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Thisis an overviev o major demo-
graphic findings reported by the Gensus
Bureau snce Jhnuary 1996. Fyou are
interestel in additiond informatian on the
topics in this report, call one d our sub-
jed specialist listed on fage 4

The United States population is
projected to reach 394 million
in 2050.

The United Sates populatian would
increag by 50 percent, fron 263 million
in 1995 1o 394 million in 2050, under the
Censis Bureaus mddle-seris ppulation
projections The population would grow
to 275 million in 2000 and 347 million in
2030 The average anud growth rate,
however would decreas from 105 per-
cent for tke 1990-19% period to 0.63 per-
cent for tle 2040-20® period.

In 1995 thele were 34 million people
ages 6 and over representimn 13 gercent
of the pppulation The niddle-seris
projection for 208 indicates that there
will be @ million peopk ayes &6 and
over, represent 20 percen of the popu-
lation (figure 7). The pulation ages &
ard over is gowing especially fast. tlis
projectel to more than double from rearly
4 million (1.4 percen of the ppulation)
in 1995 to over 8 million (2.4 percent) in
203Q then to nore than double again in
size from 2030 to 2050 to 18 million
(4.6 percent).

Only 7 of 10 children live with
2 parents.

The poportion o children under
18 yeas living with two parent$ declined
from & percer in 1970 to 69 gercen in
1995 The poportian living with one par-
ert grew from 12 percer to 27 percent.
Rising dvorce rates and the celaying of
first marriages anorg edults ae o o
the major factos @ntributirg to he

1 These parents maglhe child’s biological,
step or adoptive parents.

Figure 1.
Distribution of the Population by Age

(1995 to 2050: middle-series projections)
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P25-1130.

growing proportian o children in ane-
paren living arangements.

A child in a éngle-parenliving a-
rangemenin 199 wes rearly as likely to
be living with a @reri who hed rever
bean married (% percenj as with a @rent
who was dvorced (38 percent) Another
23 percen of thes dildren lived with a
parert who wes paratd o living gpart
from his o he pous for ome dher rea-
son and 4 percen of them lived with a
widowed parent.

White dhildren ae less likely to ke liv-
ing with one parer than are Bladk chil-
dren or children of Hispant arigin.2 The
proportiors living with ane parert in 1995
were 21 percent fo White children 56
percent fo Blad children and 33 percent
for Hispant cildren.

2 Persons oHispanic origin may be of any race.
These data do hinclude persanliving in
Puerto Rico.

Preschoolers’ child care arrange-
ments have varied over the past
few years.

The proportin o preschooles
who were ared for h aganizel cild
cae facilities? declined fran 26 percen in
1983 to 23 percert in 1991 However,
this proportian jumped to 30 percent
for 1993.

Cae by fathers while gable a
15 percent in 1977 and 1988 increased
to 20 rercer by 1991 However this
percentag doppel bad down to
16 percent for 1993.

Family day care! had dso

been a onsistehsoure d child care
arrangementgroviding 23 percen of all
arrangemestfor preschoolerin 1977 and
1988 However this groportion fel to 18

3 An organized child care faciliis a day care
center a rursery schoolor a preschool.

4 Family day cag is provided by a nonrelative
who care for one © more unrelated children
in the caregiver’'s home.
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percentin 1991 and remaind & this hs-
torically low levd in 1993.

From 1983 to 1991, the cecline in
the e d organizel dhild care facilities
and famiy day care providers and the in-
creag in care by fathers may have keen a
rational resporesi the eeonome reces-
sion which occurred during the @ame ime
period A higher proportio o fathers
who were tnemployel o working & part-
time jobs meart tha more d them were
availabk © ne & dild care poviders.
Moreover parens mey have wantel to aut
down on dhild care st by svitching
parentasupervision whenever possible.

Educational attainment levels
continue to rise.

In March 1995 82 ercen of all adults
ages 5 and over hal completel & least
high hod and 23 ercen had earnal a
bachelors degree a more Both figures
are e highed ever recordd in the United
States The iise in educationaattainment
for the generdadult populatian is diven
principally by the replacemencf older,
less—educatkepeopk by younger people
who have completel substantialy more
education For example in 1995 87 per-
cert of persois 5 to 34 yeas dd had
completel high shool comparel with
57 percen of persors ayes /B and over.

Overall post-secondgratainment
levels ae hgher fa men than fo- women.
While there wes no satisticd difference
in 199 betwea men and women ages
25 and over in terms d high <hool
completion (bdt 82 rercent) 46 percent
of women and 50 gercen of men had
completel me mllege a more.
Twenty-sk percert of men had dotainel a
bachelors degree comparel with anly 20
percen of women.

Thele ae dso dzabke dfferences in
high £hod completion rate anong
Whites Blacks and persors d Hispanic
origin ages 5 and over (figure 2.

Among Whites 83 percert hawe & leas a
high hod degree comparel with 74
percent fo Blacks and 53 percent for per-
sors d Hispanc arigin.

