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U.S. Department of Commerce 'H/Menes 
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Washington, D.C. 20230 Administration 

1315 East· West Highway 
Silver Springs, MD 20910 

PETITIONER 

Hawaii Fishermen's Alliance for Conservation and Tradition, Inc. 
P.O. Box 240813 
Honolulu, HI 96824-0813 

The petitioner, Hawaii Fishermen's Alliance for Conservation and Tradition, Inc., 
on behalf of 609 individuals and eight organizations (full list included in Appendix 
I) formally requests that the Secretary of Commerce, through the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS), classify the North Pacific population of humpback whale 
(Me{!8ptera novaeangliae) as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA), pursuant to the 1996 DPS 
policy (61 FR 4722; February 7, 1996), and delist the North Pacific DPS. 

This petition is filed pursuant to the ESA and in accordance with § 553(e) of the 
Administrative Procedure Act. Section 4(b)(3)(A) of the ESA (16 U.S. C. 1531 et seq.) 
requires that NMFS make a finding on whether a petition to list, delist, 
or reclassify a species presents substantial scientific or commercial information to 
indicate that the petitioned action may be warranted. The NMFS have jurisdiction 
over this petition. This petition sets in motion a specific administrative process as 
defined by 50 C.F.R. § 424.14(b), placing mandatory response requirements on 
NMFS. 

Hawaii Fishermen's Alliance for Conservation and Tradition, Inc. (HFACT) is a 
non·profit organization that advocates for conservation of Hawaii fisheries and the 
traditions of Hawaii fishermen. HFACT works to promote the interests of Hawaii 
fishermen through collaboration with the fishermen and attendant fishing 
organizations and addressing, as a unified voice, issues such as the petition to 
obtain Endangered Species Act delisting of the North Pacific population of the 
humpback whale. HFACT submits this petition to maintain the integrity of the 
Endangered Species Act, to recognize the success of effective management through 
mitigation of threats to the species extinction, and, to recognize continued 
protection of the species by international, national, and state efforts. 
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EXECUTfVES~Y 

This petition seeks to classify the North Pacific population of humpback whale 
(Megaptera novaeanghae) as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA), and delist the North Pacific 
DP.S. In 1996, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) adopted a policy on recognizing distinct population 
segments of vertebrate fish or wildlife species for the purposes of listing, delisting, 
and reclassifying species under the ESA (61 FR 4722; February 7, 1996). 

In 1970, the humpback whale was designated an endangered species throughout its 
range under the Endangered Species and Conservation Act of 1969, which was later 
superseded by the ESA On August 12, 2009, NMFS announced the initiation of a 
status review of humpback whales to ensure that the listing classification of the 
species is accurate, and indicated that they will be considering the application of the 
DPS policy (74 FR 40568). However, the status review has not been completed to 
date, and no determination has been made regarding the accuracy of the current 
listing classification. 

This petition reviews the biology, ecology, and the status ofthe North Pacific 
humpback whale population. The best available scientific information indicates that 
this population satisfies criteria to be designated a DPS according to the 1996 
policy. Specifically, genetic, spatial and morPhological information indicate that the 
North Pacific population is unequivocally separated from the populations in the 
Southern Hemisphere, whereas the complexity of population structure within the 
North Pacific population precludes further division of the population into distinct 
segments. 

Further, this petition reviews the factors for delisting a species, and relies on the 
best available science and most current information to show that the North Pacific 
population, once designated as a DPS, should be delisted under the ESA. The 
population of North Pacific humpback whales was estimated to be less than 1,500 
individuals after commercial exploitation ceased. Since then, the population has 
increased significantly at a rate of approximately 6%, and a recent range-wide 
assessment estimated that the North Pacific population has rebounded to over 
21,000 individuals. The interim goal ofthe population doubling in 20 years as 
identified in the 1991 Recovery Plan has been met. In addition, the two primary 
threats identified in the Recovery Plan have not impacted the recovery of the North 
Pacific humpback whale population. International, federal, and local regulatory 
mechanisms including the moratorium on commercial whaling under the 
International Whaling Commission and the prohibition of take under the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act will continue to provide adequate protection for the North 
Pacific humpback whales. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The humpbackwhale (Mel!aptera novaeanl!liae) was designated an endangered 
species in 1970 under the Endangered Species and Conservation Act of 1969 (since 
superseded by the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended). A Final Recovery 
Plan for the Humpback Whale was prepared in 1991 by the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS 1991). 

Given the current endangered listing throughout its range, every population in the 
species range must simultaneously meet the criteria specified in the Recovery Plan 
for the species to be "recovered", i.e., no longer needing the protections of the ESA to 
persist in perpetuity in the wild. However, because humpback whales are 
distributed globally across all of the ocean's basins, some populations may recover 
while others continue to benefit from ESA protections. 

In 1996, the National Marine Fisheries Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service adopted a policy on recognizing distinct population segments of vertebrate 
fish or wildlife species for the purposes of listing, delisting, and reclassifying species 
under the ESA (61 FR 4722; February 7, 1996). A formal review of available 
information on the North Pacific humpback whale population against the DPS 
criteria is necessary to determine ifthis population may be considered for 
reclassification of its listing status independent of other M novaeanl!liae 
populations around the globe and within the Pacific. The following sections provide 
the best available science on the North Pacific humpback whale population, which 
supporte the designation of a DPS and its concurrent delisting under the ESA. 

BIOLOGY AND ECOLOGY 

Information presented here are freely adapted from several recent publications by 
NMFS: global review of humpback whales published as NOAA Technical 
Memorandum in March 2011 (Fleming and Jackson 2011); and stock assessment 
reports (SARs) for the Western North Pacific Stock (Alien and Angliss 2012), 
Central North Pacific Stock (Allen and Angliss 2012), and California-Oregon· 
Washington Stock (Caretta et al. 2011). In addition, publications of the SPLASH 
(Structure of Populations, Levels of Abundance and Status of Humpbacks) project 
(Baker et al. 2008; Barlow et al. 2011; Calambokidis eta. 2008) and the 2008 
assessment of humpback whales under the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) Red List (Reilly et al. 2008) provide comprehensive scientific 
overviews of the North Pacific population. 



1) Taxonomy 

Though numerous subspecies of humpback whales were named historically, they 
are not widely recognized and Megaptera novaeangliae (Borowski 1781)remains 
the accepted taxonomic classification. Thorough reviews of known taxonomic 
listings for humpback whales are presented in Clapham and Mead (1999) and Rice 
(1998). 

2) Species Description 

Hump back whales are large, globally distributed, baleen whales with long pectoral 
flippers, distinct ventral fluke patterning, dark dorsal coloration, a highly varied 
acoustic call (termed "song'') and a diverse repertoire of behavior. Coloring of the 
ventral surface varies from white to marbled to fully black. Body lengths differ 
between the sexes with females being approximately 1·1.5m longer than males. The 
maximum reliably reported body lengths are 17.4 meters for a male and 16.2 meters 
for a female, both taken in Antarctica (Chittleborough 1965). The largest 
individuals recorded at the California whaling stations of Moss Landing and 
Trinidad were an 18.6m female and a 17.4m male, and though it is unclear how 
reliable the measurements from these stations are, there is a possibility that 
individuals of this length existed in unexploited populations (Clapham et al. 1997). 
Mean lengths from reliable large data sets appear to be 13·15m (Chittleborough 
1965; Mikhalev 1997). Adult body weights in excess of 40 tons (Ohsumi 1966). 

Individual humpback whales in the Southern Hemisphere differ from those in the 
two Northern Hemisphere oceans in the patterning and extent of ventral fluke and 
lateral pigmentation (Rosenbaum et al. 1995). North Pacific populations of 
humpback whales are characterized by significantly more dark-colored flukes, while 
the Southern Ocean stocks consist of individuals with significantly more light· 
colored flukes (Rosenbaum et aL 1995). 

8) Geographic Range and Migratory Patterns 

The humpback whale is a cosmopolitan species found in all the major ocean basins 
(Clapham and Mead 1999), and all but one of the subpopulations (that of the 
Arabian Sea) migrate between mating and calving grounds in tropical waters, 
usually near continental coastlines or island groups, and productive colder waters 
in temperate and high latitudes. Migratory routes and behavior are likely to be 
maternally directed (Baker et al. 1990, 2008; Martinet al. 1984). Feeding areas are 
often near or over the continental shelf and associated with cooler temperatures and 
oceanographic or topographic features that serve to aggregate prey. 

Humpback whales exhibit antiropical·distribution (Davies 1962), separating the 
northern and southern hemisphere populations. The northern hemisphere 
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population is further divided by continental land masses into the North Pacific and 
North Atlantic populations (Valsecchi et al. 1997; Baker et al. 1994). The southern 
hemisphere population has a circumpolar distribution throughout the southern 
oceans. Genetic evidence support the population division between the principal 
oceanic populations and suggests that migration between oceanic populations is 
limited to no more than a few females per generation (Baker et al. 1993). 

In the North Pacific the summer feeding range covers shelf waters from southern 
California, to the Gulf of Alaska, Bering Sea and southern Chukchi Sea, the 
Aleutian chain and Kamchatka, Kurile Islands, Okhotsk Sea and northeastern 
Japan (Reilly et al. 2008). There are at least four known breeding areas in the 
North Pacific Ocean (with different subareas), including the western Pacific Ocean 
(Ogasawara Islands, Ryukyu Islands and the northern Philippines, and possibly 
around additional island groups in the western North Pacific), waters off the 
Hawaiian Islands, Mexico, and Central America. 

The historic summer feeding range of humpback whales in the North Pacific 
encompassed coastal and inland waters around the Pacific Rim from Point 
Conception, California, north to the Gulf of Alaska and the Bering Sea, and west 
along the Aleutian Islands to the Kamchatka Peninsula and into the Sea of Okhotsk 
and north of the Bering Strait (Johnson and Wolman 1984; Nemoto 1957; Tomlin 
1967). Historically, the western Pacific wintering area extended from the South 
China Sea east through the Philippines, Ryukyu Islands, Ogasawara Islands, 
Mariana Islands, and Marshall Islands (Rice 1998). Humpback whales are currently 
found throughout this historic range, with sightings during summer months 
occurring as far north as the Beaufort Sea (Hashagen et al~ 2009). 

The migration pattern in the North Pacific is complex with some humpback whales 
still present in feeding grounds in the fall and winter (Straley 1990, 1994). The 
timing of the southbound migration is staggered, with some whales leaving the 
feeding grounds earlier in the fall, while others leave later. Transit from feeding 
grounds in Alaska to breeding grounds in Hawaii takes approximately one month 
(Gabriele et al. 1996). As such, whales present on the feeding grounds in January 
can still make the migration in time for the peak breeding season in February and 
March (Gabriele 1996; Straley et al. 1995). 

Migratory movements and population structure of North Pacific humpback whales 
were studied extensively in the SPLASH (Structure of Populations, Levels of 
Abundance and Status of Humpbacks) project, which catalogued 7,971 unique 
individuals using fluke identification photographs. Based on observed matches 
between feeding and breeding areas, migratory movements and population 
structure were found to be more complex than previously described (Barlow et al. 
2011; Calambokidis et al. 2008; Figure 1). Individuals from the California/Oregon 
feeding area migrated mostly to mainland Mexico and Central America. Individuals 
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from the northern Washington/southern British Columbia feeding area migrated to 
a broad range of breeding areas from Central America to Hawaii. The vast majority 
of individuals found in the northern British Columbia/southeast Alaska feeding 
area migrated to Hawaii. A large fraction of individuals in the Gulf of Alaska and 
the Aleutian/Bering feeding areas also migrated to Hawaii, but some also migrated 
to Mexico's Islas Revillagigedos. The whales that winter in the western Pacific were 
found to migrate primarily to Kamchatka and, to a lesser extent, the Aleutian 
Islands and Bering Sea. However, whales from the western Pacific breeding 
grounds were underrepresented in feeding grounds. Interchange among the 
western Pacific, Hawaii, and Mexico breeding grounds, while low, were also 
observed. 

