2,500 students.

Although Mr. Church never attended college, he taught a course in statis-
tics for several years to Junior and Senior students at Michigan State Univer-
sity. He had a clear, methodical,. analytical mind and a continuing interest
in promoting work in agricultural statistics. He, and his very capable assist-
ant, Irwin Holmes, taught their Corn-Hog Juniors a great deal during that
summer and fall of 1934.

The 41 state offices were marvelous training centers as the Stats-in-
Charge were, for the most part, competent craftsmen and had an interest in
teaching younger men not only the techniques and procedures regularly used in
the estimating program, but also management ploys and stratagems, production
and marketing practices, pitfalls of cooperation with local, state, and fed-
eral agencies, and private industry. The SIC's were also innovative, and
initiated many, if not most of the new methodology that became a standard part of
the agency's accummulated storehouse of "know-how' used to push forward a multi-
plex and mushrooming program.

70/ 1Ibid, p. 19.
71/ 1Ibid, p. 29.
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Regional C-H Conference, Indianapolis

A Regional Corn-Hog Meeting was held on December 18-19, 1934, in Indian-
apolis, Indiana, and Mr. Church took Brooks with him, traveling by bus to
Detroit and thence to Indianapolis by train. As usual the ''grapevine' was
working overtime during the meeting and it was soon learned that a permanent
P-1 position would be vacated in Kentucky when C. E. Burkhead was transferred
to Oklahoma within a few months. This really set the adrenalin flowing as a
secure position was Brooks' greatest concern and one in Kentucky, a favorite
state, would be beyond all reasonable expectations. Mr. Church understood
Brooks' concern but was reluctant to lose a person Wwho had learned something
in five months about his regular office operations, as well as AAA programs;
however, he said to go ahead and talk to H. F. Bryant, SIC for Kentucky, who
was attending the Indianapolis conference. This conversation seemed to go
favorably although no commitments were made, and Brooks left Indianapolis a day
ahead of Mr. Church, still uncertain, but excited. On the way through Detroit
a policeman got on the bus '"hawking' newspapers and Brooks gave him a dollar
expecting ninety-five cents in change, but the cop kept the whole dollar! It
was a fund raising deal under which, once a year, Detroit policemen sold news-
papers for charity and they always 'kept the change.'" It was not at all funny
at the time as the dollar represented one-fourth of his travel expenses.

On January 10, 1935, Mr. Church received a wire that Brooks was to go to
Kentucky and on January 25, 1935, he reported to H. F. Bryant, SIC, in Louisville
for his third State Office assignment, still temporary, but with prospects. All
of the ninety Corn-Hog Juniors were going through a similar process of finding
a permanent location in the Crop Reporting Service, and eventually practically
all, that so desired, stayed on and made a career in the Agency. The experi-
ences of many of them are touched on in this narrative.

TRANSFER TO KENTUCKY

The Kentucky office staff was small, consisting of only three regular
clerks, 72/ Mr. Bryant, and the Assistant position in which Brooks was not con-
firmed for more than six months, although he functioned in that capacity after
Burkhead left. In addition, there was a part-time price clerk, 73/ about 40
temporary AAA clerks and four C-H Juniors -- Archie Sabin, Dave Morris, Robert
C. Guthrie, and Harve Mobley. The latter was considerable of a character.
Raised in eastern Kentucky, he had many of the characteristics of mountain
people, including an exceedingly fast mind and native shrewdness. His poten-
tial was limited only by his philosphic attitude that he could handle any
situation without effort. He explained his approach to life by telling a story
about a lion-killing billy goat. It seems that a goat one day took refuge from
a storm in a cave; and shortly a lion, out looking for a meal, wandered in.
"Aha," said the lion, "now isn't that luck, here I am almost starved, and I

72/ Stella Doyle, Elsie Dawers, and Louise Frye.
73/ Emily Baird.
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find a nice juicy goat to eat!" '"Watch yourself fellow," replied the goat,

"I guess you don't know who I am.'" '"Well, who are you?" snarled the lion, "I"
said the goat trying to look fierce, "am the famous lion-killing billy goat,
and I am going to kill one right now!" Whereupon, he put down his head and

lunged at the lion which turned tail and ran.

Harve was very helpful in getting the Corn-Hog contracts completed in the
part of the State he knew best. One day when he was planning a trip to Clay
County in the eastern part of the State, a piece appeared in the Louisville
Courier-Journal that caused some concern for his safety. It read as follows:

CLAY RITES PREVENTED BY AMBUSH
Mourners for Slain Youth Fired on, Forced to Delay Burial
Manchester, Ky. -- June 20, 1935 -- AP...

Mourners escorting the body of a slain youth, James Cupp, to
a family graveyard in a remote section of Clay County were fired
upon from ambush yesterday, it was learned today.

Members of the funeral party said shots came from three dif-
ferent places in the underbrush. The party returned to the home
of the youth's mother and planned to make another attempt to bury
the body today.

Cupp was shot Tuesday in a section of the county where fac-
tional feeling has been reported running high. Reports received
here said the man alleged to have slain Cupp is armed and accom-
panied by fifteen or twenty armed men.

Sheriff T. C. McDaniel, who recently was requested by Circuit
Judge W. E. Begley to take steps toward getting State police to
assist in restoring order in that section of the county said today
he will employ enough men to execute all papers placed in his hands.

When Harve was shown this newspaper account he just laughed, 'They weren't
trying to hit anybody, those men up there are all good shots, they were just
trying to scare those people."

Charles E. Burkhead did not depart for his new assignment in Oklahoma for
several weeks after Brooks arrival in Kentucky, and took him on a get ac-
quainted tour of county offices in the western part of the State. As they
headed south out of Louisville, Burkhead asked if Brooks had a Kentucky drivers
license, and when he replied in the negative, Burkhead decided to stop at the
Court House in Elizabethtown so that his companion could get one. The clerk,
a dark visioned young man, in filling out the form asked his occupation and
when Brooks replied, "Agricultural Statistician,' the young clerk gnawed the
end of his pencil a moment, then wrote down 'Laborer.'" When approaching one
of the county offices, Burkhead warned, ''There is a bunch of sharpies in this
office." Brooks asked, "What do we do if they raise questions for which we
don't know the answer?" Burkhead replied blandly, '"We'll just cover them with
confusion."
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Like every other state there were a number of factors that made the AAA
programs in Kentucky difficult to manage. The topography and shape of the
State were not conducive to efficient operations as it stretched 700 miles
from east to west, but averaged less than a third of that north and south.

The road system radiated out from Louisville with few intersticing roads, mak-
ing cross state travel a round-about, time consuming, jaunt. Secondary and
tertiary roads were simply old buggy pikes that wound around ridges to avoid
creeks and rivers and had been plastered over with macadam, or laid with a
veneer of gravel. Very little grading had been done and the winding, hilly,
high crowned, "hog-backed" roads were dangerous to drive, especially in wet
weather, and made for slow travel at anytime. It was a rare Extension Service
Supervisor who had escaped having an accident while hurrying to a meeting along
the rude roads of that day.

A minor annoyance resulted from the fact that the time zone line separa-
ting Eastern and Central time bisected the eastern part of the State causing
confusion as to the precise time a meeting had been scheduled. One man, not
overly endowed with gray matter, was habitually an hour early or an hour 1late
to meetings. Finally, he thought he had a solution to his problem - he would
carry two watches, one showing Eastern Time and the other Central Time. This
arrangement worked fine until one day he got mixed up and couldn't tell which
watch was which.

The AAA Program in Kentucky

The AAA work was made more difficult in Kentucky simply because, in addi-
tion to a Corn-Hog Program, there was also a Wheat Program, and a Cotton Pro-
gram on which the SIC served as a member. There was, in addition, a Tobacco
Program, but it did not cause much additional effort on the part of the
Statisticians' staff, except to provide county estimates of tobacco yields per
acre, as the program was administered entirely by the Extension Service eighty
miles away in Lexington. However, since tobacco was by far the most important
cash crop produced in the State, interest was centered in its program with
consequent reduced attention to the Corn-Hog, Cotton and Wheat programs by
Extension Service workers and others in county offices.

The Cotton Program was confined to seven counties in western Kentucky and
involved only about 1,000 contracts, but the distribution of the State's small
acreage allotment to the various counties and determination of county yields
per acre was a continuing nightmare to Archie Sabin until he transferred to the
Washington office in August, 1935, and bequeathed the cotton work to Brooks.
Another factor that complicated the AAA projects in Kentucky was the fact that
there were 120 counties for practically all of which county estimates of corn
and wheat acreages had to be determined, as well as yields per acre, and hog
quotas. These tasks had to be accomplished without the aid of State Farm Census,
a dependable Federal Census, or even large returns from the regular Crop Esti-
mates sample surveys.

The 26,877 Corn-Hog contracts, signed in 1935, were scattered thinly
throughout 117 of the 120 counties in the State -- an average of only 220 con-
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tracts per county, none with more than 800, and 28 counties had less than 100
contracts. Zﬁ/ This sparseness meant, among other things, that county workers
did not have enough contracts to process to become thoroughly familiar with
contract provisions and operating procedures. As a result, errors were fre-
quent and in some instances contracts had to be returned to counties numerous
times for corrections. The Chairman of the State Corn-Hog Board, M. D. Royce,
and his assistant, Charles Allen, on a visit to Pike County in the mountain
area, eliminated 75.2 percent of the hogs claimed on signed contracts. 75/ For
the State as a whole, 28.4 percent of hog claims were disallowed. The check-
ing or auditing of the contracts in the field fell primarily to Mobley, Morris,
and Guthrie who roamed almost continously over their assigned areas each con-
sisting of 30 to 40 counties. The confusion that existed among some committee-
men and others engaged in the program in the counties is illustrated by the
Chairman of the County Corn-Hog Committee who objected to an adverse vote of

3 to 2 on a matter under consideration by his Committee. 'Hold up," the
Chairman said, "as a member of this Committee, I am entitled to a vote and I
vote 'Yes' and that makes it a tie vote. The regulations say that in the case
of a tie the Chairman votes to break it, and I vote 'Yes', motion carried!"

It took awhile to get the Chairman to accept a more legalistic interpretation
of the rules of procedure.

In 1934, Mr. Bryant was Chairman of the State Corn-Hog Board with M. D.
Royce, a farmer-businessman from Winchester, Kentucky, and C. D. Phillips of
the Extension Service in Lexington as members. However, Mr. Royce was Chair-
man thereafter and in 1936, Brooks was designated to represent the Statisticians'
office on the State Board. Mr. Royce was a strong person, quite outspoken and
frank in his personal relationships and very zealous in maintaining his in-
tegrity. He often said, "I will skin you in a deal if I can because that is
busimess, but once I give my word, it sticks."

M. D. Royce, Chairman of the Kentucky H. F. Bryant, S.I.C. Kentucky 1918-1957.
Corn-Hog Board 1935-36.

74/ Unpublished Tabulations, SRS files.
75/ Letter, Brooks to Burkhead, August 30, 1935.
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When a young man, his father had been brutally murdered, and the community,
in a frenzy, gathered to lynch a young black man picked up along the railroad
tracks not far from the scene of the murder. Mr. Royce had talked to the ac-
cused in the jail and was convinced he was innocent of the crime. Stepping
outside the door, he faced down the crowd: "It was my father who was killed
and you are not going to hang this boy." After awhile the crowd cooled off
and departed. '

Although a city dweller, Mr. Royce had no difficulty establishing identi-
ty with farmers. He used a variety of ways to bring out that he had a farm
background and was not only a landowner, but of the working type who practiced
the maxim that ''the fields were fertilized by the footprints of the owner." A
favorite ploy was to tell his work-hardened, horny-handed, farm reared audience,
with an amiable grin on his face, "I have thrown the bell-cord over the mule's
back and looked at the same scenery you have!"

County Estimates -- Making Bricks Without Straw 76/

According to a claim made by F. W. Gist, SIC, Alabama in the March 31, 1925
issue of the Omnibus '"county estimates were not thought of until Pat Woodworth
and myself, working together in Oklahoma, brought out estimates of the principal
crops by counties. Sometimes I have been sorry I ever started it when it has
given me long hours of work and worry."” A long line of agricultural statisti-
cians extending up to the present day would echo that wish with enthusism.

As has been indicated, all of the New Deal farm programs required county
estimates and it was the task of the Crop Reporting Service to provide them.
Resources available for this purpose were scant everywhere, but fourteen states
with an annual enumeration of its agriculture had a great advantage. Most
states had only a dubious, but sainted, five year Agricultural Census, plus
skimpy returns from sample surveys of the Crop Reporting Service for the job
of preparing county estimates of what John Wilson called ''serviceable accuracy."
Much imagination and many hours of strenuous endeavor went into conscientious
efforts to achieve relative accuracy. It was not an academic exercise. The
results were used in determining payments to farmers, a matter of critical
importance to hard pressed people in those stricken times. Try as one might,
the official county estimates bore the scars and blemishes inflicted by crude
tools, meager and wobbly data, overworked clerical staffs and pressures of
taut time-frames. Every state had its own peculiar problems to overcome. In
a state like Kentucky, the problem was complicated by the large number of
counties involved (120), the small number of returns from the sample surveys,
lack of assessors data and a farm census, a conglomeration of soil types and
topography within small areas, by insufficient clerical help, and by the dis-
ruption that resulted from the change from nine Crop Reporting Districts to
six Districts in 1933 which fell within the five-year base period used for most

76/ This discussion based on a written statement prepared in 1938 by Emerson
Brooks, Asst. Ag. Stat. for Kentucky in 1938. SRS files.
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commodities. This meant that all the reported data from the Crop Estimates
surveys for the five year period had to be re-tabulated by hand and re-computed
by desk calculators for each series prepared.

County Estimates for Wheat

Procedures followed in making county estimates for wheat are indicative
of those used for other commodities. Instructions to prepare county wheat
estimates usually called for data on seeded acres, harvested acres, yield for
both and number of bushels harvested. The problem was approached by first
determining the harvested acreage. This was done not only because most of
the survey and other check data were on a harvested basis, but because seeded
acres were simply harvested acres adjusted by the amount of abandonment. A
simple way to arrive at harvested acreage is to derive the percentage that each
county's acreage is of the District acreage for the three Census years 1924,
1929, and 1934 and, by sighting across, make some adopted percentages for the
intervening years. These percentages, when applied to district estimated
acreages, give county figures which, if the basic assumption is correct, should
be reasonably accurate. However, county estimates so prepared did not later
on, agree very well with AAA measured wheat acres. Which of the two sets of
figures were nearer the facts is a question that can be debated academically,
but in practice the estimates were re-worked to conform more nearly with the
AAA information, and it is probable that a set of figures nearer the truth
resulted.

In re-working the wheat data, different methods were used than had been
followed previously. Using an omnimeter the following equation was worked for
each county:

"AAA Land in Farm : AAA wheat acres :: census land in farm : X"

This figure X was then compared to the 1934 census wheat acreage, the AAA
measured acres, the AAA commercial wheat acreage and the previous wheat esti-
mate for that year. When these comparisons were completed, a "first approxi-
mation'" wheat acreage was adopted for each county. These "first approximations"
were then smoothed until they added up to previously determined District ac-
reages which, in turn, added to the State estimated acres.

County Estimates of Yield per Acre of Wheat

For reported yields from the "Aids," "A&P" surveys and the 1934 Census,
the percent that each county yield is of its State reported yield, was comput-
ed and the percentages placed on a State map showing county lines. By studying
the three percentages for each county, a percentage figure was adopted and then
applied to the official estimated yield for the State. These derived yields
for each county were placed on an outline map and "smoothed" to determine an
adopted yield. These adopted yields were then multiplied times the previously
adopted county harvested acres as described above to derive a production esti-
mate for each county. '
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Reported yields from various surveys and the Federal Census were analyzed
by "eye-balling," and a District yield adopted which, when multiplied times
the estimated District harvested acreages, gave a set of production figures
which added to the Board's official estimate and production for the state. The
county production figures were then adjusted to the District check figure. This
was sometimes done by adjusting yields of individual counties, but more often
by simply scaling the county production figures uniformly.

The above description should make it abundantly clear that county esti-
mates of the 1930's, which were used for very important purposes, were extreme-
ly "iffy" in states like Kentucky which was probably typical of practically
all states, except a very few that were blessed with superior basic materials.
The common defense was 'they are the best available," and no doubt they were,
but inescapably they did an injustice to many individuals while serving an
over-all necessity. The county estimates, despite their admitted imperfections,
provided an essential system for an impartial distribution of benefit payments
with an acceptable degree of equitability. In speaking of corn yield quotas in
general, Dr. D. A. Fitzgerald stated...''the corn yield estimates of the Division
of Crop and Livestock Estimates were considered quite satisfactory even on a
county basis." 77/ The injustice that resulted was the penalty program parti-
cipants paid because over the years, funds had not been appropriated to provide
adequate statistics for such massive and involved undertakings.

There were people in the AAA who, during the years 1935-39 thought that it
should take over the Crop Reporting Service. To them this appeared reasonable
since the AAA was now a major user of the statistical data, and since too, it
would itself, generate vast quantities of acreage data at the county, state and
national level on important crops as a part of its production control programs.
However, this incipient movement never gained momentum and was not formalized
in a written proposal.

Joseph L. Orr, longtime employee of the Ag Estimates, who combined a sharp
mind with a smooth manner, transfered from Crop Estimates to the Triple A. Orr's
objective was to systematize and enhance the quality of the triple A data with-
out attempting either to take over the Crop Reporting Service or to create a
replacement for it. Orr's view prevailed as it was recognized that the Crop
Reporting Service, .as a fact finding agency, should be kept separate and in-
dependent of action programs. Otherwise, it would soon be accused of shaping
its reports to fit the policies and needs of the adjustment programs. In such
event the vital factor of independence from political, policy, and program
pressures would be destroyed and the reputation for absolute integrity of the
Crop Reports, that had been carefully built up over the years, would be lost.

Orr did urge the Crop Reporting Service to take positive steps to strength-
en its county estimates, especially those that were of vital importance to the
AAA programs. These promptings were acted upon as the Crop Reporting Service,

77/ Livestock Under the AAA, p. 342.
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itself, recognized the need for improvement, especially in some states, but
the difficulties were many and the problem remained critical for many years.

Summary of 1935 Kentucky Corn-Hog Program

A summary of the 1935 Corn-Hog Program in Kentucky brought out some in-
teresting facts about the program. The sign-up in the State had increased by
eight percent over that of 1934, but by nearly 300 percent in the hill country
of eastern Kentucky where Magoffin County set the pace by gaining from 78 con-
tracts in 1934 to 648 in 1935. 78/ Getting the "woods-colts'" 79/ flushed out
of such contracts was a time consuming endeavor, but with suprisingly little
overt hostility despite a reduction of 52.3 percent in hogs claimed in District
six compared to the 28.4 percent state average. 80/

The State Corn-Hog Board of Review had the ticklish task of approving a
corn yield per acre for each county which gave proper allowance for the possi-
bility that the corn acres taken out of production had a higher production than
the average acreage of corn in the county. It was a neat exercise in judgement
based on thin and suspect evidence. The summary shows, however, that the aver-
age of the approved yield for each of the six Districts was higher than the 10-
year average check yield. However, when weighted by the corn acres in the al-

SUMMARY OF KENTUCKY 1935 CORN-HOG PROGRAM

: 1930 : : CORN ACRES :YIELD PER ACRE: NO OF HOGS
: CENSUS : :% CLAIMED:
CROP : CORN : NO. OF CLAIMED APPROVED: IS OF :CHECK: APPROVED CLAIMED: APPROVFD / OF OVER-
REPT.: ACRES :CONTRACTS: :APPROVED :YIELD: YIELD : : :STATEMENT
DIST.: (000) : : (000) :44000) : 3+ 4) : : (000) : (000) :TAKEN OUT
. (1) (2) 3) 4) (5) (6) Q)] (8) 9) (10)
1 : 318 4,254 167 164 102.4 22.5 23.4 29,658 23,360 21.2
2 i 593 5.128 241 235 102.7 22.5 22.6 20,421 16,577 18.8
3 . 809 8,048 284 278 102.2  22.8 23.6 41,102 29,061 29.2
4 . 125 1,250 282 28 101.8 28.1 29.2 5,166 4,045 21.7
5 § 376 3,981 93 92 101.7 29.8 30.7 18,052 14,329 20.6
6 : 612 4,370 138 120 114.7 19.7 19.4 22,915 10,935 52.3
STATE:2,833 27,031 952 916 103.9  23.7  23.7 137,314 98,307 28.4

78/ Letters, Brooks to Burkhead, August 30, 1935. SRS files.
79/ Local term for "illegitimate."
80/ SRS files.
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lotment base, the average yield for the State as a whole was exactly the same
as the check yield for the State. Thus, although the State Board had allowed
all but 24 of the 116 participating counties, a higher yield than their 10-year
average, for the State as a whole the approved yield and check yield were the
same. This oddity occurred because the sign-up in Districts having a yield
lower than the State yield was heavy enough to offset higher yields elsewhere.

State C.H. Meeting, Louisville

In August a State meeting of 300 Corn-Hog officials including county
agents and committeemen, some from every county in the State; and others en-
gaged in the Corn-Hog Program, was held in the Hotel Kentucky in Louisville,
attended by Claude Wickard, Chief, Corn-Hog Section in Washington and by Guy
Bush, Special Assistant to the Secretary, Arden McKee, a Wickard aide, and
J. Joe Reed, Regional Supervisor for the area that included Kentucky. There
was much discussion and many questions, but in all, a very successful affair
that cleared the air and resolved some of the problems that had been Plaguing
many people. Joe Reed was particularly effective in answering questions from
the floor, and that night during a post-mortem session in Wickard's hotel room,
he complimented Joe on a job well done. Wickard had arrived in Louisville that
morning by train and not finding a taxi readily available, he grabbed his suit-
case and started walking up the street to the Ag Estimates office several blocks
away. He hadn't gone far when he realized he was in a tough neighborhood, and
indeed he was -- the notorious, but legally recognized -- Red Light District
with its admixture of drunks, drug addicts, transient bums and hangers on around
the area's main attractions. Some rowdies had crowded Wickard off the sidewalk
and when he arrived at the office, he was still quite hot under the collar.
Being the strong, rugged, robust Indiana farmer that he was, such cavalier
treatment did not set well at all. After being assured that, all things con-
sidered, he had come off pretty well, he was his usual genial self.

That night in the hotel room Arden McKee, who looked more like a big city
insurance agent than a large scale Iowa hog raiser, "took" Mr. Royce in a deal
the only way it could be done, by leaning hard on Mr. Royce's generous spirit
and super-charged sense of honor. Mr. Royce, like McKee, produced pedigreed
hogs and Mr. McKee remarked casually that he would like to get a pair as found-
ation breeding stock. "All right," Mr. Royce said, '"come over to my farm in the
Blue Grass, pick out what you want, and we will make a deal.”" - '"No, I don't
have time to do that," Mr. McKee purred, "but I trust you, why don't you pick
out a couple and send them to me," Mr. Royce looked a little askance, and
rather hesitantly agreed he would do it. The next day, Mr. Royce, his eyes
twinkling and his broad face agleam with a bright grin remarked, '"That damned
McKee really hooked me, there is nothing I can do now but pick out two of my
best pigs and send them to him as a gift!"
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BOARD CALL TO WASHINGTON

That autumn in November 1935, Brooks received his first "Board Call",
that is, a summons to Washington to serve on the U.S. Crop Reporting Board and
assist in preparing the official estimates of acreage, yield and production of
some 50 crops for the Report released at 3 p.m. on November 10. It was an in-
teresting and educational experience to sit at the Board table with such as
Becker, Royston, Shepard, Jones and Glenn Ray, and see the care and thorough-
ness that went into finalizing the official estimates. The most memorable
aspect of the trip, however, was having his suitcase stolen from a locked car
parked under a street light on 16th Street not far from the White House. It
was a major catastrophe as the suitcase contained just about all the clothes
he owned in the world except those on his back. The Sergeant on duty at the
Police Station took a bored interest as he listlessly recorded the items stolen.
When asked what the police were going to do about such an outrage, he replied
"Nothing we can do. There are hundreds of dollars worth of property stolen
in this Precinct every night. We just consider people dumb that let it happen
to them." The haggles ruffled a bit at that, then Brooks reflected that the
Sergeant was probably right. Besides every dog is entitled to one bite, es-
pecially if he is a police '"dog."

SUPREME COURT INVALIDATES THE AAA, 1936

Shortly after returning from Washington, notification came that Brooks was
to replace Mr. Bryant as a member of the State Corn-Hog Board of Review. Then
on January 6, 1936, the Supreme Court, in the Hoosac Mills Case, declared the
production control provisions of the AAA unconstitutional, thus bringing to an
abrupt halt plans for the upcoming crop season. It was a hard rap for the AAA
staff throughout the country, and in the Louisville office alone, twenty-five
people lost their jobs, at least for a time. Despite hardships resulting to
some of its personnel, actually the adverse Supreme Court decision served the
AAA well as it gave the hastily constructed organization an opportunity to re-
vamp its program, operating procedures, and staff in a more effective, long
range form, and in line with legal requirements of the Court.

During the three years, 1933-35, benefit payments totaling more than a
billion dollars rolled throughout the agricultural economy causing the jingle
of silver coins in pockets long muted by the Great Depression. Every state got
something, Maine and Rhode Island obtaining the least with only $6,000 each, and
Texas the most with $132,777,000, for a national grand total of $1,108,323,000.81/
The Corn-Hog program led the way with rental and benefit payments of $397 million,
followed by cotton $333 million; Wheat, $256 million; Sugar, $57 million; Tobacco
$53 million; Rice $9 million; and Peanuts, $2 million. 82/

81/ Agricultural Adjustment, 1933-35, p. 295, USDA, quoted in Three Years of
the AAA,pp. 583-84. :
82/ 1Ibid, p. 585.
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In discussing the impact of the Triple A, the authors of "A Century of
Service' stated in part:

"The fact that Congress, working with the Department and farm
leaders, took immediate action to replace the Agricultural Adjust-
ment Act is testimony to its political success.

Farmers had enjoyed a striking increase in farm income during
the period the Agricultural Adjustment Act had been in effect.

Farm income in 1935 had increased by more than 50 percent over
farm income during 1932. Rental and benefit payments contributed
about 25 percent of the amount by which the average cash farm in-
come in the period 1933-35 exceeded the average cash farm income in
1932. The payments not only increased farm income but helped to
even it out among regions and commodities, serving as a kind of in-
surance for farmers in drought areas. Farm prices of major ccmmod-
ities advanced markedly, but it is impossible to separate the effect
of the program from the effects of the drought and to measure other
complex factors such as the effect of processing taxes on prices re-
ceived by farmers. It is also impossible to measure the effect of
the adjustment program on business recovery. -- Modifications have
been made in later programs of crop adjustment and in the committee
system of administration, but the basic ideas of agricultural adjust-
ment which were enacted into law in 1933 have survived periods of
drought, of inflation, of war, of reconversion from war, and the
changes in political party leadership in both the Congress and the
executive branch of the Government." 83/

The Supreme Court ruling was, in a sense, an emancipation decree for the
Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates as thereafter it was relieved of its
previous strenuous and deleterious administrative functions. However, it con-
tinued to provide the AAA with county estimates of acreage, yield, and produc-
tion of selected crops on a contract basis.

RECORD DROUGHTS 1934 AND AGAIN IN 1936

When Brooks left Iowa for Michigan in July 1934, his home town of Ottumwa,
Iowa had the unwelcome distinction of having the highest temperature in the
nation, 117 degrees. That was simply a sizzling sample of the torrid heat that
seared most of the Corn Belt and Great Plains all during that awful summer of
1934,

Beginning in the Dakotas in 1933, where precipitation between June 1933 and
May 1934 was barely one-half of normal, 84/ the situation became increasingly

83/ A Century of Service, p. 162.
84/ Livestock Under the AAA, p. 192 by D. A. Fitzgerald, Brookings Institute,
Washington, D.C., 1935.
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severe and extensive as the drought continued in 1934 to spread inexorably into
the Corn-Belt, onto the Great Plains and south through the Panhandles of Okla-
homa and Texas. Week after week throughout the summer and autumn, the drought
continued unabated until on October 24, 1934, the last of '"1,187 counties were
listed as 'emergency' and 270 as 'secondary' drought counties--a total of 1,457.
These blighted counties were located in every State west of the Mississippi
River, except Washington, and in Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana and Michigan". 85/
Incongruous as it may see, the 'emergency area" included seven counties in
Florida ravaged by floods caused by excessive rain. 86/

The intolerable, unrelenting heat, blistering hot winds, and ruinous dust
storms that darkened the sky, spawned the migration of thousands of tormented
people collectively labelled as "Okies'" who formed the background for such books
as "The Grapes of Wrath" by John Steinbeck.

The Department of Agriculture organized quickly to try to cope with the
impending desperate situation by establishing the Drought Relief Service on May
21, 1934. An aspect of this emergency agency was the Area Designation Committee,
with members from the Bureau of Agricultural Economics and Federal Extension
Service, authorized to '"certify" counties as in primary and secondary emergency
condition. Statisticians from State offices served as members of Area Designa-
tion Committees, made almost continous personal inspection surveys of critical
areas, and conducted numerous special mail surveys to determine feed supplies,
pasture and crop conditions. Railroads reduced freight rates on 'feed shipped
into the drought area and on livestock shipped out of such areas to pasturage'".87/
The Cattle Purchase Committee eventually bought 8,279,750 cattle of which
1,481,164 were condemed and destroyed, leaving 6,798,586 disposed of through
regular channels. Total payments amounted to $111,543,268. 88/

The drought was the worst ever to hit this country 89/ and its effects
were prolonged and incalcuable. Despite the terrible economic losses, cruel
hardships, heartbreak and general misery, humor managed to show through in the
telling of such "true incidents'" as this:

"In a farm community on the fringe of the worst stricken area,
the people became increasingly alarmed about the deepening drought.
Finally, it was decided to hold a meeting in the rural church and
ask the preacher to pray for rain. The meetihg was held and the
minister prayed long and persuasively. As the crowd was dispersing
dark clouds gathered, it began to sprinkle, then suddenly the rain
was coming down in torrents, and kept it up for three days. At last
the downpour stopped and a couple of neighboring farmers were out
looking over the damage which was extensive and sad to see. Crops
were destroyed, livestock drowned, buildings gone, fences piled up with

85/ 1Ibid, p. 197.
86/ Ibid, p. 201.
87/ 1Ibid, p. 196
88/ 1Ibid, p. 192.
89/ 1Ibid, p. 192.
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debris--devastation everywhere. After awhile one of the farmers,
dejected by the horrible scene, lamented to his friend, 'That's
what comes of asking somebody to pray for rain that doesn't know
a dang thing about agriculture!"

It did not seem possible that crippling drought would afflict the land so
soon after the blight of 1934, but the indications were ominous in early spring
of 1936, and worsened as the season progressed. The Great Plains States were
hardest hit, but critical conditions spread across the Mississippi River and
into Kentucky. In June, President Roosevelt made a swing through the area,
stopping briefly at Lincoln's birthplace in Hodgenville, Kentucky. He looked
vigorous, healthy, and in good spirits, as the youthful, ebullient, Governor
A. B. "Happy'" Chandler squired him around.

A State Drought Committee was established for Kentucky and Brooks was de-
signated a member. This assignment meant extensive travel throughout the sum-
mer as he roamed the worst stricken areas reviewing conditions prior to meeting
with the Drought Committee in Lexington each week to decide on which counties,
if any, should be declared in the '"disaster relief area.! The Extension Service
members of the State Drought Committee could obtain updated information on the
crop situation in any county through its agricultural agent, and its District
Supervisor, but the only basis a statistician had for appraising the situation,
aside from returns from special mail surveys, and therefore, to cast an intelli-
gent vote in the weekly Committee meetings, was to go see for himself.

The designation of a county as being in the primary emergency area was
eagerly sought by drought ridden farmers as it enabled them to participate in
the Federal Government's relief programs that "included reduced freight rates,
making livestock, feed and transportation loans, and cattle and sheep purchase
programs." 90/ The determination of whether a county should be included in the
disaster category involved tenuous judgements as often it was very difficult to
decide how much of the county was in critical conditions. By the end of the
1936 crop season, 1,194 counties in 25 stateshad been officially declared in the
drought areas, including most of the western half of Kentucky.

President Roosevelt was convinced that, "it is time to begin using the
economic principle of insurance to lessen the financial and human costs of
drought in the future." 91/ Out of this conviction developed the Federal Crop
Insurance Corporation for which the Crop Reporting Service was called on to
provide a continuing series of estimates of yields per acre of specified crops.

The Pennsylvania '"'Dutch' have a saying that the "hurryder I am, the behinder
I get." This truism was demonstrated on a survey trip to western Kentucky during
the drought. Anxious to get back to Louisville as soon as possible, Brooks de-
cided not to take either the regular paved, but serpentine road along the Ohio
River, nor the southern route which was somewhat longer, but instead to try a

90/ Century of Service, p. 170.
91/ Tbid, p. 171.
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middle course. This was the most direct route, but not paved nor well graded.
Progress was excellent, however, and he was congratulating himself on his good
judgment when he noticed a long line of cars stopped in front of him. Investi-
gation developed that it was a funeral procession cued up waiting to cross the
Green River on a small ferry barge. The hearse and two other cars were just
departing, and it was obvious to Brooks that he was in for a long tedious wait
with nothing for diversion except to throw rocks at roadside trees.

