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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good evening. Thank you to Katherine Slick and the Alumni Foundation for hosting us tonight .
 
We welcome the recipients of the ACHP Chairman’s Award, who traveled from Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, and Oklahoma to be here tonight.
 
We are honoring the Tennessee Valley Authority and its partners for their work to protect dozens of painted and etched images at the Painted Bluff site in northern Alabama.

Even though images on the rocks have been visible from the river for centuries, until recently, little had been known about what an archaeological masterpiece Painted Bluff is.



Photo by Alan Cressler 
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Painted Bluff overlook s the Tennessee River in Marshall County. The site is on the shore of the Wheeler Reservoir, on TVA land.
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John Haywood, known as “the father of Tennessee history,” was the first to document the symbolic images at Painted Bluff in his 1823 book.
 



Photo by Alan Cressler 
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Then, in 1959, James Cambron and Spencer Waters published a paper that described open-air rock art sites along the Tennessee River. 
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These included a grouping of red pictographs on a massive limestone cliff face that they called “Painted Bluff.” They were the first to note the impacts that modern-day graffiti was having on the paintings.
 
Over the next forty-five years, sporadic research was conducted at the site, including several archaeological inventory surveys conducted by TVA staff.




Dr. Jan Simek documents rock art images on the upper ledge at Painted Bluff 
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Then, in 2004, archaeologists from the University of Tennessee–led by Dr. Jan Simek–visited the site and began to document the full range of images at Painted Bluff.
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Dr. Simek’s team found more than 80 images on the cliffs, dating back at least 600 years, to the Mississippian cultural period. 



Photo by Alan Cressler 
Floating man (with a weeping eye) over the cross and circle motif  
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The images were made using red, orange, and yellow mineral pigments. They include human-like figures, animal effigies, ovals, circles, and other abstract symbols.



Photo by Alan Cressler 
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Open air rock art sites such as Painted Bluff are rare in the southeast and Dr. Simek called it one of the country’s most significant sites. The team also confirmed that Painted Bluff was under threat from both the natural world and the world of man.
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Along with humidityoften to blame for the loss of rock art in the southeastPainted Bluff’s location along the river exposed it to other natural elements. 



“fish” image 

Natural weathering of surface near “fish” image 
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The surface of the cliffs had become fragmented, making the art vulnerable to chipping and flaking.
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There also was damage caused by vandalism and rock climbing, despite the site being protected under the Archaeological Resources Protection Act, . . . 



Climbing route marked by rock climber. (These did not impact any of the rock art.) 
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. . .  and being eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
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Thus, in 2013, the Alabama Historical Commission named Painted Bluff to its “Places in Peril” list, which highlights the most significant endangered landmarks in the state.




graffiti 

pictograph 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next year, TVA sprang into action, hiring consultant Jannie Loubser and his firm, Stratum Unlimited, to study the site. Stratum recommended a multi-faceted approach that included removal and camouflaging of the existing graffiti, along with public outreach and volunteer involvement.




CONSULTING TRIBES 
 
 Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
 Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas 
 Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town of the Creek Nation of Oklahoma 
 Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma 
 Chickasaw Nation 
 Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians 
 Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
 Kialegee Tribal Town 
 Muscogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma 
 Poarch Band of Creek Indians 
 Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
 Seminole Tribe of Florida 
 Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
 Thlopthlocco Tribal Town 
 United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma 
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In compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, TVA consulted with the Alabama Historical Commission and 15 federally recognized Indian tribes on restoration of the painted and etched images. The tribes recommended that artwork impacted through natural weathering be left alone, and that the focus should be on human impacts to the site . . . in particular, those caused by rock climbing.




LaDonna Brown (The Chickasaw Nation) visiting Painted Bluff 
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Heeding the advice, TVA decided to avoid any direct correction or camouflaging on the images themselves, but focused on the graffiti around them, and the bluff as a whole.
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TVA worked with Dr. Loubser and community volunteers from Huntsville and Guntersville, and students from the University of Alabama—to catalog, remove, and disguise the damage at Painted Bluff.




Directly applied ochre - historic graffiti 
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They discovered evidence of graffiti potentially dating back to the Civil War and up through World War I. Graffiti 50 years or older was left in place pending further research, while disturbances less than 50 years old were removed or camouflaged.
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Graffiti vandals at Painted Bluff used everything from charcoal and pencil, . . . 
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. . . to scraping, . . . 
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. . . . to paint; even fingernail polish and crayon. 

Prior to removal, surfaces were thoroughly scanned so as not to accidentally remove pictographs, incisions, or historic-period writing during the process.
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The actual remediation took place during February and March 2014.
 
The methods used for removal involved dry and wet techniques, and varied for each of the different types of graffiti. Volunteers used tooth and paint brushes, dental picks, . . . 
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. . . .controlled air abrasion, . . . 



Dr. Johannes Loubser removes spray paint graffiti at Painted Bluff 
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. . . . water, alcohol, or acetone.



Application of wet earth pigment to discolored removal surfaces 
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After clearing the graffiti, surfaces were camouflaged with a liquid paint, made from water from the Guntersville Reservoir and natural ochers, in tones similar to the surface of the rock face. 





Application of pigment using fingers 
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Ultimately, graffiti was removed or camouflaged from more than 120 different surfaces at the site. 
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Here are some “before and after” examples. 
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(enhanced color image) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notice all of that different color graffiti around the pictograph . . .
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Next, TVA collaborated with the Southeastern Climbers Coalition to close climbing routes located along the bluff and create signage to alert climbers of the closures.




Volunteers, TVA 
staff, and Tribal 
representative 
Emman Spain at 
the pilot Thousand 
Eyes Workshop at 
Painted Bluff 
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Finally, TVA tested a program called “A Thousand Eyes” – an archaeological site-monitoring program. Volunteers went through a training course, and recorded information on Painted Bluff that they submitted to TVA.
 
TVA continues to work with the rock climbing community to protect the site, and with volunteers and law enforcement to monitor it.
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Before I turn to Chairman Donaldson, who will bestow the certificates, I would like to thank our guests for joining us tonight – and for the outstanding work they have done.
 
What a great reason to visit Alabama and see the amazing work TVA and its partners have done to help preserve this significant site.
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