These results indicate that feeding areas throughout the North Pacific have whales 
migrating from a combination of breeding areas (Barlow et al. 2011; Figure 2) and 
some interchange also occurs between breeding areas. While a high degree of 
structure was found, the complex patterns make it difficult to define distinct 
population structures of humpback whales in the North Pacific based on migratory 
movements. Further, SPLASH sampling likely missed or underrepresented some 
components of the North Pacific population (Calambokidis et al. 2008), suggesting 
that the full extent of migratory patterns is still unknown. 

-·-
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Figure 1. Photographic matches of distinct individuals between breeding and feeding areas. 
Lines indicating matches are not intended to indicate migratory routes. (Source: Barlow et al. 
2011) 
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Figure 2. Fraction of photo-identifications from feeding areas that match to samples from the 
indicated breeding areas. (Source: Barlow et aL 2011) 

Humpbacks are abundant throughout the Antarctic in summer south to the ice 
edge, but not within the pack ice zone. In the winter, Southern Hemisphere whales 
aggregate into specific nearshore breeding areas in the Atlantic, Indian Ocean and 
Pacific <Reilly et al. 2008). Some wintering grounds are fairly localized, e.g. around 
island groups, and some are more diffuse, e.g. along the western coast of southern 
Africa and the southern coast of West Africa. 

In the southeastern Pacific Ocean some southern-summering humpback whales 
migrate to Northern Hemisphere breeding grounds in waters off Central and South 
America (e.g. Acevedo and Smultea 1995; F16rez-Gonzalez et al. 1998; Rasmussen et 
al. 2007; Stone et al. 1990), a region which may be frequented by whales from North 
Pacific Ocean populations during the winter (Acevedo and Smultea 1995). However, 
there are currently no genetic, satellite telemetry or sightings evidence of inter
hemispheric mating events along the eastern Pacific coast (Baker and Medrano
Gonzalez 2002). 
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4) Feeding Ecology 

Humpback whales are "gulp" feeders, taking in large, discrete mouthfuls of prey 
during feeding rather than continuously filtering food, as may be observed in some 
other large baleen whales (Ingebrigtsen 1929). Humpback whales have a diverse 
diet that appears to vary slightly across feeding aggregation areas. The species is 
known to feed primarily on schooling fish and large zooplankton such as 
euphausiids (krilD. Known prey organisms include species representing Euphausia, 
Thysanoessa, Meganyctiphanes, Clupea, Scomber, Ammodytes, Sardinops, 
Engraulis and MaUotus(Baker 1985; Clapham et al. 1997; Geraci et al. 1989). A 
study of humpback whale predation on fish near Kodiak, Alaska estimated that 
daily food consumption by each humpback whale in the study area during the five· 
month feeding season ranged from 338 kg to 370 kg, depending on the available 
prey (Witteveen et al. 2006). 

Humpback whales exhibit flexible feeding strategies, sometimes foraging alone and 
sometimes cooperatively (Clapham 1993). In the Gulf of Alaska, stable groups of 
feeding whales have been observed to persist for multiple weeks but do not appear 
to be genetically related (Perry et al. 1990). This group stability does not seem to be 
the norm across all feeding areas in the Northern Hemisphere. 

Feeding behavior is varied as well and frequently features novel capture methods 
involving the creation of bubble structures to trap and corral fish; bubble nets, 
clouds and curtains are often observed when humpback whales are feeding on 
schooling fish (Hain et al. 1982). Lobtailing and repeated underwater "looping" 
movements have also been observed or recorded during surface feeding events, and 
it may be that certain feeding behaviors are spread through the population by 
cultural transmission (Friedlaender et al. 2009; Weinrich et al. 1992). On 
Stellwagen Bank, repeated side rolls were recorded when whales were near the 
bottom, which likely serves to startle prey out of the substrate for better foraging 
access (Friedlaender et al. 2009). In many locations, feeding in the water column 
can vary with time of day, with whales bottom feeding at night and surface feeding 
during the early daylight hours (Friedlaender et al. 2009). 

Humpback whales feed primarily during summer months in higher latitudes, 
although occasional feeding may take place while on their breeding grounds or 
during migration (Chittleborough 1965). While rare and negligible in amount, fresh 
and remnant food organisms have been found from stomach contents of humpback 
whales killed off Australia during commercial whaling (Chittleborough 1965). In 
more recent years, several cases of observed feeding behavior have been reported on 
breeding grounds in the West Indies (Braff et al. 1991), Brazil (de sa Alves et al. 
2009) and Mexico (Gendron and Urban 1993), and migratory routes off the western 
South Atlantic (Danilewicz et aL 2008) and Southeastern Queensland, Australia 
(Stockin and Burgess 2005). In the North Pacific, a sub·adult humpback whale was 
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documented apparently feeding on mackerel off Maui (Salden 1990). The full extent 
of feeding on breeding grounds and migration routes are unknown. 

A study examining the impact of humpback whale predation on Pacific herring 
populations in the Gulf of Alaska found that the rebounding population of 
humpback whales in Prince William Sound may be exertingtop·down controlling 
pressure, although such impacts are not ubiquitous at this time CRice et al. 2010). 
However, ecological impacts of humpback whales through foraging will likely 
increase as their populations continue to recover. 

5) Reproduction 

The mating system for humpback whales is generally thought to be male· dominance 
polygyny, also described as a "floating lek" (Clapham 1996). In this system, multiple 
males compete for individual females and exhibit competitive behavior. Humpback 
'song' is a long, complex vocalization (Payne and McVay 1971) produced by males on 
the winter breeding grounds, and also less commonly, on migration ( Cato 1991; 
Clapham and Mattila 1990) and seasonally on feeding grounds (Clark and Clapham 
2004). Behavioral studies suggest that song is used to advertise for females, and/or 
to establish dominance among males (Darling and Berube 2001; Darling et al. 2006; 
Tyack 1981). 

Individual humpback whales in the Southern Hemisphere differ from those in the 
two Northern Hemisphere oceans in the timing and location of reproduction. 
Observations indicate that mating occurs six months apart in the two hemispheres. 
Differing estimates of testis weight from the breeding and feeding grounds (and no 
spermatozoa detected on feeding grounds; Symons and Weston 1958) indicate that 
there is seasonal variation in sperm production (Chittleborough 1965; Omura 1953), 
further supporting the asynchrony of seasonal mating between the Northern and 
Southern Hemisphere populations. Ovulation is also seasonal (Chittleborough 
1957), suggesting that if individual whales travel between the hemispheres outside 
their usual estrus period, this seasonality may prohibit successful reproduction. 
Encounters on common breeding grounds between whales at the very end or start of 
their respective winter breeding seasons (e.g. in Panama and Costa Rica) may 
result in successful reproduction, although there are currently no genetic, satellite 
telemetry or sightings evidence of inter· hemispheric mating events. 

In the Northern Hemisphere, sexual maturity has been estimated at 5·11 years of 
age and appears to vary both within and among populations (Clapham 1992; 
Gabriele et al. 2007; Robbins 2007). Average age at sexual maturity for eastern 
Australian humpback whales is suggested to be 9·11 years, based on recalibrated 
age estimates from humpback whales killed during the whaling period (Fleming 
and Jackson 2011). No other estimates of age to sexual maturity have yet been 
reported from other Southern Hemisphere breeding grounds . 
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In the Northern Hemisphere, calving intervals were found to be between one and 
five years, though 2·3 years appears to be most common (Steiger and Calambokidis 
2000; Wiley and Clapham 1993). Mean calving rates are estimated to be between 
0.38 and 0.50 calves per mature female per year (Clapham and Mayo 1990; Steiger 
and Calambokidis 2000; Straley et al. 1994) and reproduction is annually variable 
(Robbins 2007). Calving rates were observed to be higher on breeding grounds than 
feeding grounds (Baker et al. 1987); this likely reflects either sampling bias or 
neonatal mortality, or both. 

In the Southern Hemisphere, most information on humpback population 
characteristics and life history was obtained during the whaling period. Post· 
partum ovulation is reasonably common (Chittleborough 1965) and inter· birth 
intervals of a single year have occasionally been recorded. This may be a 
consequence of early calf mortality; the associated survival rates for annually born 
calves are unknown in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Gestation is 11·12 months, and calves are born in sub-tropical waters (Matthews 
1937). Lactation is 10.5·11 months (Chittleborough 1965), while weaning begins to 
occur at about age six months and calves attain maternal independence around the 
end of their first year (Clapham and Mayo 1990). In the Northern Hemisphere, 
humpback whales exhibit maternal fidelity to specific feeding regions (Baker et al. 
1990; Martinet al. 1984), but this has yet to be confirmed in the Southern 
Hemisphere. 

The sex ratio of adults is roughly 1:1 males:females; surveys of fetal sex ratios from 
Western Australia and the Antarctic were slightly biased towards males (1.02:1· 
1.04:1, Chittleborough 1957) but it is not known if juvenile survival or abortion 
rates are equivalent between sexes (Chittleborough 1957). Where it has been 
studied, sex ratios were found to be at parity across age classes (Gulf of Maine 
feeding ground and Hawaii breeding ground) (Clapham et al. 1995: Glockner 
Ferrari and Ferrari 1990). 

The oldest known humpback whale was documented by Chittleborough (1965); 
reanalysis of his ear·plug lamination data using an accumulation rate of one 
Growth Layer Group per year suggests this whale was 95 years of age when killed. 
The average generation time for humpback whales (the average age of all 
reproductively active females at carrying capacity) has been estimated at 21.5 
years, based on a compilation of some of the life history parameters reviewed above 
(Taylor et al. 2007). Estimated annual rates of population increase range from 0·4% 
to 12.5% for different times and areas throughout the range and in the Northern 
Hemisphere (Baker et al. 1992: Barlow and Clapham 1997; Clapham et al. 2003; 
Steiger and Calambokidis 2000); however, it is generally accepted that any rate 
above 11.8% per year is biologically impossible for this species (Zerbini et al. 2010) . 
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6) Genetics 

Humpback whales exhibit antiropical·distribution (Davies 1962), separating the 
northern and southern hemisphere populations. The northern hemisphere 
population is further divided by continental land masses into the North Pacific and 
North Atlantic populations (Baker et al. 1994; Valsecchi eta al. 1997). The southern 
hemisphere population has a circumpolar distribution throughout the southern 
oceans. Significant differences in the three principal oceanic populations have been 
shown through mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) and microsatellite analyses, 
suggesting that gene flow between oceans is minimal and migration between 
oceanic populations is limited to no more than a few females per generation (Baker 
et al. 1993, 1994; Valsecchi et al. 1997). Of the 22 mtDNA haplotypes found in the 
world-wide survey of 230 individuals, only three were found in more than one ocean 
(Baker et al. 1994). Of the three haplotypes occurring in more than one ocean, only 
one was found to be common to the North Pacific and Southern Oceans. No 
haplotype was common to all three oceanic populations. 

