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Mr. Russell B. Howard serves as the Assistant Deputy Commandant of Aviation (Sustainment), Headquarters 

United States Marine Corps. He is the principal advisor to the Deputy Commandant of Aviation on all matters 

related to Marine Aviation readiness and sustainment, including strategic goals, requirements, plans and 

policies. He is also responsible for the integration of Marine Aviation into the Naval Aviation Enterprise.  

 

Mr. Howard was appointed to the Senior Executive Service in 2006 and has over 29 years of Federal Service.  

 

In his last assignment prior to reporting to the Marine Corps, Mr. Howard served as the Director of Engineering 

and Technical Management, Headquarters Air Force Material Command, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Oh. 

While at Air Force Material Command Headquarters, he was responsible for the professional development of 

the command's 12,000 strong scientific and engineering workforce and the development and implementation of 

engineering policies and practices spanning science and technology, research, development, test and evaluation, 

and sustainment. 

 

From 1983 through 2005, Mr. Howard held a variety of engineering and program management positions at the 

Air Armament Center, Eglin AFB, Florida in the test and acquisition of air-delivered weapons. In 2005 he 

served as a staff officer with Defense Systems, Air Warfare, in the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for 

Acquisition, Technology and Logistics. From 2006 through 2010 he served as the Director of Engineering at the 

Oklahoma City Air Logistics Center, Tinker AFB, Okla.  

 

Mr. Howard graduated with a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering from Auburn University in 1983 and 

a master’s of engineering degree in industrial and systems engineering from the University of Florida in 1987. 

In 2006 he was awarded a master’s of science degree in national resource strategy and honored as a 

Distinguished Academic Graduate by the Industrial College of Armed Forces, National Defense University.  

 

 


