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Railroad Safety Improvement Act of 
2008 Enacted: Sets December 31, 
2015 Deadline
Several collisions, including a 2008 
collision between a Metrolink 
passenger train and a Union Pacific 
freight train, led Congress  to require 
Positive Train Control (PTC) be installed 
on a majority of the US Railroad 
network by December 31, 2015. 

Based on revised PTC 
Implementation Plans submitted 
to FRA in January 2016, a 
majority of Railroads (81%) are 
projected to have PTC installed 
by the end of 2018. The 
remaining Railroads are projected 
to reach full implementation by 
December 31, 2020.

Congress extends the PTC 
deadline by at least three 

years to December 31, 2018, 
with the opportunity for an 

additional two years if certain 
conditions are met. 

FRA currently uses the schedules 
and key installation milestones 
reported in Railroads’ revised 

PTCIP as the basis for tracking 
and enforcing PTC 

implementation progress.
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