ESTIMATING TOBACCO PRODUCTION

Estimating the acreage, yield, and production of the six types of tobacco
produced in Kentucky was a fascinating activity, and Brooks succumbed to its
lure. The all important function of the State Statistician was to estimate the
production of Burley tobacco with precision just prior to the opening of the
Burley markets in December. It was no easy problem and a significant overesti-
mate would have brought screams of protest from tobacco growers as in their
minds prices otherwise would have been higher. The 225,000 acres of Burley to-
bacco was produced by some 125,000 growers in all 120 counties of Kentucky, with
an average of only 1.8 acres per farm. Tobacco was the growers main cash crop
and set their standard of living. The acreage for the State stayed rather con-
stant from year to year, but the yield per acre made wide swings in response,
primarily, to fluctuating amounts, and variable patterns of rainfall during
the growing season.

The 1936 Burley crop was particularly difficult to appraise because of un-
certainty as to the effects of the prolonged and severe drought. Mr. Bryant
and his assistant toured the main Burley producing areas several times discussing
crop prospects with farmers, county agents and tobacco marketers, and examining
growing crops in many fields. In late November they made one more round as the
crop had been in the curing barns for several weeks and, presumedly, farmers
would have a rather definite idea as to what the yield had been. They found
pessimism everywhere, especially among some of the most experienced growers and
warehousemen. Mr. Bryant thought the pessimistic reports were exaggerated, and
was confident that the poundage would be much higher than the consensus opinion
indicated. He based his conclusion primarily on the belief that a dry weather
crop weighs out heavier than one produced under wet weather conditions, and that
the pessimists were not making sufficient allowance for this factor. During a
dry season the plants do not grow as high as usual and the leaves are smaller;
but they are well knit, and weigh heavier when cured, than they appear while in
the field. When all the crop was finally sold, and actual weight of the mar-
keted crop known, Mr. Bryant's forecast of Burley production, published months
earlier in the December 10 Crop Report in Washington, was phenomenally close.
Sometime later at a Farm Bureau banquet, addressed by Senator Alben Barkley, a
county agent remarked that he had won a suit of clothes when some tobacco dealer
bet him that Mr. Bryant's estimate was more than ten percent off.

Interest in every phase of tobacco production and marketing led Brooks in

1937, to raise a small patch of Burley tobacco (about the size his grandfather
used to raise for his own consumption), on some property owned by Harve Mobley's
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younger brother, Joe. Also to write a pamphlet-size narrative entitled, "Bur-
ley Tobacco From Seed to Cigarette." These were fun things done in of f-hours
to nourish his interest in, and broaden his knowledge of, an absorbing facet of
the office program.

Hal F. Bryant had a skeptical mind. He was never satisfied to accept the
apparent at face value -- he always wanted to probe deeper to see what was under
that rock or behind that facade. This attitude of mind may have been engender-
ed or perhaps merely shaped, by his experiences as a young man when he worked
as a cub-reporter for the Lexington Herald and learned that things were not
always what they seemed. He was an excellent writer, an ability never fully ex-
ploited. He also was a story teller par-excellence -- not the vaudeville type
—- but instead an amused chronicler of '"true" incidents that had a humorous twist.
A favorite tale dealt with one of his fond situations, the comeuppance of an
arrogant person. It seems that during World War I limited gasoline supplies
forced the restriction of sales in the Louisville area only to persons with of-
ficial permits to purchase. A certain gentleman from Lexington, well known for
his exalted sense of self-esteem, decided to go for a ride on a Sunday after-
noon, and near Louisville discovered his gasoline tank needed replenishing.
Pulling into a gas station he ordered the young attendant to '"fill it up." The
man hesitated, then asked, '"Do you have a permit to buy gasoline?" "A permit?"
"Hell no, I don't have a permit, but I need gasoline, fill it up!" The young
man, a little nettled, replied, "I'm sorry, sir, but I can't sell you any gas
unless you have a permit." The would be customer pulled himself up to his full
height and snapped, "Young man, do you know who I am? I am A. Randolph Bullitt

of Lexington!"

By that time, the young station attendant had had enough, and replied,
"Mister, I don't give a damn if you are A. Cannon Ball from Hell, I'm not going
to sell you any gas!" 92/

THE GREAT OHIO VALLEY FLOOD, 1937

In January of 1937 ‘a warm current of air from the South collided with a
mass of cold air from the North over the Ohio Valley, and they were suspended
there for several weeks. The result was days on end of torrential rains fol-
lowed by a massive and wide-spread flood all along the Ohio River from Pitts-
burg to Cairo and on down the Mississippi River. Louisville was particularly
hard hit as practically all of the business area was inundated and for days
boats were the only means of transportation, even residential areas two miles
from the river's normal channel had to use boats to move about. Electricity was
knocked out for six weeks, but household gas kept flowing throughout, and water
supplies were adequate, although restricted to essential purposes. Rescue forces
rushed in from as far away as Canada in response to the urgent appeal broadcast
by radio hour after hour ''Send a Boat!"

92/ Personal interview with H. F. Bryant.
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When the flood waters started to recede after a few days, the Ag Estimates'
office staff managed, one way or another, to get to the office, and with meager
heat and light, and without the use of electric calculators, began making mail
surveys to afflicted farm areas to ascertain the extent of damage to crops,
livestock, farm structures, and equipment. Mr. Bryant and Brooks also took the
government car and cruised the worst hit rural areas. They were convinced that
despite pockets of severe damage all along the Ohio River and its tributaries,
the loss of actual crops in storage would be only a fraction of the State's
total. Many livestock were drowned, causing great financial loss to individual
farmers, but again not a high percentage of State totals. Fortunately in Ken-
tucky, not many crops were growing in February, otherwise losses would have been
much more extensive. Reports were made accordingly, but newspaper accounts
continued to use much more dramatic data. Experience with devastating floods,
droughts and fires has demonstrated rather clearly that local officials always
call for the "facts,'" but actually they want nothing of the kind. Their real
desire is for the biggest figure possible of the extent of the loss -- ''shock
statistics" that will help obtain State and Federal Grants, Red Cross aid, and
inspire generous contributions from the public at home and abroad.

After the initial pressures had eased a bit and delayed reports had been
completed and dispatched, Mr. Bryant wrote an account of the situation to the
Washington office which was published, in part, in the BAE News for February 15,
1937, under the Heading:

CROP ESTIMATES OFFICE WORKS WITH COAL OIL HEAT AND LATERN LIGHT

The Louisville office of the Division of Crop and Livestock
Estimates resumed work in its office in the Custom House Building
under somewhat trying conditions early this month, after temporary
interruptions of activities during the height of the flood. But
Hal F. Bryant, Statistician for Kentucky wired on February 3 that
all the general records and most of the miscellaneous records of
the office had been saved, and he was able to make his general
monthly crop report to Washington on time and had to delay the com-
plete livestock report only a little. When forwarding data on
February 6, Mr. Bryant wrote to D. A. McCandliss, acting in charge
of the Division:

"I am sorry these had to be a little later than I had planned
but the weather has been right wet down here. The Custom House
steps and plaza were in use as a boat landing station and the first,
second, and third basements all were under water, with water some 35 or
40 feet deep over our heating plant, light wires, and phone wires.
As soon as the water went down enough, I reassembled our little
force from Kentucky and Indiana refugee points, received your kind
permission to buy four little coal oil heaters to take off a little
of the chill in this cold and wet building, and have started the
sheets of data to you as soon as practicable. I trust that they
will be prepared beginning Monday, and forwarded as rapidly as
possible.
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Conditions here have been very bad. There was a good deal of
exaggeration and hysteria published outside, yet the worst probably
never will be published. However, the people are starting in brave-
ly rebuilding and the city's business soon will be moving more or
less normally. The river still is about eight feet above flood
stage with considerable city areas still under, but the heart of the
city is out of street water and basements are being pumped out as
fast as the river falls. We are still without heat or light and
will be for some time but will continue working unless it gets too
cold for our little coal oil heaters to make it possible to work.

All our force now are on the job. Several of the Tobacco
Section's clerks also were salvaged and are standing by, helping
us as best they can. All of our general records, most of miscel-
laneous minor tabulations and most of our supplies, were saved
before the water got so high in the upper basement as to stop the
salvage work.

Of course everything is in a terrible confusion around the
offices, piles helter skelter, but we shall work it down in proper
assortment for storage and filing as rapidly as possible#®*%*

P.S. - Excuse errors. Only one lantern for light."

Contributions by employee's of the U.S. Department of Agriculture to the
Red Cross Flood Relief Fund, as a whole, amounted to $10,000 of which $1,400
came from BAE personnel.

There were some who maintained that the disaster that struck Louisville
had been sent by a wrathful Providence fed up with the evil ways of the city.
It was pointed out that Louisville was dotted with whiskey distilleries, and
cigarette manufacturing plants, had a thriving racetrack (Churchill Downs) in-
side the city limits, and worst of all, an officially recognized red-light
district extending for blocks along 7th Street through the heart of the town.
Other people, less prone to point accusing fingers, thought they detected a
flaw in this concept of a Providence inspired holocaust as every downtown re-
ligious edifice -- Catholic, Protestant, and Jew -- had flood waters up over
the pews whereas the only high and dry portion of that vast area of the city
was the Red-light district and the City Hall, itself no high rise citadel of
virtue.

AREA CONFAB, CAIRO, 1937

Not long after Verne Church had opened an office in Michigan in 1914, he
suggested to George C. Bryant in Indiana and Captain J. L. Cochrum in Ohio that
they get together on a weekend in a central spot, like Toledo, Ohio to discuss
mutual problems and possible solutions. 93/ Thus, was inaugurated the practice
of Area Confabs where Stats in adjoining or nearby States, get together once a
year or so at a convenient time and place to mull over their difficulties, check

93/ Verne Church Memoirs, SRS files.
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on the "grapevine', and get better acquainted. In the fall of 1937, such a
Confab was held in Cairo, Illinois attended by E. A. Logan, SIC, Missouri, and
his new assistant, Alfred Brittain; A. J. Surratt, SIC, Illinois; Minor Justin,
SIC, Indiana, and his assistant, Bob Straszheim, and H. F. Bryant, SIC, and

his assistant, Brooks, from Kentucky. E. A. Logan, whose nephew Kenny Logan
worked for the Crop Reporting Service for many years, was credited with giving
on December 21, 1922 the first radio broadcast of a Crop Report. 94/ Thereafter,
his Crop Report was broadcast monthly from Jefferson City, Missouri. 94A/

Cairo, located on a tip of land where the Beautiful Ohio and Mighty Miss-
issippi converge had been a thriving trade center when steamboats were the prin-
cipal means of transportation in the region. With the coming of the railroad,
river traffic declined to a trickle and Cairo had long since drifted into being
a somnambulant village gliding down the years in dignified repose. The Chamber
of Commerce, though, found something worthwhile to carry on its official sta-
tionery -- "Cairo is the Winter Home of the Canadian Goose."

The little coterie of agricultural statisticians put up at the venerable
Halliday House, built before the Civil War, where General Grant's room was still
preserved as it was when he used the hostelry in 1862 as headquarters when plan-
ning his successful attacks on Fort Henry and Fort Donelson in Kentucky. 1In
steamboat days, Cairo had been an oasis for southern planters who brought their
cotton to the thriving market to sell, stayed at the Halliday House, bought
supplies which were locked in basement storerooms for safekeeping and the key
given to the Desk Clerk with instructions to '"send somebody to find me when the
return boat arrives, because I am going on a spree!”

A wooden frame structure frequently renovated and added to over the years,
the Halliday House was a labyrinth of halls, nooks, cubby-holes and crannies.
When Mr. Bryant and Brooks reached their room the older man looked out the win-
dow and peered up and down the hall. "What's up?" his companion queried.
"Looking for the best way to get out of here in case of fire,' he replied.
Brooks didn't say anything, but thought to himself, '"Aw heck, the boss is worry-
ing about nothing, as usual."

In the lobby was a sure-enough attraction--a wooden model of an old time
river steamboat--six feet long, two feet wide and three feet high. It had been
hooked to electricity so that the sternwheel turned, the lights gleamed and the
ship's bell rang. This marvel of craftsmanship and ingenuity had been enter-
taining hotel guests for decades. At times it would be placed in a commodious
basin of water in the dining room where the splashing of water caused by the re-
volving stern wheel seemed to add a measure of refreshing coolness in the swelt-
ering heat. Some years later when Brooks was working in Washington, he talked
to Smithsonian archivists about acquiring the Halliday House steamboat model as

94/  Omnibus.

94A/ Boradcasting by State Ag Statisticians of Crop Reports had been urged
by J. C. Gilbert, Specialist in Market Extension and relayed to the field
offices of the Crop Reporting Service by Leon M. Estabrooke on April 29, 1922.
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an exhibit. They expressed interest and at his request, Andy Surratt, SIC,
Illinois broached the subject to the manager of the Halliday House who said he
would give the steamboat model to the Smithsonian if they would pay freight
charges. Before arrangements could be completed, the Halliday House went up in
flames destroying the riverboat model and practically everything in the tinder-
box hotel.

The little conclave of statisticians had an enjoyable Saturday evening and
Sunday morning with lots of talk about AAA experiences, office operating pro-
cedures, interstate gossip, and the sins of omission and commission perpetrated
by the Washington office.

Justin and Straszheim had interrupted a corn yield survey to attend the
Confab and proudly explained their system. They had carefully studied the var-
ious sizes of ears of corn and set up a classification consisting of an "aver-
age' ear weighing 11.2 ounces, because it took 100 of these ears to equal one
bushel. Larger and smaller ears were equated to the 11.2 ounce ear to represent
3/4 ear, 1 1/4 ear, etc. Justin and Straszheim would count a 100 foot strip with
each taking the row on either side of the middle. On the way back they would
reverse their rows and recount as a check on each other. The row space was 42
inches wide. When arrived back at the office, the weights were computed and a
yield per acre determined. This '"objective yield" provided another indication
and helped sharpen their judgment yields made along the way.

The little get-together in Cairo was a mild, but very enjoyable affair and

a useful morale builder. If anybody imbibed alcoholic beverages, there is no
recollection of it.
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE, ST. LOUIS, 1938

During March 21-25, 1938 a National Conference of Agricultural Stats was
held in the DeSoto Hotel in St. Louis, Missouri. Attending were the Stats-in-
Charge and their Assistant Statisticians, a large delegation from the Washington
office, and an assortment of representatives from sister agencies in the Depart-
mentment, in all some 150 men. Whenever a scheduled agenda meeting was not in
progress day or night, Ag. Stats. filled the lobby to overflowing, standing in
little clusters engaged in animated conversation.

A puzzled elevator girl couldn't understand. ''Why don't they sit down or
go to their rooms or out on the town or something? They just stand there and
talk and talk." And so they did. They had much to talk about. The field men
at the Conference were, as Virgil Childs, SIC, Texas, described them -- "battle
scarred veterans.'" For five tumultuous years they had struggled manfully to
perform the hurculean tasks laid on them by new, diverse and complex projects
that seemed to emanate almost daily from the Washington office. They had audit-
ed and adjusted corn-hog contracts, served on State wheat boards, cotton boards,
tobacco boards, rice and sugar boards, made drought surveys in withering heat
during two searing summers; scurried out to report effects of killing frosts,
corn borer infestations, and grasshopper plagues; survived disastrous floods
and appraised the ghastly damage, made county estimates out of paltry indica-
tions, and supported them staunchly before innumerable irate county committees;
they had tramped the highways and biways of their states making a pretest of
the upcoming 1940 Census of Agriculture, they had gone the second mile and way
beyond in a round-the-clock effort to meet the demands made upon them. Not a
man but had his tale of woe to tell, and he told it and told it and told it.
Mae West was appearing in person at a nearby theater and a few stats drifted
away to gaze upon that ageless hunk of pulchritude; then, feeling a bit guilty
and worried least they had missed something, they hurried back to rejoin the
endless talkfest.. These off-hour informal gab sessions were, in actuality,
simply an extension of the official Conference meetings where hour after hour
from early morning until late at night one man after another -- 86 in all --
gave a prepared paper concerning the intricate details of some aspect of the
agency's multifaceted program. Other participants like Jack Whitaker and John
Dennee chaired special group sessions, and everybody in attendance, at some
point in the proceedings, got to his feet to counter some statement, make an
inpromptu speech promoting his pet idea, blast some actual or proposed project,
or heckle the Washington office for allowing the workload on field offices to
increase to intolerable limits.

Grievances and Grumbling

Reading the Conference Proceedings after many years have passed conjures
up the image of irrasible fiery-faced Paul Kirk, SIC, Minnesota, a patriarch of
the 01d Order, his thatch of thinning white hair shaking with dissent, as gest-
uring with his pipe, declared: "To consider the U.S. Census or any other Census,
as final, or even as a base from which no flexibility is allowed, is an irides-
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cent dream.'" 95/ Or the stout, sharp minded, blunt spoken, Minor Justin, State
Stat for Indiana laying it on the line: '"Except as a step towards socialistic
planning, the forecasting of income for farmers would not seem to have any ob-
viously useful place among governmental activities.'" 96/ Or the drawn faces of
such mild-mannered and normally pleasant men like Dick Ross, State Stat for
Idaho and his colleague from Texas, Virgil Childs taking the Washington office
to task for piling on work without adequate staffing and for Board policies in
changing field commodity recommendations. Ross, in his talk on "Prices Received
by Farmers" devoted three pages to '"Field Office Grievances.'" . Childs, in dis-
cussing problems in meeting the continuing demand for county estimates '"in the
face of a reduction in personnel' said, '"This leads one to wonder if this tre-
mendous job is not taken too much for granted by Washington officials -- this,

or any continuous program of helpful data, will call for constant and aggressive
action on the part of our Washington office."

The previous five years had been an excruciating experience for people in
the Crop Reporting Service and in particular for the State offices whose 'reg-
ular" program, many stats felt, had been all but scuttled by unfamiliar and
often unwelcome projects. In the process old ways had gone overboard, staffs
had been augmented, but not the SIC's thought in proportion to the workload,
new and complex, technical, and operating procedures had to be devised and ab-
sorbed, and always there was the pressure of short deadlines and galling criti-
cism from irritated patrons who, as FDR said, had recovered enough to ''start
throwing their crutches at the Doctor!'" 97/

Despite the serious, almost somber atmosphere, a few things tended to re-
lieve the strain at the Conference. One of these was a doggeral entitled ''The
Goat" submitted by a Texas goat ranch reporter and quoted by F.E. Finley, Live-
stock Statistician from Texas in his talk at the Conference. It seemed remark-
ably in tune with the baleful 1930's--hurting but laughing too.

The Goat 98/

A year ago His owner slipped

His mohair coat Into town at night,
Was of no use To get his mail

Except to the goat. Quite out of sight.
The whole goat sold The New Deal brought
For just two bits: A financial dawn.

Not enough for Hard times no more--
Two pints of "Schlitz." They are "going-gone."

95/ Conference of Ag. Stat, St. Louis, 1938, p. 23.

96/ Conference of Ag. Stat, St. Louis, 1938, p. 79.

97/ Roosevelt Campaign Speech, Chicago, Ill., October 14, 1936.
98/ St. Louis Conference Proceedings, p. 200.
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Behold the goat! The goat now eats

He's up--not downj; Alfalfa hay,
His mohair brings And not the cans
Four bits a pound. 0f yesterday.

His owner rides

In motor cars;

Drinks "suds' from bottles
And not from jars.

Joseph A Becker, undergoing a lonely, but successful seige to regain his
health at Lake Saranac, New York was unable to attend the Conference, but made
his presence felt with a piece he submitted called "The Agricultural Statistician,”
The article described qualifications, duties, frustrations and way of life of a
"Typical Ag. Stat." of that day. It was cleverly done and is still quoted oc-
casionally. According to Becker an agricultural statistician must: '"have an
agricultural background; have 'figure sense'; be physically rugged; be a hor-
ticulturist; plant pathologist; entomologist; meteorrologist; know animal hus-
bandry, understand marketing processes, be an economist; be a trained statis-
tician; be a journalist and publicist; have the instinct of leadership; be
known to all important persons in the field of agriculture and related industries;
be a diplomat; be a psychologist, must believe in his work, be loyal to his or-
ganization; he 'sees all, hears all, knows all' and is above all a most rugged
performer when the road is roughest."

Joe Becker was in charge of the Wisconsin office prior to transferring to
the Washington office in 1925 where he became a leader in technical aspects of
the Agency's work. He had a methodical, analytical approach to problems that
served him well in handling estimating methodology and procedures, and apprais-
ing research projects. He served as Director of the Division of Crop and Live-
stock Estimates from 1935 to 1937 until his health broke down, occasioned in
part at least, by the strain and frustrations of administrative responsibilities.
His health recovered, he returned to the Agency and served as Chairman of the
Crop Reporting Board until he transferred to the Foreign Agricultural Service
in the Department in 1944,

The Omnibus Rolls Again

A special Conference edition of The Omnibus -- house organ of the Twenties
—- was prepared that was reminiscent of the issues gotten out periodically by
that noted raconteur and skilled penman, Charles E. Gage, when he was a laborer
in the Crop Estimates vineyard. The new version was thoroughly enjoyed and vows
were made that the renovated bus would be kept running, but neither the time nor
the talent appeared to accomplish the feat.

Charlie Gage, was the epitome of urbanity and suavity of manner, a man of

great personal charm and rare wit. He inaugurated The Omnibus in July 1923 when
he was Head of the Field Service to replace the the more mundane Field Aid notes,
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and the like. Gage wanted a vehicle for establishing and maintaining rapport
and communication with Field people, and christened his new medium The Omnibus
because, 'the dictionary defines the word omnibus thus: 'covering a full col-
lection of objects; embracing many cases.''" His ''quiet, infectious good humor
as J. H. Jacobson, SIC, Idaho expressed it, permeated the flow of news, instruc-
tions, hints and new wrinkles, impending transfers, budget items, notes about
travelers--the wheat and chaff of everyday life of the Crop Reporting Service.
According to Nat Murray, he '"couldn't think of a better columnist in the United
States than Mr. Gage". For years the whole organization reveled in the bicker-
ing matches that went on continuously between Dr. Raucous, '"eminent economist"
and Col. Figgers, "dean of the Statisticians", both figments of the impish mind
of "Uncle Charlie" Gage.

Dr. Raucous Col. Figgers

On one occasion the Omnibus carried an announcement that on December 18,
19--, a new, nine pound Jr. Statistician, Norman Richardson Collins, had been
Yappointed" to assist H. L. Collins, SIC, Colorado, and that the following:
conversation reportedly had been over-heard between Col. Figgers and Dr. Raucous
which, of course, had ended with a barb.

Dr. Raucous: I understand Statistician Collins has a new
son.

I presume he will turn out to be just another
Statistician.

Col. Figgers: Wrong, as usual. From all I hear he will be an

economist. His voice is very raucous.

It turned out that Col. Figgers was "right as usual" as Norman R. Collins
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did become an economist and in 1976 was a top official of the Ford Foundation
in New York. 98A/

The amiable tours of The Omnibus ended when Mr. Gage left the Crop Report-
ing Service in 1929 to take charge of the newly established Tobacco Branch. He
confessed that his departure was due, to a degree, to the realization that the
work of the Crop Reporting Service was becoming increasingly technical, and
may have been hastened by his participation as a student in Dr. Sarle's cele-
brated intensive training school in 1927-28. 99/
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"Uncle" Charlie Gage, creator and conductor of "The Omnibus", c. 1940.

98A/ When attending a Conference of the International Association of Agricul-
tural Economists in Minsk, USSR in 1970, Collins took a picture of a line of
Russians cued up at an outdoor market, was arrested and kept at the police
station for two hours. He refused to sign a statement confessing wrong doing
and was finally released; A few days later when preparing to depart from Moscow,
his brief case containing his passport, air-line ticket and extra funds was
stolen and he had to stay over in Russia until the American Embassy was finally
able to obtain replacements for his losses. The connection between these two
incidents is not established.

99/ The original sketches of Dr. Raucous and Col. Figgers are on p. 7 of the
August 2, 1926 issue of The Omnibus.
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Some Proposed New Projects

A number of projects were in the gestation stage during the Conference, in-
cluding a proposal for an Annual Sample Census of Agriculture; a possibility of
the Market News Service becoming a part of the Division of Crop and Livestock
Estimates and a hope that objective yield surveys could become an integral part
of the estimating procedures. A few exerpts from the paper given by Dr. C. F.
Sarle, in Charge, Research Section, will indicate some of the work being done.

"Research to date (on a Sample Census) has been along two dif-
ferent lines--first, to determine comparative administrative costs
of alternative methods, and; second, to determine the statistical
reliability and accuracy of alternative methods. -- In Alabama,
where an annual sample census including only a small percentage of
the farms in each county has been taken since 1927, four different
methods of sampling were tried out in October 1937 to determine
comparative costs. —--The four methods of sampling used were -—-

1. A route sample, with the number of farms an enumerator
could take in one day as the sampling unit.

2. A section sample, with the number of farms having their
farmsteads within a section of land the sampling unit.

3. A section sample, with the land falling within the bound-
aries of a section forming the sampling unit, and with
livestock taken for each farmer interviewed.

4. The individual farm sample, the individual farm selected
from local assessor's tax rolls.

With all four methods, the sample units were selected according
to the principles of stratified random selection.

A study is underway in 19 counties in Indiana, Wisconsin, Minne-
sota, Iowa and Kansas (States having annual assessors' census) to
determine--

1. The statistical accuracy of a stratified random sample
of farms falling within 4-section blocks compared with
a route sample of an equivalent number of farms selected
by judgment of the statistician, using soil maps and other
information.

2. The comparative statistical efficiency of three different
sizes of sampling units stratified by townships and ran-
domized. These units are:

(a) Farms having farmsteads falling within 4-
section blocks.

(b) Farms having farmsteads falling in blocks
of four separate single sections.

(c) An equivalent number of individual farms.

A study of farm data obtained from aerial surveys made by the
AAA for a few counties also is under way. This is part of a study
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to determine the best way of using such data as a basis for county
estimates, which includes the problem of sampling the non-partici-
pating farms."

It should be obvious from these few examples that the exertions and dis-
tractions caused by the terrible droughts and the New Deal farm programs were
not to be allowed to stymie the concurrent drive to find modern ways and tools
to do a better job of crop estimating. Not with Callander and Sarle in the
drivers' seats.

Market News Service

S. R. Newell chaired a BAE Committee that was considering the establishment
of a Marketing Statistics Section in the Bureau. He explained the proposal:

"There has been more or less confusion in the minds of some as
to the basic reasons for the establishment of a Marketing Statistics
Section in the Bureau. -- The clearest explanation may be presented
by first considering the organization of the two large statistics-
gathering organizations, the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates
and the six market news services. The principal job of the Division
of Crop and Livestock Estimates is estimating the volume of farm
production. The principal job of the Market News Service is to re-
port the market for farm products. Between the farm and the market
there is a large field of activity involving transportation, storage,
processing and manufacturing. It was in this field that we had more
or less confusion. In other words, we had established facilities
for collecting statistics at each end of the line but had left the
middle unorganized. This new marketing statistics section now fills
that gap."

The proposal aborted at the time, but later parts of it, including the Cold
Storage program were transferred to the Division.

Prospects for Objective Yield Surveys

Arnold J. King, Agricultural Statistician, discussed prospects of utilizing
objective yield surveys under the title, "Possibilities of Objective Methods of
Forecasting and Estimating Yield per Acre." This was a realistic appraisal,
made in 1938, nearly forty years ago, of the probable utilization of objective
measures in the crop estimating program and he concluded:

"There is apparently no fundamental difficulty in obtaining
an unbiased estimate of yield based upon samples of the standing
crop before harvest, provided all the attributes of yield can be
definitely defined and thereby permit the use of an objective
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sampling technique. But research is needed to ascertain the most
efficient size and shape of sampling unit that should be used, as
well as the most efficient method of selecting the fields and the
location of the sampling units within the fields.

More objective methods of forecasting the yields can be based
upon (1) factors that constitute the crop's environment and (2)
observations of the growing crop. Since each method is probably
not sufficient in itself, the best forecast will probably involve
both types of observations. Even then, the Bureau will have to be
constantly on the alert to detect other factors that may come into
the picture and that may not have been considered in any preassigned
set of observations." 100/

Not that anything really new was anticipated as years before the Omnibus
issue of July 16, 1925 had warned that there is:

NOTHING NEW UNDER THE SUN

"Every few days we discover something which appears to us as
entirely new, but Solomon 'in all his glory' said, thousands of
years ago, 'There is nothing new under the sun.'

Our D. A. McCandliss and B. B. Smith had brought to us, we all
thought, a brand new discovery. But the Egyptians (as related by
Heroditus) and before that historian's time, beat them to it, for
they, too, had a meter for measuring crop production and by mathe-
matical deductions probably did something similar to the Smith
multiple correlations and were also able to tell what the crops
would be before the seed was ever put into the ground. This famous
system was based upon a 'NILOMETER'. Many columns were located at
regular points in the Nile Valley, which recorded precisely the
rise of the water in the annual overflows, even the height of the
water in the irrigation canals was recorded. The measurements were
according to the cubit and cubit subdivisions. These marked columns
were 'NILOMETERS'.

The Egyptians correlated the rise of the water with the yield
for that year and built up data from which they forecasted yields
from any given height of the overflow of the Nile. This crop esti-
mating scheme was in use a long time before the Christian era and
down to comparatively recent centuries."

Meet George Christian Edler

A new employee, who was to have a long and distinguished career in the
Service, made his appearance at the St. Louis Conference. George C. Edler had
been involved in the seed business since graduation in 1911 from the University

100/ Proceedings, St. Louis Conference, 1938, p. 299, SRS files.
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of Illinois in agronomy and went to work for the L. C. Brown Seed Company. Later
he shifted to the Albert Dickinson Seed Company in Minnesota where for four years
he was a traveling salesman and buyer. In 1916 he joined the Office of Markets
and Rural Agriculture in its Division of Hay, Feed and Seed Division, headed by
W. A. Wheeler. For the next twenty-two years, Edler, as Investigator in Seed
Marketing, was responsible for releases on seed stocks for that agency. He
became thoroughly familiar with the seed industry and frequently conferred with
State Statisticians such as Andy Surratt, Illinois, and Paul Kirk, Minnesota.

In 1938 the decision was made to transfer George Edler and his seed reporting
function to the Crop Reporting Service. This was a sensible change as it elim-
inated duplication of reports, brought a recognized seed expert into the Crop
Reporting Service, and gave him access to the ubiquitous field staff to help

keep abreast, of the sprawling, spotted, erratic, and varied seed crops. A year
later Edler acquired an assistant, a large framed, energetic young man from
Nebraska, Tom Kuzelka, who shared Edler's enthusiasm for the seed estimating
profession, (and sports) until 1962 when he left Washington to become SIC for
Montana. 100A/

A Night for Jr. Statisticians

A feature of the Conference Program was a night for some 20 Jr. Statisti-
cians to make recommendations for improvement of the Service. These 5 minute
talks ran the gamut of predictable topics and suggestions until John L. Wilson,
Dairy Statistician, one of the last of the group to speak, got his turn. After
mentioning a number of the suggestions made by preceding speakers, he expressed
surprise that no one had mentioned the need "for more and better looking secre-
taries!"

Crop-Weather Reports

Weather reports had been issued since 1814 by various government agencies,
but in 1872 the Signal Service published a '"Weekly Weather Chronicle," a two-
page general summary of national weather. A national report has continued since
that time under various names, but in 1924 it acquired its current title "Week-
ly Weather and Crop Bulletin,'" 101/ a cooperative project between the Crop
Reporting Service and the Weather Bureau. 102/

The genesis of State weekly crop-weather reports was claimed by Edward C.
Paxton, SIC, Utah-Nevada in 1916 and is worth recording as it is indicative of
the maneuvers and strategies used in 1916 by a man determined to get an idea
adopted by his superiors, the same stratagems that were no doubt used in the
year 1016, and in all likelihood will be similarly employed in 2016. But first

100A/ Interview with George C. Edler.

101/ Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin, Special Centennial Edition, September
1972, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Environmental Data
Service, and USDA, SRS, p. 4.

