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FEATURED FACILITY 
Dexter National Fish Hatchery and 
Technology Center  
 
Where:   Dexter, New Mexico 
When:    Established 1932 
 
Then:  
Dexter National Fish Hatchery was established to 
culture catfish and largemouth bass for farm ponds. 

Now:   
In the “land of enchantment” lies a man-made 
haven for desert-dwelling fish. Dexter National 
Fish Hatchery and Technology Center near storied 
Roswell, New Mexico, is a New Deal-era facility. 
Shortly after the passing of the Endangered Species 
Act in 1973, priorities shifted from farm pond 
fish. Now the facility provides a safe harbor for 16 
threatened or endangered fish species native to the 
American Southwest. 

Roswell residents know about alien visitors. So do fish 
like the Big Bend gambusia and Comanche Springs 
pupfish, held at Dexter. Nonnative fishes caused 
their numbers to decline in the wild. Endangered fish 
conservation expanded at Dexter in the 1980s, when 
imperiled fishes from the Colorado River arrived on 
station: the razorback sucker, bonytail, and Colorado 
pikeminnow. 

Dexter became a Technology Center in 1991. Now, 
the 78-year-old facility is infused with leading-edge 
technology used by scientists to conserve imperiled fishes. 
Dexter is home to a molecular ecology and conservation 
genetics laboratory; the Regional Fish Health Center; and 
a physiology and pathobiology laboratory.  F Connie Keeler-
Foster, Ph.D.

Dexter’s Molecular Ecology Lab manager, Sherri Baker, 
prepares a genetic test on the endangered Clear Creek 
gambusia, a rare fish found only in Texas.  
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available, making this study unique. 
These findings are of importance, 
since fishery biologists throughout 
the Great Lakes, significantly 
reduced or completely stopped their 
fish stocking programs due to the 
deadly virus. The USGS published 
a fact sheet titled “Evaluation of the 
Efficacy of Iodophor Disinfection of 
Walleye and Northern Pike Eggs 
to Eliminate Viral Hemorrhagic 
Septicemia Virus” based on the work 
done at U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Fisheries facilities. F Ken Phillips 

LaCrosse Fish Health Center advances fight against VHS
with the U.S. Geological Survey’s 
Upper Midwest Environmental 
Sciences Center, LaCrosse biologists 
documented the effectiveness of an 
iodine-based drug called iodophor 
against the Great Lakes-strain of 
viral hemorrhagic septicemia. 

While fishery biologists have 
routinely disinfected salmon and 
trout eggs with iodophor during 
spawning operations for decades, 
little information regarding its 
effectiveness in warm and cool 
water fish eggs exposed to VHS was 

VHS is a dirty word in fisheries 
management. It stands for Viral 
Hemorrhagic Septicemia. If a fish has it, 
it can bleed to death. Anyone interested 
in angling or fisheries management has 
probably heard of it, especially when 
rafts of fish turned up dead in 2005 in 
the Great Lakes. 

New work done on walleye and 
northern pike by the LaCrosse Fish 
Health Center and Genoa National Fish 
Hatchery, both  in Wisconsin, shows 
promise  for a new tool in combating 
the virus. Working in conjunction 




