Mr. James L. Knight

Deputy Assistant Commandant for Acquisition

and Director of Acquisition Services
U.S. Coast Guard

Jim Knight assumed duties as the deputy assistant
commandant for acquisition and director of
acquisition services March 7, 2016. Knight is
responsible for executive-level program
management, resource oversight and strategic
planning for the Coast Guard’s domestic and
international acquisitions. He serves as the principal
adviser to the assistant commandant for acquisition
and senior Coast Guard leadership on long-range
strategic acquisition issues and will manage the
acquisition career development and certification

program.

Prior to his appointment in the Senior Executive

Service, Knight served as a Coast Guard officer for 30
years, including most recently as the assistant program executive officer for surface
acquisition. In that capacity, he oversaw multimillion-dollar efforts to recapitalize the
service’s surface assets, including the national security cutter, offshore patrol cutter, fast
response cutter, response boat-medium, response boat-small, polar icebreaker and in-

service vessel sustainment programs.

Knight has extensive experience as an acquisition leader within the Coast Guard,
including prior military positions as the commanding officer of Project Resident Office
Gulf Coast, providing management oversight for the construction phase of the national
security cutter program; commanding officer of PRO Marinette; Great Lakes icebreaker
project division chief; and technical manager for the seagoing buoy tender replacement
program. During his time in active duty service, he also served on board Coast Guard

cutters Confidence, Active, Boutwell, Mellon and Storis.

Knight graduated from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy in 1986. He holds a Master of
Science degree in marine engineering and naval architecture from the University of

Michigan and is a certified level III acquisition professional.