102/  1Ibid, p. 4.
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a word about the man -- the man with an idea. Edward C. Paxton, was born in
Garnett, Kansas across the street from Paul Kirk, "a political appointee of
Congressman Charley Scott of the 2nd Kansas District, who was for many years
Chairman of the Agricultural Committee in the House of Representatives.'" Paxton
was one of the bright and energetic minds that have graced the ranks of the Crop
Reporting Service without reaching top billing. He had a long and distinguished
career that began in July of 1914 when he opened the Ogden, Utah office as Field
Agent for Utah and Nevada. After three years, he turned the Utah-Nevada office
over to Miner M. Justin, and went to the Kansas office for 13 years, followed

by three years as Agricultural Commissioner to Australia and New Zealand. While
serving in this capacity, he received a cablegram in the early summer of 1933
from his Agency Head, instructing him to return to Washington by a specified
date. Paxton promptly booked passage on a British ship, the only one that would
get him to headquarters by the deadline. Arriving in Washington, he was astounded
to learn that the government refused to refund his $1,600 passage fee because

he had travelled on a foreign line ship. Finally, convinced that the bureaucrats
were prohibited by law from giving him back his money, Paxton journeyed to the
Hill where a Congressman put through a special bill to reimburse him. 103/ Mr.
Paxton's work assignments for the next four years were hectic as he was loaned
to the embryo AAA; first, to serve as Chairman of the National Board of Review
to accept 680,000 wheat contracts with farmers to reduce acreage; second, to
help with the instructions to County Committees and township committees in the
Corn-Hog contract campaign. Next he set up the plan for the Corn-Hog Contract
Acceptance Unit to Receive and accept contracts for curtailing hogs and corn
acreage. Paxton then joined Claude Wickard in organizing the Soil Conservation
approach to curtailing acreage of crops, and helped set up the categories of
soil conserving and soil depleting crops. He was in charge of the field force
and writing, he said, a lot of Wickard's correspondence during 1935 and up till
June of 1937. 1In July 1937, he took over charge of the Phoenix, Arizona office
of Crop Estimates. Paxton left Phoenix in December 1939 to take charge of
clearing the Livestock Section of the 1940 Census of Agriculture working with

Z. R. Pettet until May of 1942 when he assumed charge again of the Utah-Nevada
office at Salt Lake City. 104/

The idea that was gnawing on Paxton in 1916, and the schemes he used to get
it accepted, can best be told by the man himself:

"Dr. (S. A.) Jones came to see me in Ogden, Utah in the summer
of 1916. We went on a field trip to the Sanpete Country and re-
turned to Salt Lake where I introduced him to Mr. Theissen, in
charge of the Weather Bureau. I had previously primed Theissen to
explain to Jones how dull it was to release a printed table of ag-
ricultural statistics through the Weather Bureau press once a month
with no comment to interpret it or liven it up with human interest.
I chimed in and remarked that the news hounds around the Weather
Bureau had. often asked me for such help, but under the strict orders

103/ Personal Interview with Paxton.
104/ Dittoed Statement by Paxton, SRS files.
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of the Washington office, I had had to say 'No, No, a thousand times
No." Jones went on to Idaho, Washington, and Oregon and thence, to
Sacramento to meet me again at Reno later. I got to Reno in time to
prime Alciatore of the Reno Weather Bureau along the same line of
approach. We had dinner together at the Kanes Cabaret, the three of
us. Knowing Alciatore full well, I primed him also with an ever full
glass of dinner wine. He responded as every good Frenchman from down
New Orleans way ought to respond. He sold Jones down the river for
me. Soon after I was called to Washington to work on the Crop Report-
ing Board. After service on the Board, Mr. Estabrook sent for me to
come in to his inner sanctum. After the customary salutations and
amenities, he brought up the episodes I had arranged with Theissen
and Alciatore at Salt Lake and Reno and asked just exactly what I
proposed. I was primed myself by that time. Before I left I sold
Estabrook down the river.' 104A/

And that was the way it was —— the coming into existence of the popular
and widely read State Crop-Weather reports.

The timing of the 1938 Conference was fortuitous from the standpoint of
allowing personnel to vent their accumulated frustrations in healing talk, and
in making a detailed review of problems so that, to the extent possible, cor-
rective measures could be taken. In those days the standard definition of an
"expert" was an ''SOB" from Washington carrying two suitcases. At the Conference
some of these "experts"' had met head on with strong minded counterparts from
the field, heard each other out, shared rooms, meals and endless talk-a-thons
together, and discovered that each had his points, and that there might be some
sense in joining forces since afterall, they were all trying to catch the same
rabbit--a better statistical service. The mechanics for improvement, however,
would continue to have many clashing gears.

The Service probably came away from the Conference stronger in knowledge
and understanding, and in that intangible, but vital element, esprit de corps,
than before.

Although there would be many periodic regional conferences, Area Training
Schools, and local Confabs in the years ahead, there would not be another gen-
eral swarming of the stats for nearly 20 years--not until 1957 when S. R. Newell,
Director of the Division of Agricultural Statistics would convene the clan to
present his newly formulated long range 'Program for the Development of the Ag-
ricultural Estimating Service", which he had recently submitted to Congress.

Research and Development

World War I had brought about a widening of the scope of the crop reporting
work, but no significant strengthening of technical procedures. The twenties

104A/ Tbid.
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.and thirties saw the first really scientific statistical methods introduced

into the crop estimating service. When Mr. Callander was appointed Chief of the
Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates in 1923, his primary goal then, and '
for the next four decades, was to build it into a highly competent technical
organization.

- SCHOOLS FOR STATISTICIANS

One of Mr. Callander's first acts as Chief of the Division in 1923 was to
bring Charles F. Sarle, in charge of the Iowa Statistical Office, to Washington
to push the technical upgrading of the entire staff. Many of the State Statis-
ticians--men like A. J. Surratt, Illinois; Miner Justin, Indianaj; Roy Gillett,
New York; Walter Ebling, Wisconsin; Ed Paxton, Kansas; Hal Bryant, Kentucky;
Virgil Childs, Georgia; and Frank Parker, North Carolina, to mention a few--
had good minds and a flair for figures but lacked formal training in statistical
techniques. They were all farm raised, college educated, had a broad, deep,
knowledge of agriculture and were dedicated, but statistically they were flying
by the seat of their pants. This was not their fault. Courses in statistics
were rare in their college days and quite limited in the 1920's even in such
noted agricultural institutions as Iowa State College. The standard textbook
was Mills, but actually the art of sampling was still in its infancy.

Sarle, when in charge of the Des Moines office, and Henry A. Wallace,
later Secretary of Agriculture, had spent many happy Saturdays working multiple
correlations, then being promoted by Mordecai Ezekiel and Louis Bean as power-
ful tools for statistical analysis. 105/ Determined, like Callander, to raise
the technical level of the professional staff, Sarle with S. R. Newell as
"Associate Professor," inaugurated the first systematic in-service training pro-
gram in 1927. The previous year Comptroller General J. R. McCarl, in a decision
submitted on July 9, 1926, to Secretary of Agriculture Jardine, ruled out a
proposal that employees be allowed to take courses during regular work hours and
making up the time in off-hours. The decision read in part "...the practice of
excusing employees during regular office hours to attend school, and the practice
of detailing employees full time to educational institutions for investigational
and research work is not authorized." 106/

Faced with such a ruling the only feasible alternative was to give formal
classes during regular office hours. The beginning was a group of young stat-
isticians of the Washington staff followed in 1928 and 1929 with stats in charge
and in 1930 primarily with assistant state statisticians. These training ses-
sions conducted in Washington, D.C. were no picnic, but rigorous six week classes
and intensive study of statistical techniques with emphasis on the methods of

105/ See "A Method of Handling Curvilinear Correlation for any Number of
Variables", M. J. B. Ezekiel, Journal American Statistical Association, 1924,
V. 19, pp. 431-53. :

106/ Decisions of the Comptroller General of the U.S., Vol. 6, July 1, 1926-
June 30, 1927, USGPO, Washington 1927.
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curvilinear correlation developed by Ezekiel, and Bean's procedures for graphic
presentation. The practice of conducting in-service training sessions continued
periodically over the years. '

The "dot chart'" method of studying relationships between a couple of vari-
ables caught on quickly and became the backbone of the Crop Reporting Service
for many years. It also tickled the fancy of facetious minded statisticians
like F. L. Thompsen who presented a chart depicting the correlation between the
length of women's skirts and business recessions (the sadder the economic con-
ditions, the longer the skirts). Also, another of his charts correlated the
tide in the Potomac River and traffic on l4th Street. The fact that the river
was at high tide at 4:30 p.m. just as government workers of that period were
heading home, gave a beautiful, but completely spurious, correlation chart.
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STATISTICAL CLASS OF 1928

Front row, left to right: Mrs. Ward (clerk), C.D. Stevens, J.A. Becker, Meade Wells, Charles F. Sarle,
N.I. Nielsen, J.H. Jacobson, Frank Black, Paul Koenig, Glenn S. Ray, Henry Taylor, Unknown. Second row,
left to right: Charles Harlan, John Dennee, Virgil Childs, Charles Gage, Audy Surratt, Carl Robinson,
John Shepard, R.L. Gillett, Verne Church, Jay Diamond, Charles Carpenter, S.A. Jones. Third row (at
back): Paul Newman, S.R. Newell, Floyd Reed, Tall man at right Unknown.



STATISTICAL CLASS OF 1929, D. C.

Front row, left to right: - D.A. McCandliss, Mississippi; Unknown, Unknown, H.H. Schutz, Texas; Unknown,
S.R. Newell, D. C.; Mrs. Lellie McDaniels, Head Clerk, D. C.; E.A. Logan, Missouri, Unknown, George
Scott, Reg Live. Denver; J.A. Becker, D. C. Second Row, left to right: E.L. Gasteiger, Pennsylvania;
G.L. Morgan, New Jersey; C.F. Sarle, D. C.; Unknown, Verne Church, Michigan; H.F. Bryant, Kentucky;
Paul Kirk, Minnesota; Ted Marsh, Tennessee; Frank Andrews, Utah; A.E. Anderson, Nebraska; Unknown,
Charlie Gage, D. C.  Third row, left to right: Don Christy, John Hicks, D. C.; Irvin Holmes, Michigan;
Leslie M. Carl, Iowa; Roger Hale, D. C. Back row: Miner Justin, Indiana; R.R. Royston, D. C.; E.C.
Paxton, Kansas; Floyd Reed, D. C.; Unknown. '



L9

STATISTICAL CLASS OF 1930, D. C.

Front row, left to right: Unknown, S.R. Newell, D. C.; Unknown, Unknown, Unknown, Unknown, F.E. Finley,
Texas; Unknown, J.A. Hicks, D. C.; Unknown, Cooper, Michigan. Second row, left to right: Unknown,
D.L. Floyd, Georgia; Unknown, Julius Peters, Iowa; Roy Bodin, Minnesota; Stuart Byran, Unknown, Unknown,
Arnold King, South Dakota; A.C. Brittain, D. C.; J.C. Garrett, Alabama; Dick Bean, D. C.; J.A. Becker,
D. C.
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STATISTICAL CLASS OF 1940, TIOWA STATE COLLEGE

Front row, left to right: E.E. Houseman, Ames; D.M. Frost, Ohio; T.L. Stuart, North Carolinaj; W.G.
Cochran, Ames; Prof. G.W. Shedecor, Ames; P.L. Koenig, D. C.; A.J. Kind, Ames; W.A. Hendricks, D. C.;
K.E. Logan, Kansas; D.H. Foster, New York. Second row, left to right: J.H. Peters, D. C.; W.J.
Bottener, New York; S.T. Marsh, Tennessee; Miss Mary Lou Bucher, Ames; Miss Esther Hirby, Ames;

Miss Dorothy Blandin, Ames; W.I..Blair, N. Eng.; J.R. Goodman, Arkansas; C.D. Caparoon, Pennsylvania.
Third row, left to right; M.H. Snyder, West Virginia; D.A. Candliss, Mississippi; A.C. Hackendorf,
Virginia; J.C. Townsend, Florida; F.L. Merrill, Idaho; J.F. Marsh, Alabama; A.R. Tuttle, D. C.; C.A.
Reseland, North Dakota; J.R. Cully, Arkansas; A.R. Larson, Utah.



STAT-LAB ESTABLISHED AT TOWA STATE COLLEGE, 1933

Perhaps the most enduring promotional activity of the Callander-Sarle team
was their support of the Statistical Laboratory established at Iowa State Col-
lege in 1933 under the talented and outgoing hand of Professor George Snedecor.
Using funds available under the Bankhead-Jones Act passed by Congress in 1935,107/
basic research in breadth and depth, was started on problems of crop estimating
and forecasting that proved of inestimable value in succeeding years when test-
ing of theoretical concepts moved from the sanctity of the laboratory into the
brutal realities of the field.

PRE-HARVEST WHEAT SURVEYS

Association with the Statistical Laboratory at Ames bore early fruit when
a cooperative venture including the Agricultural Marketing Service, Kansas State
College, North Dakota State College, and the Soil Conservation Service was
undertaken to make pre-harvest surveys to determine the baking quality of wheat
and the acreage, yield per acre, and production by producing areas. A. J. King
directed the data collection phase of the project and Mi.es McPeek, J. E.
Pallesen, and J. W. Kirkbride were in charge of laboratory work in Manhattan,
Kansas and Fargo, North Dakota. A number of young statisticians were recruited
from state offices, Archie Langley of Georgia, E. O. Schlotzhauer, Texas; K. E.
Logan, Nebraska; George Harrell, D.C.; to be in charge of the crews that col-
lected the field samples. This involved collecting samples of wheat just prior
to harvest in fields from Texas to Canada. It was hot, tedious work that went
on all summer as the wheat matured progressively North. 108/ The young "stats"
complained about rattlesnakes and poor food, there was a plethora of both, but
the job got done. Arnold King devised an unusual protection against rattle-
snakes. He split an old automobile innertube and sewed a piece of it inmside
each of his pant legs. They served somewhat like a pair of cowboy chaps, but
must have been uncomfortable in the blistering heat of the Great Plains. 109 /

Summarization and analysis of survey data were done in Ames, assisted by
Dale McCarty, and the analysis in New York City by the WPA staff, supervised by
Catherine J. Senf. Although the 1938, 1939 and 1940 objective wheat surveys
were not repeated, they were significant as they represented the first large-.
scale scientifically designed objective research surveys the agency had parti-
cipated in, and provided excellent training for future projects. The following
excerpts from a report made by the 'permanent' Research Committee 110 / established
June 19, 1941 by Mr. Callander, gives highlights of the project.

107/ Century of Service, p. 224.

108/ An Objective Method of Sampling Wheat Fields to Estimate Production and
Quality of Wheat, A. J. King, Dale E. McCarty and Miles McPeek, Tech. Bul.
No. 814, February 1942, USDA.

109/ Personal Interview with A. J. King.

110/ Composed of Joseph A. Becker, Chairman; Glenn D. Simpson, Secretary;

R. K. Smith and Walter Hendricks.
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The first pre-harvest survey of wheat (head samples) was taken
in North Dakota in the summer of 1938. The survey was extended in
1939 to include the important wheat producing areas in the States of
Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota, and Minnesota.
The 1940 survey was limited to Oklahoma and Kansas. Throughout the
entire period, statistical analysis of the survey data was carried
on...

The specific objectives of the survey were (a) To develop a
sampling technique that will provide at harvest and prior to market-
ing accurate estimates of the quality of the wheat (physical, chem-
ical and milling and baking) for small areas within a State; (b) to
furnish a sampling technique that will at harvest and prior to mar-
keting provide basis for estimates of acreage and production by
varieties; (c) to provide an objective method of sampling the wheat
crop in order to make timely estimates of yield per acre which could
serve as an independent check on yield data now being obtained from
voluntary reports; (d) to test further the use of the crop meter as
a basis for estimating the wheat acreage at harvest which would serve
as an independent check on estimates that are based upon data obtain-
ed from voluntary reports; (e) to determine what plant characteris-
tics most closely associated with yield may be measured during the
growing season and can be used as a basis for objectively forecast-
ing yield prior to harvest.....

Some of the more important conclusions resulting from an analysis
of the data are as follows:

1. ...it appears that the route sampling of a crop of wheat
at or prior to harvest furnishes a useful method for esti-
mating quality and production.

2. As a supplement to present methods of estimating wheat
production, the Pre-Harvest Wheat Survey might be ex-
pected to promote timeliness, geographic detail, and
objectivity in estimating both production and quality
of the crop at harvest.

3. The survey method of route sampling will probably be
most useful in unusual years when abnormal development
of the wheat crop creates production conditions not
readily detected by usual crop reporting methods.

4. Relatively small sampling errors were found in the
estimates of protein and test weight as compared with
the sampling errors found in the yield and acreage
estimates.

5. Slight bias is believed to occur in the estimates of
protein and test weight because some fields were sampled
prior to harvest when the wheat kernel might not yet have
indicated its quality as actually shown at harvest.

6. The estimates of yield and acreage were found to contain
systematic errors of bias as well as random sampling
errors.
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7. Analysis of the data indicates that the random component
of error can be reduced sufficiently through improved
sampling techniques to render this source of error rela-
tively unimportant in the estimates for both quality and
production.

8. The systematic error or bias in the yield and acreage
estimates presents a more serious problem in that the
total amount of bias differs between years and between
States in a given year.

9. 1In order to obtain more accurate estimates from the survey,
it will be necessary to investigate further the sources of
bias found and to establish a more definite basis for re-
moving this component of error from the final estimates.

10. In order to obtain a maximum amount of information per
dollar spent in estimating production, the cost analysis
indicates that the sampling interval should have been
increased and the total mileage driven should have in-
creased in each district." 111/

TRANSFER TO WASHINGTON, D.C., 1939

One of Ag. Estimates' long standing practices has been to move its profes-
sional staff from one field office to another, and into and out of Washington
as a means of developing a highly integrated, technically competent and oper-
ationally skilled staff,  knowledgeable in all aspects of the agency's program,
procedures and personnel. These reassignments every few years were usually
accompanied by a raise in Civil Service grade and salary, in fact, it became
almost axiomatic that to get a grade promotion required a geographical change.
Up until the 1960's, these moves were costly to the individual as the freight
allowance for household furnishings was seldom adequate, no financial assist-
ance was granted to help sell or buy a house, and no per diem was forthcoming
to cover costs of hotel and meals while waiting to get into the new house. It
was not uncommon for the transferee to pay several thousand dollars out of his
own pocket for the privilege of moving himself and family from one location to
another, often at a great distance. llg/ Finally, the government followed the
custom, long practiced by private industry, of defraying at least a significant
share of moving costs of its employees. '

It was apparent, therefore, in view of the Agency's policy, that in due
course Brooks would be leaving Kentucky for some other spot in the Service. On
December 21, 1936 he received an offer from Dr. C. F. Sarle in charge of the
Research Section in Washington, D.C., to join his group, but declined as he

111/ Mimeographed Report of Research Committee, 1941, SRS files.

112/  Russell Handy said that it cost him $3,000 out-of-pocket to transfer
in 1960 from State Stat in Ohio to Chief, Fruit and Vegetable Branch in
Washington, D.C.
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felt he needed more field office experience before joining the Headquarter's
staff, and besides, doing research did not have the appeal that the State work
provided.

John A. Hicks, in charge, Tobacco, Sugar, Rice and Peanut Section in Wash-
ington, made an annual pilgrimage to the tobacco areas and had gotten quite well
acquainted with Brooks when reviewing the tobacco estimating problems in Kentucky
and visiting the principal Burley areas of the State. On November 27, 1937,
Hicks told about a proposed reorganization which, if it went through, would
establish Brooks as Assistant Ag. Statistician in the newly created Tobacco,
Sugar, Rice and Peanut Section in Washington. A year went by with no discern-
ible action and on September 29, 1938, Mr. Callander came to Louisville and
discussed various plans for a promotion, and shortly thereafter, a raise in
grade to P-2 Assistant Statistician, and salary to $2,600 arrived, but no
transfer. Six months or so later on June 4, 1939, Mr. Callander was again in
Louisville and said that if the expected appropriation for the new fiscal year
was approved, Brooks would be transferred to Washington with a promotion to
Associate Statistician and a $600 raise to $3,200. Finally, three months later,
on September 6, 1939, two years after the matter had first been broached, a
telegram arrived confirming the promotion and an imminent transfer to Washington.
Although Brooks personal and expressed preference was a move to North Carolina
where he could become more familiar with the all important flue-cured types of
tobacco, and gain further experience in state office operations, he dutifully
turned over to a transfer company, a small truckload of household goods and,
with his wife and infant son, drove to Washington through rugged West Virginia,
then up the lovely Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, gorgeous in fall colors and
bursting with bountiful crops, so different than after the devastating raid in
1864 by brilliant, ruthless, 33-year old General Philip Sheridan when "a crow
flying across over the Valley would have to carry its own ratiomns." 113/

113/ '"The Civil War", p. 517, American Heritage Publishing Co., Inc. 1960.
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WORLD WAR PERIOD
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THE HEADQUARTERS STAFF, 1940

When Brooks reported for duty in Washington, D.C. on Monday morning, Oct-
ober 2, 1939, the entire staff of the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates
consisted of 138 professionals of whom twenty-four, or 17 percent, were in the
Washington Headquarters, 109 in State Offices, and 5 located in various Research
Projects around the country, plus a complement of clerks at each location. The
Washington organizational structure was as follows:

Administration -- Head

- W. F. Callander
Asst. Ag. Stat. - P. L. Koenig
Adm. Operations - W. H. Evans
Secy. of the Board - L. H. Wiland
Market Statistics -- Prin. Ag. Stat. - P. L. Koenig
Cold Storage Sec. - GAF-9 Wm. Broxton
Transportation - GAF-11 J. G. Cross
Dairy Marketing - P-4 B. H. Bennett
Crop Acr., Prod, & Util. -- Prin. Ag. Stat. - P-6 J. A. Becker
Grain & Hay Section Sr. Ag. Stat - P-5 R. K. Smith
Cotton Section Sr. Ag. Stat - P-5 F. A. Whitaker

Fruit, Nut, and Truck

Canning Crop Section Sr. Ag. Stat. P-5 R. R. Royston

Special Crop Section Ag. Stat - P-4 J. A. Hicks
Seed Section Sr. Mkt. Spl. - CAF-12 George Edler
Livestock & Livestock Prod. -- Prin. Ag. Stat - P-6 C. L. Harlan
Livestock Section Ag. Stat. - P-4 Asa Tuttle
Dairy Section Sr. Ag. Stat. - P-5 J. B. Shepard
Poultry Section Sr. Ag. Stat. - P-5 S. A. Jones
Statistical Research —— Prin. Ag. Stat. - P-6 C. F. Sarle
Local Market Prices Sr. Ag. Stat. - P-5 R. F. Hale
Crop Weather Research and
Stat. Methods Section Ag. Stat. - P-4 J. J. Morgan
Field Research Mass., Kans., Ia., Tex., S.C., & N.Y. 114/

The Livestock and Livestock Production Section was manned throughout by
strong personalities: Harlan, Tuttle, Shepard and Jones. Charles L. Harlan,
who headed the Section, was of a nervous disposition and, since his tongue was
not as agile as his mind, he stuttered somewhat when trying to express himself.
Although he did not travel much, he was an omnivorous reader, and this, coupled
with a retentive mind made him sort of an oracle among his peers. John Shepard,
no slouch himself, said that Harlan was always the best informed person in the
group of brown baggers who regularly ate lunch together in the Board Room,
whether the subject involved was Maryland law or sheep ranching in Colorado.
Unfortunately, only a fraction of his accumulated knowledge was put to produc-
tive use.

114/ Memo dated 1-1-40 AMS (memographed in Koenig's records), SRS files.
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After acquiring a degree in history and economics from the University of
Michigan, Harlan operated a ranch in Wyoming for several years, then in 1918,
during World War I, he was in charge of a YMCA canteen with the French Army
(Foyez du Soldat). Returning home, Mr. Harlan served as an investigator for
Livestock and Meats in the Bureau of Markets before joining the Crop Reporting
Service in 1924,

Asa Tuttle was, as Callander remarked, "a very bright young man'". After
his period in the Livestock Section, he was appointed Secretary of the Crop
Reporting Board, and did a remarkable job in organizing and streamlining the
record keeping and handling of reports from the field. It had become a way
of life for the large clerical staff to spend countless hours of overtime (for
free) preparing each month's Crop Report. Tuttle changed all that, and set up
a system of shuttle sheets to the state offices that provided a clear and per-
manent record of essential reported data, recommendations by Statist, Reviewer,
and the final estimates. His talent was soon recognized outside the Agency and
he departed elsewhere in the government maze, then eventually into private in-
dustry.

Meet John B. Shepard

John B. Shepard, Head of the Dairy Section was, from almost any perspec-
tive, a curious sort of person. Basically the thinker type, he looked the part.
Usually, he was far ahead of his contemporaries in concepts of statistical
techniques, and program needs.. In 1923 at the Conference in Indianapolis, he
proposed an Annual Sample Census of Agriculture. 115/ On another occasion he
presented a novel method of forecasting yields before crops are planted. 116/

In August 1943 Shepard submitted a paper entitled, "A New Yardstick for
Food Values" in which he presented a procedure for determining '"a common unit
of measure for the various kinds of human food so that we can compare an acre
of lettuce with an acre of potatoes in terms of food produced. Let's use a
scale of values that is based on what people actually paid for food nutrients.
Such a scale would permit comparisons between true value and cost, between re-
lative values of alternative foods or between raw and cooked foods. It would
also permit calculation of differences between regions, between years or between
income groups.'" Shepard then proceeded to show how this could be done with
relative ease and concluded, after citing various important uses, that "It pro-
vides new tools for the man trying to feed a million refugees at minimum cost,
and for the man trying to demonstrate the extra value in a loaf of somebody's
bread." 1In the midst of World War II John Shepard was thinking about how to
help the victims of all the brutality and destructiveness and was looking ahead
to the problems of feeding the hungry in underdeveloped nationms.

This penchant for deep thought tended to 1lift him a bit out of the here
and now, with the result that he was somewhat absentminded and oblivious to

115/ Conference Proceedings, SRS files.
116/ Agricultural Situation, February 1943, also CEM 1168.
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mundane happenings. However, he possessed a keen sense of humor and could be
depended upon for entertaining remarks at retirement parties and other gala
events. He bought 950 acres of farmland along the Potomac River, near Pooles-
ville, Maryland 117/ during the depressed 1930's, reportedly at a ridiculously
low price. Livestock and crops were raised on the spread, but primarily the
place was being developed as a future enterprise for his son. When Mr. Shepard
made the acreage review in Kentucky in 1935, he expressed an interest in look-
ing at some saddle horses with the possibility of buying one for his young son
Walter, a budding horseman. Mr. Royce, Chairman of the Corn-Hog Board, sug-
gested, "On your way back to Washington, get off the train in Lexington and I
will take you out to see some saddle horses'. Arriving at a horse farm, an
attendant led out a beautiful animal that Mr. Shepard inspected carefully with
growing interest. Finally, he asked, "How much does the owner want for this
horse?" The attendant replied, "I don't know what they want for this horse,
but I do know that last week his full brother was sold for ten thousand dollars."
Mr. Shepard's jaw dropped - he had been thinking in terms of perhaps a few
hundred dollars.

The Potomac farm was a continuing source of work and worry for Mr.Shepard,
what with the river flooding at unexpected times, and other trying problems,
but he struggled along with it because his son was so enthusiastic about the
place and the prospects it held for later on. During World War II, Walter
wrote from Europe to his 'Pop', "I still think the most beautiful thing on
earth is a beautiful filly, and nothing is going to look better to me than good
old Potomac Ranch soil." 117A/

John B. Shepard, Thinker extraordinary, 1926-45.

117/ The Omnibus, July 1938, p. 8. See also (XI).
117A/ Walter Shepard to his father, July 5, 1944, SRS files.
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Meet Dr. S. A. Jones

Dr. S. A. Jones, Head of the Poultry Section in 1940, was considered one
of the most loveable characters in the annals of the Crop Reporting Service.
Although a graduate in medicine from Columbia University, later George Washing-
ton University, he entered govermment service as an accountant clerk in 1898,
and served nine years in the Navy Department before beginning 36 years in Crop
Estimates in 1907. Progressively Chief Clerk, Chief of Crop Reports, Chief of
Field Service, Statistician, Secretary of the Board, Sr. Ag. Statistician, he
is best remembered for his pioneer work on poultry statistics. An avid apiarian
he kept stands of bees in his backyard, much to the apprehension of his guests.
A prodigious and meticulous worker, his visits to state offices were marked by
long, hectic hours of work culminating in a last minute, frantic rush to catch
his train. Stories are told and poetry written about his train catching epi-
sodes.

A kindly, gentle, devout man, Dr. Jones' religion was a constant companion.
One evening while walking along 42nd street near Times Square in New York City,
Dr. Jones was accosted by a ''street walker'", and he let his companions stand
and wait while he tried to persuade the girl to 'go and sin no more". He fre-
quently made long exhausting cotton boll count trips with Joe Becker who related
this incident illustrative of the man's innate goodness and concern for others:

"On another occasion, I learned about friendship and kindliness
to one's fellow men. By some strange accident of fate or politics,
a blind man had been appointed statistical agent for Mississippi and
had served in that capacity, with the help of his daughter, for a
number of years, until displaced by the adoption of the field office
system. It so happened that Doctor Jones and I were within 20 or 30
miles of his home and the Doctor prevailed upon me to accompany him
on a visit. The blind man, raised in comfort as the son of a plan-
tation owner, had fallen upon harsher days. He was living a lonely
life in one room of the old plantation house, then occupied by the
family of the new owner. We sat on the porch far into the evening,
while Doctor Jones and Mr. Shaw 118/ exchanged reminiscences and
brought one another up to date on their lives. The Doctor's visit
brought cheer to his old friend and he had a wonderful time himself.
His friendships were enduring. He is never too busy to renew them
and they pay him rich dividends." 119/ ’

The Mr. Shaw referred to as blind by Becker was Mr. P. W. Shaw, State
Statistical Agent, Carrollton, Mississippi and appears as number 14 in the
picture of the 1917 Conference in Washington, D.C. In 1949 E. C. Paxton, form-
erly in charge of the Utah-Nevada office, in commenting on the people in the
1917 picture said about Mr. Shaw:

118/ P. W. Shaw, State Statistical Agent, Carrollton, Mississippi, C. 1909-
1918, SRS files.
119/ The Omnibus, 1943.
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"I met him and visited with him at the old Ebbitt Hotel in
Washington during this conference. I liked him well. It was re-
markable how well he could describe his loved southland handicapped
as he was with no sight of his eyes. Continued as State Statisti-
cal Agent for Mississippi after that position had been abolished
in other states.'" 120/

LIFE IN THE SPECIAL CROPS SECTION

The Special Crops Section, headed by John A. Hicks, to which Brooks was
assigned, was responsible not only for the estimates for 23 types of tobacco,
but also peanuts, including a bothersome monthly Stocks and Processing Report,
sugarcane, sugarbeets, and maple products. Brooks had no experience with any
of these commodities, except tobacco grown in Kentucky, but read all the bul-
letins and such he could find, talked with many informed individuals, and soon
was making '"study and observation" trips to the field.

Meet John S. Dennee

In addition to Mr. Hicks, Brooks and three clerks, the Section included
that bizarre character, John Dennee (Den-Knee), who was approaching retirement
and would soon depart for Gulfport, Mississippi to round out a long and tempes-
tuous career. Mr. Dennee gave the tyro Commodity Statistician much background

John S. Dennee, 1913-42.

120/ Dittoed manuscript by Paxton in SRS files.
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Some of the men who were active in developing or implementing new
statistical procedural, or operational techniques of the Long Range Program

in the years 1950-61.

The list is intended to be representative of the

various phases of the work rather than inclusive of all who participated.
That list would include all the SIC's and many others including some who
were helpful by being obstructive.

Roy A. Bodin
1956: S1C, Mimn.
1976: Ret. S1C, Minn.

L
Bruca M. Graham
1956: Spac. Farm Scat. Br.
1976: Deputy Adm. SRS

Earl E. Houeeman
1956: Stat. Conelt. to Adm., AMS

1976: Ret. Stat. Aeet. to Adm., SRS

J.J. Morgan
1956: Pld. Cr. Sec. (Cotton)
1976: Ret. Hd. Fld. Cr. Sec.

C.A. Stoketad
1956: Spec. Parm Stet. Br.
1976: Dir. Sur. Div.

C.E. Burkhead
1956: Chiaf, Fld. Cr. Br.
1976: Ret. Chief, PCB

(3

J. Richard Grant
1956: Clear. Off., USDA
1976: Ret. Clear. Off., USDA

Harold P. Huddleeton
1956: Rea. Staff, Ag. Eete.
1976: Prin. Ree. Stat., SRS

Robert S. Overton
1956: Rag. Liveetock, Denver
1976: Ret. Aaat. Adm.

\ P

Robert E. Straezheinm
1956: Asat. S1C New York
1976: Ret. S1C lndians

Charlea E. Caudill
1956
1976: Dir. Ree. Div.

W. Ward Handereon

1956: Spec. Farm Stat. Br.

1976: Ret. S1C, Calif,

Bruce W. Kelly
1956: Rea. Stat., Fla.
1976: Ret. Dir. Ree. Div.

Frank Parkar
1956: S1C North Cerolina
1976: Deceaeed SIC, N.C.

Glenn A. Sutar
1956: Spec. Farm Stat, Br.
1976: S1C New York
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Walter H. Ebling
1956: $1C, Wiec,
1976: Deceaeed, SI1C, Wiec.

Valter A. Handricke

1956: Hd. Ree. Staff, Ag. Eete.

1976: Ret. Ree. Tri., K.C.

l ‘-—--'
#

-

]

William E. Kibler
1956: Stet. in Ga. Office
1976: Adminietrator SRS

Glenn D. Simpeon
1956: Aset. Dir.
1976: Ret. Dep. Ad., SRS

H.M. Weltere
1956: Dafiry Br., D.C.
1976: Aset. Adm., SRS

4]

William H. Evane
1956: Adm. Officar
1976: Ret. Adm. Officer

Robert M. Hobson
1956: Spl. Farm Stat.
1976: S1C, Teon.

|

J.W. Kirkbride
1956: F1d. Cr. Sec. (Graine)
1976: Dir. Eet. Div.

