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Presentation Notes
Read the notes to students before clicking the image to start the animation. In the open waters, photosynthesis is performed by phytoplankton, which are microscopic floating algae. Phytoplankton needs sunlight and nutrients to grow. Therefore, phytoplankton exists in the photic zone or sunlight zone of the ocean. In this animation, green water signifies an abundance of phytoplankton. The blue water indicates less phytoplankton. The Sea-viewing Wide Field-of-view Sensor or SeaWiFS satellite measures the quantities of marine phytoplankton in the world’s oceans. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:1. Since Phytoplankton are plants what types of things do they need to survive?Answer: Sunlight, water and nutrients from the ocean (similar to a plant on land except for plants on land get nutrients from the soil)2. Why do you think that phytoplankton live in the photic or sunlight zone?Answer: Because they need sunlight to go through the process of photosynthesis, which is how they get their food or nutrients to survive.
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