Genetic differentiation within the North Pacific population appears to be much 
more complex (Baker et al. 2008), parallel to the population structure described 
from migratory movements (Barlow et al. 2011). Earlier studies found significant 
genetic differentiation to support the division of the North Pacific population into a 
central stock that feeds in Alaska and winters in Hawaii, and an eastern stock that 
feeds along the coast of California and winters near Mexico (Baker et al. 1994). 
However, gene flow per generation within the North Pacific population was found to 
be more frequent than between North Pacific population and other oceanic 
populations (Southern Ocean and Northern Atlantic), with gene flow between 
Hawaii and Mexico breeding areas estimated to be 13 females per generation and 
gene flow between Central North Pacific and Eastern North Pacific estimated to be 
approximately 6.6 females per generation (Baker et al. 1994). Nuclear 
differentiation has been found to be less pronounced compared to mtDNA, 
suggesting male-biased gene flow in the North Pacific humpback whale population 
(Baker et al. 1998). 

Preliminary analysis of genetic samples from the SPLASH project (geneSPLASH, 
Baker et al. 2008) is the most comprehensive information currently available for 
mitochondrial DNA diversity and population structure among North Pacific 
humpback whales. Results from gene SPLASH supported previous characterization 
of strong maternal fidelity to migratory destinations (Baker et al. 2008). High levels 
of differentiation were found among feeding regions of Russia, southeastern Alaska, 
and California/Oregon, and also between breeding regions of Okinawa and Central 
America. A large number of significant differences were also found between feeding 
and breeding regions, even for those regions known to be strongly associated by 
patterns of individual migration (Baker et al. 2008). These results show that there 
is not a one·to·one relationship of feeding and breeding grounds in the North 
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Pacific, with majority of the areas representing 'mixed·stocks' with connections to 
multiple migratory destinations (Baker et al. 2008). The extent of reproductive 
isolation between regions has yet to be determined using SPLASH data. 

7) Mortality Rate 

Annual adult mortality rates between 0.049 and 0.037 have been estimated for the 
Gulf of Maine and the North Pacific Hawaiian Islands populations (Barlow and 
Clapham 1997; Mizroch et aL 2004). In the Southern Hemisphere, estimates of 
adult survival have been made using photo-identification sightings in Hervey Bay, 
East Australia (1987·2006) and range between 0.87· LOO (Chaloupka et aL 1999). 
Sex· specific survival has been studied on two humpback whale feeding grounds to 
date, with conflicting results. Adult survival was round to be lower for females than 
for males in the Gulf of Maine, with both primiparous and parous females 
exhibiting reduced average annual survival after calving (Robbins 2007). By 
contrast, adult female survival was found to be slightly higher than male survival 
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence <Ramp et aL 2010). The reason for these differences has 
not yet been determined. 

Calf (6 months and older) survival estimated for the Gulf of Maine ·was low (0.664, 
95% CI: 0.517·0.784) and annually variable (Robbins 2007). Barlow and Clapham 
(1997) estimated a theoretical calf mortality rate of 0.125 on the Gulf of Maine 
feeding ground. Using associations of calves with identified mothers on North 
Pacific breeding and feeding grounds, Gabriele (2001) estimated 6·month mortality 
to be 0.182 (95% confidence intervals (CI) 0.023·0.518). No estimates of neonatal 
survival (0·6 months) are yet available for Southern Hemisphere humpback whale 
populations due to the logistical difficulty of surveys and absence of defined feeding 
areas for most populations. Survival of calves (6·12 months) and juveniles (1·5 
years) has not been described in detail for the Southern Hemisphere. A summary of 
published life history parameters for humpbacks whales is provided in Zerbini et aL 
(2010). 

POPULATION STATUS AND TRENDS 

The most recent assessment under the IUCN Red List concluded that the global 
population of humpback whales totals more than 60,000 animals (Reilly et al. 2008). 
All the new assessments of humpback whale stocks conducted by the IWC Scientific 
Committee to date indicate that the stocks concerned have recovered to levels at or 
above their 1940 leveL Because the IWC Scientific Committee has not yet conducted 
assessments for the North Pacific and for four of the seven recognized Southern 
Hemisphere stocks, it is not yet possible to formally gauge the world population 
level relative to the 1940 leveL However, given the increase rates observed in 
several of the unassessed North Pacific and Southern Hemisphere stocks, the IUCN 



determined that there is little reason to suppose that the world population is still 
below 50% ofthe 1940 level, and downlisted humpback whales under the IUCN Red 
List from its previous ''Vulnerable" classification to "Least Concern" (Reilly et a!. 
2008). 

North Pacific humpback whale populations were estimated to be at about 15,000 
prior to commercial exploitation in the twentieth century (Rice 1978), however, 
uncertainty remains in the accuracy of the estimate based on whaling data. About 
21,000 humpback whales are recorded caught by modern whaling in the North 
Pacific in the 20th century, of which about 14,000 were in the eastern North Pacific 
and 7,000 in the west (lWC 2006). Included in these figures are about 2,500 
humpbacks taken illegally by USSR fleets during 1961 ·65, that were concealed at 
the time, mainly in the Gulf of Alaska and the Bering Sea (Doroshenko 2000). In 
addition, nearly 20,000 unspecified whales were caught in the early 20th century, of 
which a substantial number probably were humpbacks. The latter were taken 
primarily in the eastern North Pacific, except that the locations of about 9,000 
unspecified whales taken by American pelagic whalers during 1911·1919 have not 
yet been ascertained. Approximate numbers in the North Pacific after the end of 
co=ercial whaling in 1966 were estimated at about 1,400 (Gambell1976) and 
1,200 (Johnson and Wolman 1984). 

Prior to the SPLASH study, the most complete estimate of abundance for humpback 
whales in the North Pacific was from data collected in 1991 ·93, with a best mark· 
recapture estimate of6,010 (CV = 0.08) for the entire North Pacific, using a winter
to·winter comparison (Calambokidis et al. 1997). Estimates for Hawaii and Mexico 
were higher using marks from summer feeding areas with recaptures on the winter 
grounds, and totaled almost 10,000 summed across all winter areas. In the SPLASH 
study, the estimate of abundance using between·sample matches ofphoto·identified 
individuals was 21,808 (CV=0.04) without bias correction and 21,063 after 
correcting for a net bias of +3.5% (Barlow et al. 2011). The current best estimate of 
the North Pacific humpback whale population is therefore the bias·corrected 2004· 
2006 abundance of 21,063. This estimate is likely to be lower than the true· 
abundance due to two additional sources of bias: individual heterogeneity in the 
probability of being sampled and the likely existence of an unknown and unsampled 
breeding area. Results of the SPLASH study confirm that the overall humpback 
whale population in the North Pacific has continued to increase and is now greater 
than some prior estimates of prewhaling abundance. 

Among wintering areas, Hawaii was estimated at nearlO,OOO or about 57% of the 
population, the three Mexican areas totaled 6,000·7,000 (with Baja the largest at 
about 5,000 and Revillagigedos and Mainland Mexico at about 750), Asia was 
estimated at about 1,000 and Central America at about 500 whales (Calambokidis 
et al. 2008). Among feeding areas, regional estimates differed greatly among 
models. Average estimates of abundance ranged from about 100·700 for Russia, 
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6,000-14,000 for the Bering Sea and Aleutians, 3,000-5,000 each for the Gulf of 
Alaska (W and N) and the combined SE Alaska and N British Columbia area, 200-
400 for Washington/S British Columbia, and 1,400-1,700 for California-Oregon 
(Calambokidis et al. 2008). 

The SPLASH estimate is considerably higher than the only other recent estimate of 
abundance for the entire North Pacific (-6,000-10,000) based on the photo
identification capture-recapture study using data from 1990 to 1993 (Calambokidis 
et al. 1997). Comparing the SPLASH best estimate with the median estimate of 
8,000 in 1990-1993, the increase by a factor of 2. 75 over approximately 13 yr 
corresponds to a population growth rate of 8.1% per year (Barlow et al. 2011). No 
other estimates exist fur the growth rate of the North Pacific population as a whole. 
Comparisons of SPLASH abundance estimates for Hawaii to estimates from 1991-
93 gave estimates of annual increase that ranged from 5.5 to 6.0% (Calambokidis et 
al. 2008; Figure 3). All other subregions of North Pacific humpback whales, where 
data are available, show a consistent annual rate of increase in recent decades 
(Allen andAngliss 2012; Calambokidis et al. 2008). 
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Figure 3. Population estimates of wintering humpback whales in Hawaii, 1979·2006, (Data 
sources: Darling et al. 1983; Baker and Herman 1987; Calambokidis et al. 1997; Mobley et al. 
2001; Calambokidis et al. 2008) 
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DISTINCT POPULATION SEGMENT 

NMFS should recognize the North Pacific population of humpback whale as a 
distinct population segment (DPS). In 1996, NMFS adopted a policy on recognizing 
DPSs of vertebrate fish or wildlife species for the purposes of listing, delisting, and 
reclassifying species under the ESA (61 FR 4722, February 7, 1996). Three elements 
are considered in a decision regarding the status of a possible DPS as endangered or 
threatened under the Act. These are applied similarly for consideration of additions 
to the lists of endangered and threatened wildlife and plants, reclassifications, and 
removals from the lists. The three elements include: (1) discreteness of the 
population segment in relation to the remainder of the species to which it belongs; 
(2) the significance ofthe population segment to the species to which it belongs; and 
(3) the population segment's conservation status in relation to the Act's standards 
for listing (i.e., is the population segment, when treated as if it were a species, 
endangered or threatened?). 

Discreteness 

To be considered a DPS, a population first must be discrete. According to the DPS 
policy, a population segment of a vertebrate species may be considered discrete if it 
satisfies either one of the following conditions: 

1. It is markedly separated from other populations of the same taxon as a 
consequence of physical, physiological, ecological, or behavioral factors. 
Quantitative measures of genetic or morphological discontinuity may provide 
evidence of this separation. 

2. It is delimited by international governmental boundaries within which 
differences in control of exploitation, management of habitat, conservation 
status, or regulatory mechanisms exist that are significant in light of section 
4(a)(l)(D) of the Act. 

The best available scisnce indicates that the humpback whale population in the 
North Pacific is unequivocally separated spatially, genetically and morphologically 
from humpback whale populations in the Southern Hemisphere (Fleming and 
Jackson 2011). However, population structure within the North Pacific population 
is complex, and neither migratory patterns nor genetic evidence provide conclusive 
evidence for further dividing the North Pacific population into distinct segments. 
Therefore, NMFS should consider the North Pacific population as a discrete 
segment for consideration of a DPS under the ESA . 
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Spatial Separation 

Humpback whales exhibit antiropicahiistribution (Davies 1962), separating the 
northern and southern hemisphere populations. The northern hemisphere 
population is further divided by continental land masses into the North Pacific and 
North Atlantic populations (Baker et al. 1994; Valsecchi eta al. 1997). The southern 
hemisphere population has a circumpolar distribution throughout the southern 
oceans. 

Humpback whales in the northern and southern hemispheres of the Pacific Ocean 
are separated spatially based on their seasonal migratory patterns. In the North 
Pacific, humpback whale feed in higher latitudes during the boreal summer and 
breed in lower latitudes north of the equator during the boreal winter. In the South 
Pacific, humpback whales feed in the Antarctic during the austral summer (boreal 
winter) and breed in lower latitudes south of the equator during the austral winter 
(boreal summer). 

