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Why are Hawai’i’s wetlands decreasing? The main cause of Hawaii wetland decrease is due to Urbanization.
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Urbanization is the spreading of human developments (houses, shopping center, golf courses) into undeveloped land.  This is the most significant impact of wetland habitats. Methods of draining (removing water) like stream channelization, dredging (diverting the water) or filling of wetlands have been used to provide land for a golf course, housing, and recreational use. This results in an increase in pollution and nutrients into the wetland and compromises the habitat quality of the wetland for native species to thrive. The increase in the population of O‘ahu is a prime example of how people have urbanized a wetland area.



Waikiki of the Past 
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This picture taken before the completion of the Ala Wai Canal shows how the streams of Mānoa Valley watered the rice farms and taro lo‘i of Mō‘ili‘ili, and the Kālia fishponds along the shore (on the extreme left). Image Source: Hawai‘i State Archives



Ala Wai Canal 

Hilton Hawaiian Village and Lagoon 
Ala Moana Surfrider Hotel 

Modern Day Waikiki 
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Now compare the photo of the Waikiki of the Past to this photo of Modern Day Waikiki. What do you notice?In order to build some of the roads and houses seen in this photo several wetlands and fishponds were dredged, filled and channeled, which means that the wetland habitats in those areas were destroyed. Examples include, Kuapa pond one of Oahu’s largest wetlands then fishponds was dredged and filled to become Hawaii kai, fishponds at Nui, and Wailupe are now Nui Circle and Wailupe Circle. What effects do you think the dredging, filling and channeling of wetland areas had on the organisms who inhabited them?For more historical photos of other urbanized wetlands see http://maunalua.net/ for pictures of Kuapa Pond, now Hawaii Kai.
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