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PICTURING DBAE

Because of its complexity, the instructional approach
to artknown as Discipline-Based Art Education (DBAE) often
seems overwhelming to both ant and classroom teachers
whenfirstintroduced. DBAE centers leaming onworks of art,
integrating content from four foundational an disciplines that
contribute to the creation, understanding and appreciation of
art: art production, art history, art criticism and aesthetics.
This emphasis onteaching the content ofart, supportedby the
National Art Education Association and the Getty Center for

Education in the Ars, is more comprehensive than the -

traditional production-centered methods of art education.

Though this extensive approach is usually new to - -

classroom teachers, frequently it is also new to art teachers
who have hadittle introductionto its concepts intheir previous
education. In an effort to facilitate understanding of the
complex nature of DBAE, the North Texas Institute for Educa-
tors-on the Visual Arts has developed a conceptual model to
ilustrate the connections and relationships between the four
art disciplines.

Theprocessinvolved a greatdeal of collaborative trial
and emor. As visual leamers one and all, we wanted a
“picture,” a graphic model that would (1) be clearly under-
stood, (2) centrally position the work of art to stress its
importance, (3) illustrate the complexity of meaning inherent
in a work of art, (4) represent the interrelationships between
the four ant disciplines, and (5) lend itself to a variety of
applications. The difficulty tay in finding visuals that would
overlap boththe center and each other, depicting the connec-
tions between the work of art and each discipline and the
connections between the disciplines themselves.

Through the contributions of a number of people
} (including Nancy Beny's husband, Tomy} and the wonders of
Pagemaker®, we developed a final model, Connedcting the
Disciplines in a Work of Ant, Figure 1, that provides a visual
interpretation of DBAE. The diagram also offers use for
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“The worl of art may be an actual art work,
a reproduction, a postcard or a slide.

Connecting the Disciplines in a Worl of Art
Figure 1.

translation of theory inta practice, for exploration or discov-
ery, to investigate questions refating to the four disciplines
about the meaning and function of a work of art.

In the diagram, four rectangles, each representing
one of the art disciplines, are positioned in a pinwheel
formation to overtap and intersect 1o form a center. The
center represents a work of art; each discipline simulta-
neously overlaps the center and all the other disciplines. We
have arbitrarily assigned specific positions 1o each disci-
pline, butthe actual orderis not essential as all the disciplines
are equal in value. ’
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Correlating Texas Essential Elements with Discipline-Based Art Education
Figure 2. - '

The focus begins with the central work of art; the
image used may be an actual art work, a repraduction, a
postcard or a slide. Discussion or inquiry may concemn the

NTIEVA has incorporated the instructional targets,
domains and objectives of the TAAS into the implementa-

interrelationships of the four disciplines or concentrate prima- tion of DBAE.
rily on one. The diagram may be used as an individual
warksheet by writing appropriate statements of questions in DBAE, which emphasizes higher level thinking and

problem-solving skills, provides effective strategies for cor-

the blank spaces on each of the discipline “playing cards.” it relation with TAAS objectives.

may also be enlarged to poster size or projected on a wall for
group activities. ' :

Following the initial diagram, we have developed a
number of conceptual applications that are helpful in demon- Please feel free to copy this article and share it with fellow
 strating the relationship of DBAE to other curriculum content. - teachers, parents, and principals and other administrators.

Correlating Texas Essential Elements with Discipline-Based For additional copies of the NTIEVA ' I )

Art Education, Ft:c;ure 2, show§ the four Essenugi Element's call- NTIEVA. PO Box 5098, Universri’tf/“;s;‘ %ﬁ;ﬁh%fg a?sr ‘;
(EE9 of Instruction required in art for each grade level in Denton, TX 76203, 817/565-3986. s
Texas as they comespond to the four art disciplines. Pre-
scribed by the 67th Texas Legislature in 1981, the Essential
Elements identify content and help teachers integrate that
content into the classroom.
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