Individual humpback whales in the Southern Hemisphere differ from those in the 
two Northern Hemisphere oceans in the timing and location of reproduction. 
Observations indicate that mating occurs six months apart in the two hemispheres. 
Differing estimates of testis weight from the breeding and feeding grounds (and no 
spermatozoa detected on feeding grounds; Symons and Weston 1958) indicate that 
there is seasonal variation in sperm production (Chittleborough 1965; Omura 1953), 
further supporting the asynchrony of seasonal mating between the Northern and 
Southern Hemisphere populations. Ovulation is also seasonal (Chittleborough 
1957), suggesting that if individual whales travel between the hemispheres outside 
their usual estrus period, this seasonality may prohibit successful reproduction. 
Encounters on common breeding grounds between whales at the very end or start of 
their respective winter breeding seasons (e.g. in Panama and Costa Rica) may 
result in successful reproduction, although no evidence is currently available to 
support this. 

Within the North Pacific, migratory movements and population structure are much 
more complex <Barlow et al. 2011; Calambokidis et al. 2008; Figure I) than the 
separation among the three oceanic populations. Current evidence from photo· 
identification suggest that feeding areas throughout the North Pacific receive 
whales migrating from a combination of breeding areas, breeding areas represent 
whales from a number of feeding areas, and some interchange also occurs between 
breeding areas (Barlow et al. 20 II; Figure 2). While a high degree of structure has 
been found, the complex patterns make it difficult to define distinct population 
structures of humpback whales within the North Pacific based on migratory 
movements. 
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Genetic Distinction 

There is strong evidence of ecological and evolutionary differentiation between the 
Northern and Southern Hemisphere populations of humpback whales. Significant 
differences in the three principal oceanic populations in the North Pacific, North 
Atlantic, and Southern Oceans have been shown through mitochondrial DNA 
(mtDNA) and microsatellite analyses, suggesting that gene flow between oceans is 
minimal and migration between oceanic populations is limited to no more than a 
few females per generation (Baker et al. 1993, 1994; Valsecchi et al. 1997). Of the 22 
mtDNA haplotypes found in the world-wide survey of 230 individuals, only three 
were found in more than one ocean (Baker et al. 1994). Of the three haplotypes 
occurring in more than one ocean, only one was found to be common to the North 
Pacific and Southern Oceans. No haplotype was common to all three oceanic 
populations. 

Genetic differentiation within the North Pacific population is much more complex, 
as seen in the preliminary analysis of genetic samples from the SPLASH project 
(Baker et al. 2008) and parallel to the population structure described from 
migratory movements (Barlow et al. 2011). While high levels of differentiation have 
been found among some combination of feeding and breeding areas, current 
evidence show that there is not a one·to·one relationship offeeding and breeding 
grounds in the North Pacific, with majority of the areas representing 'mixed-stocks' 
with connections to multiple migratory destinations (Baker et al. 2008). The extent 
of reproductive isolation between regions has yet to be determined using SPLASH 
data. Current genetic evidence is therefore insufficient to delineate North Pacific 
humpback whales into more discrete population segments. However, genetic 
distinction between the North Pacific population and other populations supports 
delineation of the North Pacific population as a discrete segment. 

Morphological Differences 

Individual humpback whales in the Southern Hemisphere differ from those in the 
two Northern Hemisphere oceans in the patterning and extent of ventral fluke and 
lateral pigmentation CRosenbaum et al. 1995). North Pacific populations of 
humpback whales are characterized by significantly more dark-colored flukes, while 
the Southern Ocean stocks consist of individuals with significantly more light· 
colored flukes (Rosenbaum et al. 1995). 

If a population segment is considered discrete, its biological and ecological 
significance will then be considered in light of Congressional guidance (see Senate 
Report 151, 96th Congress, 1st Session) that the authority to list DPS's be used 
"sparingly" while encouraging the conservation of genetic diversity. In carrying out 
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this examination, NMFS will consider available scientific evidence of the DPS's 
importance to the taxon to which it belongs. According to the policy, this 
consideration may include, but is not limited to, the following: 

1. Persistence of the discrete population segment in an ecological setting 
unusual or unique for the taxon, 

2. Evidence that loss of the discrete population segment would result in a 
significant gap in the range of a taxon, 

3. Evidence that the discrete population segment represents the only 
surviving natural occurrence of a taxon that may be more abundant 
elsewhere as an introduced population outside its historic range, or 

4. Evidence that the discrete population segment differs markedly from other 
populations of the species in its genetic characteristics. 

Because precise circumstances will vary considerably from case to case, it is not 
possible to describe prospectively all the classes of information that might bear on 
the biological and ecological importance of a DPS. 

Several classes of information provide compelling evidence of the biological and 
ecological significance of the North Pacific humpback whale population. This 
information demonstrates the potential for a significant gap in the species' range if 
the North Pacific humpback whale stock is extirpated, and also the marked genetic 
differentiation in this population from other populations of humpback whales. 

Significant Gap in the Species Range 

If the North Pacific humpback whale population is deemed to be a geographically 
broad and distinct population of humpback whales as the prevailing information 
suggests, loss of this population would result in a significant gap in the range of 
humpback whale. Loss of this population would create an extensive gap in the 
species distribution as there are no other breeding populations of humpback whales 
in the northern hemisphere of the Pacific Ocean that migrates to higher latitudes of 
the North Pacific. A portion ofthe Southern Hemisphere humpback whales migrate 
north of the equator to breeding grounds in the eastern Pacific, but these 
individuals utilize foraging grounds in the Southern Oceans. In addition, migration 
between North Pacific, Southern Oceans, and North Atlantic populations of 
humpback whales are considered to be approximately one female per generation 
(Baker et al. 1994), making timely repopulation from the southern hemisphere 
unlikely if the North Pacific population were extirpated from its range . 
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However, because of the genetic exchange that occurs between the humpback whale 
subgroups in the North Pacific, decreases in smaller subgroups, such as Asia or 
Central America, would probably not create a significant gap in the population's 
range. In the recent draft policy interpreting the phrase "significant portion of its 
range," NMFS and FWS stated as follows: 

[T]o determine if a portion of a species' range is significant, FWS 
or NMFS would ask whether, without that portion, the 
representation, redundancy, or resiliency of the specie~r the 
four viability characteristics used more commonly by NMFS
would be so impaired that the species would have an increased 
vulnerability to threats to the point that the overall species 
would be in danger of extinction (i.e., would be "endangered"). If 
so, the portion is significant. 

(76 FR 76987, at 76994). Here, because the numbers of whales in the Western and 
Central American portions of the North Pacific population are small relative to the 
total population, and because there is some degree of cross-over between different 
subgroups in the North Pacific, changes in those populations will not have 
significant impacts on the North Pacific population as a whole. Therefore, those 
portions are probably not "significant" under the new draft policy. 

Marked Genetic Differences 

The genetic uniqueness of the North Pacific population, as described above, further 
increases the importance of the population, as complete extermination of the North 
Pacific stock would eliminate those genetic traits and lineages from the worldwide 
population of humpback whales. 

DELISTING 

Once designated as a Distinct Population Segment, NMFS should delist the North 
Pacific DPS of humpback whales. NMFS may delist a species if, after a review of 
the status of the species, the best scientific and commercial information available 
substantiate that it is neither endangered nor threatened and protection under the 
ESA is no longer required. 40 CFR 424.ll(d) (2011). In determining whether a 
species should be delisted, NMFS considers: 

(1) The present or threatened destruction, modification, or curtailment of its 
habitat or range; 

(2) Over utilization for commercial, recreational, scientific, or educational 
purposes; 

(3) Disease or predation; 
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(4) The inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms; or 
(5) Other natural or manmade factors affecting its continued existence. 

40 CFR 424(c), (d). 

The Final Recovery Plan for the Humpback Whale (NMFS 1991) specified the goals 
of the plan as follows: 

This Plan recommends actions designed to help humpback whale populations to 
grow to at least 60% of their abundance befbre commercial hunting and to 
expand into formerly occupied ranges. Since it is not yet possible to estimate pre· 
hunting population sizes sufficiently accurately, an interim goal is recommended 
that humpback whale populations addressed in this Plan double in size within 
the next 20 years. · 

According to one estimate, North Pacific humpback whale populations were 
estimated to be at about 15,000 prior to commercial exploitation in the twentieth 
century <Rice 1978). Based on the most recent population estimate produced from 
the SPLASH data collected from 2004 to 2006, the North Pacific humpback whale 
population now number over 21,000 animals (Barlow eta!. 2011), exceeding the pre· 
exploitation estimate. Prior to the SPLASH study, the most complete estimate of 
abundance for humpback whales in the North Pacific was from data collected in 
1991-93, with a best mark-recapture estimate of6,010 (CV = 0.08) for the entire 
North Pacific (Calambokidis et al. 1997). Further, the Hawaii breeding population 
was estimated between 2, 754·4,000 (Calambokidis et al. 1997; Mobley eta!. 200 1) in 
the early 1990s, while the current best estimate is 10,103. These estimates show 
that the North Pacific humpback whale population has met the interim goal set 
forth by the Recovery Plan, and have also likely met the long-term goal. 

The petitioner has reviewed the best available scientific information regarding the 
listing factors in Section 4(a)(1) of the ESA and provides the following assessment of 
each factor. 

(1) The North Pacific humpback whale population is not faced with the present 
or threatened destruction, modification, or curtailment of ite habitat or 
range. 

Humpback whales utilize a wide variety of habitats in the North Pacific while in 
feeding and breeding areas and during migrations. Though there are a few 
exceptions, most whales in breeding areas have been found in water depths ofless 
than 200m (Chittleborough 1953; Oviedo and Solis 2008; Winn et al. 1975). The 
lower temperature limit for suitable humpback whale breeding habitat is estimated 
at 2l.l°C (Rasmussen et al. 2007). Some studies have found humpback whale 
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distribution to be correlated with group composition (e.g., females with calves, solo 
animals, singers etc) (Craig and Herman 2000; Frankel et al. 1995; Smultea 1994). 

In the Recovery Plan, NMFS identified two primary threats to humpback whale 
habitat: chemical pollution (including oil spills) and coastal development (NMFS 
1991). A recent assessment of humpback whales worldwide (Fleming and Jackson 
2011) similarly identified pollution as a threat to humpback whale habitat, but did 
not identify coastal development as a threat. Humpback whale populations 
throughout the Pacific have more than doubled since the Recovery Plan was 
completed, during which time coastal development has continued in both breeding 
and feeding habitats. 

Organic contaminants have been detected in humpback whales on Northern 
Hemisphere feeding grounds (Elfes et al. 2010). Concentrations of organic 
contaminants were high in some areas, likely reflecting proximity to industrialized 
areas and prey choice. Contaminants such as DDT and PCBs were found in higher 
concentrations in older animals (Elfes et al. 2010). However, concentrations of 
organic contaminants in humpback whales were on average low relative to levels 
found in odontocetes (O'Shea and Brownell1994). The health effects of different 
contaminants are currently unknown for humpback whales (Fleming and Jackson 
2011). The population level impact of contaminants is unknown at this time, 
although Elfes (2010) suggests the levels found in humpbacks are unlikely to have a 
significant impact on their persistence as a population (Fleming and Jackson 2011). 

There is very little known about the effects of oil or petroleum on cetaceans and 
especially on mysticetes (Fleming and Jackson 2011). However, the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill of 1989 did not significantly impact humpback whales in Prince Williams 
Sounds (Dahlheim and Von Ziegesar 1993). 

