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Name That Tune

� Listen to the music 
mashup and 
identify the source 
of as many theme 
songs as you can.



Are You a Fan?

� Doctor Who (2005)

� Star Trek (The Next Generation)

� Game of Thrones

� The Lord of the Rings

� Sherlock

� Harry Potter



Origin Story



The Original AcaFan

Dr. Henry Jenkins
“transmedia storytelling” and “participatory culture”



Open Learning



Social Justice



Research Questions
� Why do young people participate in online fanfiction

communities?

� How and what do young people learn through their 
involvement in fanfiction communities?

� What role does mentoring play in participants' 
learning, and what does this mentoring look like?



Fandoms and Sites



Methods
� 9-month ethnography

� 3 types of data
� In-depth interviews with 

28 fanfiction authors.

� 5 months of participant 
observations of fanfiction
discussion forums and 
story reviews.

� Thematic analysis of 
4,500 reader reviews 
coded from 262 
fanfiction stories.



Findings
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Our Ongoing Mission
� Big data and visualizations of 

fanfiction stories and reviews
� Review categories

� Lexical diversity

� Relationship strength

� Surveys
� Fan motivations

� Fan gatherings

� Interviews

� Theoretical work



Theory Into Practice
� In groups of 3-4 people, 

brainstorm fictional worlds you’d 
like to visit and/or stories that 
you’ve always wanted to “fix”

� Take several minutes, individually 
or as a group, to decide on
� Main character
� Other characters involved
� Setting
� Situation
� Theme/Mood
� Character action

� Share your ideas and offer 
suggestions



Thank You

Dr. Sarah A. Evans

Texas Woman’s University

Stoddard Hall 421

sevans14@twu.edu

https://depts.washington.edu/hdsl
/research/distributed-mentoring/

https://depts.washington.edu/hdsl/research/distributed-mentoring/




Additional Resources
� Journal of Transformative Works and Cultures

� Professor Henry Jenkins

� General fanfiction story sites
� FanFiction.net
� Archive of Our Own
� Wattpad

� Fansplaining podcast

http://journal.transformativeworks.org/index.php/twc
http://henryjenkins.org/
https://www.fanfiction.net/
https://archiveofourown.org/
https://www.wattpad.com/
http://fansplaining.com/