=

B. Relph Staudar
1956: Chief, Ag. Frice Br.
1976: Ret. Chiaf Ag. Price Br.

F.P, Wallrebenetein
1956: Spec. Farm Stat. Br.
1976: Ret. SIC Haweif



on the sugar industry, especially sugarcane. Tall, his spare, rugged frame
always nattily attired in an expensive suit, a pearl stickpin in his necktie,
and a kingsized diamond ring on his right hand, he was, according to his own
accounts, considerable of a lady's man, and no one doubted it. His colleagues
who knew him well, prepared this account concerning "John (Don Juan) Dennee'
for the June 1942 issue of The Omnibus:

"Raised in the colorful atmosphere of old New Orleans in the
period immediately after the War between the States, John S. ac-
quired an unexcelled background of law, Shakespeare, and history.
Being practically bilingual--French and English-- in his youth '
and of a roving disposition, John picked up a smattering of other
tongues in his ramblings over the globe. He has lived in many
places--New Orleans, New York, Boston, Mexico City, Atlanta,
Honolulu, Baltimore, Manila, Seattle, Portland and Washington, not
to mention side trips to Canada, Europe, Cuba, Africa, and Puerto
Rico. John has been Statistician in five states and handled sugar
and other crops in Washington. Now upon retiring from the USDA,
the old boy is so full of steam that he is going down to help
Tugwell run Puerto Rico. Good Luck! Au Revoir! Vieje con Dios,
Don Juan."

For several years Dennee worked for the Southern Railroad in New York City
and he never got over his astonishment that "out of seven million people, 1
was chosen as a-.juror in the notorious Stanford White-Harry K. Thaw case'.

Because of his long pocketbook, his salary checks would accumulate in his
desk for months. He kept his desk padlocked, but this did not deter Idella
Treadway, a clerk making a routine inventory of equipment during his absence on
a field trip. She simply unscrewed the latch, verified the number on his omni-
meter, replaced the latch and went on her way. Mr. Dennee had a fondness for
the curious and liked to work on puzzling, but not necessarily significant pro-
blems, such as how high the Washington Monument would have to be if it were
visible at ground level from Baltimore, 40 miles away. His solution of the
problem is lost in antiquity, but according to the calculations of Charles E.
Caudill, Director of the Research Division, Statistical Reporting Service, in
1976, the Washington Monument, to be visible from Baltimore, would have to be
1,050 feet high, if the parameters provided by the National Cartographic Ser-
vice, and National Park Service, and his arithmetic are accepted. Caudill says
that if you were in Ft. McHenry on the banks of Baltimore Harbor, on a clear
day, had 20-20 vision, and standing at the base of the pole from which the flag
was flying when Francis Scott Key wrote the Star Spangled Banner, you would be
31 feet above sea level. At an airline distance of 35.55 miles, the Washington
Monument stands at 41.5 feet above sea level at the Threshold Benchmark. The
Monument itself is 555 feet high. In between these two historic sites are two
obstacles to straight-line vision, a hill with an elevation of 250 feet and the
curve of the earth. Putting all these facts into a formula, an indicated height
of 1,050 feet is arrived at as that required for the tip of the Monument to be
seen from Ft. McHenry.
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Another of John Dennee's singular problems with which he confounded friends
was one that he said he first learned about while lolling in a deck chair a-
board a ship plying the South China Sea in those long ago, halcyon, days prior
to World War I when Britannia ruled the waves and made the streets safe for
Caucasians. As John told it, an old villager was on his death bed and feebly
called his three sons to his side. "I have seventeen horses', he quavered,
"and I leave one-half of them to my oldest son, one-third to my second son, and
one-ninth to my youngest son.'" Having bequethed his most valuable possessions,
the old gentleman departed this earth. The sons were left with a knotty pro-
blem--how to divide seventeen horses in accordance with their revered father's
wish. Much discussion and aimless suggestions accomplished nothing but irri-
tation and frustration. Finally, the village wiseman was consulted and he said,
"I have an old, broken down, bog-spavined horse, that I will give you, and that
will sum to eighteen horses which will enable you to make an allocation as
stipulated by your late lamented father.

The horses were then parcelled out: one-half of the eighteen, or nine horses,
to the eldest son; one-third, or six horses, to the middle son; and one-ninth,
or two horses, to the youngest son, making a total of seventeen horses. Where-
upon the village wiseman took his old, broken down, bog-spavined horse and re-
turned home.

- Tobacco Short Course, Raleigh, N.C., 1940

To introduce Brooks to the flue-cured tobacco area and broaden his know-
ledge of tobacco in general, Mr. Hicks took him in his car to attend a tobacco
short course January 14-16, 1940, given by North Carolina State College. En-
route to Raleigh, they stopped at Duke University to explore with Dr. H. C.
Wolfe and his chemical research staff, the possibility that the determination
of the nicotine content of growing tobacco could be useful in forecasting yield
per acre. This tenuous theory was predicated on the fact that dry weather to-
bacco crops have a higher percentage of nicotine than is the case with wet
weather crops. The apriori judgment of the experts was that such a research
project would have a 50-50 chance of obtaining significant results, so the idea
was dropped. The visitors did pick up a quotation attributed to J. B. Duke,
founder of the Tobacco Company, that seemed to make sense. ''Walk while you are
young so that you can ride when you are old."

The '"tobacco short course'" was poorly attended, but very instructive to a
neophyte. There were a number of interesting talks, one by a friend, William
Finn, Chief, East Central Division of the AAA. Another was by the State
Forester who, understandably, spoke enthusiastically about the forests of
North Carolina, as one of its greatest assets. Farmers in the Tar Heel State,
he said, every year consumed as fuel for heating homes and curing tobacco, for
fencing and as building material, 4 1/2 million cords of wood, which if cut
into four foot lengths and stacked up four feet high would make a rick that
would reach from the Atlantic to the Pacific and back again with a 1,000 mile
remnant left over. The thing that disturbed the State Forester, however, and
the more he talked of it the angrier he got, was the fact that some farmers,
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even some in an area locally known as the Poverty Patch, were using oil to flue-
cure their tobacco instead of following the time-honored practice of using wood.

Outrageous!

He was whistling against the wind, however, as time would tell. The advan-
tages of oil over wood for flue-curing tobacco were too many and persuasive to
buck the trend -- it avoided the necessity of someone standing by around the
clock for five or six days and nights to keep the wood fires going; the danger
of a disastrous conflagration was less, and the end product was superior, as the
curing temperature was kept more uniform.

Ladies Night

You would have to go back to the gory days of Rome when gladiators hacked
each other to pieces in the Colosseum to find anything to match the women's
wrestling match staged in Raleigh that cold night in January, 1940. Never hav-
ing seen such a spectacle, it was eye-popping to see the viciousness the two
girls displayed —- thus, upholding Kipling's opinion that the female of the
species is more vicious than the male. The blouses of the two antagonists were
spattered with blood at the end of their scratching, biting, hair pulling con-
test. ’

Years later during a Conference in Geneva, Switzerland, Graham Sharp, a
young Englishman who had spent a year or so in this country, said that he had
never fully appreciated the terrific latent power of the American people until
he witnessed the girl cheerleaders at a football game in Mississippi. It was
a torrid night and a thick layer of sultry, suffocating heat hung over the
University stadium at Oxford, Mississippi like a steam blanket. The thick,
sluggish blood in Sharp's English veins was near the boiling point, and he could
hardly get his breath, but the cheerleaders seemed oblivious to the oppressive
heat, and kept up their acrobatic heroics with wild abandon and soaring exuber-
ance throughout three hours of strenuous and perpetual motion.

Field Travel - South

In the summer of 1940, Jack Hicks took Brooks on a learn-by-seeing tour of
the peanut, tobacco, and sugarcane areas of the South. They travelled in Hicks'
car, stopping frequently along the way to inspect fields and processing plants,
and to talk to county agents, trade people, farmers, and other informed indi-
viduals. Stops were made at Ag. Estimates' offices in North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Tennessee.

On the way from Albany, Georgia to Montgomery, Alabama, the two men hoped
to go through Enterprise and see the monument erected in honor of the boll wee-
vil, the only monument in the world honoring an insect, but their work took
them north of it through Eufaula. The farmers of the Enterprise area had had
their cotton crops ravaged by boll weevils for years and finally relucantly
turned to the production of peanuts. This became such a profitable crop for the
entire economy of the area that the boll weevil monument was erected out of
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grateful appreciation.

Jack suggested that they divert their trip to go through Tuskegee and make
a visit to Dr. George Washington Carver, the great Negro scientist who had done
so much to further production and utilization of peanuts. Jack said, "I would
like to shake his hand," Brooks readily agreed, but by late afternoon the
broiling sun had sapped their energies and thoughts of the large ceiling fans
moving masses of cool air in the comfortable hotel room in Montgomery persuaded
the weary travellers to defer the 30-mile side trip to Tuskegee until '"next
time" which, of course, never came.

One never knows for sure when he is doing something worthwhile. In
Louisiana some time was spent inquiring into the production, harvesting, pro-
cessing, and marketing of Perique tobacco. This is a unique type grown in a
small area in St. James Parish (County) in Louisiana. The tobacco leaves,
stripped of their center stems were tied in clusters of about 20, placed in a
barrel and allowed to stew- in their own juice under 25,000 pounds pressure for
a year. The result was a dark, strong flavored leaf that was used primarily as
a blend in smoking tobacco, most of it being exported to Germany and Scandanavia.
The farmers, especially the Guglielmo family were cordial and freely gave data
on yields, prices, etc., from their records. A couple of years later when the
Nazis had overrun Norway closing the market for Perique tobacco, producers ask-
ed for Government loans to tide them over the war period. The Department was
skeptical of the pre-war prices of thirty cents a pound reported by the would
be borrowers and the only supporting evidence readily available were the notes
taken on the trip with Jack Hicks.

Everywhere on their long, circuitous route, there was evidence of the
changing South. Cotton was still "King", but its realm was being invaded on
all sides by new crops and commercial enterprises--cattle on lespedeza pastures,
peanuts on worn-out cotton land, peaches in new and unusual spots, tung nuts in
Louisiana and so on ad infinitum. Industry and a variety of business activities
were leavening the loaf in every state. Perhaps the most significant develop-
ment of all was the bustling efforts to attract tourists to come visit, rest,
eat, and sight-see. The ladies of Natchez, Mississippi, citadel of the ante-
bellum Cotton Kingdom--had shown the way by opening their galaxy of beautiful
old homes to sight-seers for a fee. Realization had finally come to the 01d
South that "a tourist is worth about as much as a bale of cotton and a lot
easier to pick,"

Peanut Reports

According to the dictionary, one definition of peanuts is 'something small
or trifling," but to the 75,000 peanut planters in ten states and to several
hundred marketers, the four billion pounds of peanuts produced each year, valued
at 650 million dollars, are nothing of the kind. Current data concerning the
quantity of peanuts processed, including those cleaned for roasting, shelled for
making peanut butter, and crushed for oil, were such a critical need to the in-
dustry that they persuaded Congress to pass the Peanut Statistics Act of 1939
compelling peanut Processors to report each month the quantity processed and its
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utilization, to the Department of Agriculture. 121/ This became, and remains,
the only report issued by the U.S. Crop Reporting Board for which respondents
are required by law to submit facts concerning their operations and this is
done at the instigation of the processors themselves.

This can of worms had been delegated to the Special Crops Section, and
monthly reports had been begun when Brooks arrived in Washington but he had to
spend a great deal of time on this project rather than on problems of estimat-
ing production of the 23 types of tobacco. Nearly a year slipped by before
Henry Taylor, SIC, Virginia, took Brooks on a tour in September, 1940 to observe
first hand the methods used in the production, harvesting, marketing and pro-
cessing of peanuts. Henry Taylor was a delightful person with whom to travel.
He was thoroughly familiar with the peanut area of his state and seemed to know
everybody engaged in this flourishing business in South Side Virginia. Mr.
Taylor had served in World War I and had retained his status in the Officer's
Reserve Corps. Shortly after this trip to peanut areas he was back in the Army
and in the South Pacific where, in due course, he was promoted to Colonel. His
brother, Frank, who also was a career employee of the Crop Reporting Service,
had served in the Navy in World War I as a Lieutenant j.g. engaged primarily in
trying to determine why ships like the Cyclops disappeared mysteriously in the
Devils Triangle. Frank did not keep up his commission and in 1941, when taking
a qualifying examination for re-entry into the Service he was asked, "Where is
the main valve on the steamboiler?'" Frank replied cheerfully "I don't know, but
that's the first thing I will check on when getting aboard ship!" He was promptly
accepted back into the fold. Frank had many adventures with the Merchant Marine
during World War II, but escaped serious injury dispite the ships he was on
being bombed and machine gunned and struck by disastrous fires and collisions.

Frank, like John Shepard, also lost a son in the invasion of Europe.
Garland Taylor had been wounded, but recovered and on his first day back on
duty was killed. Sometime earlier he had written his Mother, thanking her for
sending him some post cards to use in keeping her up-to-date on how he was get-
ting along. 'Those cards," he wrote, '"came in mighty handy. It was pouring
rain last night and we had trouble getting a fire started, but those cards
really made a blaze." 122/

THE SEETHING LOCK-UP

The Black Hole of Calcutta has, since 1756, epitomized human misery in con-
finement, but in the days before air-conditioning the Lock-Up during the suffo-
cating jungle heat in August of swamp based Washington, must rank a close second.
Just before closing time the day before Lock-Up, Warren Carr would close the
windows in each room, drop the venetian blinds, fasten them down with a box-car

121/ Title 7, Section 951 U.S. Code, see p. 229 '"SRS of USDA-Scope and
Methods," Miscl. Pub. 967, 1964.

;gg/ Correspondence with his parents, Frank and Alice Taylor, Rapidan, Va.,
March 14, 1976. )
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seal, thus closing in all of the heat and humidity accumulated during the day.
Early next morning, some 130 people would come into the Lock-Up and, for eight
hours or so, swelter and perspire in the stifling enviromnment as they scurred
about preparing the Crop Report. By release time at 3 p.m., the place would be
a steaming cauldron. Wall fans stirred the heavily flavored air, but helped
little, and caused annoyance by blowing papers around that were not held down
by a paper weight.

Papers stuck to sweaty arms and drops of perspiration caused blobs on pages
freshly penned in ink. A status symbol was a low, round, hassock type fan that
sat on the floor and kept air moving around one's legs, but only top officials
had such soothing equipment. A big leap forward was achieved in human comfort
when window air-conditioning units were installed, but real relief did not ar-
rive until air-conditioning was turned on in the entire building on May 2, 1960.
The installation of air-conditioning was a marvel of organization and efficient
operation. The task had to be accomplished with minimum disturbance to the work
of 7,000 employees. This goal was effectively achieved by a procession of work-
men streaming through the offices at intervals, each performing a specific
function and going on his way without saying anything to anybody. There was no
way, though, to minimize the screeching of the steel bits that cut holes' through
six inches of concrete floor. The cost of air-conditioning the building was
$10 million, precisely the cost of constructing the building itself 25 years
earlier.

THE NEW AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS

The Crop Reporting Service, as well as the rest of the Department, had
struggled over a long period to obtain suitable working facilities and condi-
tions. By 1903 the old, red brick USDA building, the pride of 1867, was burst-
ing at the seams and creaking with age. James Wilson, Secretary of Agriculture
from 1897 to 1913 (a 16 year stint that set a record which still stands for ser-
vice of a Cabinet officer) was, as President Taft said, "a good politician'". 123/
In 1903 he submitted a request to Congress for $2,500,000 to put up a new agri-
cultural building on the Mall. For reasons now obscure, but apparently because
the Congress thought Wilson's plans too grandiose, a million dollars was lopped
off his building request. Such arbitrary and unreasonable action irritated "Tama
Jim" and he decided he would force the issue by using the $1,500,000 that Con-
gress had appropriated to put up two wings of his planned structure on the as-
sumption that Congress would surely provide the additional money to fill in the
middle section. Congress did nothing of the sort. For nearly twenty-five years
--1906 to 1930--the two separate and equal marble wings stood forlornly on the
Mall, joined only by a wide expanse of green grass. Finally the Public Build-
ings Act of May 25, 1926, authorized completion of the missing middle portion
of the Administration Building. Construction got underway in 1928 and was
completed in March, 1930, after an expenditure of two million dollars, double
the amount Secretary Wilson had requested for that portion of the building in
1903. The end product satisfied many and was described by one over-wrought

123/ Century of Service, p. 40.
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enthusiast as '"the most beautiful edifice of any kind in the world." The Act
of 1926 also authorized construction of the South Agriculture Building. Work
began June 1, 1930, and seven years later, on January 15, 1937, the building,
containing 4,292 rooms and seven miles of corridors, was declared completed at
a cost of $10 million. 124/ Not quite. Provision had to be made for employees
to get back and forth between the Administration and South Buildings without
risking their lives crossing Independence Avenue, so two arches were construct-
ed connecting the two buildings at the third floor level with wide halls in
each. These utilitarian arches cost an additional $350,000 and were dedicated
to Secretary James Wilson (1835-1920) and Seaman A. Knapp (1835-1911), who,
after being a Methodist preacher, President of Iowa State College, and publisher,
began at age 70, the work for which he is best known--demonstration farms. 125/

Although the archway halls were used frequently every day, a lively foot
traffic developed across busy Independence Avenue at the center of the two
buildings. Despite many near misses, no one was killed in this pedestrian par-
ade and the hazard was eliminated when a tunnel under the avenue was completed
and the cross-walk barricaded. The exact date the tunnel went into service
remains undefined despite a wide ranging search, but it definitely was in use
in April 1942.

The Commission of Fine Arts disliked the plans for the arches and on March
17 and 18, 1933 discussed the proposed arches, '"to connect the Administration
Building of the Agricultural Department with the Extensible Building," reviewed
the plans with the National Park and Planning Commission, visited the site and
ended up recommending that the idea of bridging the avenue be given up and ad-
vised that "underground passageways connect these two buildings." However, the
arches were constructed and the tunnel long delayed. 126/

In the original plans for the South Building, the 7th wing on the first
floor was specially designed to meet the unusual and particular Lock-Up require-
ments of the Crop Reporting Service. An elevator was included, more open space
provided, and special load bearing walls installed. 127/ However, the first
section of the South Ag. Building to be completed was the 4th Wing, and the
wisdom of the day was that the Crop Reporting Service should be moved into it
"temporarily." ©Later when the 7th Wing was ready for occupancy the New Deal
farm program was blasting into orbit and needed office space promptly so the
new vacant 7th Wing was taken over 'temporarily.'" Forty years later the office
space allocation was essentially unchanged despite a strong effort in the late
50's to obtain the 7th Wing when the bludgeoning computer program made additional
space mandatory for the Crop Reporting Service.

124/ Century of Service, p. 130.

125/ '"Men and Milestones in American Agriculture,” p. 22 & 23 U.S. GPO Wash.
126/ Letter March 20, 1933, Charles Moore, Chairman, Commission of Fine Arts,
to H. A. Wallace, Secretary of Agriculture, SRS files.

127/ Interview with Darrell Peters, Director, Administrative Services,
Division EMSC, USDA.
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WPA RESEARCH PROJECT IN NEW YORK, 1938-41

Interest in area sampling--that is, drawing a probability sample of small
areas of land and interviewing farmers living in or associated with them--had
long been discussed and gotten the enthusiastic attention of the statisticians
in the Laboratory at Ames. One of these was Earl E. Houseman, an Iowa farm boy
with an excellent mathematical mind, who was assigned by Professor Spedecor in
1938 to study sampling problems. Later Houseman transferred to Washington where
his talents were used in upgrading technical phases of the program and in in-
augurating the computer revolution.

Irvin Holmes carried on research concerning the optimum size of segments
for area surveys using ''assessors' data for nineteen counties in the states of
Indiana, Minnesota, Iowa, and Kansas. This field work, which was done as a
part of the Sample Census Research Project, involved the interviewing of as-
sessors, AAA community committeemen, and other local people in order to match
up three identical farms for the period 1935-37. 1In all, nearly forty thousand
farms scattered over two hundred seventy-nine minor civil divisions, were cover-
ed in the work. 128/

In discussing the project at the St. Louis Conference in 1938, Mr. Holmes
stated three concepts for determining farms to be enumerated. One, which he
called "Operating Unit Method," was to include all land of the operator as was
done by the Census; the second, a '"Land Unit Method," in which "all boundary-
line farms are broken down according to the townships and counties in which each
tract of land is located." The third so-called "Combination Method" involved
obtaining data for tracts inside and outside the Minor Civil Divisions separate-
ly and combining them later in the office. This procedure was suggested by a
Mr. Shaw and as Mr. Holmes pointed out, it had serious flaws, especially in
those days before the electronic computer, but it is interesting as it contained
the germ of methods eventually developed for enumerative surveys in the 1940's
and under the expanded long range program.

In 1938 the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in New York City had a
problem--about 300 clerks with not enough to do. The Crop Reporting Service
had a different problem--research projects aplenty with no people to do the
basic clerical work. These two problems were resolved by a cooperative arrange-
ment between the two agencies under which Glenn D. Simpson became director of
a staff in New York City in 1938 that performed the clerical work on a number
of research projects such as Holmes' study referred to above, sponsored and
given technical direction primarily by Washington staff members. When Simpson
left in 1940 to work for the Census Bureau, C. E. Burkhead, State Statistician
for Maryland, commuted to New York several times a month to provide over-all
administrative guidance to the research effort that was given day-to-day super-
vision by WPA employees. Among Washington staff members who were technical
leaders of research projects were Irvin Holmes, Paul Smith, John Wilson, Julius
Peters and E. M. Brooks. Catherine Senf was on the technical staff in New York

128/ Proceedings St. Louis Conference, 1938, p. 41.
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and gave a great deal of help on all these projects. The usual procedure for
the Project Leaders was, about once a month, to take the B&0 "Sleeper" to New
York on Sunday night and return on Friday afternoon, leaving the City about
4:30 and arriving in Union Station in Washington at 8:30.

The B&0 put its passengers off the train in Newark early in the morning
and onto buses which were ferried across the Hudson River, and then dropped
them off at their hotel. The Pennsylvania delivered its patrons to the heart
of town, but then they had to fight for a taxi to take them to their hotel.

In May 1941 Brooks was in New York along with Jack Hicks when he received
a telephone call from Mr. Callander asking if he could return to Washington
that night and leave the next morning on a drought survey throughout the South.
Brooks said that he planned to return to Washington, but that he was engaged
in tobacco revisions and Mr. Hicks could decide whether he should go oun the
trip. Hicks talked Callander out of the idea so Joe Ewing and John Shephard
made the drought survey. As they crossed the Potomac River into Virginia, it
started raining and the further they went, the harder it rained. All the way
south through North Carolina, Georgia, into Alabama, up through Tennessee and
into Kentucky it rained steadily. Arriving in Bowling Green, they called Mr.
Bryant, State Statistician in Louisville, and he told them that if they came
on up to Louisville, then east to Lexington and north to Cincinnati, they
would be in the worst drought area of the State. They followed this routing
but at Lexington got hit by 3 1/2 inches of rain. They finally staggered
back to Washington having worn out a set of windshield wipers on a drought-
less drought survey.

The WPA project in New York came to an abrupt end after Pearl Harbor when
job opportunities went begging, but it had served a useful purpose during a
difficult period. So far as the research projects were concerned they helped
educate some of the staff in research methodology and provided answers to some
long-standing problems.

FIELD TRAVEL - WEST, 1941

There are some people who, if they are supposed to know always know. For-
tunately this failing has not been a part of Brooks' bag of faults. One steamy
hot day in August, 1941, when working in the Special Crops Section, Mr. Callander
came by and asked a question about sugarbeets, and Brooks had to tell him he
didn't know the answer as he had never seen a sugarbeet. Callander promptly
got after Hicks to send Brooks on a field trip to get acquainted with the sugar-
beet areas and practices. Hicks planned the itinerary and it was a dandy.

Meet Floyd L. Reed, SIC, Colorado

The first stop was Denver where Floyd L. Reed, Statistician in Charge of
the Colorado office, took his visitor on a three day tour of sugarbeet areas.
Brooks asked a host of questions about the planting, cultivation, irrigation,
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harvesting, and processing of sugarbeets, and about many other farm practices
in the area, all of which Reed answered forthrightly.

There are some people who should never leave their native habitat. Such
a one was Floyd Reed. He should never have left the ranch. Not that he didn't
do well in the outside world, he did. But he had such pronounced qualifications
for the job as '"'ramrod" on a large, sprawling ranch that it seems a waste that
he spent so many years behind a desk.

Alert, aggressive, sharp minded, bluntly outspoken, physically powerful,
agile as a cat, totally without fear, supremely confident, knowledgeable a-
bout animals, people and range practices, he personified the type of ranch boss
the movies try to picturize.

One night in Kansas City, Kansas, Reed and a companion set out in a taxi
to attend a dinner in the home of a mutual friend. The taxi driver got lost
and after wandering about and making several false stops, Reed got out of the
car to look at a map under a lamp. He promptly recognized that they were in
the wrong part of town entirely and he expressed his displeasure in the raw and
1livid language of a bunkhouse cowhand. The taxi driver understandably took
offense, but made the mistake of swinging at Reed. Floyd reacted with a vicious
blow to the man's stomach which doubled him over. Reed grabbed the tails of
the fellow's sheepskin coat and yanked them forward over his head thus pinning
the man's arms in a helpless position. Holding him firmly with one hand, Floyd
used his other fist to pummel the fellow unmercifully with hard uppercuts.

When Reed decided his message had gotten through adequately to the hapless
taxi driver, he released him and they proceeded on their way.

Dan Herbert related an incident that occurred when he was an assistant in
the Denver office in 1957. On a mid-summer day Reed and Herbert were riding in
the pickup truck of Cecil Yount, Manager of Baughman Farms on their way to ob-
serve grasshopper damage to wheat in the area around Cheyenne Wells, Colorado.
As they followed a narrow road between two wheat fields, they came upon a snake
sunning itself in the road. Yount stopped the car intending to kill the snake
if it developed that it was a '"rattler" but Reed anticipated Yount by hopping
out and running forward for a closer look.

"What is Reed going to do?'", Yount asked. Herbert replied that if it was
a black snake, Reed probably planned to catch it and take it along with them.
"No, he's not," said Cecil. "You lock your door and roll up your window, we
won't allow Floyd back in." By this time, Floyd had caught the black snake,
for such it was, and started for the pickup. Cecil called to him. "Floyd, you
old b » you're not going to get into this pickup with that snake." "Aw,
Cecil, he won't hurt anything," retorted Floyd as he circled the pickup with
the snake coiled around an arm. They continued this sort of exchange for sev-
eral minutes until Reed found a sack and deposited the snake in it and placed
his find in the pickup box. Cecil Yount with some trepidation relented and let
Reed ride back to town where he retrieved his newly acquired pet, put it in
the trunk of his car, and continued his journey. Herbert said he could "feel"
that snake in the trunk.all the way back to Denver. ‘
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The next week Floyd kept the office posted on his snake. First they tried
keeping it in a bathtub, but it escaped several times and they retrieved it,
using a wet towel. Finally the snake escaped and could not be found. That
evening as the Reeds were watching their favorite T.V. program, out came the
snake from under the T.V. set. Apparently as the set warmed up, the snake, be-
ing a cold blooded reptile, was forced out. Several weeks later, on a trip to
Colorado Springs, Floyd released the snake along the highway.

During his college days at the University of Nebraska, Reed was Middle-
weight Intercollegiate Wrestling Champion. It was no "grunt and groan' perfor-
mance so far as Floyd was concerned. He literally flew at his opponents and
bull-dogged them into quick and complete submission.

Capable of towering rage, Reed occasionally went on a rampage in the of-
fice. At such times, the staff scattered to storm shelters, except Bob
Gastineaux. Bob knew exactly how: to handle such situations. Whenever Reed got
into a lather, Bob, an assistant in the office, and at that time a bandy- legged
kid weighing perhaps 115 pounds, would take off his dark rimmed glasses and
with a wide grin challenge Reed, '"Do you want to wrestle?" The idea was so
preposterous Reed would stop in his tracks and laugh uproariously.

The man could be very pleasant socially. An accomplished story-teller -
not always ribald - and a loquacious quoter of Shakespeare, hewas the life of
any party. The tour with Reed was most interesting and informative and it was
pleasant except one night when he got on the subject of W. F. Callander, which
set him off on a long, bitter recitation, and it was 3 o'clock in the morning
before he finally knocked it off and went to sleep. Some years before, Callander
had transferred Reed from Kansas to Colorado much against Floyd's wishes and he
wasn't about to forget it.

Fred Beier, Western Regional Livestock Statistician, headquartered in
Denver, was driving west on one of his periodic appraisals of the livestock
situation and his invitation to ride along was accepted with alacrity. Fred
Beier was a rather small man with thinning gray hair, pleasant blue eyes and
a tanned, leathery face. He apparently knew every cow path and sheep trail in
the Far West and was an interesting conversationalist--when you could hear him.
He talked in a low, flat, companionable tone further muffled by an ever-present
pipe that he seemed to sort of swallow with the stem more in, than out, of his
mouth.

In Cheyenne, Wyoming they picked up George Knudsen who, it was generally
believed, was the only State Stat since 1914, when Estabrook reorganized the
Service and all such positions came under Civil Service, whose appointment
might have been influenced by political considerations. The fact that his
brother was a Congressman from Minnesota lent credence to the allegation. How-
ever, George had the basic qualifications for an Agricultural Statistician of
that period, was industrious, got along well with his peers and maintained good
relations with farmers and ranchers. When he retired, he said he expected to
apply his fondness for mechanical tinkering to the repair of children's tricyc-
les and such. The drive to Salt Lake City through the sprawling, lonely, sage-
brush carpeted, undulating terrain of southern Wyoming then down between the
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craggy walls of Weber's Canyon rampant with autumn hues of multi-colored shrubs
interspersed with the dark green of pine trees and the brilliant gold of quak-
ing aspens, into the Great Salt Lake Valley was, for a first-time tenderfoot,

a thrill a mile.

Regional Defense Conference, Salt Lake City, 1941

Secretary of Agriculture Claude L. Wickard, was holding a Regional Defense
Conference in Salt Lake City where he was vigorously pushing for expanded agri-
cultural production in accordance with the Production Goals for 1942 which he
had announced on September 8, 1941. 129/ Before leaving Washington, Brooks had
been urged to sit in on the Utah Conference. This idea was not relished as he
wanted to see some of the Utah sugarbeet areas, but decided to attempt to do
both. Mr. Frank Andrews, Statistician in Charge of the Utah-Nevada office,
carefully reviewed questions on the shipment, in earlier years, of sugarbeets
from adjoining states to the various sugarbeet factories. Census acreages were
available by states, and company records on tons of beets processed, but where
the beets came from was something of a mystery. Mr. Andrews' long experience
in the region helped clarify the situation. He loaned Brooks a Government car
and he took off on a one-day tour south to American Fork, Provo, and Spanish
Fork, feverishly looking at sugarbeet fields, irrigation systems, railroad .
loading equipment and the like. S. R. "Bert'" Newell, then Assistant Adminis-
trator of AMS, took him in tow at the conference and saw to it that he met some
interesting people and into some special sessions.

That night he attended a meeting of sugarbeet producers in the Blue Room
of the Newhouse Hotel. Westerners are noted for their blunt, outspoken frank-
ness and it didn't take long to make itself evident. After a brief, mild open-
ing statement by the Chairman, a big, raw-boned man got up and began to tell
the Secretary what was so. Secretary Wickard was sitting on the front row and
the irate speaker stood in front of the Secretary and glared down at him.

"Mr. Secretary,” he rasped, "the last Secretary of Agriculture
said that the sugarbeet industry is an un-economic industry and
ought to be wiped off the map of the United States. Now, Mr. Secre-
tary, we don't want to hear any nonsense like that from you!" Wickard
threw his head back and laughed uproariously, but made no comment
at the moment. The speaker continued in a less belligerent way.
When the Secretary got up to speak he said, in effect, "Gentlemen,

I did not come here to tell you what the sugarbeet program should
be. That is your job. You tell me what you think it should be
and I assure you your plans will be given consideration in Washing-
ton. When Congress approves and appropriates funds, the Department
will do everything it can to implement the program effectively and
fairly."”

129/ "A Century of Service", p. 281.
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Wickard was such a friendly, hearty soul, no one could stay angry with him
for long. The Westerners especially liked the fact that Secretary Wickard sat
on the platform all during the two day Conference and answered any questions
put to him and those too difficult or sensitive for his subordinates.

The Pacific Coast

After the Conference Brooks rode with Fred Beier and Richard C. Ross, SIC,
Idaho, to Boise. After a couple of days there Fred took him to Payette where
he caught a train for Portland, but about 90'clock that night at Le Grande,
Oregon, the trip was halted by a cave-in of a tunnel. After much conferring,
the train officials told the passengers they would be there all night, and
then taken over the Blue Mountains to Pendleton. The train turned around the
next day, as did the one coming east from Portland, and returned from whence
they came.