However the ggp betwea the educa-
tiond attainmert of the White and Black
populatiors ayes 5 to 29 tes rarrowed.
While the proportion o persors with &
leag a high schod degree remained rela-
tively unchanged for # younge White
population (& percent) durig the last
decadethe poportion of Backs in the
sane gge @tegoy with a high school

Figure 2.

Educational Attainment by Race and

Hispanic Origin: Mar ch 1995

(Percent in age group 25 years old and over)
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P20-489.

degre increased frm 81 percert in 1985
to 87 percen in 19952

Nearly 1 in 11 Americans are
foreign born.6
The estimated 23 million foreign-born

Republic, E Salvador Jamaica Korea,
Germany Grea Britain, and Foland.
California hed the largest foreign-born
populatian in 1995 over 77 millio n per-
sons o one-quarter foall California resi-
dents New York rankel scord in the

persons in 1995 represented 8.8 percenf,,mper of foreig bom with 30 million.

of the U.S. population (nearly 1 id)l
While this is substantially Iger than the
4.8 percent foreign born in 1970, a
much greater proportion of the U.S.
population was foreign born during the
early part of this century. The percent
foreign born declined from a high of
14.7 percent in 1910 to a low of 4.8

in 1970, and then increased steadily
(although there was no significant
change from 1994 to 1995).

Among the foreign bom in 1995
680 percert were White, 7.2 percen were
Black, and 184 percert were Asian and
Pacific Islander Nearly half (464 per-
cent) ¢ al foreign-bon persors were o
Hispant aigin.

More tan one-quarter (G. million) of
the otal foreign-bon population in 1995
were lom in Mexica The Fhilippines
was the ®cord larges country of origin,
with 1 million persors bom there Over
half a million foreign-bon persors ame
from each o the following countries:
CanadaChina Cuba the Dominican

5 Therewas no statistically significamifference
in high schobcompletion rates betwaéMhite
and Black persons ageS ® 29 in 1995.

6 Natives are persons Iooin the Unitel Sates,
Puerto Ricoor an insular areafahe United
States sich & Quam o the U.S Virgin Islands,
and persoswho were bar in a foreign country
but who had &leas one parehwho was a U.S.
citizen All other persons are foreign born.

Other State with large rumbes d foreign
bom incluce Texas .1 million), Horida
(2.0 million), New Jersey (11 million),
and lllinois (1.0 million).”

For the first time in 6 years,
household$ in the United States
experienced an overall increase in
real median income.

From 1994 to 1995, reamedian
househal incomé increasd by 27 per-
cent, fran $33,18 to $34,076 BEven
thoudh incorre remairs telow its 1989
prerecessiongrped of $35,42L (n 1995
dollars) the ggp is rarrowing. h 1994,
red median househall incone wes 63
percei below the 1989 level in 1995 it
was 38 percen below the 1989 level.
Moreover slectel goups have returned
to their 198 median incorre levels.
Household in the Midwest Bladk house-
holds, famiy household maintainel by
a woman with no husbanl presentand

7The difference in number bforeign born between
Texas ad Horida and between MeJersey and
lllinois are na sgnificant.

8 A househal is a group of people who
occupy a housing unit.

9 All changes in redincome and ré&arnings refer
to comparisons after adjusting foflation. The
income dat in this ction are based on money
income fran regularly received sources before
taxes and exclude capitains ad the value of
noncash benefitsuch as employment-based
healh insurance 1ofood stamps.
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householdsnaintainel by persors % to
64 yeas dd dl had incomes in 1995
comparal# o their 198® incomes.

Historically, the long-tem trend
amorg household hes been toward
increasilg incorre inequality However,
from 199 to 1995 the anourt of in-
equaliy in the dstribution o income
remainel unchanged. In facthe $ae
of aggregag incorre for the lowest
quintilel® increased 0.1 percentage
points) while the aher four quintiles
showa o sgnificant change.

Although the percentage d both
men and women who worked year round,
full time increased frm 1994 to 1995,
neither gendeexperience an increas in
red earnings. In fagtthe red median
earning d women working year round,
full time ceclined fran $22,831 in 1994
to $2,49 in 1995—a 15 percen drop
after adjusting for inflation. h 1995
the median earnings d men was $31,496.
The female-to-mad earnings ratio for
year-round, full-tine workers in 1995
was 071, not Satistically different from
the dl-time hgh rato o 0.72 reache
in 1990.

There was a significant drop in

both the number of people living
below the poverty level and the
poverty rate from 1994 to 1995.

In 1995 the rumber of peo@d kelow
the dficial governmenpoverl levd was
364 million, representig 13.8 percen
of the Nation's population—badb sgnifi-
cantl lower tha the crrespondig 1994
figures d 38.1 million poor and a verty
rate d 145 percent However the 1995
poverty rag is dill higher than the 1989
rate d 13.1 percent the nost recehlow
point echieved during the economc ex-
pansim o November 198 to duly 1990
(figure 3.

Children under B oontinue  repre-
sert a \ely large £gmen of the poor
(40 perceny even thoudh they make p
only abou one-fourh o the otd popula-
tion. Children unde age 6 tave keen par-
ticularly vulnerable. m 1995 the overall
poverty rag for related?! children under
6 yeas d age wes 3.7 percent

10Households are ranked frolowes to highest
accordilg to househal income then divided
into five equal-sized groups.