Pollution from untreated industrial and domestic wastewater has been implicated 
as a causal factor for algal blooms, some of which are detrimental to marine 
organisms (Fleming and Jackson 20 11). Toxins produced by different algae can be 
concentrated as they move up the food chain, particularly during algal blooms. 
Naturally occurring toxin poisoning can be the cause of whale stranding events and 
is particularly implicated when unusual mortality events occur. Several cases of 
unusual mortality events have been documented for humpback whales, all of which 
have occurred on the U.S. East Coast and none in the North Pacific population. 
Toxins from algae are therefore a negligible threat to North Pacific humpback 
whales. 

There are no known adverse effucts to humpback whales from global climate 
change, although several possible impacts have been suggested, including impacts 
to abundance and distribution of prey (Fleming and Jackson 2011) . 
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In summary, no current or specific impacts have been identified for North Pacific 
humpback whales due to either pollution or coastal development, the two primary 
threats identified for the whale population. Thus, due to this lack of significant 
threats to its long-term survival, the North Pacific humpback whale population does 
not appear to be faced with any threatened destruction, modification, or curtailment 
of its habitat or range. 

(2) The North Pacific humpback whale population is not subject to 
overutilization for commercial, recreational, scientific, or educational 
purposes. 

Humpback whales were commercially exploited during the Twentieth Century, 
reducing the North Pacific humpback whale population from an estimated 15,000 in 
the early 1900s (Rice 1978) to approximately 1,400 after the whaling ended 
(Gambell 1976). The International Whaling Commission QWC) prohibited 
commercial whaling of humpback whales in 1966, and the U.S. designated the 
species as "endangered" under the Endangered Species Conservation Act (ESC A) in 
1970. The ESCA was later replaced by the ESA in 1973, and humpback whales 
remain protected from commercial whaling at both international and domestic 
levels. 

The IWC established an international moratorium on the whaling of all large whale 
species in 1982. Since the whaling moratorium was put into effect, some nations 
have continued to hunt whales under Article VIII ofthe International Convention 
for the Regulation of Whaling, which allows the killing of whales for scientific 
research purposes. However, no humpback whales are currently declared as a 
target of scientific research takes. While genetic monitoring surveys of Japanese 
market whale products (1993-2009) have detected tissue from 17 different 
humpback whales (Steel et aL 2009), these takes are likely to have negligible 
population impact. Therefore, the North Pacific humpback whale population is not 
subject to overutilization for commercial purposes. 

Whale-watch tourism is a global industry with major economic value for many 
coastal communities (O'Connor eta!. 2009). It has been expanding rapidly since the 
1980s, with great variation in the extent of regulation and intensity of the activity 
among regions (Hoyt 2000). Whale watching operations have been documented in 
119 countries worldwide as of 2008, including on many humpback whale feeding 
grounds, breeding grounds and migratory corridors (O'Connor et al. 2009). Research 
to determine population-level effects of whale watching on humpback whales 
showed that calving rate and calf survival at age two were not negatively affected 
by whale watching activities (Weinrich and Corbelli 2009). The most common 
response of humpback whales to whale watch boats is increased swimming speed, 
and little evidence exists that whale watching activities have significant effects on 
interbreath intervals and blow rates (Senigaglia et al. 2012). 
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Efforts to manage whale watching operations have included limiting the number of 
whale watching vessels, limiting vessel approach distances to whales, specifYing the 
manner of operating around whales and establishing limits to the period of 
exposure ofthe whales. 

In Hawaii and Alaska, federal law prohibits approaching humpback whales closer 
than 100 yards when on the water or disrupt normal behavior (50 CFR § 224.103). 
In addition, operating any aircraft within 1,000 feet of humpback whales is also 
prohibited in Hawaii. Therefore, the North Pacific humpback whale population is 
not subject to overutilization for recreational purposes. 

(3) According to the best scientific information, disease and predation are not 
factors that afl'ect the North Pacific humpback whale's recovery. 

At present, North Pacific humpback whale recovery is not affected by any disease or 
predation. However, direct monitoring of species biochemistry and pathology, as 
used to determine the state of health in humans and domestic animals (e.g. 
hematology, serum biochemistry, immune function markers), is very limited for 
humpback whales as for most marine mammals, and there is little published on 
humpback disease as a result. Humpback whales do carry a crustacean 
ectoparasite (the cyamid Cyamus hoopili). However, while the whale is the main 
source of nutrition for this parasite (Schell et al. 2000), there is little evidence that 
it contributes to whale mortality (Fleming and Jackson 2011). 

The most common predator of humpback whales is the killer whale (Orcinus orca, 
Jefferson et al. 1991), although actual attacks are rarely observed. Predation by 
large sharks is also likely to occur, and attacks by false killer whales (Pseudorca 
crassidens), although rare, have also been reported or inferred (Fleming and 
Jackson 2011). 

In the North Pacific, most killer whale attacks on humpback whales occur at or 
near the wintering grounds, and a substantial portion of the attacks occur in the 
eastern North Pacific (Steiger et al. 2008). However, these attacks are unlikely to be 
significantly affecting the recovery of the North Pacific population. Therefore, at 
this time neither disease nor predation significantly affect the North Pacific 
humpback whale's recovery. 

(4) Existing regulatory mechanisms adequately protect the North Pacific 
humpback whale. 

North Pacific humpback whales will be adequately protected through local, federal, 
and international regulatory mechanisms, even if ESA protections are removed . 
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Humpback whales are protected as indigenous wildlife under Hawaii 
Administrative Rules 13-124. The State law prohibits the capture, possession, 
injury, killing, destruction, sale, transport, or export of indigenous wildl:ife. The 
listing of humpback whales as indigenous wildlife is independent of the species' 
ESA status. 

All marine mammals, regardless of their status under the ESA, are protected under 
the U.S. Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMP A) of 1972. The MMP A prohibits, 
with certain exceptions, the "take" of marine mammals in U.S. waters and by U.S. 
citizens on the high seas, and the importation of marine mammals and marine 
mammal products into the U.S. Under the MMP A, "take" is defined as "harass, 
hunt, capture, kill or collect, or attempt to harass, hunt, capture, kill or collect." 
Since the 1994 amendment of the MMPA, NMFS annually prepares marine 
mammal stock assessment reports (SARs). Information on each stock's population 
estimates, status, and human-caused mortality and serious injury (M&SI) are 
reported in SARs, which provide an adequate mechanism for monitoring marine 
mammal populations and impacts to populations over time. Currently, three 
separate SARs are prepared for the North Pacific population: California ·Oregon
Washington; Central North Pacific; and Western North Pacific. Furthermore, 
NMFS may convene take reduction teams (TRT) for certain marine mammal stocks 
with M&SI levels exceeding the stock's potential biological removal (pBR) to 
develop a plan to reduce incidental take to sustainable levels. M&SI levels for the 
three North Pacific humpback whale stocks are below PBR (Allen and Angliss 2012: 
Caretta et al. 2011), and thus no TRT has been convened to date for these stocks. 

The Hawaii breeding population of North Pacific humpback whale is protected by 
the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary. The 
Sanctuary was created by Congress in 1992 to protect humpback whales and their 
habitat in Hawaii, and is the only single-species Sanctuary in its system. It is 
administered by the Department of Commerce's National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration ("NOAA") in partnership with the State of Hawaii's Department of 
Land and Natural Resources. The Sanctuary's Management Plan (2002) requires 
management of the Sanctuary to: conserve, enhance, and protect humpback whales 
and their habitat and promote and coordinate research to enhance the 
understanding of humpback whales and their habitat, and to improve management 
decision·making. 

To enforce these goals, the Sanctuary has regulations, prohibiting: 
• Approaching, or causing a vessel or other object to approach, within the 

Sanctuary, by any means, within 100 yards of any humpback whale except as 
authorized under the MMPA, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq., and the 
ESA, as amended, 16 U.S. C. 1531 et seq.; 

• Operating any aircraft above the Sanctuary within 1,000 feet of any 
humpback whale except when in any designated flight corridor for takeoff or 
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landing from an airport or runway or as authorized under the MMPA and the 
ES.A; 

• Taking any humpback whale in the Sanctuary except as authorized under 
the MMP A and the ESA; and 

• Possessing within the Sanctuary (regardless of where taken) any living or 
dead humpback whale or part thereof taken in violation ofthe MMPA or the 
ESA. 

Five additional National Marine Sanctuaries are located within the North Pacific 
humpback whale range: Olympic Coast, Cordell Bank, Gulf of the Farallones, 
Monterey Bay, and Channel Islands (Figure 4). Additional protection for humpback 
whales and their habitat is also provided by the Papahanaumokuakea Marine 
National Monument, which encompasses 139,797 square miles of ocean around the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands . 
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Figure 4. Locations of National Marine Sanctuaries and Marine National Monuments. (Map 
source: http://olympiccoast.noaa.gov/visitor/visitormaps/visitormaps.htmD 

Internationally, humpback whales are protected under the International Whaling 
Commission (IWC), established under the International Convention for the 
Regulation of Whaling of 1946. IWC prohibited commercial whaling of North Pacific 
humpback whales in 1966, and an international moratorium on the whaling of all 
large whale species was established in 1982. No commercial whaling of humpback 
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whales has taken place since the moratorium. Some nations have continued to hunt 
whales under Article VIII of the International Convention for the Regulation of 
Whaling, which allows the killing of whales for scientific research purposes. 
However, no humpback whales are currently declared as a target of scientific 
research takes. The current moratorium on commercial whaling will remain in 
place unless a 75% majority ofiWC signatory members vote to lift it. 

Under the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals 
(CMS), humpback whales are currently listed in Appendix I ("Endangered"). CMS 
Parties are required to protect Appendix I species where they occur, conserve or 
restore habitats, mitigate obstacles to migration, and control other endangering 
factors. Humpback whales are also listed in Appendix I ("threatened with 
extinction") under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). Trade of specimens of Appendix I species is 
permitted only in exceptional circumstances. 

Together, all of these state and federal laws and programs will provide sufficient 
protection for the North Pacific humpback whale, even without ESA protection. 

(5) No other natural or manmade factors afl.'ect the population's oontinued 
existence. 

In the Recovery Plan, NMFS identified several known and potential impacts to 
humpback whales, including collision with ships, entrapment and entanglement in 
fishing gear, and acoustic disturbance (NMFS 1991). A recent assessment of 
humpback whales worldwide (Fleming and Jackson 2011) similarly identified these 
factors as having potential impacts to humpback whale populations. While these 
threats may pose risks to individual animals in the population, the steady increase 
in population throughout the North Pacific indicates that cumulatively, these 
threats have not curtailed the recovery and growth of the humpback whale 
population, and therefure not affucting its continued existence. 

Collisions with ships have been reported in both feeding and breeding areas of the 
North Pacific humpback whale range. Ship strikes may result in life-threatening 
trauma or mortality for the whale, although the severity of injuries depends 
primarily on speed and size of the vessel. Worldwide, humpback whales are the 
second·most commonly reported species involved in vessel strikes after fin whales 
(Fleming and Jackson 2011). Calves and juvenile whales are thought to be more 
susceptible to vessel collisions (Wiley and Asmutis 1995). 

