
Week 3:
April 12, 2004
Weather
More Cold and Wet!
Check out the latest weather data at:
 http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/grass.html
Last Week
• Temperatures: Warmer to north 3 above norm, South and Coast 6 below norm.
• GDD: since March 1st,< 10 for week, <30 region-wide. Full 1 week behind normal.
• 2" Soil Temperatures under sod: Mid-upper 40’s, some Hi’s in low 50’s.
• ET: 0.1"- 0.3" regionwide
• Precipitation: Coastal NewEng >4", LI, WestMA WestCT >2", 0.5-1" for the rest.

This Week.
• Weather Forecast for the Coming Week: Another cold and wet week with some storms

in excess of 2" especially along the coast. West part of region will be driest. Temps
for the week will be Hi in the 40-50’s, lo 30-40’s still some sporadic frost.

Around the Region
• Western and Central NY: Things on hold with cold weather, reports of mole/vole

damage. Some winter injury to Holly’s and Budlea. Greenhouse problems with
Downy Mildew on Impatience.

• Capital District: Poa trivialis invading lawn, snow mold damage slow to recover.
• North Country: Animal activity raising grub concern, mole damage.
• LI: Cold wet conditions slowing recovery. Many athletic fields with poor drainage are

suffering.

Gazing in the Grass with Frank S. Rossi, Ph.D.
Black or Green Sand?: Severe winter injury on golf courses and athletic fields have

motivated many to look for options for recovery. A new technique developed by
Professor George Hamilton at Penn State University has been the use of dark sand
to accelerate surface warming and thereby spur recovery. Black and green dyed and
undyed white topdressing sand was applied at 800 lbs. per 1000 square feet on
February 18. Spring color and surface temperature ratings were collected in early
April 2002. Color ratings were highest for black and green with no significant
difference between the two. The same held true for the surface temperature where
black and green sand were 3 to 5 degrees warmer than untreated or white sand. In
fact, green sand had the highest surface temperature than black on some rating
dates. Hamilton states that a few degrees increase in surface temperature can relate
to a multiple week advance in spring temps.

Subscribe or Join NYSTA and Save on 35 Weeks of Just-in-Time Information!
ShortCUTT at a Glance	 35 weeks of information

ForeCast
The latest weather and access to pest predictions!

Regional Observations
What’s going on throughout NY and Northeast 
Region including updates from USGA 
Agronomists

Pest Diagnostic Alerts
Know when the pest problems are at their peak 
and how to manage them with the latest 
technology.

Expert Updates
Hear from the national experts on topics of timely 
importance. Many times you will learn about 
research you can use before anyone else! 
Gazing in the Grass
Each week Frank Rossi 
provides his unique perspective 
on what you need to be aware 
of in turf.
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Stay abreast of the latest educational programs
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Join the New York State Turfgrass 
Association and Save! 

Members of the New York State Turfgrass 
Association receive ShortCUTT as a 
membership benefit.

For more information about NYSTA 
Membership go to: www.nysta.org or 
email at info@nysta.org
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