In Portland, Brooks had dinner with the Oregon Stat in Charge, N. I. Nielsen
and his family. 'Nicky" was U.S. Commissioner in Marseilles, France, and Agri-
cultural Attache in Paris for nine years, and came home with many beautiful
things for his house, a cellar full of choice France wines, and a flair for the
good life that made a visit to his home a thing to remember. During the even-
ing Raymond Vickery stopped by to say goodbye as he was leaving the Oregon State
Statistical Office for military service in World War II.

The sugarbeet acreage in Oregon was small with most of it located 425
miles east of Portland at Nyssa near the Idaho line, so Nick had arranged with
Dick Ross to handle the reports from his office in Boise only some 60 miles
from the Oregon sugarbeet producing area.

Wynne Holbrooke of the Seattle Office took Brooks on a tour of the sugar-
beet areas of the State of Washington. A year or two later Holbrooke transfer-
red to the Livestock Division in Washington, D.C. Wynne did not 1like the D.C.
area and when his mother died, he went home to Oregon to manage the family ten-
acre prune ranch. Before spraying his trees with DDT, a new product with which
he was not familiar, he smeared grease on his face and hands for protection.
The result was the opposite of what he expected. The grease absorbed the DDT
into his system, he became critically ill, his weight dropped to 75 pounds, and
he finally died.

California was a revelation and the gigantic Central Valley Irrigation Pro-
ject fascinating. George Scott, State Statistician for California, took Brooks
to San Francisco and surrounding areas to visit a number of people engaged in
the sugar industry, including J. E. Coke, Agricultural ‘'anager of the Spreckles
Sugar Company. At the Experiment Station at Davis, research was going on to
develop a sugarbeet ''puller and topper'" that, hopefully, would eliminate the
back-breaking, time consuming stoop-labor then required for harvesting sugar-
beets. Industry had contributed $90,000 for the research and were impatient
for results. As we watched late one evening an agricultural engineer drove a
horse drawn experimental contraption into the barn. He seemed discouraged at
the day's performance of the embryo harvester. The problem of how to pull a beet
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up from rough, uneven ground and cut off the leaves at the top all in one
mechanical motion was no easy problem. Persistence eventually paid off, how-
ever, as before long, efficient mechanical sugarbeet harvesters became common-
place farm equipment.

Another device being worked on was a nut cracker for shelling English
walnuts. The walnuts were guided by gravity into individual slots in an up-
right wheel which revolved over a saw that cut a small slice in the shell; a
shot of ordinary cooking gas was then quickly injected, followed by a blast of
hot flame shot at the walnut causing the gas to explode and blow the shell away
while the meat dropped straight down into a hopper. Commercial concerns said
the ingenious nut cracker was too slow, but Rupe Goldberg would have loved it.

The Southwest

The sugarbeet industry in Arizona and New Mexico was primarily a matter of
producing sugarbeet seed for farmers. This enterprise was a rather recent de-
velopment spurred by the loss of sugarbeet seed imports from Germany. Preston
Creer, State Statistician for Arizona, and Fred Daniels who held a similar
position for New Mexico, took Brooks to the sugarbeet areas in their respective
states, and to plants where the seed was threshed. Production of sugarbeet
seed involved letting the beets grow one season, digging them up and burying
them in a trench silo over the winter, then letting them ''grow out' and go to
seed the next season. Although this was a long and laborious process it was
considered preferable to depending on obtaining sugarbeet seed from Germany as
was done prior to World War I. With Hitler on the march in Europe the Depart-
ment was hurriedly expanding experiments in sugarbeet seed production in even
such unlikely places as southern Virginia.

This long trip to Western States, and the similar tour of the South made
the previous summer with Jack Hicks, proved to be invaluable a year or so later
when Brooks had to plan and direct farm employment and wage surveys in both of
these regions and in specialized crop areas throughout the country. Seeing
the topography, observing production, harvesting, and processing methods, get-
ting acquainted with State office staffs and procedures; with trade and univer-
sity people; and keeping voluminous detailed field notes all combined to make
later survey activities much more effective than they otherwise would have
been. Agricultural statisticians from the five other Branches, -- Field Crops;
Fruit and Vegetables; Livestock and Poultry; Agricultural Prices; and Dairy --
made similar trips visiting state offices, research laboratories, college offi-
cials, farms and processing plants. It was the only way to keep up with the
rapidly changing agricultural situation. Congress stipulated long ago that the
Crop Reporting Board include field statisticians in its deliberations to assure
that the Crop Reports would not become the stereotyped product of desk-bound
bureaucrats. Such meaningful field travel of Washington staff members to the
field accomplishes the same purpose, that of creating a corps of statisticians
that is fully knowledgeable concerning the commodities being dealt with in their
reports.
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THE MAKING OF A SAMPLE SURVEY

The pinnacle of responsibility for statistical activity in the Federal
Government resided in the Executive Office of the President, specifically on
the Director of Statistical Standards, Bureau of the Budget. 130/ The Director
and his staff had the difficult task of seeing to it that all statistical work
done in the vast Federal establishment was: (a) needed, (b) non-duplicating
and (c) data collected, processed, and analyzed efficiently. As a practical
matter, this meant that any of the 2 1/2 million Federal employees who wished
to make a survey with money appropriated by Congress which involved contacting
nine or more people had to have their project approved by the Office of Sta-
tistical Standards. An impossible assignment one would think, but actually
the thing was done quite effectively. The procedure was like this. A few
staff people of the Division of Statistical Standards were responsible for
keeping tabs on each Federal Department -- Commerce, Defense, Agriculture, etc.
Each of these Departments had a man or two designated as the contact with the
Budget Bureau to clear all surveys proposed by anyone in the Department.

To illustrate, if the Statistician in Charge of one of our Ag Estimate
State offices, say Colorado, wanted to make a survey, he submitted a statement
to the Washington, D.C. office detailing what he wanted to do, how he planned
to do it, and why. This statement was reviewed by Ag. Estimates and when con-
sidered acceptable and ready, was submitted to the Department's Clearance
Officer.

When he was satisfied about the worthwhileness of the project and sound-
ness of procedures, he forwarded it to his alter ego at the Budget Bureau.
After a preliminary review the person might decide that two or more other De-
partments might be involved and arranged a conference where all concerned made
a critical review of the various aspects of the proposed project. This includ-
ed consideration of the sampling plan, the appropriateness of questions, format
of schedules, and operating forms, soundness of tabulation and analysis plans,
whether duplication with work being done in another Federal agency was involved,
and the impact on respondents. If finally approved the survey was assigned a
Budget Bureau number and termination data both of which had to be clearly shown
on the survey materials.

Obviously, this was a slow and sometimes frustrating procedure, and much
energy was spent stewing about delays, but the clearance procedure served a
good purpose because in the end, you got a better product. A curious aspect
of the activity was that none of the Statistical Standards staff that worked
on agricultural surveys had ever had the practical experience of personally
planning and operating a survey from egg to earth. Perhaps this lack of prac-
tical experience in the field was good as otherwise it might have tended to
inhibit questioning and probing.

The Clearance Officer for the Department of Agriculture, that is, the man
who reviewed every proposed survey, sample, questionnaire, field operation and

130/ Later Division of Statistical Policy, Office of Budget and Management.
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analytical procedure and, when satisfied with their soundness, presented them
to the Budget Bureau for approval, was J. Richard Grant. He was always in the
middle between impatient people anxious to get on with their survey, and the
deliberate Budget Bureau staff intent on making sure the proposal was proper
and feasible. Dick Grant had been part of the research staff at Iowa State
College that worked on drawing the Master Sample, and was tapped by 0.V. Wells,
Chief of BAE, to be the first Clearance Officer for the Department, because it
was believed he had the mental capacity and temperament for such an assignment
and, in particular, could handle the fulminations of that big, red headed, good
hearted, but hard probing representative of the Budget Bureau, Ole Negaard.

For thirty years, Dick performed the job with an ease, grace, and humor not
soon to be matched. He and Ole continued as good friends although they sparred
daily.

PERIODIC CENSUS VS CURRENT AGRICULTURAL SURVEYS

Agricultural statistics are collected primarily by two major agencies, the
Census Bureau in the Department of Commerce and the Statistical Reporting Ser-
vice in the Department of Agriculture, each headed by a Secretary who is a
member of the President's Cabinet.

Each decade from 1840 to 1920 and every five years since then, the Bureau
of the Census has undertaken to collect information on a mandatory basis from
every farmer in the United States —-- some three million of them in 1960. A
total of approximately 300 questions were asked about crops, livestock, income,
farm employment and the like with the questions limited to those applicable in
each State. About a month was required to collect the data, two years to tab-
ulate, summarize and publish the results, and something like 25 million dollars
to pay for the overall project. The Census tabulations were invaluable as
benchmarks and to provide data for local areas, but too delayed to be of signi-
ficance in appraising current conditions. For this, sample surveys that can
collect data quickly and be used in publishing timely forecasts and estimates
are essential. This latter function has been performed by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture since it was founded in 1862.

It is not argued that this separation of such closely related activities
as an agricultural census and a current agricultural statistics program is nec-
essarily desirable. It has simply been that way for over a hundred years.

The agency in the Department of Agriculture responsible for current statis-
tical reports has had various titles during the past century, but during the
period 1933 to 1961 it was labelled successively as the Division of Crop and
Livestock Estimates (1933-39); Division of Agricultural Statistics (1939-53);
and the Agricultural Estimates Division (1953-61). It had, during the 1950's,
about 600 full time permanent employees, approximately 150 in Washington and
450 in 43 offices servicing the then 48 states with offices added for Hawaii
in 1955 and for Alaska in 1960. These were all Civil Service employees respon-
sible in a straight-line chain of command to the Administrator of the Service.
This direct line of responsibility is essential if due dates for the 700 reports
released each year at the headquarters office in Washington are to be met with
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precision. Most state offices, in addition to their Federal staff, also had

a contingent of state employees who worked under the direction of the Stat-in-
Charge and provided data needed by the State but not required by the National
program.

Most of the information on which these reports were based was obtained by
mail from a sample of farmers who voluntarily filled them out and returned
them to the State Offices. There they were edited, tabulated, summarized, an-
alyzed and estimates made that were submitted to Washington for final review
and the preparation and release of official reports. In the course of a year,
some ten million questionnaires were mailed out, and about three million re-
turned for use. The mail survey is a quick and relatively inexpensive method
of collecting data, but it has two basic weaknesses. The list from which the
mailing is made is never complete -- therefore, biased. Secondly, the returns
are not representative of all those being surveyed -- again a built-in bias.
By long experience and much study, methods have been developed -- largely re-
gression charts -- to utilize the biased data to make forecasts and estimates
that are generally serviceably accurate.

To meet the growing demands for timely, accurate, and comprehensive statis-
tics, it has been necessary to develop more sophisticated data collection, pro-
cessing, analysis and transmission systems. The development of probability
area sampling -- drawing samples of small land areas and collecting data asso-
ciated with them -- has been a major effort in recent years. These so-called
Enumerative Sufveys were made in June and December to sharpen the reliability
of agricultural estimates and to provide factual information, such as farm
employment, not obtainable satisfactorily by other means.

The use of large scale objective measurement surveys on a scientific basis
were also a relatively recent development. For these surveys, a sample of corn,
soybean, cotton, or wheat fields were selected from those identified by the
June or December Enumerative Surveys. Next, actual counts and measurements
were made throughout the growing season of factors believed to be critical in
developing the yield per acre of the crop --number and size of cotton bolls,
number and length of ears of corn, and so on. These objective counts and
measurements were used in complex formulas to estimate prospective yields per
acre. Objective surveys were also made to obtain data on growth factors of
oranges, peaches, walnuts, grapes, filberts and cherries. Probability mail
surveys were tried that appeared to offer much promise for strengthening this
useful tool.

Automatic data processing made giant strides after World War II and made
possible rapid handling of masses of data that are manuevered through a maze
of complex computations to provide estimates that are statistically pure.

In 1941 the Crop Reporting Service was, from a technological standpoint,
still in a backward, low geared, awkward stage of development. By 1961 it had
gained the experience and carried out the necessary technical and operational
research in breadth and depth to establish the foundation for creation of the
highly scientific and sophisticated Statistical Reporting Service of 1976. The
SRS is recognized at home and abroad as the world's largest, most comprehensive
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and efficient statistical organization devoted to providing current statistics
on all phases of agriculture. The ultimate accolade is reported to have been
pronounced at a meeting in November, 1971, of the Advisory Committee by Julius
Shiskin, Director, Division of Statistical Standards, Bureau of the Budget.
Mr. Shiskin was presenting the case for creation of a central statistical or-
ganization, as proposed by President Nixon, that would combine the Census
Bureau of the Department of Commerce, the Statistical Reporting Service of the
Department of Agriculture, the Bureau of Labor Statistics from the Department
of Labor, and a few minor statistical offices into one huge statistical com-
plex. When it was argued that the SRS should stay where it was in order to
better serve agriculture, Mr. Shiskin is said to have rebuttaled that the ex-
pertise of SRS should be dispersed as it was needed to strengthen the other
agencies! It should not be thought that because of its eminent degree of soph-
istication, SRS has abandoned all the old ways and lost its willingness to
utilize homely methods when they best serve the purpose. After all, it still
uses grave-diggers in Wisconsin to provide information on the depth the ground
is frozen, for a report that is widely read by construction engineers, utility
companies and others laying pipe, digging foundations, or building roads.

RESEARCH ON FARM LABOR SURVEYS, 1941

Throughout 1941 Congress became increasingly aware of the need for more
adequate statistics concerning the farm labor situation.

The BAE in response to a request from Secretary Wickard, established an
Interagency Planning Committee on Farm Labor with these members: Raymond C.
Smith, BAE, Chairman; H. B. Boyd, AAA; S. R. Newell, AMS; Roger F. Hale, AMS
(alternate); W. T. Ham, BAE; Arthur W. Stuart, BAE (alternate); P. V. Kepner,
Extension Service; George S. Mitchell, FSA; James G. Maddox, FSA (alternate);
W. J. Rogers, OADR; Otis B. Mulliken, OADR (alternate); Samuel B. Bledsoe,
Office of the Secretary; and Roy F. Hendrickson, SMA. 130A/

Since the re-organization of 1939, the Crop Reporting Service had been a
part of the AMS (Agricultural Marketing Service) under the name '"The Division
of Agricultural Statistics." An announcement in the AMS house organ for Dec-
ember, 1941, stated, "The new Agricultural Statistics Division has under taken
the collection of data under the expanded program. Already six regional con-
ferences for statisticians have been held to discuss plans and operational
procedures ,———-— Farm Labor information will be collected through mailed question-
naires, as well as by paid enumerators in the intensive fruit, vegetable, sugar-
beet and cane areas. The first questionnaire will probably go out on January 1.
(1942) Meanwhile, experimental work is being done to test the schedules.,-----
Publication of a monthly report of the farm labor situation is anticipated.
This report will deal with such matters as changes in the labor market in rela-
tion to changes in wage rates, and factors affecting the supply of farm labor
and the demand for it.'" Earlier in the year Callander had designated Roger F.
Hale, Chief, Agricultural Prices and Farm Labor Section, to spearhead preliminary

130A/ BAE News, December 1941, SRS files.
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research on methods of collecting additional farm labor data, aided by that
talented pair Glenn D. Simpson and T. C. M. Robinson.

On October 25, 1941, Callander, in a letter to S. R. Bryan, SIC, Arkansas,
stated: "Somewhat more than $200,000 will be available within a few days to
start a farm labor reporting service in the U.S." President Roosevelt had just
signed a bill under which these funds would be made available.

And then came Pearl Harbor.

THE IRON WHEEL TURNS, 1942

The 15th of January, 1942 was one of those days when the Iron Wheel, that
changes the course of a person's life, made its move. About three o'clock that
afternoon Brooks was at his desk working on a tobacco estimating problem when
Mr. Callander's secretary, Zella Murry, stuck her head in the door and said
that the boss wanted to see him. Callander's office was right across the hall,
and as Brooks walked in the door he was pacing up and down and without any pre-
liminaries, said, '"Brooks, can you leave town tonight?" The response was 'Yes,
I guess so, where am I going, and what am I going to do?" Callander replied,
"You are going down to Texas and help set up an enumerative survey on farm
labor." Brooks replied, "Mr. Callander, I don't know anything about enumera-
tive surveys, nor farm labor, either.'" Callander smiled fleetingly and said,
"You can read about them on the train going down to Texas.'" That was the end
of Brooks' career as a tobacco and sugar statistician. He was now locked into
an entirely new career. What had happened, of course, was that following Pearl
Harbor, Glenn Simpson and Tom Robinson would soon be in the Army and someone had
to take over for them in planning and conducting farm labor surveys.

A little later that afternoon, Mr. Callander said, "Emerson, I've changed

my mind about you. I want you to go not only to Texas, but also on to Arizona,
California, Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Colorado.'" Brooks asked, "When will
I get back?" He replied, 'Oh, sometime this spring.'" With that Brooks said,

"Mr. Callander, in that case I want to drive my family to Iowa and leave them
there, and go on to Texas on the train." Callander replied, "I don't care what
you do, just as long as you are down in Texas Monday.'" Actually, Brooks arrived
in Texas Monday evening about six o'clock, just in time to have dinner with
Virgil Childs, Glenn Simpson, Joe Motheral and others that had been spending a
few days in the Lower Valley of Texas studying some of the problems involved

in making enumerative surveys of farm workers.

DETERMINATION OF A FARM HEADQUARTERS

The decision had been made to use a probability area sample for the pur-
posed farm labor surveys, but the problem, or one of the main problems, was how
to associate farms with a specific area of land. If the sample included all
the farms with any land inside the segment, too many large farms would be pick-
ed up. On the other hand, if only farms with all their land inside the segment
were made a part of the sample, small farms would have an advantage, the sample
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would be distorted and not representative of all farms.

This problem was studied in Texas and at great length in California, where
Brooks joined Arnold King and Ray Jessen of the Statistical Laboratory of Iowa
State College, Ames, Iowa. The three spent a month probing this problem under
the heterogeneous conditions that existed in the vast, varied, and complex ag-
riculture of California. One approach would be to include farms if the farm
operator lived inside the segment, but this meant that farms where the opera-
tor did not live on the farm would not be included. The researchers were told
that probably 15 percent of the farms in California had such non-resident oper-
ators - too many to be ignored.

After much discussion, it was agreed that a "headquarters'" would be deter-
mined for each farm and if it was inside the sample area an interview would be
obtained for the farm. This meant that farms with resident operators would be
included. Secondly, if the operator did not live on the farm, but there was a
house on the farm, that house became the farm headquarters and the farm would
be enumerated. Third, if there was no house, but buildings on the farm, an
interview would be obtained. If there were two or more dwellings on the farm,
the dwelling of the greatest value would be the headquarters. If there were
two or more buildings, the one having the greatest value would be considered
the headquarters. If there were no buildings on the farm, the headquarters
would be the main entrance.

This procedure narrowed the problem down considerably, but there still re-
mained the situation where there was no house on the farm, no buildings on the
farm, and the main entrance could not be determined, not an unusual situation
in parts of California and presumedly elsewhere, especially in the West.

One evening Arnold King came back to the office from an afternoon spent at
the AAA office considering what he called "farmettes'" as a solution, and again
went over the problem of non-resident farms where there was no main entrance.
It finally came through that all that was actually needed was one identifiable
point that could be designated on the farm and if that point was inside the
segment you would get an interview, and if it wasn't, you would not. Brooks
suggested to King that the northwest corner of the farm be designated as '"head-
quarters'" in such a situation, and if the Northwest corner of the farm was in
the segment, you would get an interview, if it was outside the segment, you
would not. This tactic appeared to be satisfactory, and became a standard part
of the farm identification procedure. Sometimes even a blind pig finds an acorn.

The "farm headquarters" concept stimulated a host of questions in the ac-
tive and skeptical minds of statisticians attending training schools and inspired
an urgent desire on their part to test its validity. A few examples will indi-
cate the point.

QUESTION: Suppose the farm is in several different tracts, where
is the main entrance? '

ANSWER : The main entrance on the .tract of greatest value becomes
the "headquarters" for the entire farm.
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QUESTION: If the farm is in the shape of a circle, where 1is
the "northwest corner?"

ANSWER : The instructions are to determine the northern most
point then go west as far as possible. If the farm
is in a circle the "northwest corner" would be the
point furthest north as it would not be possible to
go west from that point on the farm.

QUESTION: What is the farm headquarters of a sheep operation
consisting only of a herder moving across the country
with his camp wagon and band of 1,200 sheep?

ANSWER : The herder's camp wagon becomes the headquarters and
if it is inside the segment when the interviewer gets
there, he completes a questionnaire. If it is outside
the segment at that time, no questionnaire is obtained.

Later when segments were delineated in towns and cities, the operators'
residence served as the farm "headquarters'" and it was no longer necessary to
use the other categories.

When explaining the "headquarters'" concept at numerous training sessions,
one was always reminded of the incident during the Civil War when "Fighting
Joe" Hooker was put in command of the Union Army. His predecessor had been
criticized for lolling around headquarters rather than being with his troops
in the field. "Fighting Joe'" declared that "his headquarters would be in the
saddle." Critics retorted that the poor guy didn't know his headquarters from
his hindquarters!

Arnold J. King and Raymond Jessen were both outstanding young men. Arnold
was the son of a prominent sheepman in Wyoming, graduated from the University
and had been in charge of the Ag. Estimates office in Cheyenne, Wyoming and
also for South Dakota for a time prior to transferring to the Statistical Labor-
atory at Ames. He was not highly trained in mathematics and statistics but he
hada lot of common sense, had been exposed to the ideas of sampling experts at
the University, and had worked on numerous surveys. Later he established
National Analysts, a subsidiary of the Curtis Publishing Company, which made
sample surveys for commercial concerns. Ray Jessen was a very highly rated
student under Professor George Snedecor at Iowa State where he received his
PHD degree in statistics and later taught at UCLA and other institutiomns.

One day in Sacramento Arnold said, "I won't join you at noon today, I'm
going to have lunch with my sister-in-law." Well, that seemed reasonable, but
a few days later, someone had to go to Salt Lake City to get a Government car
and bring it back to California for use on the research project. Arnold said
that if neither Ray nor Brooks especially wanted to go, he would like to make
the trip as he had a sister-in-law in Salt Lake City. They looked a little
surprised, but said nothing. A week or so later, Arnold said he was going to
San Francisco for the weekend, as he had a sister-in-law in San Francisco. Well,
this was a little much, and curiosity was aroused. Later during a stop-over
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at Ames on the way back to Washington, it came out in a conversation with
Arnold's wife, Mary, that she had several sisters and really did have a sister
in Salt Lake City, in Sacramento, and in San Franc1sco, plus other places the
 researchers had not visited!

After Sacramento a few days were spent in Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and
Colorado exploring problems involved in associating farms to sample segments
in these states. At Ames, the proposed procedure was explained to Professor
George Snedecor, founder and Director of the Statistical Laboratory and noted
author, who readily agreed that if Ray Jessen thought it was all right, he was
sure it was.

AG ESTIMATES GOES TO WAR

To obtain an idea of the participation of Ag Estimates people in World
War II and some flavor of what it was like on military duty during that con-
flict the following accounts are given from the BAE News of September 1944, and
March and November 1945,
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LIST OF SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN « SEPTEMBER 1944
WRITE THE BOYS AND GIRLS IN SERVICE!

NAME

Guellow, Creighton N.

Harrell, George F.

Robinson, Thomas C.M.

Gastineau, Robert L.
Simpson, Glenn D.
Stuart, T. L.
Taylor, Frank M.
Herman, William E.
Doyle, T. Roy

Thompson, Virginia H.

Wattenberger, Elmer
Ewert, Douglas T.
Timmons, Herbert D.
Fryar, Paunnette

Taylor, Henry M.
Frost, Oakley M.
Graham, Francis J.
Harvey, George R.
Overton, Robert S.
White, Clarence E.
Casey, Glenn E.
Finkner, Alva L.
Handy, Russell P. °
Hannawald, Emmett B.
Henderson, W. Ward
Hoffman, Lester J.
Koepper, James M.
Koop, Arthur E.
Maloney, Clifford J.
McCammon, Rodney K.
McCarty, Dale E.
Mullen, Joe
Prindle, Harold F.
Vicery, Raymond E.
Fieri, Mario P.
Bokina, Carl J.

REMEMBER!

THEY WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU

LOCATION

Ag Stat, D.C.
Ag Stat, D.C.
Ag Stat, D.C.
Tech Asst, D.C.
Ag Stat, D.C.
Ag Stat, D.C.
Ag Stat; D.C.
Ag Stat, Baton Rouge, La.
Clerk, D.C.

Clk Steno, D.C.
Clerk, D.C.
Operator, D.C.
Operator, D.C.
Messenger, D.C.

Ag Stat, Richmond, Va.

Ag Stat, Charleston, W.Va.
Ag Stat, Madison, Wisconsin
Ag Stat, Seattle, Wash.

Ag Stat, Des Moines, Iowa
Ag Stat, Springfield, I1linois
Ag Stat, Seattle, Wash.

Ag Stat, Raleigh, N.C.

Ag Stat, Trenton, N.J.

Ag Stat, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Ag Stat, Albany, N.Y.

Ag Stat, Cheyenne, Wyoming
Ag Stat, Montgomery, Alabama
Ag Stat, Austin, Texas

Ag Stat, Chicago, I1linois
Ag Stat, Topeka, Kansas

Ag Stat, Lincoln, Nebraska
Ag Stat, Sacramento, Calif.
Ag Stat, Portland, Oregon
Ag Stat, Portland, Oregon
Ag Stat, Boston, Mass.

Ag Stat, Boston, Mass.
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Navy
Army
Army
Navy
Marines
Army
Merch.Marine
Army
Army
WACS
Army Air
Navy
Army
Army

Army
Navy
Navy
Navy
Navy
Army
Navy
Army
Army
Army
Navy
Army
Navy
Army
Army
Navy
Navy
Army
Army
Army
Army
Army Air Corps



Page 2 LIST OF SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN - Continued

NAME

Hamilton, Richard A.
Harmston, Floyd K.
Herman, Joe D.
Legg, Sidney B.
Light, Robert C.
Orvold, Lennard W.
Peterson, Byron
Schutz, Robert R.
Shaw, Herbert O.
Smith, Norman L.
Swanson, Glenn A.
Swedberg, James H.
Woodrow, Wilson R.
Woods, Charles K.
Powell, Phillip
Roberge, A. Robert
Bruhn, Wilbert C.
Carlson, Erling C.
Clay, Marion J.
Clugston, John A.
Disbrow, Jean
Druffel, Elain D.
Mack, Alice
Miklos, Julia
Reagan, Michael B.

Rucker, Marguerite L.

Russel, John R.
Schmidt, James E.
Webster, Fred S.
West, Harold C.
Durand, Jane L.
Graham, Wendell
Hale, Lloyd D.
Northrup, John W.
Reeves, Percy G.
Young, Walker J.
Dodson, Joseph C.
Kirkbride, John W.
Mason, David D.
Monroe, Robert J.
Shinn, Lloyd B.
Wesson, William T.

LOCATION

Ag Stat, Des Moines, Iowa

Ag Stat, Salt Lake City, Utah
Ag Stat, Las Cruces, N. M,

Ag Stat, Columbus, Ohio

Ag Stat, Columbia, S.C.

Ag Stat, College Park, Maryland
Ag Stat, St. Paul, Minnesota

Ag Stat, Sacramento, Calif.

Ag Stat, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Ag Stat, Springfield, I1linois
Ag Stat, Lansing, Michigan
Ag Stat, Boston, Mass

Ag Stat, Columbia, Missouri
Ag Stat, Lansing, Michigan
Clerk, Gulfport, Mississippi
Asst Clk, Chicago, I1linois
Clerk, Austin, Texas

Clerk, St. Paul, Minnesota
Clerk, Raleigh, N.C.
Operator, Trenton, N.J.

Stat Clk, Lansing, Michigan
Mach Oper, Boise, Idaho

Clk Steno, Lincoln, Nebraska
Clerk, Columbus, Ohio .
Clerk, Baton Rouge, La.

Mach Oper, Oklahoma City, Okla.
Mach Oper, Helena, Montana
Mach Oper, Boston, Mass.

Clk Typist, Austin, Texas
Clerk, Little Rock, Arkansas
Mach Oper, Denver, Colorado
U.C. Typist, Columbia, S.C.
Clerk, Montgomery, Alabama
Under Oper, Orlando, Florida
Clk Typist, Columbia, S.C.
Mach Oper, Little Rock, Ark.
Agent (Stat), Ames, Iowa
Agent (Stat), Topeka, Kansas
Agent Sc. Aid, Raleigh, N.C.
Agent (Stat), Raleigh, N.C.

Agent (Stat), Sacramento, Calif.

Agent (Stat), Raleigh, N.C.
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Navy
Army
Army
Navy
Army
Army
Army
Navy
Army
Army
Navy
Army
Army
Army
Army
Army
Army
Army
Army
Army
WAVES
WACS
WAVES
WAVES
Army
SPARS
Army
Army
Army
Army
WAVES
Army
Navy
. Army
Pilot Tr.
Coast Guard
Army
Army
Army
Army

Army Air Corps

Army
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WE GO TO PRESS AGAIN!

The editors charged with the responsibility of preparing this issue of
Agstat Notes apologize for the lapse of time between issues; but not without
excuses. Breathes there a statistician who never to himself has said, "I'm
not sure - but I believe I'm being overworked." iWell, maybe Kimball wouldn't
put it that mild. No one needs to be reminded what anyone is doing between
September and March of any year. They tell us this period used to be an off--
season. Oh! for the good old days! Besides, follow1ng Diamond's precedent
in quality on a job like this is & tough assignment snd confess, we must,
that the little demons whose advice is always forthcoming and sometimes
sought, actually suggested that it would be a wonderful idea to postpone the
issue until Diamond is called in on the Board again. But good idea or not,
the pressure for another issue increases each day. Material has piled up,
requests are pouring in; so, quality to the winds, here .it is! Our. only hope
is that it will reach all of you, wherever you are, and that it will bring
you news, a smile or two, and the feeling that we on the job front are think-
ing about you on the fighting front, wishing you success in your missioms,
praying for victory soon, and waiting for you to come back home.

As nearly as we can find out, most of the men and women in the Armed
Services have received a copy of the September issue of hAgstat Notes. Ve
sincerely hope so, anyway, and trust that this issue will reach each and
everyone. It was heartening to note that the first issue was so well re-
ceived judging from letters from the front. We hope this issue will be
equally well received. '

Again we ask the State Statisticien to see that & copy of this
issue reaches those who entered the Services from his office,
and to send the issue by first class mail.

Many interesting letters have been received from points scetiered all
over the Globe. Excerpts of high lights from these letters are contained in
these notes. Limitations prevent the reproduction in whole of all of them,
which is sincerely regretted, for they are good reading and very interesting.
Along with same of the letters come snapshots or photographs.
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It is no overstatement to mention that we lack facilities for their re-
production. Nevertheless, it's an enjoyable interlude in the daily grind to
have an opportunity to look at thesc pictures, recount past plcasurable associ-
‘ations end look to the future.

Let everyone continue to send in items of news and interest about the men
and women in the Armed Services. Letters from those in the Services are appre-
ciated, and we will try to pass .on the news through future issues of AGSTAT
NOTES spaced not so far apart. The Division is particularly interested in know-
ing whether the September issue reached everyone. Let someone know who will
‘pass the word along and keep us posted on your whereabouts.

We want to express owr appreciation for the information sent in by the
various field offices and for the generous assistance of Ann Swetman, Helen
Jordan, Ruth White and others who prepared the copy. Many thanks are due ,
Charley Burkhead for his contributlon, "News From the Garden Front," and other
helpful suggestions, and to the meny others who furnished the news in this
issue., We trust you get as blg a "kick" out of reading it as we did in pre-
paring it.

The Editors,
A. V. Nordquist
H. R 'i.'allcer '

A MESSAGE-FROY¥ THE CHIEF

Most of you who have written in since ‘entering the Armed Services have
indicated that you still heve a warm spet in your hearts for the Division and
that you are very anxious to get back on the job. Bélieve us, we are just as-
anxious to see all of you back. You are assured the jobs you left are here,
awaiting your return. It is impossible, of course, to foretell just what
bright prospects the future may hold for the¢ Division's work, a&s you may well
realize, but in new ideas and techniques we are prepared to travel a long way
as the demends provide the means for morc and better data and informotion.

Of interest to you, no doubt, will be the fect that the few who have already
returned from military furlough hove been quickly fitted back into plsce.
At present our knuckles are belng skinned scraping the bottom of the ‘man
power barrel.

Many of you have written me personal letters, but due to the pressure
of Division work I have not been able to reply. 1 knew, however, that the
Agstat Notes would soon be forthcoming giving you much more information then
e personal message from me would contain. IHay I take this opportunity to
wish you all good luck, Godspeed, and a quick and safe journey back. JI([/ .
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MORE SHIFTS IN FIELD FORMATIONS

After executing that incomparable play involving six successive moves, the
coach relaxed and concentrated more on single "bucks", Heving demonstrated to
his own and everyone else's satisfaction that a sextuple reverse could be per-
formed, Koenig seoms to be content for the moment to move in single, double or
triple jumps, but no one can foretell whether he intends to let the rccord stand.
Since the last issue twelve transfers have been executed - four of them involving
moves to Washington, D. C. Here are the field plays. Get out the map in the
September issue and follow them through.