Within the North Pacific, ship strike reports in Hawaii and Alaska have increased 
over the years, although such increases likely reflect increasing humpback whale 
populations and increase in vessels operating in humpback whale habitat (Lammers 
et al. 2003). A large percentage of shlp strikes in Hawaii and Alaska are non-fatal, 
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and primarily occur with pleasure crafts and commercial whale watching vessels 
(Douglas et al. 2008). In Hawaii, 22 reports of vessel collisions were reported 
between 1975 and 2003 (Lammers et al. 2003), with the highest level of interaction 
reported from Maui where whale watching activities are active and whale numbers 
are high. In more recent years, vessel collisions with humpback whales 
overwintering in Hawaii have been reported at rates of6.8 whales per year in 2005-
2009 and 5.0 whales per year in 2010-2011 (Chow 2012). In Alaska, 62 vessel 
collisions with large whale species were reported from 1978·2006, involving a wide 
range of vessel types (Fleming and Jackson 2011). In addition, Douglas and 
colleagues (2008) summarized ship strike information off the Washington coast and 
the Strait of Juan de Fuca from 1980·2006 and found only one record of a possible 
ship-struck humpback whale. 

The most recent stock assessment reports (SARs) for the three North Pacific 
humpback whale stocks report a small number of ship strikes. For the 
California/Oregon/Washington stock, the average number of documented humpback 
whale deaths by ship strikes for 2004-2008 was 0.4 animals per year, whereas the 
potential biological removal <PBR) for this stock in the U.S. waters is 11.3 (Caretta 
et al. 2011). For the Central North Pacific stock, the average number of mortality 
and serious injury (M&SI) from ship strikes for 2003-2007 was estimated at 1.6 
animals per year, whereas the PBR for this stock is 61.2 (Allen and Angliss 2012). 
No estimate of ship strike mortality is reported for the Western North Pacific stock. 
Available data on ship strikes in the North Pacific show that this factor is not 
affecting the continued existence of humpback whales. 

Entanglement in fishing gear and other marine debris is a documented source of 
injury and mortality to cetaceans, including humpback whales. In Hawaii, the 
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary (HIHWNMS) 
receives reports of entangled large whales and the Hawaiian Islands Large Whale 
Entanglement Response Network responds to the reports when appropriate. Since 
the program was implemented in 2002, the Network confirmed 112 reports as true 
entanglement oflarge whales, with all but three reports involving humpback 
whales (Lyman 2012). Entanglement reports have increased over time, 
corresponding to the increasing wintering population in Hawaiian waters. The 
Network has successfully removed entangling gear from 15 humpback whales since 
2003, and 10 humpbacks reported entangled in Hawaii have confirmed to have gear 
from Alaska (Lyman 2012). In U.S. waters, the average number of humpback 
whales resulting in M&SI from commercial fisheries is 3.8 animals for the Central 
North Pacific stock (Allen and Angliss 2012), and 3.2 animals for the 
California/Oregon/Washington stock (Caretta et al. 2011). These interaction rates 
are below the stocks' calculated PBR, suggesting that fishery interactions do not 
affect the continued existence of these stocks. Limited information is available on 
entanglement and fishery interactions in the western Pacific (Allen and Angliss 
2012). 
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Acoustic disturbance are considered a threat to cetaceans, especially anthropogenic 
low-frequency sound produced by shipping, oil and gas development, defense-related 
and research activities. However, available evidence suggests that anthropogenic 
noise do not threaten the continued existence of North Pacific humpback whales. 
Only one record is known in which two humpback whales were stranded with 
extensive damage to the temporal bones from a large scale explosion (Fleming and 
Jackson 2011). Impact oflow·frequency noise on variation of humpback whale songs 
appears to be minimal, although studies have shown that song length increased in 
response to low·frequency broadcasts (Fristrup et al. 2003; Miller et al. 2000). 
Studies on other baleen whales have shown no obvious impact of low-frequency 
noise on foraging behavior (Croll et aL 2001). Acoustic Thermometry of Ocean 
Climate (ATOC) projectors offshore California and Hawaii were observed to have 
subtle but significant effects on humpback whales, but these projects are no longer 
active (Fleming and Jackson 2011). 

In su=ary, although the factors described above may cause isolated impacts on 
humpback whales, they do not result in any risk to the population's continued 
existence. 
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CONCLUSION 

The best available scientific information supports the designation of the North 
Pacific humpback whales as a DPS. Genetic, spatial and morphological information 
indicate that the North Pacific population 'is unequivocally separated from the 
populations in the Southern Hemisphere, whereas the complexity of population 
structure within the North Pacific population precludes further division ofthe 
population into distinct segments. Furthermore, loss of this population would create 
an extensive gap in the species distribution as there are no other breeding 
populations of humpback whales in the Pacific Ocean that migrates to higher 
latitudes of the northern hemisphere. We therefore request that NMFS consider the 
information presented in this document and evaluate the North Pacific humpback 
whale population against the DPS policy under the ESA. 

IfNMFS chooses to designate a North Pacific DPS, the best available scientific 
infurmation also supports the delisting of the DPS. The population has increased 
more than tenfold to over 21,000 individuals since the cessation of commercial 
whaling and has met the interim goal specified in the 1991 Recovery Plan. The two 
primary threats identified in the Recovery Plan, chemical pollution and coastal 
development, do not appear to be negatively impacting the recovery or health of the 
population, and the continued population increase despite other anthropogenic 
threats such as ship strikes and acoustic disturbance indicate that these threats do 
not result in any risk to the population's continued existence. International, federal, 
and local regulatory mechanisms including the moratorium on commercial whaling 
under the International Whaling Commission and the prohibition of take under the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act will continue to provide adequate protection for the 
North Pacific humpback whales. For these reasons, the North Pacific humpback 
whale population no longer requires the protection of the ESA and should be 
delisted. 
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PROCESSING OF THE PETITION 

This petition is filed pursuant to the ESA and in accordance with § 553(3) of the 
Administrative Procedure Act. Section 4(b)(3)(A) of the ESA (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) 
requires that NMFS make a finding on whether a petition to list, de list, 
or reclassify a species presents substantial scientific or commercial information to 
indicate that the petitioned action may be warranted. This petition sets in motion a 
specific administrative process as defined by 50 C.F.R. § 424.14(b), placing 
mandatory response requirements on NMFS. 

As a petition to classify a species as a DPS and delist the DPS, NMFS is bound to 
process this petition within a predetermined time frame as defined by 50 C.F.R. § 
424.14(b) to the maximum extent practicable. The regulations require the NMFS to 
make a finding within 90 days of receipt of this petition as to whether a finding of 
'DPS' and delisting may be warranted. The finding shall be promptly published in 
the Federal Register pursuant to 50 CFR § 424.14(b)(l). Within 12 months of 
receiving this petition, NMFS is required to find that this petition is not warranted, 
is warranted or warranted but precluded, and shall promptly publish notice of such 
intention in the Federal Register according to 50 CFR § 424.14(b)(3). The Hawaii 
Fishermen's Alliance for Conservation and Tradition, Inc. fully expects the NMFS 
to comply with these mandatory deadlines . 
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APPENDIX I: EXPANDED LIST OF PETITIONERS 

Organizations: 

Waialua Boat Club 
Atlapac Fishing Club 
Kaka'ako Kasting Club 
Keehi Boat Club 
Pacific Islands Fisheries Group 
Big Island Fisheries Alliance 
Maui Cooperative Fishing Association 
Aiea Boat Club 

609 Individual Petitioners 

Oahu Island 
Oahu Island 
Oahu Island 
Oahu Island 
Statewide 
Hawaii Island 
Maui Island 
Oahu Island 



From: 11 Ed Watamura" <watamuraeOOl@hawaii.rr~com> 
To: "RNVFishing" <rnvfishing@gmail.corn> 
Cc: "Phil Fernandez" <phil@philfernandez.corn>; "Ronald Tarn" 
<Fishingready@gmail.corn>; "Stephen WHA Lee" <swhal@hawaii.rr.corn>; "Mark 
M" <rnarkmits@lava.net> 
Subject: Re: wac petition 
Date: Wednesday, February 20, 2013 11:07 AM 

Here is my letter to accompany the wac Petition 

I am writing this on behalf of the members of the Waialua Boat Club 
of which I am the President. 

We believe that the North Pacific stock of Humpback Whales should 
be classified as a Distinct Population and delisted from the Endangered 
Species Act. The current estimate of 21,000 Humpback Whales is indicative 
of a healthy population that is increasing at a rate of 6%-7% per year. 
We support the concept of delisting as a success story and like the bald 
eagle, gray whale, and gray wolf see this as a cause for celebration. The 
integrity of the Endangered Species Act itself is at stake here and by 
not delisting a recovered species, the ESA becomes suspect, as something 
other than what it was intended. All of the qualifying parameters for 
recovery have been met, including the population doubling in 20 years and 
growth of at least 60% of the pre-exploitation abundance. In fact, at the 
present rate of growth, the population is expected to be 40,000 in ten 
years. 

The delisting by no means will result in a lack of protection. 
There are International, Federal, and State regulations that will 
prohibit any harm done to the North Pacific Humpback Whale. 

As I alluded to earlier, the integrity of the ESA will be 
scrutinized, especially since there is proposal to expand the Hawaiian 
Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary, not just in area, but also to 
include several other species, including Monk Seals, Spinner Dolphins, 
False Killer Whales, Corals, and other ecosystem species. One wonders 
what the motivation is behind this expansion, and the preservation of 
jobs created by the Sanctuary becomes a possible culprit. There are 
already a host of protective regulations regarding the aforementioned 
species and duplicity is a real and justifiable concern. 

In addition, the people of Hawaii see the continuity and expansion 
of the Sanctuary as a loss of control over their own waters and shores 
and don't want decisions concerning their waters and shores in the hands 
of non-residents. 

We believe and fully support the delisting of the North Pacific 
Humpback Whale from the Endangered Species Act List. 

Sincerely, 

Edwin N. Watamura 
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February 26, 20 I J(date) 

Secretary of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave., NW 
Washington D.C. 20230 

Pear Secretary: 

The Atlapac Fishing Club extends our support of the petition to re-classify the North Peeific Humpback 
whale as a distinct population segment and its de-listing from the endangered species list. 

As tbe petition clearly states: 

• The population has made a reroarlulble recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960's. 
• Scientists estimate a population of over 21,000 whales, and possibly even greater numbers now as 

these figures are several years old. 
• The population is healthy and not faced with iml)acts threatening existence .. 
• The species will still be fully protected by the Marine Mammal Protected Act and other Federal 

and State Laws. 

Thank you for your consideration into this matter. 

Sincerely, 

The Members of the Atlapae Fishing Club 

Submitted by: ~ • 1"\ 1'\ /\_ 
Sandra Arakaki~ ~' 
Secretary · 
Atlapa£ Fishing Club 
PO Box 60677 
Ewa Beach Hawaii 96706 



Kaka'ako Kastlng Club 
1951 Ulana St. 

Honolulu, HI 96819 

February 26, 2013 

Attn: Secretery of Commerce 

Dear Secretery: 

The members of the Kaka'ako Kasting Club asks the Secretery's 
consideration of the petition to re-classify the North Pacific 
Humpback Whale as a Distinct Population Segment and to 
consider the de-listing of the species from the Endangered 
Species Act. 

As regular local ocean users, we have witnessed firsthand the 
population increase over the years. 

We also understand that the science clearly indicates that a 
separate population not only exists but that that current population 
numbers prove that the species can be de-listed from the 
endangered species list. 

Thank you for hearing our concern. 