11 Related childme in a famil include own
children and &lother childra in the household
who are relat to he householder by blood,
marriage or adoption.

Figure 3.
Poverty: 1959-95
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P60-194.

Figure4.

Type of Health Insurance Coverage Americans Had in 1995 g
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*Military health care includes CHAMPUS (Comprehensive Health and Medical Plan for
Uniformed Services), CHAMPA/ (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of
Veterans Affairs), and Veteran’s and military health care.

Note: The percentages by type of coverage are not mutually exclusive; in others words, persons

can be covered by more than one type of health insurance during the year.

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P60-195.

Over 40 million people do not have
health insurance.

Throughoutthe entire 199 calendar
year an estimatel 41 million peopk in the
United Sates (154 percen of the ppula-
tion) were without healh insurane un-
changed frm the previous year) Most
peopk (703 percen} were overal by a
private insurane dan far some a dl of
1995 Mod private insurane wes em-
ployment-basedn tha it was dtained
throuch a wrren or forma employer or
union (figue 4. The remainirg insured
peopk hed governmeh coverageinclud-
ing Medicae (131 percent) Medicaid

(121 percent) and military health care
(35 percent) Mary peopk ae overed
by more than acne dan.

Despit the &istene d prograns sich
as Medicad and Medicare 30.2 percent
of the por (11 million) had no tealt in-
surane d any kind during 1995 This
percentage—whitwas cbuble he rate
for dl people—wa unchanged fro the
previots year Roor peopt comprised
271 percen of all uninsurel people.
Medicad was the nog widespred type
of coverag anorg the poor, covering
464 percen of them & some ime
during 1995.

1 1 1 | 1 1 1 1 |
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About 1 in 7 Americans
participated in major means-tested
assistance programs in 19932

Of the estimatel 258 millio n dvilians
living in the United Sates in 1993,
approximatef 36 million (14.0 percent)
participatel in & leas one d the najor
means-testbassistane pograms,
compare with ébout 27 million (11.4 per-
cent) h 1987 (figue 5. In 1993 the av-
erage nmonthly participation ra¢ for Med-
icaid (103 percen} was Hgher tha that
for food gamps AFDC o GeneraAssis-
tance housirg assistanceor SSI.

Only 8.6 percen of persors partici-
patel in the®e pograns in dl 24 months
of the 1992-B period The® long-term
recipiens were likely to be dnildren o
persos & leas 65 yeas dd. Abou 14.1
percem of children and 9.7 percent of the
elderly participatal in the® pograns in
eah month of 199 and 1993 compared
with 6.0 percen of persors who were 18
to 64 years dd.

The 1995 homeownership rate was

at its highest level since 1983.

In 1995 65 percen of occupiel hous-
ing wnits were lived in by their owners:3
This is be highes homeownership rate
sine 1983 and 0.7 percentag mints
abowe the 1994 rate.

12 Major means-tested prograninclude Ad o
Families with DependenChildren (AFDC),
GeneraAssistancefood stampsupplemental
Security Income (SSIMedicaid and housing
assistance.

13Homeownership data were compiledfrdhe
Housing Vacang Survey.

Figure 5.
Average Monthly Participation in at Least One
Means-Tested Program: 1987-88 and 1990-93

(Percent)

14.0

1987 1988 1990 1991 1992 1993

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census,
Current Population Reports, Series P70-58.

Married-couple familie were nuch
more likely to owvn their own homes than
were dher types d family or nonfamily
households—@® percert in 1995,
compare with 55 gercent for families
maintainel by men and 45 percent for
families maintainel by women

In 1995 51 rercen of one-person
household ovned their omn homes The
homeownership ratwes 4 percent for
men living done and 55 gercent for
women living done.

There were 113 millio n housing
units in the United Sates in 1995 of
which 65 million were avner occupied,
35 millio n were renter occupiedend 13
million were vacant.

For further information, call (301):
National population projections

Kevin Deardorff 457-2397
Living arrangements

Arlene Saluter 457-2465
Child care

Lynne Casper 457-2416
Educationd attainment

Jennife Day 457-2464
Foreign-bom population

Card Faber 457-2454
Income

HHES Informatim Area  763-8576
Poverty

HHES Informatio Area  763-8576
Health insurance

HHES Informatian Area  763-8576
Program participation

Jan Tin 763-8375
Homeownershp and vacancies
Robet Callis 763-8165

Generd information on this report
Jea Bradley 457-2390

Source and Accuracy of Estimates

Datapresentd here ae from the Qur-
rert Population Survey, the Survey of In-
come ad Program Participation and the
Housirg Vacany Survey, as well as fom
independenpopulation estimates and pro-
jections The survey data ae sibjed to
samplirg variability as well as © survey
design arors, responderdassification
and reportig arors and data pocessing
errors The Gensis Bureal hes aken
stefs © minimize erors and datistical
statemers have teen testel and mea ga-
tisticd standards Further informatio can
be fourd in the cetailed reports.
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