Player Date From To Grade
————— —
E. V. Jones Aug. 31, 1944 So.Dakota Arizona P-4
G. D. Collins Oct. 1, 1944 No.Caroline Tennessee F-3
W. D. Bormuth Oct. 1, 1944 Chicego, I1l. Wash.,D. C. P-5
Samuel Gilbert Oct. 1, 1944 Wisconsin So. Dukota P-5
C. J. Heltemes Nov. 1, 1944 Washington, D. C. Chicago, Ill. P-5
Geo. B. Strong Nov. 1, 1944 Tennessee Weshington, D.C. P-4
P. J. Creer Nov. 1, 1944 Arizona Uteh P-4
J. R. Grant, Jr. Dec. 16, 1944 Ames, Iown Wash., D. C.
- (Off. of Chief) P-4
C. D. Caparoon Jan. 16, 1945 Washington, D.C. Wisconsin P-4
L. H. Wiland Jan. 16, 1945 Pennsylvania Arkansas P-4
- W. F. Callander Jan. 15, 1945 Florida Wash.,D.C.(Census)P-7
W. D. Blachly Jan. 16, 1945 Arkonsas West Virginia P-4

Sam Gilbert took over Jones' job in South Dakota, bringing along his ole!
doubul barrul. First order of business was to find out how many ring-neck
pheasants ace-shot Jones left in the State. {(Rumor has it Jones shipped his
furniturc to Arizona in a refrigerator car.) So Sam sent out a schedule on
pheasants and the results were gratifying to all loyal nimrods in the Stote.
We won't tell how many pheasants Sem estimated. Nobody believes it, not even
Sam ¢

Spuds have been orphans, more or less, ever since Harry Henderson was in-
spired to became a scribe. Last November, George Strong took hold of the vines
as commodity specialist and the crop really has a home now. Just in time, too,
as potetoes carry e big war interest, and monthly stocks estimctes have becn
incugurated for administrative use. G. D. Collins reported to Marsh to take
over Strong's spot in the Tennessee office.

- W. D. Blachly moved from Arkansas to take charge of West Virginia, vacated
when Oakley Frost went into the Navy. L. H. Wiland followed Blachly in Arkanses,
leaving on opening in the Pennsylvania office.

When Gilbert left for South Donkota, Caparoon shook thet unutterable title,
Assistent (1COMODCOQACOSSAA) for agricultural statisticisn - a little better,
anyway - and joined the staff of the Wisconsin office. Dick Grant left the Ames
Labaratory to take over “Cap's" duties and title in Dr. Taeuber's office.

W. D. Bormuth came to Washington to take charge of the Processed Dairy

Products Unit in the Dairy Section. C. J. Heltemes went to Chicago to take
charge of the Chicago deairy office.
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Cellander blew hot and cold on the Census job a dozen times before he made
up his mind to pull stakes in Florida. Tovmsend is in charge of the Florida
office,

NEW RECRUITS IN THE SERVICE

The turnover of personnel continues at a rapid rate. Since the last issue
of Agstat Notes, eight field statisticiens have tendered their resignations and
Bob McCauley, North Dakota, went into the Army, Most of these men had been in
the service a relatively short time and may not be known to the readers. As a
matter of fact, six of them were on the "rookie" list of the September issue, as
follows: Ross, Kentucky; Baroldsen, Oregon; Murphy, Keansas; Guin, Algbems;
and Cunningham, Oklahoma. Wilmot Hill, Livestock Statisticien in Texas, resigned
to go into private business. Manfred Lowe, Michigan truck crop statistician, wes
the latest resignation. In addition, Ira Wissinger end Jack Hicks have been de-
tailed to the Bureau of the Census. To offset, the Division acquired 4 new
recruits and Frank Taylor returned from military service to the truck crop section.
Frank is temporarily ass:xgned to the Kansas office easing the man power shortage
out there. Also, Lloyd D. Hale returned from mlitary furlough to the clerical
force in the Alabama office.

The new'"rookied' are as follows with grade, date of appointment and State to
which sent.

W. T. Federer P-3 November 13, 1944 Ames, Iowa
0. V. Grenier P-2 November 21, 1944 North Dakote
C. H. Geist pP-2 March 1, 1945 Washington
Roy D. Bass P-2 March 1, 1945 Louisiana

WHAT'S COOKIN' ?

Reminiscent of thé old "Corn-hog Days" the program of the Bureau-wide Farm
Wage Rate Survey slid into high gear with a series of ares meetings at Montgomery,
Philadelphia, Chicago, Denver and Los Angeles. Meamnwhile, & group of field
statisticians, assigned from several different States were testing the enumeration
in Florida with some moving on to other States. * » * Crop Insurance is back,
too, with new and greater demands for county estimates. The newest addition to
the work performed for FCIC is flaxseed. Meantime, Crop Insurance is experiment-
ing with tobacco, apples. * * *

Vlith an eye toward streamlining Board procedures, Koenig appointed a com-
mittee composed of C. E. Burkheed, Chairmen, E. M. Brooks, A. V. Nordquist,
H. L. Rasor and R. Royston to study recommended changes on record from field and
Washington personnel. Committee came¢ up with some plans for changes that look
promising. ¥ * *

I1f present plans materialize the new Board procedure for monthly reports on
the speculative and non-speculative crops will become a reelity this seadon.
Outstanding features of the new setup are: One State review, two pink slips, the
Statist's recommendation is the Board estimate unless changed in State or
Commodity review, and the work in the computing unit proceeds simultaneously with
the State Review. * * » Livestock interests in the Division are primed to re-
lease a Livestock, Dairy and Poultry Production report each month. The report
may be inaugurated this secason with an issue released zbout the 12th of the month
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covering milk and egg production, and including other livestock reports in months
when made. * ¥ * On the side, acreage and yield work sheets are being subjected
to careful study by a sub-committee of staff members chairmaned by Peters.

Board procedures on acreage estimates are being reviewed with an eye toward
"streemlination". #* * * Working smoothly, as though from long usage, & stream-
lined plan for acreage review was tried out on the March Intentions Survey. Not
even one crack of Simon Legree Pallesen's whip was necessary as the one State
review and the thorough commodity reviews were completed well before the hour ‘set
in'advance. By entering the Statists' recommendation on.the computation sheets,
the computing section was able to prepare the sheets for commodity review by the
time the State review was completed. * * * Not letting any blades of grass grow
up between their toes, Palmer and Schlotzhauer developed e citrus work sheet
vhich is a humdinger. Now they are toying with one for the deciduous fruits.
Rumor has it that the fruit people want to divorce par. * * * That elusive set
of estimates of actual numbers of cattle on feed January 1, which reposed in the
files since 1942 for want of a sponsor finally made its debut. The January 1945
Cattle on Feed Report showed estimates by States (Corn Belt and Western) begin-
ning with 1930. Interest in market supplies of cattle has been acute. = * *
Negotiations are under way for transferring to the Division from the Census the
job of determining estimates of stock of wheat in merchant mills. * = #

"Rations Fed to Milk Cows" by John L. Wilson, a 67-page publication, has just
been released. Amounts of concentrates fed end kinds of feeds in rations as
well as the amounts of home-grown feeds in concentrate rations are some of the
subjects treated. Forty-three pages of tables show various data by States and
Regions. Estimates by States of quantities fed on fdrms selling milk or cream,
end on farms where milk was produced for home use only, together with estimates
by States of percentage of individual fleeds in the ration are published for the
first time. Of particular interest are tables showing, by States, the estimated
value per 100 pounds of concentrate rations fed to milk cows from 1938 to 1944
inclusive, and milk-feed and Dbutterfat-feed price ratios by regions, 1920 to
date. * * %

The Special Crops Section has becn receiving congratulations on their 50-
page booklet entitled "Statistics on Commercial Peanuts." Jack, John and Petc
(Willis) not only chase the S. E. Runners from farm to table, but throw in a
lot of general information. The report is far from being "jest pcanuts,™ # * =

In the background the Division has been quietly delving into the problem
of making estimates of number of farms and land in farms. Statists recommenda-
tions and related data are in Henry Rasor's office for review now, but published
estimates will not be forthcoming until after the Census is aveilable. Estimates
will begin with 1930. An experimecntel outgrowth of thesc date on land in farms
is the set of charts for corn, oats, barley and flax in which ratios to land
were expanded to actual acres and charted vs. Board acres. This carries on some
work started earlier in the field and Washington offices and really shows much
promise., Similar charts of acres per farm and livestock per farm efpanded by
numbers of forms will also bear investigation. * * *

The wartime 1645 Census has been beset with difficulties from the start.
Biggest headache has becn the sdarcity of enumerators. Cost per schedule is up
considercbly as the ante for cnumerators was raised to attract help. lore
trouble struck when sevcre snowstorms paralyzed communications in northeast.
Bright spot in the Census picture was transfer of W. F. Callander from the
Floride office to Chief Statisticien for the Census of Agriculture, succeeding
Z. R. Pottet who retired from active scrvice. Cellander wants plesma from Ag.
Statistics. Donors so fer are Irs Wissinger end Jack Hicks, but Callander is
making further appeels. * * =*
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H. H. Schutz returned from his Peru assignment. After some wecll-earncd

- leave, he worked on an educationsl and orientation program for those intcrested
in the activities and. techniques of the Division. On March 18, he retires from
active service and heeds toward Glendale, California where hc expects to make
his home. A group of the Washington staff bade him farewell at en informal
luncheon at which he was presented with a'billfold as & token of remembrance and
esteem. * & &. The Americas are getting agricultural statistically-minded.
Several countries have sent representatives to study the methods used in making
crop end livestock estimetes in the United Stetes. Latin Americen treinees -.
one from Cuba, one from Peru -- have recently gone the rounds in Weshington and
are now getting some "boot" training in the field offices. Baca (Peru) is under
' Andy's tutelage in Nebraske, while Mondejar (Cuba) is watching the wheels turn
in the Meryland office. Senors Rose of Peru, Morias of Brazil, Mas ond Gonzales
of Mexico, representing their respective governments in Census end crop estimotes
work, heve made .extensive studies within the Division. Rose spent 2 months in
North Cerolina and followed the March Intentions report from there through the
Board review in Washington. Mas is preparing-a Spanish language presentation of
our methods, complete with reproductions of charts, etc. Morias has been spend-
ing most of his time in Commerce, as his work in Brazil covers exports and
imports of all commodities, non-asgriculturel and agriculturel. * * * - Just
recently, a group being groomed for agricultural cdvisers in European countries
by OFAR went through a "quickie" course in crop end livestock estimntes with the
D. C. staff administéring the inoculations. * * *

" Look for a big expension-in cooperative work in the Arkansecs office - par-
ticularly along price lines. Bryan is sponsoring a new bulletin on prices
received. At the same time the force is working awey et an indcx of prices poid.
Another "Wisconsin Agriculture" hes rolled off the press, and Wisconsin has
published & necw price bulletin. In the mill is a special dairy bulletin due to
be relecsed soon. War demecnd for deta is spurring Ebling and Co. to new heights.
South Dekota recently issued another one of its commodity bulletins - this one
on livestock. Bulletins on flax and rye arc to follow. From the Ohio office
comes a new release on deliveries of fluid milk fifom producers to 19 principel
fluid markets and to manufecturing plants. Soil moisture tests in Kansas and
Nebraska dropped.in 1942 due to Departmental restrictions on travel and rubber,
were considered essential enough to be resumed last fall, with plans to carry
on in 1945 if time, help ond funds permit. * * *

The Grain Scction is cooperating with the Division of Ferm Mansgement and
Costs in a release on Methods of Harvesting Corn. The basic data were obtained
on the February 1944 general schedule and credit is being given the field for
working up these data. Relcase is due soon. * * *

Biggest casualty since the Division went on a war-footing has been crop
meter work. Very few states have time, moncy and tires enough for meter travel.
Also out for the duration, or longer, arc the cxtensive objective surveys on
corn and cotton made by the Washington staff, and systematic.boll counts have
21l but disappeared in cotton Stctes. * * * Postponed indefinitely, also, arc
many "pet" projects which were on thc progroms of the field offices. llost of
these' will wnit until the war ends, since greotest restriction has been mane
power.

The Census price project - visitor ecvery five ycars - is back with us again.
Price Section is processing masses of county dota with practically all new pcr-
sommel. * * * Prices Reccived has been summarizing all the account salecs from
C.C.C. records on wool purchases to obtain averege price. Account sales slips
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covering nearly 300,000,000 pounds have been tebulated. Price Section is now
transmitting data on wool and also cost to packer deta on meat cnimals to field
officess * x * .

Ever hear of & pennit? It is Shepard's new unit for measuring foods. Some
day you are likely to use it for adding together watermelons and strawberries or
for combining your State's production of milk, eggs, flour oand sugar to make a
statistical cake. Confidentially, a pennit is merely e specified penny unit.
Chances are that when youwr family went to the grocery store in prewar years and
bought bread, milk, cabbage, oranges, carrots, sp1nach.and other foods in the
same price range they secured about 100 pennits of food per dollar and spent
about $100 per person per year for food.  If you spent meterially less than that
Shepard can meke a good guess on what kinds of food you must have bought if your
family was adequately supplied with suitable proteins and edequate celories,
minerals and vitamins. From & statisticien's viewpoint the new unit is not only
convenient but the only unit available for its purpose. However, some Depart-
mental circles have not caught onto this unit based on cost, but still favor a
unit based on nutritional needs. Some day Shepard will win a prize as a champion
for sticking out his necke In publishing his forecasts of yields before the
crops are planted (See C.E.M. 1168 &nd February issues of "Agricultural Situation
1943-45) he hes pioneered in a field where there hes been little competition so
far. Candidates should file their applicationspromptly to avoid the rush., * * #

]

Along poultry lines comes three noteworthy accomplishments. Last November,
Poultry issued a report on "Farm Poultry Feed Rations and Feed Consumption Per
Layer and Per Dozen Eggs." Report showed, by States, percentages each kind of
feed in total ration, leying the ground work for egg-feed and poultry-feed
price ratios by States. Report includes maps showing percentages by crop re-
porting districts. Hot off the press is a release on "Source of Chickens Raised
in 1934 and 1943". This report includes estimates, in perccnt of totdl reised,
of the breeds of chickens raised in 1943. For 1943, field offices mande another
complete survey of hatchery caopacity, culminating in a report on hatcheries and
hatchings from 1938 on, issued last September. * * =*

The so-called "distress clause" inserted by Congress in the 0.P.A. Act last
spring has caused plenty of distress to the Fruit and Vegetable Section. This
clause specifies thet the 0.P.A. Administrator must take into consideration any
considerable reduction in yields of fruits and vegetables when making adjust-
ments in ceiling prices of the commodities. Innumerable requests have been
mede by growers to O0.P.A. and W.F.A. for relief under this clause, and of course,
these requests hove been passed on to Ag. Statistics to ascertain the statis-
tical facts concerning damage to crops. No less then a& score of special
appraisals have been made by field officcs within 24  or 48 hours after rece1v1ng
the requests. In many cases growers have bcen benefitted by increases in price
ceilings as a result of the Division's findings.

BELIEVE IT OR NOT

Further progress has been made in forecasting wool production. Harlan hes
discovered that in Australia, at least, wool production depends on the wecther.

Cyclical variations in economic and climetological date have long been im-
portant in our work. The rcport is thet Dick Smith has recently discovered =
new cycle. Dick stumbled on it in the dark, so to speak. It is reportcd to be
one of the double kind, cormonly known as a bicycle.
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Vie are glad to report that there is no confirmation in the recent report
that the Louisville office was being liquidated. Fal merely had to raise-his
estimates out of the basement. The plan now is %6 secure him some waterproof
file cases. '

The bald similarity hetween the widely fluctuating behavior of seed acreage
indications and the bowling scores of his teammates prompted T. J. Kuzelke to
undertake a scientific study of factors affecting man's ability to disintegrate
the duck pins. Tam found a high correlation (inverse) between big scores one
week and low scores the following week. With proper allowance for trend, he
developed a formula for predicting his tearmates' scores a week in advence of
the date of bowling. Guided by these forecasts, he would select team members
who are most likely to be "hot" for the weekly contest. But Tom needs a 10-man
team to reach maximum efficiency that would ellow five best forecasts to bowl
each week, thus removing human element entirely. Meanwhile, team has slipped
fram second to sixth place this season, which doesn't prove anything, says Tom.
We vision team mates furnishing weekly condition figures as a basis for further
refinerient in formula. Reason for high correlation? Simple. High scores induce
optimism and over-confidence,

Shepard's "pennit" system is not a substitution for red and blue points.

RUNNING TRUE TO FORM

'Since the day we were sworn to secrecy and to guard the speculative reports
with our lives, if need be, we have stoutly contended that the Division's per-
sonnel is the "salt of the earth." Nowhere will you find = group more polite
and considerate. Finest bunch in the world in a poker game, too. late one
evening at the close of the recent Chicago meeting, a poker game, designed to
induce Ole Negaard (Bureau.of the Budget schedules "No" man) to part with some
of his hard-earned cash, clearly demonstrated the superb qualities herein dis-
cussed. ‘hen the game was over, Gilbert was ahead $5.35, Nordquist won $4.00
even, Negaard claimed he won $1.50 and Koenig insistéd on a net gain of 75 cents.
Brooks only lost $3.00 and Bodin dropped two bucks. ' This accounted for all the
players. Now for a bunch of statisticians, this is bum figgering, but whoever
lost were being considerate lest they made the winners feel bad. Sure 'nuff.

A LOOK DOWN THE 4-WING CORRIDOR

My, how things have changed! Maybe at times you've wondered what the old
Division looks like - who's holding down what job, what desk, what room - and
after eppropriate speculation conclude that it must be a lot different now.
Well, maybe it is and maybe it isn't. If you were called in on the Board, -
reached the 4th wing on the second floor after & hurried breakfast you would no
sooner turn down the corridor than you would espy the same o0ld seed merchants -
Edler and Kuzelka - prolificly grinding out seed statistics. You would get an
inkling, though, thet something is new about the joint, aside from the
“"geared-to-wartime" chatter on seed crops. Yes, something's new end then you'd
discover the whole clericzl force was changed from whet it used to be. New

- faces - yes, all of them., Nice looking pcople too. Your stop in the Tobacco
Section would further support this observation. Well, your plcascnt surprise
would become cven morc enjoyable to find those traditional "“holders-down-the-
forters", Curry and lMurry in the front office, except it would be a little
confusing because Curry is sitting where Murry sat and Murry is sitting where
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Curry sat. It occurs to you, as you blankly try to stralghten the whole thing
out, that here's a tongue twister that would win & hundred bucks:. "Do hurry the
surry, lurry," says Curry to Murry. "This surry won't hurry," to Curry says
Yurry. But it's easier to figure that Dick Smith sits where Koenig sat and
Koenig sits where Callander sat, and if you want to see elther one, why, you sit.
Meandering down the hall, you stick your head in "Operation." New faces tuere
too - and nice people. But Miss Treadway brlngs up the subject of missing inven-
tory, especially thet old omnimetre, end you're forced to duck these pleasant
surroundings. Yep, here's the Steno Seotion and same familiar faces: Swetman,
Jordan, Williamson, Pratt and Moorhead, There still is an air of Kentucky
hospitelity, but if you bring up the subject of politics or male vs. female, the
odds are 8 to 5 you come out second. Amid the hum and bustle of a veritable
beehive, you'll note some changes in the Truck Crop Section, btut not so much
that you feel free to take your hand off your wailet, You'll hear no stale jokes
from Parker. His repeértojre is still fabulously rich, It begins to look like
old times as you reach the end of the corridor. Shepard and Upton delving into
production indices of all kinds, Rasor and Minor giving King Cotton its majestic
dues, and Bennett, Wilson and Bormuth taking care of a tremendous milk flow. New
faces in the Deiry Section, too - and nmice people. Ypu'd find Bailey and Co.
still rumnming the clerical end of the Grain Section and that their wits are still
sharp. Be careful, a wisecrack is a signal for a barrage that will flatten you!

And now the Board Room. Pete, Walker, Carp, Gurtz and Kelly in the old
familiar setting, dealing with rocord crops all down the line. .If you hail from
a bean State you can go no further end your observations will be confined to
beans because Carp has you buttonholed. But if by sheer force and at the risk
of losing a lapel you succeeded in entering the Secretary's office, you really
would know that you are homes; and among some old friends - Trowbridge, McDaniel,
Burke, Voorhies, Raymond, Griffith, Rutledge, Albrecht, Gray, Danhardt, Cheatem
end Evans - all still on the job.

DOINGS OF THE IOOF, INDEPENDENT ORDER OF (WOULD BE) FARMERS
or
NEWS FROM THE GARDEN FRONT

In the spring a young man's fancy lightly turns to love. But thesé Agstats
tersely turn to clothes -- work clothes, the kind that breeds sore muscles,
scorched checks and touchy, tender backs. Clothes (usually) meke a man, but if
one could see the "fashion parade" of Agstat gerden costumes, varied-would be the
views and doubt would reign as to their origin. However, never doubt the sin-
cerity of these "Soldiers of the Soil" as thcy fold their papers at the ‘end of
the day and madly rush home to do their bit on the "garden front." Ileny ere the
diffcrences of opinion on the subject of gardening. A little clump of Stats
gathered in the corridor, at lunch, or elsewhere, usually foretells an exchange
of views on varieties, plantlng detes -- and boasting as to who's doing the best.
Let us teke it for granted that these guys (and gals, too) really mean business
at this task of gardening. Here's what e few of the folks, both in ¥Washington
end in the field, are doing in their "gardens." Recmember thesc jibes are all
in fun -- just to remind our Service boys and girls that the good soil for which
they fight is being well cared for until thcy all retwn.

Chief Paul "Flat Dutch" (cabbage) Koenig is planning big things in his

garden this year. His "intentions" are good but there's lots of "bias" in his
""/H" indications -- his current crop is always bigger than his history shows.
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There's Dick "Big Boston" (lettuce) Smith; hls "acreage record book" is
usually up to date, but rlght now, crampea for space, he thinks he'll take on one
of those "submarglnal tracts somewhere.

Right in there pitching is genial "Cheyenne" (hot pepper) Pallesen. In
harem #1 he is havzng some trouble "computing" the number of cans needed to save
his "tomatoes." FLASH"' We have just received word that he has scooped all
the gardeners. How? Well ‘he reports e "little boy pepper" has just errived,
weighing 9 pounds, wearing no trunks, but full of fight, This is really carrying
out March Intentions, ’ ‘

————

- "Kentucky Wonder" (pole bean) Gurtz, recently from the Dark and Bloody
ground, now handling 1egumes in the Grain Section, is wondering how to plant a
garden "on ‘the rocks" in the back yard of his Virginia home, but "Pride of
VWisconsin" (cantaloup) Kimball, better known as "Drumstlck Kimball," told him to

forget gardening and just raise some "barred Rocks.'

ﬂhen the faltering gardeners speak of their woes and almost give up, who
canes to their rescue but stalwart Tom "Fertile Pot" Kuzelka. With a stout heart
Tom spurs them on. When their plants grow weaker and weaker, he tells them to
use these new fangled compressed menure molds -- the penicillin of the plant
kingdom. ' Last year he canned vcgetables and fruit totaling over 6,000 blue points,
made a movie record of the garden to depict.quality, quantity, color, and to es-
tablish a basic par for Agstat gardeners.- He also got the blue ribbon for men's
canned goods in Grover (Stetson) Hill's U.S.D.A. Victory Garden Show.

A newcomer to gardening is John "Giant Stringless Greenpod" (bush bean)
#/ilson. He vows one cannot plant onions near potatoes -- afraid the onions will
get in the''tater's eyes! He!ll learn better. .

The experts are going strong. Elbert "Swiss Chard" Schlotzhauer is King of
the "Greens" team. Reginald "Rutabaga" Royston still claims you cen get blood
out of a turnip -- or maybe it's just "turnip plasma." The Truck Crop Section
has varied opinions. Jaun "Eggplant" Abbott, a gardener of no small scale, won-
ders why those "black beauties" he raises won't hatch, but Clarence "Porto Rico"
(sweetpotato) Parker, a truly neophyte at the gardening business, said they
wouldn't hatch even in Texsas.

Julius "Klondike" (strawberry) Peters is King of the small fruits gardeners.
Pete knows full well that all strawberries arc not blondes, and is quite sure
thet a "Maiden's Blush" involves more than Just an apple.

Symbol of the Nation's agricultural progress is corn. Harold "County -
Gentleman" (swcet corn) Vialker, a dyed-in-the-wool gardcner out South Dekota way,
endures gossip on the subject while going to and from work, has managed to grub
out & cedar ‘tree and prepare a plots  "Red Kidney" (dry bean) Carpenter, a
gerdener of long standing, can be seen most any lete afternoon waltzing his bees
to and fro pollinating his beans. He is getting some good ideas from ™fung bean"
Blood out Oklahoma way.

A persistent, although peaceful, gardener 1s Henry “"Long Green"™ (cucumber)
Rasor. Having been used to the sands of South Caorolina, he is having trouble
with that vitreous Virginis clay. John "Tecnncssec Red" (peanut) Marsh, being in
the same fix, offers his sympathies. Arnie "Long Standing" (spinach) MNordquist
still persists in trying to grow tomatoes under ork trecs ot his fashionable
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Park Avenue site. Even "Sage" Harlan can't break him of that. "World Beater"
(sweet pepper) Cron won the Men's Canning Club prize last year --out for it again
this year. The only guy not yet "bitten" is "Red Cored" (carrot) Hale who belies
"parity begins at home" but whose wife believes he could at least mow the lavm.
Bill "Sweet William" Evans, the conqueror of harem 3, is already preparing a
"Form 57".-- a declaration of purposes -- for his 1945 garden operations.

"King of the Garden" but better known as "Blue Ribbon" Burkhead, a
gardener of long standing is in for it again this year - hoping to top his out-
standing string of blue ribbons and a flock of "also rans" won in several VG
competitions last year. Imagine a guy winning two prizes with one head of
cabbage! Cary "Sphagnum-moss" Palmer got the jump on most of the boys in start-
ing his plants in flats and, despite some setbacks, is still enthusiastic. In
fact, he has already planted 2 gardens on a small scale. A third plot is now
under consideration.

John "Vitamin P" (P for pennit) Shepard, who does not come under the
classification of "would be" farmers, merely sits back with a knowing, though sub-
dued, smile while the boys spout off their "March Intentions."

But when it comes to a statement as to the best variety to grow in shade
or sun, or pros or cons on quality, we call on George "Seed Statistic"
(clean-basis) Edler. He has jist completed a 4-week term on the D. C. Criminal
Court jury, and this additional experience gives him undisputed prestige as a
renderer of unqualified decisions in seed matters.

Burnie "A and C Ace" (cucumber) Ballerd -- original Keeper of the
greenhouse, is having a time trying to keep the over-anxious Agstats from putting
their seeds in too early. He is also our chief bug exterminator in the green-
house.

Where do they get their plants? Well, many of them are started right
downtown -- in the Department greenhouse. And "keeper of the key" to it is
"Sweet pea" Rogers of Seed Unit fame. "“Geranium" Swetman, Queen of harem 372, is
going in for flowers. 1da "Tall Corn" Trowbridge insists that she knows how to
grow "weet." In for the March Acreage Report was Sam "Dakota Red" (potato)
Gilbert, Ed "Danish Ballhead" (late cabbage) Vandershaf, Stuart "Golden Cross
Bantem" (sweet corn) Bryan, Clyde "Kleckly sweet" (watermelon) Willis, and
Albert "Kohl-rabi" Kendall.

A paucity of date on operctions of all members of the field and
Washington staffs will be taken care of as the season progresses.

WHAT THEY ARE Dom'c;

Remembeér
write them a
letter !

Many letters and cards have been received from our men snd women in
the Armed Services giving, whenever censorship rules permitted, their location,
duties, impressions about life in the Services and observations about their ex-
periences and surroundings. In the notes to follow, the editors have attempted
to bring out some of the various "high lights". At the same time, an effort
was made to include a little information about as many of them as possible, but
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there are some about whom news is entirely lecking. We hope the future issues
will be able to give some "dope" on those not mentioned in this issue and more de-
tail on those for whom information was gquite meager.

In the last issue of the Agstat Notes it was mentioned thet Capt. Glen
Simpson was out Ysomewhere in the South Pacific". A recent letter from him says
he's still "at sea". Boy, can that guy tread water! Says Glen, " ..... a lot of
water has gane under my bridge since then and as you can see by the heading a lot
more is going under at this véry moment. Vater, water everywhere, end I haven's
had a good drink for weeks: Boy, how an old-fashioned would go now. «..... As
 you mey or may not know I was transferred from the 3rd Masrine Air Wing some months
ago. Although my outfit is still associated with aviation it is even more closely
tied in with the ground troopers. Sometimes I think it's tied too closely......
Tell Koenig 'hello' and tell him I will write him as soon as I can get my foxhole
squared away." (Editor's note: Simpson always did teke his statistics seriously.
After he gets the foxhole squered, then he takes the square root of it. That
gives him one side. But being one-sided is the same as being biased. We cen't
figure out vhat he's driving at. Who wants a foxhole full of bias?)

The September issue inadvertently overlooked listing Robert F. Dillman, clerk-
CAF 3 in the Pennsylvania office who entered the Army in October 1943, and also
Mrs. Adelaide F. Walsh, clerk in thc New York office who entered the Women's Army
Corps in May 1944. -

The title of Col. Henry Teylor's next letter mey well be "Reunion in Manila."
Last word received was that Henry was eppraising crops and livestock on the road
to Manile. Meanwhile we hear that Lt. Bob Overton, Iowe is in the Philippines
end Pellesen advises that Capt. Al Finkner is on Luzon Island. Cpl. Tommy Stuart
lended with the first wave of engineers on Luzon.

"Billy" Hermon (not the ex-Chicago Cub) is flying s Liberator in Italy.
Everyone in the D. C. office will remember "Billy's" courtship in the Truck Crop
Section - those.delightful hend-holding strolls down the corridor.

Capt. M.~B. (Bill) Resgan is stetioned ot Birmingham, Ala. with the ground
forces training and replacement group at that point. Bill is the proud papa of
a baby daughter born in mid-January.

We have this on good authority. Pfc. C. E, White admitted spending some
time in gay Paree, and now finds himself in the doghouse instead of & pup tent.
But now thet he's back in Germeny, Mrs. White says she won't be too difficult.
She might throw o mettress at him, -- or wes it, to him?

Sgt. Arthur Koop is kept busy churning out stetistics for the A.A.F. at
Santa Ana, Calif. KXoop sent us a bulletin showing some procedures that he set up
for hendling a difficult report. Judging from the article, Koop isn't losing
his statistical touch.

On December 7, Lt. John C. Scholl's Christmas card steted that he was in the
hospital at San Dlego getting ready for en eppendectomy. He expected to spend
5 wceks (1nc1ud1ng Xmas) there. In Jenuary he passed through Weshington. Re-
covcred now, he reported that he would be stationed at Annapolis, Maryland.
"Grectings from my Coconut Grove in the Marianas," writes Ens. Dele McCarty.
"That mny sound like a.night club, but.it's a camp the Seebees have constructed
out of & bit of the jungle on one of these islands. ..... Eat C retions end live

109



in Quonset huts..,...po plumbing yet, so we sheve, wash, and wash part of our
clothes in a bucket." McCarty is another proud father - a boy, James Richard,
born in November. Mrs. McCarty needs an experienced bucket washer, Dale. '

It's Major Vickery now - so a February letter informs us. Censorship rules
permitted him to say he was in France with the Third U. S. Army. According to
the papers, Patton's in Germany now. Vickery advises that they have another

"junior statistician" now - Donald, who arrived last August. (Editor's note:
Certainly Koenig should appreciate the improvement in the future man power “out-
look, but judging from these notes so far these service men may be pushing things
too far) :

Writes Russell Handy, "I have been in France for three months now and enjoy-
ing it fairly well. This is a nice .country and very similar to the U. S. in
terrain end general appearance. The people seem to be living better than news
stories would have you believe....... In my office (Office of Fiscal Director)
we have a fellow from Maine and one from Idaho. Quite frequently there develops
a heated argument as to which State raises the most .potatoes. My word is no good
without the official data. Would you kindly send me a copy .of the December Crop
Report. This will settle the argument as well as inform me on some other items."
Guess Handy wants the answer book before he begins to call some of the bets. A
letter from Russell last- October carried this observation, "Of all the things I
miss most being in the Army is my agrlcultural contacts (excluding my wife) and
having to associate with people with other interests. Here we have mostly'bankers
auditors, C.P.A's, lawyers, etc. The only one with an interest along agricul-
tural lines is a banker from. southern Illinois. who is also a lukewarm reporter
for Mr. Surratt. I've been working on him for some time now and have gotten him
to promise to report faithfully when and if he gets out of the Army." ~(Note:
All of Surratt's lukewarm reporters.are in the Army.. He absolutely refused to
request deferment for them. If Handy's missionary work is successful, Andy's.
bankers! 1list is due for a shot in the- arm when the war ends).