Honorio Madriage, Jr. 
President 
Kaka'ako Kesting Club 
Honolulu, HI 



February 28, 2013 

Attn: Rebecca Blank 
Deputy Secretary of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave., NW 
Washington D.C. 20230 

To Whom this May Concern: 

The Keehi Boat Club is in support of the petition to re-classify the North Pacific Humpback 
Whale as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and thus de-listing of the species from the endangered 
species list. 

Through the years of scientific study ,and through observation indicates the North Pacific 
Humpback Whale has fully recovered; and also has exceeded its initial recovery goals by more than ten 
times to the set goal. The de-listing of the North Pacific Humpback Whale further validates that the 
current laws that are in place, to allow the species to recover; should be deemed a success. 

In closing the North Pacific Humpback Whale can now earn its place on the celebrated list of 
other previously endangered or threatened species such as the American Bald Eagle, Grey Whale, 
Alligator and North American Grey Wolf. 

Yours Truely, 

Matthew G. Moribe 
President 
Keehi Boat Club 



February 28, 2013 

Attn: Rebecca Blank 
Deputy Secretary of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave., NW 
Washington D.C. 20230 

Dear Deputy Secretary Blank: 

PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 
FISHERIES 
GROUP 

The Pacific Islands Fisheries Group endorses the petition to re-classify the North Pacific 
Humpback Whale as a Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and to reassess the stock populations. 

Many years of scientific studies and even casual observation indicates that the North Pacific 
Humpback Whale has indeed not only fully recovered but has exceeded its initial recovery goals 
by ten times the projected number. Once the stocks have recovered, the ensuing de-listing of the 
species will further validate that our laws that were put in place to allow the species to recover, 
can be considered a success. 

The results of the assessment hopefully will allow the North Pacific Humpback Whale to earn its 
place on the celebrated list among other previously endangered or threatened species such as the 
American Bald Eagle, Grey Whale, Alligator and North American Grey Wolf. 

Sincerely, 

Neil Kanemoto 
President 
Pacific Islands Fisheries Group 

150 Hamakua Drive, PBN No. 430 
Kailua, Hawaii 96734 



Ms. Rebecca Blank 
Deputy Secretary of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave., NW 
Washington D.C. 20230 

Dear Secretary Blank, 

Big Island Fisheries Amanee 

March 18, 2013 

The Big Island Fisheries Alliance is a group of fishermen, both recreational and commercial, that 
fishes the west side of Hawaii Island. We include trollers, hook-and-line boat fishers, shoreline, 
thrownet, scuba and skin diving spearfishers and traditional methods fishers. We support the 
petition to re-classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale as a Distinct Population Segment 
(DPS) and the de-listing of the species from the endangered species list. 

The nearshore waters of West Hawaii Island is a major wintering group of humpback whales. 
We have observed a constant and large growth of the population of whales that visit the area for 
mating and birthing calves. We have observed that the population of humpbacks are strong and 
healthy. This observation is consistent with scientific studies that indicate that the North Pacific 
Humpback Whale has indeed not only fully recovered but has exceeded its initial recovery goals. 

Threats to the humpback's extinction are gone. There is no more whaling of these large 
creatures. Furthermore, the Marine Marurnal Protection Act and Hawaii Revised Statutes protect 
the whales. The Endangered Species Act has run its course for these large whales, and it is time 
to de-list them. 

To assure the integrity of the Endangered Species Act, animals that have successfully recovered 
should be removed from the list. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
TeresaN~ 
Chairman, Big Island Fisheries Alliance 

Cc: Hawaii Fishermen's Alliance for Conservation and Tradition (HF ACT) 

• 



MAUl COOPERATIVE FISHING ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box3090 
Kahului, Hawaii, 96733 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

WE THE MEMBERS OF THE MAUl COOPERATIVE FISHING ASSOCIATION SUPPORT 
THIS PETITION TO CLASSIFY THE NORTH PACIFIC HUMPBACK WHALES AS A 
DISTINCT POPULATION SEGMENT AND DELIST THE POPULATION UNDER THE 
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT. 

WE SUPPORT THE FACT THAT THE NORTH PACIFIC HUMPBACK WHALE'S 
POPULATION NO LONGER NEEDS THE ADDED FEDERAL PROTECTION FROM THE 
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT BECAUSE: 

1) THE NORTH PACIFIC HUMPBACK'S POPULATION HAS MADE A TREMENDOUS 
RECOVERY FROM THE TIME THE COMMERCIAL WHALING WAS STOPPED IN THE 
1960s 

2) SCIENTIFIC STUDIES NOW SHOWS, THAT THERE ARE ESTIMATE OF OVER 21,000 
HUMPBACK WHALES IN THE ENTIRE NORTH PACIFIC. WITH ABOUT HALF OF TOTAL 
POPULATION MAKING THEIR YEARLY (ANNUAL) MIGRATION TO HAWAII DURING THE 
WINTER MONTHS. 

3) SCIENCE HAS SHOWN THE THE NORTH PACIFIC HUMPBACK'S HAS RECOVERED 
AND IS HEALTHY. NOT FACED WITH ANY IMPACTS THAT ARE THREATENING TO 
THER EXISTENCE 

4 HUMPBACK WHALES ARE FULLY PROTECTED UNDER THE MARINE MAMMAL 
PROTECTION ACT, AS WEll AS A NUMBER OF OTHER INTERNATIONAL, NATIONAL, 
AND LOCAL REGULATIONS. 

WE THE MEMBERS OF THE MAUl COOPERATIVE FISHING ASSOCIATION REQUEST 
THAT THE SECRETARY OF COMMENCE RECOGNIZE THAT THE NORTH PACIFIC 
HUMPBACK WHALE HAS MADE A SUCCESSFUL RECOVERY UNDER THE 
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT. THIS RECOVERY COPIES WHAT WAS ALREADY DONE 

IN THE PAST. FOR THE BALD EAGLE, GREY WHALE AND RECENTLY, CERTAIN 
POPULATIONS OF THE GRE WOLF. 

APPRECIATE YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION: 

Basil Oshiro: president 
Maui Cooperative Fishing Association 
P. 0. Box 3090 
Kahului, Hawaii 96733 
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To Whom It May Concern: 

AIEABOATCLUB 
98-160 Kam. Hwy. 

Aiea, Hl. 96701 

We the members of the Aiea Boat Club support this Petition to ClassifY the North Pacific 
Humpback Whale as a Distinct Population Segment and delist the population under the 
Endangered Species Act. 

We support the fact that the North Pacific Humpback Whale population no longer needs 
the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

I. The North Pacific Humpback Whale's population has made a tremendous 
recovery since commercial whaling was stopped in the 1960's. 

2. Scientific studies show that there are over 21,000 Humpback whales in the 
entire North Pacific, with about half the population making the aonual 
migration to Hawaiian waters during the winter months. 

3. Studies have shown that the North Pacific Humpback whale population has 
recovered, and is not faced with any impacts threatening their existence. 

4. Humpback whales are fully protected onder the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act, including a number of other international, national, and local regulations. 

We the members of the Aiea Boat Club request that the Secretary of Commerce 
recognize that the North Pacific Humpback whales have made a suceessful recovery 
under the Endangered Species Act. This recovery !Ilim)rs what has already been done in 
the past for the Bald Eagle, Grey Whale and recently certain populations of the Grey 
Wolf. 

~~your · and consideration, 

~q; eva,~ 
AieaB Club 
98-160 Kam. Hwy. 
Aiea,HI. 96701 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter monthsi 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and 1l number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. . 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species . 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half mB.king the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback· Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species. 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 

·- ~ "~ "" ..... 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary o£ Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about hal€ making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months: 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence: and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number o£ other internationAl, national. and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary o£ Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in ths past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations o£ the gray wolf. 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretacy of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery sin.ce commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretacy of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 1 · 

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 
We, the undersigned, petition the Sec.retary af Commerce to remove the North Pacifw humpback whales from the Endangered Species 

Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added f1lderal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remaxkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are aver 21,000 humpback whales in the entire N~rth Pacific, with about half malting the annual 

·migration to Hawaii during the willter .months; 
• The N ortb. Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under tbe Mazilie Mammal Protection Act and a number of ather international, national, and 

local r£ll!ll].atory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary o( Commerce recognize the eUcCilsaful recovery oftha North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered SpecieS Act u alreacly done in the past with the be.ld eagle,· gray whale, a.nd more. rece%ltly certain populations of the gray wolf. 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale }>opulation as a. 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the PopUlation under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the unders.igned, petition the Seeretary of Commerce tc remove the N<lrth Pacific hlUilpbaek whales from tit& Endangered Sjlecies 
Act. North Pacific. humpback whales no longer need. the addecf I:ed~al protection from the Endangered. Species Act becaU!Il): 

• The North Pacific hurnpbaelt whale population bas made a remarkable recovery eiuce commercial whaling' ceased in the 19608; 
• Scientiste now estimata there are over 21,000 humphacll: whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half molcin1r the annual 

·migratWn to Hawaii during the winter montha; 
• The North Paci.fLC hump hack whal~ population is healthy and not faced with impula threatenfng its existence: and 
• Hump baclt whales are fully protected under tb.e Marmo MIU!lmal P.rotection Act and a number o£ o~her international, nationa~ and 

local regulatory mechanisms. . 

We thGrefOre requ.Eiit that the Secretary of Commerce recognit.a the successful recovery of the North Pacifie humpbaok whales under the 
Endangered Species Act liB already dons in the past with the bald eagle. guy whnla, and more recently certain pop\\.lations of tbe gray vrolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undemigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remDve the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the elided federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population b.as made a rema:rkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scienti!lb new estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales io the entire Narth Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faeed with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Ma:rb:ie Mammal Protection Act and a numbm- of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechaniBme. 
We therefore request that the Setretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery ofthe North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act aa already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. ~ecently certain populations of the gray wclf. 



------------

"" ~ Petition to "Classify the North Pacific Hwnpba.ck Whale :flopulation as a T ~ 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the und:ersiiiJled, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales !rom the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacilic.humphack whales no longer nead the added: federal protection from the Endangered Speciea Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whe.le population h.aa made a Nmarkable recovery sillee commercial whaling ceased in the l9t)Os; 
• Scientists now estimate there a:re over !!1,000 humpbac.k whalea in the entire North Paeitk, with about half making the annual 

-migration to Hawaii during the winter monthai 
• The North Pacific humpback whale populetion ie haelthy and not faced with impacts threatening ite existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully prctected under the Marine Mamme.l Protection Act end a numher of other international, natione.l, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful ~ry of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Aci; u already done in the past with the bald ee.gle, gray whale, and more.recently certain pop\Ua.t.ions of thG gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary' of Collll!lerce to remove the North PacifLC humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal priltecti1m from the l!:ndangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery ainee commercial whaling eeal!ed in the 1960s; 
• Scientists Dow estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whale.s in the entire North Pacific; with about half making the annual 

·migration to Hawaii during the winter monthsi 
• The North Pacifi.c humpback whale population is healthy and not faced 'with impacta threatening its existence; a.nd 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal ProtectionAI::t and a number·of other international, national, and 

local regulatoey mechanisms. 
We therefcre request that the Secretary of Commerce recornize the euccessCul reeoveey ofth.e North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangmd Speciee Act as already done in the put with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populatiomr of the gray wolf. 



Petition to ·classify the North Pacific Humpback Wh.ale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist tha Populatio~ under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undel:signed, pe1;ition the Secretary of Commerce to re1110va the No~th Pacific humpback whales !.rem the Endangered. Species 
Act. North Pacui.C.humpbaek whales no longer need the added fllderal prctecUon from the Enda~>ge:red Species ht because: . 

