
SAFETY III: OBSERVER MARINE SAFETY TRAINING  

 

 

Student topic 
Each student will be given a different topic, however, instead of giving a presentation, the observer will 
act as the resident expert at an appropriate moment during active training (drill/activity pre brief, 
drill/activity debriefing, etc.).   
0800 Introductions, Registration, Course Outline 

• Ensure all attachments are removed from immersion suit 
0810 Close calls, near misses, lessons learned, observer discussion. 

• Test PLB 
0830 Station Bill Development  

(students with assigned topics will field any questions or review as needed) 
 
Students will create station bills for the following: 

• POB 
• Flood 
• Fire 
• Abandon ship 

 
Mayday review 

0900 PFD 
• Manually inflate 
• Demonstrate H.E.L.P. & Huddle positions 

 
Immersion Suit 

• Inspect, wax 
• Test all attachments 
• Remove all attachments 

 
Life Raft (all students will physically perform each task) 

• Set up hydrostatic 
• Manually launch 
• Right life raft 
• Actions Once Inside Life Raft & Preparing for Rescue  

 
1000 Fire Procedures & Review  

• APASS (demonstration for class and emphasized in activity) 
 
Flares (types & uses) Review 

1030 Fire & Flare Demonstrations (single group) 
A. Fire Fighting (in teams, extinguish a fire) 
B. Flares (each student will demonstrate proper use & handling of a live flare)  
C. DC Trailer (if available) 

1130 LUNCH 
1215 Leave for vessel 
1245 
 
 
 
 
 

Vessel Drills and Skills 
Single Group 

A. Pre brief (instructor) 
B. Vessel Orientation  
C. Drill:  Each vessel will perform a basic drill following using their station 

bills.   
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 Drills are debriefed immediately after each drill, led by instructor. 
 

1. POB Drill 
o POB steps for recovery review 
o Treatment of hypothermic victim 

2. FIRE drill  
3. FLOODING drill 
4. Abandon Ship Drill 

 
Mayday Calls 

o During both drills, students will use their cell phones to make a Mayday call 
to an instructor  

o  
 

D. Life Raft 
1. Students abandon ship dry into the life raft. 

 Actions once inside 
 

E. Rescue Basket 
o Enter Rescue basket individually (Chad, USCG) 
o Those in water still maintaining formation for rescue 

 
F. Enter harbor from a height (only if conditions are safe) 

 
Drill Debrief 
Each vessel will be debriefed & critiqued 
 
Practice throwing life ring and life sling 

1500 Clean up: rinse salt water from immersion suits and any other item in contact with 
ocean. 

1600 Debrief & Check immersion suit attachments if unable at beginning of class 
Issue training certifications 

 

 