The last news of Lt.{j.g.) Oakley Frost had him neading for the Pacific
northwest after completing & course at Harvard. Frost is-in communications.
Francis Graham was reported aboard ship somewhere in the Pacific.. He ran across
Bob Overton on the same ship, we hear. Ens. Glen Casey is in a hospital in
Seattle after which he will be back on the Job with the Division. He was in
several exciting naval engagements in the. Pacific. Koenig saw Casey. on his
recent trip, and advises that Glen is expecting to be discharged. He and his
wife who has been in. Seattle, will vacat on in Montana for a month.

Recent callers 'at the Division offices, in Washington were Lt. Harold F..
Prindle who is stationed in Washington with the Quartermaster Corps end Lt.Robert
J. Monroe whose station is Fort Bliss, Texas.. Monroe was called to New York on
& special detail and stopped in on his return trip.  His work is along statis-
‘tical lines in anti-aircraft artillery. Capt.. Ceorge Harrell also called at the
Washington office. He's in charge of German prisoners doing the maintenance work
at Fort Monmouth, N.J. George can think of a lot better things to be doing -
but he's doing it, nevertheless.

Lt. Crelghton Guellow is now located at the Navy Yard in Wﬁshlngton, D. C.
Guellow weighs in at 183 pounds - an all-time hlgh. ' :

The Truck Crop Section harbors a letter from Lt. Geor ge Harvey, who joined

the Navy to see the world and now illustrates the letters describing his ex-
periences. - Harvey said he stopped to take;on some lemonade flavored with Bourbon
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end heppened to meet Glen Simpson. Simpson still searching the seven seas for
his old-feshioned, presumably.

Capt. A. L. Finkner has been roamlng the South Pacific being located at times
in New Guinea and Australia and now in the Philippines. Al seemed to like Brisban
the best and New Guinea the least. Life there was pretty rugged with plenty of
rain and a mercury reading of 140 degrees on Thanksgiving day. So, said Al, "If
it wasn't red mud it vas red dust." 1In the Philippines it's rugged too - camp
life in a big cemp that Finkner said "reminds you of a circus or like one of the
fairs at home.......Certainly washing is no bother here. 1In fact, you have 3
washer women come around every days They are scrupulously honest but poor as all
get outie......About half the kids in town, I think, have clothes made from old
parachutes." Like Col. Taylor, Finkner was looking forward to Manila, but he
suspected that the Nips left very little standing.

The whereabouts of Capt. T.C.M. Robinson is known to everyone in D. C.
(stetioned here) except Miss Treadway who is still trying to recover a brief case.

A Christmas card from Pfc. Virginia H. Thompson informed the Dairy Section
that she was located with Squadron W, Malden Army Air Base, Malden, Missouri.

T/Sgt. Tom Doyle, former clerk in Evans' office, gave an overseas address
with the Army Air Corps, according to a card received by Miss Treadway.

Lt. Sidney Legg dropped in on the Ohio office at Christmas time. He served
on a destroyer in the Pacific and sew action at all landings since Guadalcanal,
His rovings have logged over 100,000 miles of sea travel!

From Ruth White we learn that Capt. Norman L. Smith is rounding out 3 years
of service. in the Pacific. Like some of the others, “Smitty" could think. of
several other places - at least one (Illinois) - where he would rather be, but
he's stickin' to the job, anywey. He'§ collected enough Jap relics to start a
curio shop - or somethin'. ;

In o letter to D. A. McCandliss, Lt. Phillip B. Powell described his. impres-
sion of England. He states, "This English climete 'ain't so. hot' and that goes
no matter how you interpret it. The principal crops seem to be hay, wheat (they
call it corn) and suger beets and there must be millions and millions of acres
of brussel sprouts. Otherwise, they couldn't find enough of them to feed them to
us as often os they do........Around the edges of London there are thousands of
hot houses. The prices are unbelievable. Peaches, when available cost $1 per
each. There was a story in the Stars and Stripes a few months ago about a G.I.
who went into a London fruit store to buy a couple of peaches. His bill was 16
'shillings so he handed the clerk & pound note and told her to keep the change.
Whar she osked what the extra four shillings weére for, he said, 'I steppcd on a
couple of grapes coming in'. That may be a little far-fetched, but not very much

so."

Lt. Elmer Wattenberger, clerk under Mrs. McDaniel before going in, sent a
notice of his graduation at the Albuquerque Air Base. Wattenberger wes commis-
sioned in the Army Air Force in November 1943 as a bombardier and later he became
a navigator on a B-26 in the Mediterrcnean Theatre where he earned thc Air Medal
and was awarded the Purple Heart. 3

Latest word from Sgt. Wilson Woédrbw wes that he was stationed at the
Grecnville Army Air Bose, Greenville, S. C. holding down a desk job. Woodrow put
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in an appearance at the Oklahoma office last October when he was on leave.
Burkhead said a& Christmas card from S/Sgt. leonard Orvold stated he was getting
along well., Palmer advises that Ens. Ward Henderson, according to last report,
vas in a college in Massachusetts getting more training. Harold West and Walker
Young of the Arkansas office have had quite coincidental careers in the Armed
Services. West joined the Army; Young, the Navy. Both landed in radio.service
and both were stationed in Florida for a while. = Both have paid a visit to the
Arkensas office since they joined up.

WAC Julia Miklos, clerk in the Ohio office, has been stationed in Ohio since
enlisting. WAVE Alice Mack, Nebraska Steno, is stationed in Washington, D. C. as
Yeoman 3/c. She recently visited her old haunts out in Lincoln, Nebraska.

From Chief Yeoman Douglas T. Ewert in a note to former boss Hale comes the
following message:

"eeeeeoI have been on active sea-duty ever since I entered the Navy
(with the exception of .15 months training received upon my entry). I have
been 'at sea', in variops waters, nearly all the time since reporting
aboard the Cruiser U.S.S. PHILADELPHIA in February 1942. This vessel has
been in action numerous times with very satisfactory results---I am very
proud of my ship, and I am proud that I am an American. I thoroughly enjoy
the Navy and my work, which is very interesting and varied. I guess that's
about all I can tell you at this time, as I would have to go into detail to
explein further. One more item---1 take pride in informing you that I am
now Chief Petty Officer (Chief Yeoman), heving attained this rating om
1 April 1944, after seventeen months as First-Class Yeaman, and previous
time &s Second-Class Yeomaneeeseco.

"The late columnist, O. O. McIntyre, used to write on various subjects
on certain days under a sub-heading titled 'Thoughts While Strolling'. .
I am going to title the remainder of this letter: 'Thoughts While Thinking'.

"I have observed a peculiar condition: Nevy men sympathize with
the Army men, the hardships they endure and the fine job the Army is
doing; while the Army fellows say the Navy is doing an equally good
job---each, however, would not care to be in the other's shoes, which
is a good sign because they couldn't be if they wanted to. This con-
dition seems to refute the old saying, 'the grass is always greener
on the other side of the fence', but it is a situation I have talked
over with shipmates and many soldiers and all seem to agree that their
own branch of the Armed Forces is the one they like best. I believe
it is all e matter of training. The Army has been training to take
care of themselves on terrea firme under all conditions, end the Navy
has been trained to take care of themselves at sea under all conditions--
this is not meant to say that the training is all of a defensive nature.
On the contrary, dealing out the maximum punishment to the enemy while
sustaining the minimum casualty is the primery function of the Armed
Forces; but this training gives both the Army and the Nevy a confident
feeling in their own branch of the Armed Forces. I write of.this merely
to point out that the men in the U. S. Army and Navy believe in their
respective organizations and have quickly adapted themselves to the
conditions as they came up. I believe that morale in the American Armed
Forces is now highcst and alweys has been higher than in foreign Armed
Forces."
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From liinnie Griffin comes word thet Capt. C. E. Poggemeyer, former WAE
clerk in the Kansas office and at the Manhattan Laboretory, is with the Third
¥arine Division. He has seen a lot of ection in the South Pacific, and hes had
close calls and fever. Latest news had him on Guam-slated to go to the
Philippines.

Paxton advises that Floyd K. Harmston is in the Southwest Pacific. Seys
Floyd, "Things are going hot and heavy in this theatre at presemt. I em surc
thet I have the easiest job in the Army. 1It's just like having a seat om the
50-yard line, except there's no danger of é¢ven being hit by a stray ball here...
Luckily, we are at a station where strict control mecsures have been taken
agoinst the anopheles mosquito. The most positive agent for control seems to
be the USDA's vaunted D.D.T. powder. It really does a fine job." (Editor's note:
In case anyone is interested D.D.T. is dichlore diphenyl trichlorethane - as if
it mnde any difference.)

A letter from C. D. Stevens gives us some information on the four boys from
the New Engleand office who are in the Armed Services. Second Lieutenant Cerl J.
Bokina is attached to Lt. General Jimmy Doolittle's commgand as a fighter pilot.
He went overseas in December 1944 end by February 1945 had completed eight
missions over enemy territory. He says German fighter oppositior is meager, but
"flek® is extremely intense.

James E. Schmidt, meiling room supervisor, is a Corporal in the Infantry
at Camp Howze, Texas. When in the New Englend office a few months ago he was
in the best of spirits but indicated that he would be glad to return to the
freedoms of civilian life even unto the "mimeograph." In January, Second
Lieutenant liario P. Alfieri was stationed at Edgewood Arsenal, in Maryland,
where he is enjoying a new assignment in Chemical warfare. Earlier he had been
in Florida, where he instructed a Chinese unit, and later spent some time in
California.

‘When last heard from, James E. Swedberg had been cammissioned a Lieutenant
in the Engineers’ Corps.

We have made exhoustive inquiry on the whereaboutsof Paunette Fryar, former
messenger in the ﬁéshington office, but as usual, have not been able to locate
him.

They _
want to hear
fromlyou
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WHO'S WHO IN THE SERVICE

Many close relatlves of employees are scattered in all parts of the world
in the service of their country. Husbands, sons, and deughters of the Division
employees contribute an amazingly long list. Since it's & small world after all,
or so we are led to believe in this age of speed and fast camunication, perhaps
Division members in the service may run across these people in the course of duty.
If so, we know they speak a common language with & mutual understending. Every-
where, in and out of service, the whereabouts of close relatives of Division mem-
bers'is of prime interest. The Division is ;.ndeed proud to present tho following
list showing the name, rank, branch of service, neme of employee, and relationship.
The 1ist may not be complete, but this is the record so far. :

BRANCH OF RELATION-
STATE NAME .RANK SERVICE EMPLOYEE .SHIP
Ala. - Paul Henry Cole Lt. "Army ¥Mrs., P. H. Cole - Husband
¥ilmer C. Garrett  Pfc. - Army J. C. Garrett Son
J. C. Richardson Pfc. U.S.M.C. Mrs.J.C.Richerdson Husband
W. V. Shanmon - Cpl.’ Army Mrs. W. V., Shannon Husband
Ariz, C. A. Cartwright M 1/c Navy Shirley B. Cartwright Husband
Ark. Arthur F. Bouton  Lt. Army Frances V. Bouton Zusband
Turner W. Tyson T-3 Army Cora E. Tyson Husband
Calif. George R. Scott Pvt. Army G. A. Scott Son
~Colo. Warren Beier Cpl. Army F. W. Beier, Jr. Son
Donald S. Osgood Lt. “Army Mrs. D. S. Osgood Husband
Orville E. Whaley Pfc. Army ¥rs. 0. E. Whaley Husband
Fla. C. S. Cgllander Lt. Com. Navy "~ W. F. Callander Son
R. C. Callander Lt. Nevy W. F. Callander Son
C. C. Jacobs Cpl. Army Leta B. Jacobs . Husband
Ga. D. L. Floyd, Jr.  Pvt.” U.S.M.C. D. L. Floyd, Sr. Son
: Al Zukonik - Sgt. U.S.M.C. Shevawn M. Zukonik ° FEusband
Ideho Glen L. Buhler Pfc. Army Mrs. Clare Buhler Son
W. D. Cossey Sgt. Army -Mildred R. Cossey Son
Melvin M. Jones S/Sgt. Army Shirley F. Jones Husband
Jack Ross S 1/c Navy Richard C. Ross Son
111, Jerome Kndpp Cpl. Army : J. H. Jacobson Son
David Little Sgt. Army Kathryn-Little Husband
J. P. Snodgrass T-5 Army Mary J. Snodgrass = Fusband
Robert A. Surratt Lt. Army A. J. Surratt Son
Ind. Robert C. Hemk Y 1/c Nevy Ruth F. Henk Husband
Frank H. Justin Capt. Army M. M. Justin Son
Iowa Harry Petty Sgt. Army Jene Petty Husband
Keans. C. L. Longren Lt. Lrmy Harriett E. Longren Husband
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STATE

Kyo

Mich.

Nebr.

N.Y.

N'oDo

Okla.

Oreg.

s.C.

Tenne.

Tex.

Utzah

-Haven

NAME

FP. G. Partlow
James F. Yonts

Edward E. Allen
R. S. Hubbard

C. J. Borum, Jr.
M. A. Lowe

Glenn Swanson

J. R. Tepin

K. E. Tepin

C. E. Anderson
L. E. fnderson
R. ¥. Logan-
W. A. Horey

Samuel E, Bird
Harry J. Breen

‘Joseph A. Carlo
R. L. Gillett, Jr.

Charles Huey
Robert Huey

E. J. Nicholson
J. E. MacFarquhar
F. B. Spaulding

Marius Jensen-

R. D. Erdmaa, Jr.
R. L. Pierce

John Bauer
C. M, Nielsen
D. R. Walworth:

Robert C. Light
James S. Rush
¥%illiem E. Rush
W. J. Slinkard
E. J. Besserer
F. E. Finley, Jr.
L. H. Studdard
B. K. Duffin .
Ww. H.
R. H.
Vie iie

H. M.

Ferguson,Jre.
Johnson
Johnson
Taylor, Jr.

Stewart

RANK

- Pfc.

Cpl.

Sgt.
Cpl

A.S.

Cpl.
Lto(jo 8. )
S 3/c
S L/c

Capt.
Pvt

s/s;t.
T-5

Lt.
S L]

552 PHEM
A.S.
Lt.

Lt.

MoMM 2/c
Pfec.
Pfc.

MM 3/c

B 1/c
F 2/c

Sgt.

- Pvt.

Pvt.

Ens.
A.C.
F. 0.

Sgt.

Pvt.
3/c P.O.
T/Sgt.

S Z/c

Lt.
m 2/c
Pvt.

BRANCH OF
SERVICE

Army
Army

P

QjArmy
trmy

Navy
“Army
Navy
Navy
C.G«

Navy
Lrmy
Army
Navy
Lrmy
Army

Navy
Navy
Navy -

Army
Lrmy

U.S.M.C.

o

== Navy
hrmy
Army

Army

Army

Navy
ALrmy

Navy.
Army
Navy
Lrmy
A;'my
army
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EMPLOYEE

vLouise'E. Partlow

Zelma W. Yonts

Mary G. Allen
Emma K. Hubbard

C. J. Borum
Menfred L. Lowe
Margaret Swanson
Iva L. Tepin

Iva L. Tepin

A. E. Anderson
A. E. Anderson
Leo Logen

Eleanor Morey

Ethel M. Bird
Josephine-C. Breen
Concetta Cerlo

R. L. Gillett

Ray Huey

Ray Huey

Ruth R. Nicholson

RELATION=-
_SHIP

Husband
Son

Husband
Fusband

Son
Son
Husband
Son
Son

Son
Son’
Son’
Husbana

Son
Husband
Busband
Son
Son
Son
Son

Wilhelmina MacFarquhar Husband

Berths B. Spaulding
Sophie A. Jensen

Liudrey D. Erdmen
Merie E. Pierce

Arlene T. Bauer
N. I. Nielsen
Esther M. Walworth

Robert C. Light

Jemes S. Rush
James S. Rush

Pearl S. Slinkard
Dorothy V. Besserer
Frank E. Finley
Hazel E. Studdard

Jennie E. B. Duffin

Mrs. Nellis Ferguson
Vada M. Johnson
Johnson
Henry M. Taylor

H.C.R. Stewart

Son
Husband

Husband
Son ’

Husband
Son
Husband

" Son
Son
Son

Husband
Son
Son
Husband
Son
Son
Son
Son

Son

Son



BRANCE OF RELATION-

STATE NAME RANK SERVICE EMPLOYEE SHIP
W.Va. Eugene Darby SAI 3/¢ Navy Mrs. Darby Son
Oscar Darby Y 2/c Navy Mrs. Darby Son
Wis. Paul R. Ebling A.S. Navy Walter H. Ebling Son
Fyo. W. C. Hambright §/Sgt. Army Maxine V. Hembright Husband
K. K. Knutson S e Navy George Knutson Son
Wash., A. E., Ault, Sr. Col. Army lrs. A. E. Ault Husband
D.C. A. E. Ault, Jr. cpl. Army Mre, £, E. Ault Son
Tavié B, Ballard T-4 Army Burnett H., Ballard Son
W. S. Cheatham Cpl. Army Bessie Cheatham Son
Marion Dennevik  Sgt. Army Adaline Dannevik Husband
C. F. Denny Cpl. Army Jean P. Denny Husband
James Harlan Pfe. Army C. L. Harlan Son
John Harlen Pfec. Army C. L. Harlan Son
Grant W. Higbie § 2/c Navy Bertha Higbie Son
George W. Jordan M/Sgt. Army Helen S. Jordan Husband
Edgar Livengood Pfec. Army Annie Livengood Husband
G. W. March s/Sgt. Army Roberta March Husband
J. W, Koorhead Sgt. Army Zoraida F. }Moorhead Fusband
Salvatore Perrone C.P.O. Navy Jeanne dAirc Perrone Husband
Robert A. Peters Lt. Army ‘ Julius H. Peters Son
H. W. Rutledge Pfc. Army Rose S. Rutledge Son
Charles A. Walker Capt. Army Harold R. Walker Son
William E. Wetzel S/Sgt. Army Dorothy Wetzel Husband
Clarence E. White Pfc. Army Ruth P. White Husband

— e —— —— o — v - e — — o=

HERE ARE A FEW NOTES ABOUT THEM -

Everyone will be glad to know that word has been received by the Harlans
from son, Jim, who was reported missing in action after the Battle of the Belgium
Bulge. dJim, in a German prison cemp, reported that he was well, but could use a
lot of good food. Son Jack is with the ground forces of the A.A.F. and stationed
at Quantico. He visits home at every opportunity.

Second Lt. Frank Carpenter is now on the retired list of the Army. Frank
came out of a bed airplane crack-up with two.patched-up ankles, and sustained a
jaw frecture and several other bones broken. He now has a research fellowship at
the University of Delaware and is pursuing his studies toward a Mester's degree
in chemical engineering.

Andy is proudly looking forward to the return of his son, Capt. Clyde
Anderson, from the Buropean theatre sometime in April., Capt. Clyde returns heavy
chested from sporting the D.F.C., the Air Medal, the Soldier's ledal Bronze and
Silver Sters and a bunch of clusters. He piloted a Marauder and has over 70
missions to his credit in three yeers of service. Oldest son Lloyd is stationed
at Leke Charles, La. doing ground work for the Air Farce.

Mejor Logan Schutz, son of H. H., wes on the staff of Sir Henry Moitland
Wilson. He was present at the landings of Patch's Army in Southern France.
Recently, he was transferred to U.S.A. end is now located in Washington on a
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special assignment at the Army War College.

The Service Wives' Association for the Exchange of Information and Mutual
Comfort meets regularly in the corridors. By this effort they are able to keep
tab on how quickly letters are supposed to come From the front, how many at one
time, and think up recommendations - strong ones - for the Army to speed up or
unconfuse the mail situation. The Mdmes. Dannevik, Denny, Jordan, Moorhead,
Wetzel and White may be using the "Club™ as a club to discourage laxity on part
of front-line letter writers, too. We wouldn't know about that!

And speeking of mail, Mrs. Rutledge's son, Herbert, somewhere in France, has
some interesting observations along these lines:

"Everyone, after as much time in the Army as most of these fellows have,
gets to the stage where he lives from mail call to mail call. There are,
roughly speaking, three kinds of guys in the Army, and I'11l give you a look-
see at them. ,

The first fellow is the boy who doesn't get too much mail because it
mekes too much trouble for him to answer the ones he gets. This type likes
to hear from the family, but it really doesn't matter to him whether he does
or not. After a mailess mail call, he can be heard to shout loudly, ‘What,
no maili! !’

" Then there is type two. This is the married or sure-of-himself kind.
He expects mail every night, because he thinks the little woman ought to
write to him once a day, whether she wants to or not. If he gets no mail he
is at once sure thet some alert and up end coming 4F has seduced his wife
and goes away muttering vile things to himself.

Last, but not least is the third type. This is the saddest case of all,
and his plight would make a wooden Indian wash the paint from his face with
his tears. He is the boy who is desperately in love, and who lives and
breathes for mail from his wren. 'On the days when he gets mail from the
aforementioned wren, such a look of ecstasy transfigures his face that he
can be spotted a mile away. He may be seen tearing about thru the area
speaking even to his mortel enemies and composing the night's sugar report.
You have read stories of medieval knights who lived for love alone in that
foregene age of chivalry. Such is the GI away from his loves"

Peters' oldest son, Bob, has landed in France and on March 4 had moved into
Belgium. Lt. Bob is an artillery officer. Ted Peters is due to enter service in
April, the Army Air Force.

Capt. Charles Vialker, son of Harold R. alker, is now stationed at Clovis,
New Mexico instructing on B-29's. Charles saw early action in the Southwest
Pacific vhen thc going was tough and earned a flock of decorations. He piloted a
Liberator on the Rabaul and New Guinea "milk runs" and had more then 40 missions
to his cradit bsfore being assigned to duty in the States. Carol, his sister,
has becr. in %rrining in the Nurse Cadet Corps for more than a year snd is now
stationed ian Viashington, D. C.

Another nurse cadet is Nadine Johnson who left the Seed Section to join the
Corps. Her fathcr is Ronald Johnson, statistician in the Price Section.

Lt. Mike Becker, after more than & year and a half in the Southwest Pacific,
vhere he was in charge of Navy persomnel cnd equipment used in training Marines
for amphibious landings, is expccted home soon on leave. Rumor has it Mike is
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to be married while back on leave. David Becker is an anti-tenk gunner on the
Western German Fronmt. : : :

frank Andrews' son, Richard is in the Navy. Formerly located at Ft. tioren,
Texas, and Norfolk, Va., he was recently promoted ‘o Naval Public Works Officer.
and as51gned to a new station in Callforn1a.

Petty Officer Frank Finley, Jr. is on a destroyer in the Paclflc. Pfec.
Wilmer Garrett is statloned in Mississippi and gets over to Montgomery to see the -
folks occasionally. Pwvt. D. L. Floyd is with the Marine Corps "somewhere in
California.”

Cept. Frank Justin is Post Engineer at Fort Knox, Kentucky. = Paul R. Ebling
‘enlisted in the Navy after completing high school last spring. He is stationed
at Lawrence College, Appleton, Wisconsin and visits.the folks in Madison now and
then. Cpl. Wm. Staley Cheatem is with the ground forces of the Army Air Force
at one of the Texas bases.

Lt. Robert Surratt is a pilot in the Army Air Force. He.got his wings last
June and is ebout ready to fly across. Jack Ross has been in V/12 Training. He
has been commissioned an Ensign and is now d01ng radio work where he is stationed
at Treasure Island, San Francisco.

Pvt. Merritt Nielsem, son of -N. I., is an Artillery Wireman with General
Patch's Army. George R. Scott, son of G. A. Scott who is with the Army Air Force
has been stationed at Dayton, Ohio. S/Sgt. R, ¥, Logan, son of Leo Logan, clerk
in the Nebraska office has been in the Army for three years and is now a control
tower operator in England.

Keith Knutson, George's boy is probably on the high seas now since the last
message was that he was in California ready to ship out. Warren Beier who has
been stationed in Iceland on fire control work was back in Denver on furlough
recently. He expected to return to.Icelend, From H. C. R. we learn that Capt.
Haven Stewart is with the Army and stationed in. the Canal Zone.

G Coms Bems G S e — —tw e S Gt e ewm  — — —

Everyone will regret to hear that Marie Bormuth, wife of W. D. Bormuth has
passed away. Mrs. Bormuth succumbed after an extended illness while under.
treatment at Ames, Iowa. Burial took place at Ames.



A GUST FROM GIST

Montgomery, Ala. "I desire to acknowledge receipt of the Birthday Cerd
vhich the gang sent me from their meeting here last week. To.say that it
was appreciated is putting it mildly. I also enjoyed sitting in the meet-
ing, shaking hands with the boys, and listening to. their spoutings on
such deep subjects.

I worked in twelve States over a period of thirty years, from 1906 to

1336. 1In those dgys we had no assistents, and not until the last few years
not even a clerk. I started in a territory of four States and wound up in
one. My renge of operations ran from Kentucky to- Florida and from Texas
to Colorado, from cettle to cotton, from wheat to corn, from peanuts to
tobacco, and from sheep to hogs. In all that range I was unable to become
an expert in eny of the subjects, whereas now you are each an expert in some
line. You know an cxpert is one who knows cverything about something and
nothing about anything. I had to find out something about everything.

In my retirement I still do four things--eat, sleep, piay dominoes, and go
to church, none of which I had time to do well. in the old deys. I recommend
to the gang all four of these things besides doing what is to do officially.

Please say to 2ll the gang as you have the opportunity how much I appreci-
ated seeing them and how much I loved their remembrance of my birthday.
May they all have as many as I have end more, and may they be filled with .
as much pleasure. God be with you all 'till we meet again. Very faithfully
yours, (s) F. W. Gist."

— - S —— — —— — — - — —— ——— —— — —

BROXTON RETIRES

Bill Broxton, who was with us when the cold storage reports were issued
by the Division, retired as of November 30, 1944, Broxton had & farewell
get together at his office before he left and representatives from our Division
_presented him with a gift. The National Association of Refrigerated Ware-
houses gave him a banquet at the Stetler Hotel at which he was presented with
a $100 War Bond. Broxton retired after 22 years in Government service. Bill
has purchased a small farm in South Deerfield, liassachusetts to keep him busy
in retirement. :
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LEAN BACK AND RELAX

Time passes for most people in a number of ways, but for editors of Agstat
Yotes in just one way -- namely, fast. In truth, those good intentions expressed
in the last issue eroded like a Georgia gully (no plug, to be giure!) would from a
ten-inch rain. Bold faced, we could offer numerovs reasons. Probably none of them
would be logical, a few wonld border the fantastic, and none would be acceptable.
So, let's skip the formalities and hope for better results in the future,

The stirring events which have rocked the world since the last issue went to
press, have been a source of great joy and expectatlon for everyone in the Division,
Joy, because the gigantic global war was ended; so also, the death, destruction,
misery and suffering, the extent of which was never 'before endured by mankind.
Expectation, because peace means that members of the Division, husbands, sons,
danghters, relatives and friends will be coming back -home again. Emotmns are
tempered by the sad realization that some will not return, Sorrows occasioned by
the loss of those who paid the full price in patriotic duty will blur happiness in
revnion and peace, Though the sacrifices in himan life and resources were great,
thankful we shovld be that they were no greater., Thankful we should be that this
Nation possessed and prodrced a preponderance of overwhelming power. May God grant
that. this power be directed in pursuit of justice and a lasting peace.

There are many members of the Division in the Armed services from whom little
or nothing has been heard. Mostly, information on their whereabouts consists of an
A.P.0, nmmber or a casnal reference, "Last I heard, he was somewhere in —-------- M
We wonder if copies of earlier Agstat Totes have reached all of them. Each State
office should make it a point to see that this copy reaches everyone who has entered
the service from that office, This issne will be particularly important because it
contains a message from YP.L.K," that concerns each and everyone of them. It will
be of vital interest since it tonches on one guestion that is vppermost in their
minds. Please malke it a point to contact the service mea and women, and follow
shrovgh!

No doubt, demobilization will make the task of locating owr members more

difficult, but leave no stone unturned in your efforts to contact them and get a
copy of Agstat Notes in their hands.
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The editors prepare this issme in hopes that all of yon will receive it on
yorr way back home or will get it handed to you over a desk back in the Division,
We take the opportvnity to extend our welcome, "glad to see you back!"

e want to take this opportunity to express appreciation to Clarence Parker,
“om Kuzelka, Glenn Casey, and R, J. Jennings for their contribvtions to this issue.
We are grateful, too, for the generous assistance of Ann Swetman, Fay Cnrry, Marion
Bailey, KHelen Jordan, Bertha Brewer, Mary Beavers, Zella Murry, and sthers who had
their part in bringing these notes to press.

The Fditors,
A, V., Nordaquist
H. R, Walker

MANPOWER: SUPPLY AND DEMAND
By Paul L. Koenig 1/

Greetings!

Now that hostilities have ceased and demobilization is under way, we in the
Division are anxious for your return, I want to give you my personal assurance
that a job is waiting for you. Get in tomch with us just as soon as you know the
date you will be discharged and available. All we will then need is a photostatic
copy of your discharge papers to start immediate action. You all know, I believe,
that wnless you do not plan to return to the Division or Bureau, you must advise
us of your desire to return within 9C days after the date of your discharge. I am
not in a position, nor is this tke appropriate time, to tell you exactly what job
you will have or where you will be'assigned. In order to avoid wnnecessary delay
in restoring discharged service personnél to the Division's rolls, we will generally
find it simplest and gnickest to start the returring employee back to work in the
location and position he left. Any further developments, then, can be taken up from
that point later, Be assured, however, - that your hopes and desires will be con-
sidered and weighed carefully, conditioned only by the policies and needs of the
Division.

I have hopes that, when ovr manpower prodlem eases,'the policies which have
always proven so successful and effective in developing and training competent .
specialists in our field of work can be put into full effect once again. It has
been generally recognized that men who receive their training in.our Division
acquire qualities, knowledge and experience that make them especielly valuable not
only to other agencies in the Department but also to other Departments in the
Government and to private industry. ‘

At present we are not in a position to speed vp_discharges. There 1s no
nachinery in the Government set up to handle special cases. Military discharge
~clicies change continuously and rapidly. As men are released, it becomes increas-—
1azly difficult to justify special considerations aside and apart from the discharge
wolicies the military establishments have in effect at the moment.

Recently, I sent each cne of you a Bureav memorandum on the subject of re-
adjustments in employment which inclvded five agnestions having a bearing on your
retvrn to ronr job in the Division. You are urged to send back the form Jjnst -as
soon as yov possibly can. You should realize that you will not be bound by your
ansvers, and you will be free to change or qualify them later as you see fit. We
krow that those of you who are many miles from home will need to review your plans
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in light of the circimstances you face on returning home., Nevertheless, your best
answers to those gnestions now will be of immense help to us in making plans for
the future,

Hay I take this opportnnity to express our pride in the’ accomplishments of
our members in the armed servicés, who had théir part in this conntry's great
victory. We eagerly await your return and wish you & speedy journey home,

Yours for an early reinstatement to civilian status,

*4’:342?’«?7‘:9;7<}xi/(Cx4¢

1/ Pavl L, Koenig is Head Statistician Division of Agricultural Statistics,
B.A.E., U.S.D.A,

WEW RECKUITS IN SERVICE

The following list shows the new appointments to the professional staff
since the last issue of Agstat Notes. The Divigion acquired 7 new "rookies", and
two returning servicemen. The books are in thé black for a change as only 5 resig-
nations are recorded, ' ‘ ' "

Date of

Name Ah“ intmen! Place sent .Grade
Roy V. Bass _ 3/1/45 Lovisiana - P-1
Norman Horrall 3/13/45 Indiana ‘P-2
H, N, Hadley . 5/1j45 Wasnington P-2
W, G, Hill 1/ 6/7/45 Kansas | P-3
B, R. Ross 1/ 5/21/45 N, Carolina P-2
Francis E, McVay. 7]/30/45 N, -Garolina P-2 -

' ' ' - Laboratory

M. R, Olsen 8/1/45 - *S. Dakota P-1
Carl E, Scott 2/ 10/30/45 - N. Carolina P-2
R, P. Christeson 2/ 7/20/45 Wew Méxicod P-2
W¥m, B. Hudson 2] 3/1/45 Arkansas P-2

1/ Reinstatenment. ,
2/ Previously a collaborator.

-In the-abbve list Eill and Ross formerly of Texas and Alabama, respectively,
were reinstated on the rolls. Colladborators Scott, Werth: Carsolina, and Christeson
and Hudson, Arkansas, received apoointments as agricultural statisticians,

" The follcwing men et ther transferred or tendered resignetions: Jay G.

Diz=mond, Montena; Frank Merrill, Idaho; John F. Steffan, Alabama; Albert Dawis,
Chio and T, L, Canada, Kertucky.
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CHANGES IX ASSIGIIEZNIS

The shifts in formation are not as complicated 2s some of the intricate com-
hinations of moves made by Koenig in the past, But if you haven't kept the map
*p-to-date you are hopelessly lost. If you have, get it owt and make the following
roves. It beats checkers, because there is no limit on the snccession or direction
‘of the moves, nor on the length of the jump.

