
Appendix B. 
Recommended Equipment Decontamination Procedures 

 
In an effort to minimize the spread of pathogens that may be transferred as result of 
activities, surveyors should follow the guidance outlined below for disinfecting 
equipment and clothing after entering a pond and before entering a new pond, unless the 
wetlands are hydrologically connected to one another: 

    
i. All organic matter should be removed from nets, traps, boots, vehicle tires and all 

other surfaces that have come into contact with water or potentially contaminated 
sediments.  Cleaned items should be rinsed with clean water before leaving each 
study site. 
 

ii. Boots, nets, traps, hands, etc. should be scrubbed with either a 75% ethanol 
solution, a bleach solution (0.5 to 1.0 cup per 1.0 gallon of water), Quat-128™ 
(1:60), or a 6% sodium hypochlorite 3 solution.  Equipment should be rinsed 
clean with water between study sites.  Cleaning equipment in the immediate 
vicinity of a pond or wetland should be avoided (e.g., clean in an area at least 100 
feet from aquatic features).  Care should be taken so that all traces of the 
disinfectant are removed before entering the next aquatic habitat. 

 
iii. Used cleaning materials (liquids, etc.) should be disposed of safely, and if 

necessary, taken back to the lab for proper disposal.  Used disposable gloves 
should be retained for safe disposal in sealed bags. 

 
iv. Additionally, the surveyors shall implement the following when working at sites 

with known or suspected disease problems: disposable gloves should be worn and 
changed between handling each animal.  Gloves should be wetted with water 
from the site or distilled water prior to handling any amphibians.  Gloves should 
be removed by turning inside out to minimize cross-contamination. 

 