X P From To Date Grade
J. R, Garrett Indiana Michigan 4/5/45 P-1
Paul Wallrabenstein  VWest .Virginia D. C. 6/1/45 P-4
D. H, Foster Chicago Kansas 6/1/45 P-4
R. H. Sutherland New Mexico Louisiana 8/1/45 P-2
P. J. Creer Ttah Montana - 8/1/46 P-4
Frank Taylor D. C. Kentucky 8/26/45 P-4
W, A, Hendricks Yorth Caroline D. C, 8/12/45 P-6

Laboratory
Henry L. Rasor D. C. Texas 9/9/45 P-5
Henry G. Brown Lovisiana D. C. 9/23/15 P-4

Glenn E. Casey Montana D.C, 10/7/45 P-3
Cecil Smith Yashington Idsho 10/14/45 P-2
John J. Morgan Yorth Carolina D. C. - 10/25/45 P-5

Paul Wallrabenstein moved to Washington, D, C., where he is assigned to the
Tarm Labor Unit of -the Price Section, One of his first accomplishments was a publi-
sation bringing together all information on farm wage ceilings.

To alleviate almost a chronic case of manpower shortage that has persisted
for some time in the Kansas office, D. H. Foster of the Chicago Dairy Office and
W. J.. Hill, former Texas livestock statistician, now reinstated, were sent to
Topeka.

Since 1944 the Montana office has had an almost complete change in tgch@ical
nersonnel, Jay Diamond recently transferred to the State Department to accept &
~“oreign assignment in Germany or some other European country. Vandershaf was
transferred to Arizona and Glenn Casey, who returned to the Montana office after
beiang discharged from the Navy, is now attached to the Daivy Section in D, C,
Presion J. Creer moved from Utah to take charge of the Montana office., "Pres" had
an early start there under Diamond back in the early thirties. W. G. Lee was.
routed into the Montana office from Idaho.

) Frank Merrill bought a farm in Oregon and resigned from the Idaho office to
become its operator. Cecil Smith was moved from Seattle to fill the spot vacated -
b; Herrill. The change in altitude, food, or perhaps the excitement, may have
precipitated an attack of appendicitis as Cecil wound wp in a Boise hospital almost
iznediately and had to wndergo an operation,

After playing pinch-hitter for several months, Frank Taylor was assigned to
the Kentucky office. Frank was detailed to the Kansas and Pennsylvania offices to
h21p out in‘the pinches and between hops gave Royston a 1lift in the Fruit and Truck
vrop Section,

Walter A. Hendricks buttoned wp our "lab¥ in North Carolina, turned the keys
over to McVay and transferred bag and baggage to the D, C., office, where he is now
in charge of Methodology and Research, DNeedless to say, the D, C. office is glad
;0 have him back where he will be right handy for consultation and handling techni-

.-al matters., For the present he hangs his hat in Room 2445 where it is reasonably
saf2 under the watchful eyes of Catherine Upten.
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, One of the most recent moves involved Eenry Rasor, who was transferred to
Texag. 'mndowbtedly, Rasor's presenge there will give that vainglorious State a few
more things to brag about. One, to wit: ' Texas statisticians vsnally have at least
3 year's experience as head of the Division's Cotton Section, Moving into‘the spot
vacated by Rasor is J. J. (Jack) Morgan, North Carolina, who can be expected to
give a good accomt of himself and of King. Cotton, too,

When Henry Brown left Lonisiana for D. C,, Koenig moved Swtherland to
Lovisiana and Christeson left Arkansas to fill the vacancy in New Mexica. Henry is
now assigned to the Crain Section and has been lending a hand in Trnck drops, too.
Garrett, who received early training under Miner Justin was shifted to Michigan to
‘ill a vacancy in that office,

JOHN B. SHEPARD DIES

Members of the Division and a host of associates and friends in the Depart-
nent and all over the comntry were shocked to hear of the sudden passing of
John B, Shepard, He died May 1, 1945 following an operation at Emergency Hospital
in Washington, D. C.

"Shep", as he wvas known to all-in the Division, made many notable contridbu-
tions to agricnltural research in general, and agricultural statistice in parti-
cvlar, His was a brilliant and fertile mind, full of originality, intent on exhaus-
tive investigations, and. tireless in search of truth. Back of his scientific
attitude lay years of practical experience in agriculture. . This somehow always
tempered his'deep probings into the realmg of the unknown and untried, and kept his
logic ‘sovnd, his directions stra.ight He was the first to promote the sample census
idea, the em'bryo of -the modern "Master Sample." Under his guidance was developed
the Crop Reporting Board's indices of prodnction, yield and acreage. In his search
for composites,‘he’ originated fcondition of ell crops™ and "feed crop production as
a percent of normal.". His boundless energy in striving for composites encouraged’
expa.nsion of ‘the crop estimating program to cover more and more crops, and to pro- '
vide estimates for & longer series of yea.re. : "Shep piocneered the development and
cxpansion in milk prodwction and milk utilization statistlcs. He developed studi.ea
on hoy and feed supplies and disappearance per animgl vnit, and composites .on pro-
duction of livestock and livestock products,

"Shep" was forever fascinated by the studies of factors affecting yields of
the different crops. This was an endless task for him as he tested the effects on
vield of rainfall, temperatures. ‘sunshine, fertilizer, improved varieties and so on,
and the different. combinations of these factors,, - Crop after crop came in for
inspection. None escaped, no matter how small or how unimportant. His studies
moved from over-all U, S. averages, into Regions,. into. grovps of States, and even
into- States and areas within States., ' These’ stud.xes formed the ’ba:ckgronnd of his.
very popular articles, "Prospective Crop Yields"-appearing in the Agricultural -
Situation each year since 1943, - '

His keen judgment and intimate knowledge of agricnltural conditions put him
among the top agricmltural economic analysts in the country. In testimony are his
articles, "Let's Talk Abont Price Ceilirgs," ‘published in Marketing Activities
December 1941, ™A Plan for Solving our War-Time Food Problems" in the same publi-
sation, February 1942, One of his most recent ar‘cicles never published, carried
a first.title "Button, Bntton, Whose Got the Red Pomts" which he flnally changed

to "Whom Are We Ratlomng?" : Thls art1cle revealed -some  startling truths on who
bYore the brunt of rationing control Man.v of "Shep's" stndieg were published in
earlier issues of "Dairy Prodwction.?
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Shepard's pennit system, "a new food yardstick," attracted the interest of
. many individuals. He made intensive studies on the relative costs of the vitamins
in different foods based on their respective price and vitamin content. Typical
of his adventuresome, scientific nature were the experiments he conducted on his
own farm with edible soybeans. He grew edible soys, and cooked, parched and pre-
pared them in different ways. He ate them and handed samples to his friends to
taste.

Under the burden of his many projects, his responsibility for integrating
the crop situation each month, and his chores as the operator of a ranch-sized
laryland farm, ."Shep" never lost his keer sense of humor, Uhen the occasion arose,
ne was quick to inject a sparkle of wit.  His after-dinner talks were full of meat
and spiced with entertainment., BHe loved his work, the Division and the people in
it. And the Division and its people loved him.

F, E. FINLEY

All were shocked to receive notice of the death of Frank E. Finley on the
morning of October 10. The "end of the trail" came for Frank less than one month
.after his 48th birthday. He was born in Calhoun County, Texas, on September 12,
1897. He graduated from high school at Katy, Texas, and attended business college
in Houston, On May 1, 1918, he entered the Division as a clerk in the Texas
office, then at Houston. From this position he rose rapidly to become Assistant
Statistician in 1926, Associate in 1930, Agricultural Statistician in 1935, and
Senior in 1942, which position he held at the time of his passing.

All of his Government service was in this Division, : Except for a period in
1926 and another from July 1928 to March 1930, he was assigned to the Texas office.
Frank always creditably carried out any assignment that. was given.him, whether it
concerned rice, cotton, or livestock and whether it was at the home office or
afield. His handling of the unique Texas report on livestock shipments was par-
ticularly outstanding. We can but agree with Virgil Childs when he says,
"Mr. Finley has been an integral part of this office for over 27 years.  The office.
was his 1ife and He was much the life of ;the office, Needless to say, we shall
miss him dreadfully for a long time," :

IDELTA W, TREDYVAY

Miss Idella W, Tredway, better imown as "Tredy" to her many friends ‘in ‘the
ashington and field offices of the Division, suffered a cerebral hemorrhage on
July 15 and passed away the following morning at 1:30 a.m., IMiss Tredway, who had
been in Government service approximately 27 years prior to her death at the age of
63, came to Agricultural Statistics on July 21, 1930,. Since that time She handled
the procurement and property work in the Operations office. The Division .sincerely
rourns her loss.

PAUL KIRK RETIRES

After 36 years in service, Paul H., Kirk, Minnesoia. Statistician in charge,
retired from active duty =ffective November 1, 1945. .In recognltlon of his long,
valuable service, officials of the Minnesota State Depa.rtment of A.griculture gave
& banquet in his honor., Over 100 friends and adm;rers attended the event, which
was held at the. Athletic Club on October 29, 1945, Min"esota s Governor and
Mrs. Thye were among those present. Hr. D.” A. wiiliams, Minnesota Farm Bureau
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Teceration, acted as Toastmaster. Amcng the speakers were Paul L. Koenig and
2, K. Smith from the "Jashington office, A. Ju Surratt, Illinois, and Nat C. lurray,
“ormer chairman of ‘the Crop Reporting Board and private crop forecaster.

This was an occasion for remembering tb,e -good old days.',- Kirk took charge in
Minnesota in 1922.. He had been -the field agent for the Northern hard red spring
wheat States prior to that time. ' State cooperation began when Kirk moved to
“t. Paul,. lr. Holmberg, who was Commissioner of Agriculture for Minnesota at that
sime, attended the banq_uet and was -one .of the speakers, In8identally, ¥at Murray
ras one of the big guns in the old Bureau of Markets back in those -days. Murray

ore than stressed his State of origin as Ohio after the Minnesota team lost its :
2me with Ohio State on the prewions Saturday.

Mrs. Kirk and son and daughter, Lester and Ruth, also attended the function,_
A-side 1ight on the affair was an incident that took place in the Kirk home prior
to the, event. Lester wasg informmg his mother that the dinner was to be a big .
event with over 100 people expected to be there. - MNrs. Kirk exclaimed in surprise,
"dver 100 people! Vhy, I didn't. think Paul had that many: friends!"®

Dick Smith, on behalf of tho Washington Staff of tha Division, presented
Kirk with a Bertram pipe; a streamlined tobacco pouch, the 1945 Minnesota tobacco
crop consisting of one package of Edgeworth,-a wailet and a key container.
A. J. Surratt presented him with a portfolio ‘of letters from co-workers in the
Division.. Another portfolio of letters from Minnesota crop.reporters. was tendered
by the I'innesota force.who had advlsed reporters that -Kirk was retiring this year.
This was a heart-warmlng tribute.that will 2lways, 'be cheri.shed; by the ."Deacon,®
The role Paul played in developing Crop:. statj,sxatcs v[as ;pra.ised by Paul. Foenig and
by Re A, Trovatten. State Commissipner..of. Agriculiure.

Kirk was one of the ""rog, .&stmates" piongers.. - :He.devored .much time.and .
energy to:. developmg the State -Farm Census. EHe spw 1n 1'(,‘ the fundamental bases -
for accurate State estimates. =.nd for meeting the growing demand for county data.
He was a :great devcloper of -cneck.. data. - ‘Tothmg would please. him. more-than to see
ﬂroductlon estimatcs borue- out -by:-shipment recoxds .or mill door .or market receipts.
’!othm g would -diss b him more,-than to have his check data indicate his. nroduotipn

estimates- were wrong. -

Minnesota newspa.pérs had a field day lauding Kirk and the Minnesota Crop
eporting Service. ‘Stories were flavored with pictures of Kirk and Roy Bodin, who
500k charge of the Minnesota office on Kirk's retirement.

.JAY . DIAMOND TRAL\SFLRS.TD STATE DEPARTMENT ...

In September the Divisioa: -_loq one. of 1ts truly out standing men .- Jay G.
Diamond ~ vhecin, = 3 am' se 4 he Tha °ta,te _Ti:ua"“,m,n* to do c&i;rultural -work in’
Germany. He entore t‘.-".e ..")f,pﬂu ernt of Ag,m.c'u.ila 9. "9.L‘~ wilk the 'Heauhar Bureau
a2 Helena, ionwn».. Ir. 1617 he answered the ¢ali’ of his couat ry exd served in the
.rmy in World YWar I, -Iu 1919 he joined Crdp Estimates~and fox the past 21 years

he has been in churge of the Montana office. His name is a houselcld word in every
county and town of Montana. His wide knowledge of agriculture, economics and
statistics combizned -with his natural ability for writing and public speaking made
him one of the Division's most valuable men, These talents will enable him to per-
Torm well the hard tasks he faces in Europe. His dynamic and colorful personality
vill bve remembered long by all of us. As a raconteur he is unexcelled as those of
us who have heara him at conferences, banquets and meetings can testify., DMany of
his stories have Lecome legend among his associates. Should anyone wish to write
Jay, Just address him in care of Kr. Koenig and your letters will be forwarded.
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¥o man ever worked for Jay - rather his assistants worked with him, as
*anior partners. He always prided himself on this arrangement and the men who have
‘served their apprenticeship days under Jay's expert tutelage all appreciate the
‘ree hand and fineé training he gave them. - His writings and studies on economic,
statistical, and agricultural topics are numerous. ~ Many have been published in
professional magazines and journals. His poetic talents are considerable. . Ve
refer you to his version of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. Some of his outstanding
professional papers are:- "New Grass on Economic Pastures"; "Whose Business is
Tarming, After A11"; "The How and Why of Agricultural Statistics"; "The Relation-
ship Between Precipitation in Certain Months and Yields of Spring Wheat .in Montana."
Through the monthly newsletter,. 'The Maverick," he kept in personal touch with
fiontana crop ‘reporters and in this paper he expressed much of his philosophy. We
refer you to the issue entitleéd, "Give a Man a Horse.......He Can Ride." His con-
tribution to techniques and methods used in the Division are many. Ee was one of
the first to arrange a weekly crop - weather report. " After many years' effort he
nas added Montana to the list of States that have State cooperation, Often he has
sorved as consultant to the Bureau of the Census for the Agricultural Census.

WHAT'S COOKING? "

" 0, -G, Carpenter -is collaborating with the Farm Management Division.in a re-
leasé on M"Methods of -Harvesting Hay."  The basic data were obtained on the February
General Schedule. ****¢ The new procedure on the General Crop and Acreage Reports
{s working smoothly. Even though Computing Section is.-short on help, computation
sheets are completed by the time members are ready for commodity review, ***¥ John
Marsh will sponsor a CRP on adjusting reported condition. The technique corrects
for bias brought about by excessive succulence or intensive drought. It involves
2 new use of pasture condition and applies to many crops in States that normally
save a wide variation in rainfall during the growing season. * ** TIook on page 49
»f look magazine, November 13 issue. July Board members are scriously competing
sith Van Johnson. This was Secretary Anderson's #irst time fc~ vigning a Crop
leport. *#+*» Reviewers goirg ¢t this fall on acreage review will have to handle a
pattery of new work sheets and 5 aumber of revircd ones. All crop sections have
studied -forms with an eye to bziter adaptability and uniformity.

LAST MINUTE NOTE: We have just received word that a conference com-
mittee of the House aud Senate approved a bdill that pro:ides a lump
sum payment for accrued or terminal leave of returning -sierans who
enter or re-emter uU. £. Lovernment-service.  This bill, if finally
approved and signed by the President, would permit an ermployee to
return to work immediately without taking terminal leave.

T
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L-1-ST-E-N-IXN-G I-N i

CUPID EITS THE BULL'S EYE!

From usually reliable sources (the Tennessee office in this instance) comes
word that G. D. Collins, ‘staunch advocate of single bliss, has repudiated all claims
0 freedom by granting a half interest in . the Collins' name to Miss Hazel R.

wearingen. Eazel Tollins is a sister of Mrs. Slinkard, conptometer operator in
5he Tennessee office, a.nd has been employed as & personnel clerk in the AAA office
at Nashville. Her home is in Orlinda, Tennessee. The Collins' honeymooned in
Chicago. The trip was made by air -- in keeping with the couple's state of mind!
All of the friends and assoclates in the Division will no doubt join us in extending
congratulations and best wishes for the futures

‘THE BODIN'S NOW HAVE THREZ! -

R, K. Smith advised that Mr. and Mrs. Bodin, Minnesota, announced the
arrival of a baby boy on June 23rd.  The rew addition brings the Bodin offspring
50 a total of three and will mean.fiye pla'ces at-the table, compared with a long-
time average of four. While this auspicious event caused no end to muscle flexing
and chest expansion on Roy's. .part, some evidgnce of disappointment was noticeable
in the 4th wing cérridor with a few of the grain, fruit and-truck crop boys*going -
around nrum'blmg something about "see-gars."

. CORN' COMMENTS.:.

A state’of great anxfety ‘gripped lowa, as the populace watched.the corn. crop
in a deadly race against frost. So impressive was the situation that it has been
an inspiration to the literary talents .of lLeslie ‘Carl. -Quote .Carl,-in the July °
comments "——if an early frost should come, lowa corn fields will stink like an old
kraut barrel." In September, after a fitting description of Iowa weather in which
jay temperatures had been up to 102 degrees but nights as low as 40 degrees, he
1dded, F'Ivlorals Corn should not stay out all night'" '

Meanwhile, the Virginia.corn crop a.ssumed. such bumper prospects that its
similarity to Corn Belt corn startled Joe Ewing. - Be exhausted a healthy supply of
superlatives and then cited a reporter who could stand in a corn.field and touch
‘14 ears from one spot: Comments from the Board reviewers intimated that Virginia

. farmers have awfully long arms or are awfully big liars!

STATISTICAL INTERPRETATIONS AWD ANWALYSES

The job of editing and reviewing the great number of reports from farmers
and reading their comments isn't always the uninteresting, monotonous job one might
believe. Often we run across something like Jay Diamond did in Montana. In:
Diamond's own style, we quote:

Here is our best Christmas story ~-~ typically Montanan. e
have a reporter in western Montana to whom we sent a winter
wheat and rye release. BHe thought it was a questionnaire and
wrote in above our table of figures for winter wheat and rye

* the word "None." Then he enclosed a note telling us, what he .
did raise., Verbatim it was:
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I only rave 50 ackarse I am raising sbads 9 alialfa
6 ackars ods and fruds and wadsabels,

This is our legend:

" Yhen' Fiﬁk,. California, was in for theJune. 'Repqrt,, the fol
received in Washington from Scott: ‘

Acbars..............................Aéres. also ‘acars
sbads.....“‘............‘0.."..spuds.O.....POtatoes

Alfalfa.-.....-.a...-.....You gu.essed ri@t..oAlfalf&
03S+.qecseeeeseecsssss..Would you have guessed..Oats?
FrudS..ccecececcscsaconcascncs eieececeneannn ..Fruits -

“adsabels...The best yet we have heard for vegetables.

From Bad to Verse

When winter sets in hard he sells
Iots of fruds and wadsabels

Every day to town in loads

Go his sbads and-Victory ods.

WAS EE EMBARRASSED?

PAUL L. KOENIG, BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS WASH IC

lowing wire was

PLEASE REIAY FOLLOWING RENO WIRE TO FINK. QUOTE HAVE MET MY IDEAL,
MARRIED SAILOR RENO YESTERDAY. - LEFT JEWEIRY MIXIE'S PLACE AND PAWN
TICKETS CLERK YOUR HOTEL. KEEPING STONE REMEMBRANCE. IOVE. ROSIE

UNQUOTE

GEORGE

Tink was kept busy, blushingly trying to explain away Rosie!.

"It 's the new objective method of. o : Z;"ﬁ,,- 1:“:—3‘ '
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WHAT TEEY ARE DOING

e are passing along what we hear atout the men and women in the armed
services. As mentioned previously, we haven't much dope on some of them. Unfor-
tunately, space will not permit giving the details of the experiences about which
they write, but we shall pack as much information in these notes as possible,

Back in'the States, wearing the maple leaf of a Major, is former Capt. Glenn
Simpson. He was on board a: invasion ship, apparently headed for the Jap homeland,
shen V-J Day came.’ A mid-ocs2n c¢ranafer put Lim on a ship bound for home., After
terminal leave, Glenn expects to resuwse his ¢atiea in the Division.

Back in civilian garb, decorated with the old work harness, we find ex-Lt.
sohm C. Scholls of the Navy, He clwiared demobilization hurdles and landed in the
Special Crops Section with John laa*’ah.

Dick Harilton is cut hecme in '\Tov'th Dnlmta ca.tching up on all the pheasant
and duck hunting he missed while he wai: ia the Arny. Hamilton has been discharged,
but has not madi: up his mind to retum ,vs' th.. Zivision as yet. He wanis to look
around with an' eye to horticuliural work Lefore reaching a decision.

VYhen Pfc. 'Clarence Vhite breszed through the- Washicgton office on his vay
from the 'F"L‘"'ope'-lf Yheatzre $0 1l1lincie, he atAsted a mezker of the stenographic
pool, muca to the chagrin of eviryece. We wste glad %0 see (larznce zome back,
but regretted tc see hiu abscord with the crirning and efficient Kuth White. Of
course, Ruth being his wife mey huwe had somzthing to do with it. Incidentally,
clarence had beer decorated wi‘h ths Purpie Heart. He is now at Fort Leonard Wood
patiently awaiting imminent release.

Captain George Harrell is still sponsoring POW's at Camp Monmouth., He's
slated for an escort excursion to Italy, and then expects to ha discharged.
Harrell called at the YWashington office recently.

.Bob'lvfemmer, former Sea Bee, is now working in Oper_at'iqns under Bill Evans.
He was with-the Division of Farm Population, BAE, before entering the Navy,

Lloyd Hale came back to his 0ld job as clerk in the Alabama office. - John
Clugston is expecting a discharge any day now, and will resume his’ ‘duties in ‘the
Yew Jersey office.

Adela.:Lde Walsh who left the New York office to join the »IAC is ’back ‘at her
o1d job., Word finally has been received from ex-messenger Paunette Fryar, who is
soon to be discharged and will report to the Yashington office.

Bob Overton, according to Leslie Carl, has spent quite a lot of time in the
Mindanao area of the Phillipines where he was in charge ¢f construction work on a
rad.o station, On August 17 he was all set to move to Japar and probably is there
now. Carl said Bob wanted his spittoon shined and desk polished as he 1ntended to

use those essentials sometime next spring.

Logan Schutz was last spotted in "fascinating, filthy" China, detailed to
cerve on General Wedemeyer's staff. Logan said his dad, E. H., was practicing
Tarming in his huge yard at. Glendale, Callfornla and making it pay, too.

.. Major R E. Vickery joined the Ninth Army as executive officer of a tank
battalion last February. His outfit fough% to the Rhine, then helped clean up the -
Fuhr, From there they drove through sporadic fighting to the Elbe., About V-E Day
he went intc kilitary Government as a Food and Agricultural Officer - the only
agricultural statistician in the group. He has been getting information on the
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Zerman Crop Reporting service for his’commanding officer with the idea of starting
the operations of the German statistical services again. Vickery saw Merritt
Tielsen near Kaiserslautern. Germany. Merritt was getting along fine,-

George Harvey, after reading the last issue of Agstat Notes, thought some
improvements in a pin-up sort of a way that he claimed was a sure-chinch morale
builder for the men in the services. Deuce of it is, we doubt if we can get by
with George's ideas of things after what happened to Esquire, For an illustration
George sent in copies of "The Zaniah Press™ which have been circulating around the
Division quarters i1ike a bunch of French post cards or like Clarence Parker's
telling of Carl Schiller's Jjokes, :

Lt. Col. Henry M. Taylor has returned to the unived States from Manila,
Zenry took to the soil even in the Philippines, He secured some seed and started
a garden in what the natives called the wrong season of the year. Wkether or not
Zenry reaped his harvest is not known as yet. He has been convalescing at Walter
Reed Hospital in Washington, D. C. and is now home in Richmond, Virginia, He will
return periodically to Walter Reed for treatment of an infection, and will proba.bly
¢ back in the Division sometime after the first of the year.

Roger Hale received an announcement of the marriage of Betty Julia Noore to
‘irst Lt. Elmer Clyde Wattenbarger. The wedding took place May 9, 1945 at Sumpter,
South Carolina.

It, 'Milliam E. (Billy) Herman has been missing in action since March. The
Liberator he piloted went down over Austria vhile on a bombing mission from Italy
to Germany. Some mcmbers of the crew who parachuted to safety have been in touch
«rith Mrs. Herman (the former Jule Humble, Truck Crop Section). She and her dbaby
boy are now in Towa.

An interesting letter to Don Wilson came from Opl. Lennard.W. Orvold while
he was with the 3rd Army in the big'drive in Germany. Orvold 'said the "points of -
interest were Metz, Aachen (Alsace), Gros Rediching, Libramont, St. Hubert,
nasionge, Houffalye, Schoenberg, St. Vith, and a lot of little ~-='that don't make

wo lines’of print but hurt a lot of people.". As we go to press, word comes that
Drvold is back in the States spending some furlough in Faribault, Minnesota.

It. Joe D. Herman's mail began to catch up with him in eastern India where
he was assigned to the Tenth Weather Squadron. He stated living conditions were
surprisingly good and went on to add that he was living in barracks, eating good
food and had a good place to work. This was very mich appreciated after a spell
of tent 1ifé and munching on- C and X ratlons. -

Capt. Worman L. Smith, who has been in the South Pacific War Zone for over
S vears, has been awarded the’ Pu.rple Heart for wounds received in action. He was
expecting to rejoin his outfit as soon as he was released from the hospital, -

From the Minnesota office we learn that Pfc. Erling C. Carlson is in the .
Philippines and expects to be discharged by the first of the year. Lt. Bryon
“eterson, who had been stationed in Italy, is back in Minnesota. He attended the
2ig doings for Paul Kirk and e@ects to reJoin the Division in mid—Decem‘ber.

C. J. Borum adv1sed us several months ago that It. G, A. Swanson was com- -
uunications officer on a destroyer and that Sgt. Charles K. Wood was with a
refrigeration unit in Yew Guinea. That we presune, would be one of ‘thé best jobe
in iacArthur's Army.
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.The last message from Sgt. Wilson oodroyw came in September. After
no word for several. months, he suddenly shovs up in Guam. Woodrow hasn't
found much of interest in the Marianas. DMostly military installations
there with a ration of six cans of beer per week and a few cokes.

Capt. Gene Poggemeyer, former WAE clerk in the Kansas office, has’
been in most of the ‘major campaigns. in the Pa¢ific, He wrote from Iwo
Jima after the battle there and said "It has been ‘anything but a picnic
and we 're all glad that it 's over." The engineers had tapped a sulphur
spring to provide a weéldome shower, and meat and eggs were on the menu
after 20 days of "C" rations,

It. (j.g.) Oakley Frost is now stationed ia the Philippine Islands
“as a communiecations officer.. Oakley is on Samar and recentIy saw-
Ens. Henderson. He advised that since V-J Day there wasn't much to do -
and he would like to bé heading for home. .

T. C. M. Robinson.is now attached to Nilitary Government. The last
time we saw him he was’ headed for Charlottesville where he expected to .
take some training courses. -

The March issue inadvertently overlooked listing Miss Marguerite .
Duncan, clerk in the Kentucky office who joined the WAC :in September 1944.

‘With 36.5 points .(not rounded 'in accordance with standard price
procedure) as of Séptember 1, Francis V. Graham, Y 2¢, is sweating it out
in Leyte with the 7th Fleet (Flag) land base anxiously awaiting an accu-
mulation of 44 points which will mean a discharge for him. He is in
communications and recently assigned to work with an offzcer-stat:.stician
on a time study in connection with routing and delivery of messages.
Graham has been able to do a little sight-seeing in Manila. On a recent
tour he visited the presidential palace, sat at the fine desk for a
moment, and noted that the reference books at hand included one on statis-
tical methods, agricultural economics and a volume on agriculture from .
the 1920 U. S. Census. Only a few bullet holes were noted in the beauti- -
ful building which came through the siege undamaged.

A Geodetic Computer in the Survey Platoon by the name of T/Sgt.
Thomas L. Stuart dropped a note from Sendai, Honshu, Japan, Tommy's job
is computing geographlic positions and azimuths from horizontal angles
and from star and solar observations. This nice-if-you-can-pronounce-it
work is used in map making and for field artillery control. Tommy's best
guess is that he will be out by January 1. ‘ : '

Dele McCarty's last letter from Guam dated September 15 stated
that he thought he might be getting out shortly after the first of the
years

S/Sgt. Ermett Hannawald is back from Alaska and stationed at Camp
Bowie, Texas with the Hq. Detachment, 7th Hq. & Hq. Det. That may be a
formula or it may be double-talk. Anyway Emmett can explain it all after
the first of January when he thinks he will be shedding the khaki,

Ens. Jim Koepper was in the Philippine area when last accounted
for. He has been Executive Officer aboard an IST since last April.
Koepper saw a lot of action in the Philippines and was in the Lingayen
and Leyte campaigns. He saw Al Finkner on three or four occasions since
last November.
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. Russell Handy has arrived back in the States. He was routed to
Camp Shelby and later to Camp Harrison, Indiana. Handy got in touch
with D. O. Boster but could not give an inkling on when he would be
discharged.

Major Michael B. Regan dropped in on the Washington staff about 2
months agp. He is stationed in Birmingham, Alabama, with the Army .
Replacement and School Command doing work in ‘connection with assignment
and classification of military personnel', and expects to be released
about January l. . ‘

Pallesen had a letter from Capt. John W. Kirkbride who is
stationed with the grass skirts in Oahu. Wally is chief personnel
officer and Asst. Adjutant General at Headquarters Replacement Training
- Command which supplied army replacements for -the Pacific operationss -
Ee should be back -in the States soon after January 1.

McCauley's last letter from Great Iakes Naval Training Station
was concerned entirely with trying to fathom the net amount shown on
his last pay check, Don't feel dumb, Mac. Betty Weakley is still
trying to convince Pallesen and some of tLe rest of us that we're not
being gyped. :

A letter from M/Sgt. T, R. Doyle informed us that he had just
crossed the "hump" from China to India, and was now waiting for a boat
to take him home. Says he, "Hurrah, they turned me loose!" He expects
it will be 2 months yet before he lands in the U. S. A.
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Carl-J. Bokina - Army Air Force - Boston, Mass.

Herbert 0. Shaw - Army - Oklahoma City, Okla. . e

Two members of the Division staff will never return to.their duties. They
fell in the service of their country, having given that "last full measure of
devotion." Those of us whose families are intact reaiiZe that these who gave
their all for their country gave to others life and a happy future. We extend
our deepest sympathy, and while we never can know the heartache, neither can we
experience that full, deep feeling that glows out of the love of their families,
the pride of their friends and the respect of their communities. God grant their
supreme sacrifice shall be justified by a better world to live in!

Carl Bokina entered the air force on March 25, 1942, going from the New
England office at Boston. As a fighter pilot he was accidentally killed in
larch 1945, while testing a plane over England.

Herbert A. Shaw, of the Oklahoma office, was enlisted in the Army June 23,

1942, Ee vas killed in action on ‘the German front April 7, 1945,
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William C. Bisson (Army) - Husband of Mrs. W. C. Bisson (Georgia)
Walter Shepard (Army) - Son of John B. Shepard (Wash., D. C:)

Garland Taylor (Army) - Son of Frank Taylor (Wash., D. C.)

Gold Stars appear on home service flags for these three members of

Division families, who have given the “iast full measure of devotion."

It is but poor consolation that whefe there is conflict there must be
death and that some must fall that others may live. Some of these boys
may have died under more glorious circumstences than others, but each
gave his all, his life for his country. We, whose friends are safe and
femilies intact thus far, can extend éur deepest sympathy, but we never
can know the heartache that comes from their loss. We never can experi-
ence that full, deep feeling that arises from the knowlédge that these
who made the supreme sacrifice will live forever in the hearts of their
families, their friends, their communities. May their reward equal their

devotion to duty.
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Shepard's Boy

The war was brought home to many who knew Walter Shepard, mentioned earlier
as a budding young horseman, only son of John Shepard, by a column in the Wash-
ington Post of July 29, 1944 by the noted columnist Marquis Childs, entitled:

"American Spirit"

It's hard for many of us here to realize the cost of the victories
that are rolling up. If it doesn't hit near us, then we read the good
news of advances and triumphs and never see the list of casualties in
a less conspicuous column.

When the reality is evoked in the loss of someone known and loved,
then it suddenly strikes home. The other day it came to our neighbor-
hood, which happens to be a peculiarly close and friendly neighborhood.

Word came that the boy next door had been killed in Italy. While
he was several years older than our children, they all played together
and were in and out of our place, and we knew him and felt a deep
affection for him.

His name was Walter Shepard. He was a grand boy, friendly and
eager and gay. He loved animals and was wonderful with them, train-
ing horses with patience and skill, and riding and jumping as though
he'd been born on a horse.

Walt was in the infantry, a private first class. As he moved
up the Italian peninsula the letters he sent back home began to show
a new maturity. He was learning so much so fast.

When he first got to Italy the poverty of the people and the
hardships they endured, particularly the women, shocked him. It was
strange and foreign. He wrote that he had seen an old woman trying
to carry a big trunk on her back. He wrote that most people had no
shoes, even though it was cold in the winter. To his father, who is
an official in the government, he said: "Papa, I wish you would try
to do something for these people.”

It was the natural reaction of a boy from a comfortable American
home, a boy with a generous spirit, an Ame