• Th.a North Pacific humpback whale population ha& made a remarltable racovery since commercial whnling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now esti!llBta there are over 21,000 hllmpbacl< whales in tho entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

·migration to Iiawaii durinr the wintar months; 
• Th.a North Pacific humpbacl< whale population ie healthy and not faced with irr.pacts threatening ita exi.atence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully ptotacted under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a nwnber of other international, nation a~ and 

local regulatory mechani~ms. . 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce reoogni~e tbe sucoeaaful recovery of the Narth Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald oagle, gray whale, a.nd more. recently certain P,Opulationa o£ the gray wolf. 
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~ ·· -~:~;.i·; ~a~~:~!:_~~y .. ~h~·~Q~h.P~cit~ :R~JJl~i~i.~ife·P.9J>ulatio~~,as a . Y .. ,-
: '· · Diatkct,.Popuii4,~?U .. S¢~ni~n~-~lifd D~list the Popl'!\1ti~~ud_J~ ~e E,Jld.an~~r.ed species Act 
<f • I •' " • ~,..•, '"•' > '\!,~lp~" • '~ ~'f"\1: • ~'<\I • • ,'*'/ t ' ', ,,~f"'\"'~~, .J.M' ~-' 
a. , .. yt~.':fue undersigned, p~tki.~n the:Si!,~~~~fe/.m~J!~ to remove *.~oJ1h Pac~~~fllaclt~hales fi~ !.he Endangered Species 

.... 
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"' .... 
"' "' .... 
"' "' .... .... 
"' 

~~ Ac..t.11fogli .ercific hutQpbali~-v,;~i!.l~~,no longer ~~~r~e addpil. Ceder11-~ protection fr?.m t~~:E~li,Jq~ S~eciea Act becaUJie: 
• • . The Noftli;Pacifi.c l;lu~ppllaek "\~ak;:~pill,ILU'haa made a rein~kable recovery .\linea c:3nu:illif,ej~) whaling:ceased in the. 1960s; · 

:] 

.. • Sciant:!Sts,'rlow e!i!.tinlltte,there' are o"'er 2~ humpbaclt whllles in thl!tentire North P!!cific, .. witlt abi:.ut balf-iiiaking the abnual 
' : 'miltTatiozttO-.Hawaiiduringthe wintef):D~fhsi . . . · -.-:;... · ... : ' _, .:,:, · ·) 

•it The Naith' ~~~cilic humpba& whale-JI!l-:RUiilt:ion 1a heillthy and not fared with impao'li tli.~&teJ;~mg i~ e~rtce; and . · ' 
10 Humpbacl(whaiea -!lre fully p:rote~ll!}'lind!ir the Marine Mammal Protecti9,n Act.-ah"'l a @¢1ber Of o.tll,er international, natio_nal, and 

.; . ·. [ocaJ.regul!itbey;me!:.ha~!IIB .. , '." .. ), ->' ·, p· i,:.' ', ' · r .·: :c'.,_ . '• . . 
W~ therefore requesn)iM,;the.Secretary of Corilml!ri:e ·rec~ tlie suceifailt\il.reco~ery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

· Enda·ngered Species .ACt a~ ~eady 'Iii one in the .past witJiitb..e l:iald eagle, gril:y w llale, :itnd mor:;re.ce_!ltiy certain poptilstions of the gray wolf. 
• • ,._ • ' • • ~ {, .A ' ' • 

;- .. 

http:l'acific,:.witlt~.bc.ut
http:E,ndan~~r.ed


~ -~- 'Petition to Classif; tJl;·~~rth Pacific Hum.~ back Wh~e Pop~tion as a T 
W Distinct Population Segment and Delist _the Population under the Endangered Species Act 
~· . ·~ .. . 
- . - ·. ' '. l 

We. the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Co!ll.merce to removetJ:!.~ North Pacific h!Uilpback whales from the Endanger)ld Species 
Act, North Pacific i;!.umpba.ck whales no longer need the adde4 federal prot.eetion from the Endangered Species ./v:t because: _ 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has rnade a :remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback~l\ales in the entire North Pacific! with ·about half malting the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; § . · · · · 
• Tbe North,Pacific humpback whale populatiOn ie health,. ancl not faeed.with impacts threatening ita existence; and . 
• . Humpback whales aie fully protected under the 1\(tar]li:li'Mammal Protection Act and a number...;.£-.other intern.ational, national, and 

lcical regulatory mechanisms. . -

We therefore request that the Secretary of ao'mmerce recognize the euccesaful recovery of the North Pacific humpback ~hales under the 
Endangered Species Act as lilready done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recent.ly certain populations of the gr11y wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petitiQn the Secretacy of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback wlulles from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales oo longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; a.nd 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international. national, and 

local ngulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

End~ngered Species Act as already done in the pa~~ with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 

.Vc-¢a 

r 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population ae a 
Distinct PopulatiOn. Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act' 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific.humpbaelt whales no lollfll!r need the added· fudaral prowetion from the Endangered Spaciea Al:t becaUS$: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population baa mad.e a remacltable recovety since commercial whnling ceaoed in the l990ai 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pa.cifJ.C, with about half ll\aking the annual 

·migration to Hawaii durinr the winter 100nths; 
• The North Paeifio hwnpback whale population is healtlly and not faced with impacts threatening its exiaumce; end 
• Humpback whales are fully prot..cted under the Marhi.e Mammal !'rotec.tion Act and a number of other international, natiansl, end 

local regulatorymechaniame. 

We therefore :request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the gucceaaful recove!'Y of the North Pacific humpbaclt whales under t.he 
End::mgeJ:ed Speciea Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, grey whale, tmd more,recently certain poptllatioo!l of the gray wolf. 
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~ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North PacifiC humpback whales !rom the Endangered Species 
Act, North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
o Scientist'! now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about hlllf making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
o The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence: and . 
o Humpback whales are fully prctected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number or other international, national, and 

local yegulatory mechanisms . 
. We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the· successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act ea already done in tha past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations or the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undel'l!igned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from tha Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 19SOs; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; · 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with itnpacta threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local .regulatory mechanisll!S. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the succeasful recovery of the North Pacific humpback wh.al.eJI under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf' . 
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~ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,... 

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 
We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 

Al:t. North PacifiC hump hack whales no longer need the added federal protection from the ·Endangered Species Act because: 
o The North Pacific humpback whale population has made 11 remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; . 
1 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and 'not faced with impacts threatening its existence: and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as alresdy done in the past with ~he bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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~ . ~" Petition to Classify th~:North :l?,acifjc H~pback Whale PopUlation~!=! a:; · · ..., ... , 
~ . Distinct Population Segment andDeli~t the Population under th!9 ~~dangered ~pecies Act · 

We, the undersigned, petition the ~ret\i:rY ¢ dominerce to remove tp.e Nc;>lth Paciljp,humpback wh~ from the End~ngered Species 
Att. North Pacific humpback whal~ no;longer nel.ldthe add~ fed.,ral protection .!)'om the ll;ndanget,Bd Sp~cies Act becaiise: . · 

• The.North PaPfic bumpbaclt whale papula15.on hae mad~-s remarkable rekvery since corno;;ercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
•·. ·scien'(.ista now estimate there·are over 21.,000 huinl!lla:ck whales in lbe entire North Pacili.e, with abou,t half making the annual 

migration to H~waii during the winter mo'!lth~ . . ·.·. . ·• . . · . · · ·· .. · . · · 
• The North Pacific humpbaek wh.aJe popufation is bea1thy and not faced wi~h imp~cts threatening its existence; and 
• < Humpback whales are fully protected. u'nder the Mariile Miunmal Protection ACt arid ;Q numb!'lr of other interlliltjonal, national, and 

local.regulatory m.ech.anisms. · ·· ' :• · · ·.' . , ·• · ·. '.;. , ... , · - . , . . 

We therefore requ~t that the Secretazy of Commerce recognize the SU,!!Cel!sful recovery of thiiNo:rth Pacific humpback whales under the 
'Endangered Species Act as already done in the past w:i,th tile billd eagle, grliN whale, end more.recentiy certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. ' 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery ofthe North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and n number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North. Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,.... 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the-North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Specie8 Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Speeie8 Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whsle population is healthy and not faced with imp acta threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act a.nd a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. . 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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..,.... • Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,... 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

o The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 



~ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ..,.. 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

. I 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existcnce;_and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacif1c humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undez:signed, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacifu: humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population bas made a remarkable recovery ai.Dce commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scienti.sta now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about baH making the ll.llllual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is hea.lthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback wba.les are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

loca.l regulatory mechanisma. 

0 We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
~ Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populatiollB ofthe gl'8Y wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Comme:rce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific hump hack whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species ht because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population hu made a remarkable recovery aince commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half mfl.king the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacilir. humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its ell.istence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected Wlder the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

IociU regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Com.merce to :remove the North Pacific humpback wh.ales from the Endangered Species 
Ad:. North PJ~cific humpback whales-no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population bas made a remarkable :recovery since com.mercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now eetimate there are over 21,000 humpback whalee in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacilic humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number o£ other international, national, and 

local regul.a.tory mechanisms. 
·We tnerefore request that the Secretary o£ Commerce recognize the succeseful. recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Speciee Act aa alrea.dy done in tbe past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and mote. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to ClassifY the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback 'l'l'hales from the Endangered Spe<:ies 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federalp:rotactiOII from the E~daitgered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population bas made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s;' 
• Scientists now e~~timate there are over 21,000 humpback 'l'l'hales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii diU'ing the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced mth impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Ad and a. nwnber of ather international, national, and 

local regulatory mechallisme. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the succeaeful recovery oi the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populatiqns of the gray waiL 
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Petition to Classify the North Paci 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the 

We, the Ul:ldersigned, petition the Secretary of Commeree to rem 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need tbe added fedei 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a 1'1 

• Scientista now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback wh: 
migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy an• 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Ma.t 

local regulatoey mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize 

Endange1ed Speciea Act as akeady done in the past with the bald e 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species .. 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other internatiolllll, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisllll!. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a t' 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, nationaL and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 



~ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ..,... 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added rederal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and DeJist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entm;· North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; ' 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, nationaL and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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,..,.. Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,... 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback. Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half malting the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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~ Petition ro Classify the North Paj Humpback wi.~e Popui:L as ~- ,, ,.. 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the P~pulation under the Endangered Sp,ecies Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to removJthe N~rth Pacifichump~ack whale~ from the·Endangered Specles 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endan'gered'Species Act because: • 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remArkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; ~· 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whale~ in the'entire North Pacific, witli about half making the annua( 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; !( < ·-

• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and , 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine :rv,lamm~l Protllction Act and a number of other~ international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. ' ' · · '' 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the,lsuccessfulrecovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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~ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a .,... 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s: 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf 
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~ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a .,... 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Seeretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 

· • Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 
local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,... 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We .. the undersigned. petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other internationa~ national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 



PetitiDn to Classify the North Pacifil Humpback Whale Population as a ..,.. 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Pbpulation under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to removi the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act .. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal·. from the Endangered Species Act because: ,. 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a rerniu:ka.ble recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

'migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine"""'""";'' Protection Act and a number of other international, nation!ll, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of.Commerce recognize the> su.cce>sstul recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the' successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remo~e the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federaFprotection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a ren::arkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 1 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
' We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize th~ successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations ofthe gray wolf. 

ql../)"101 

1 



. ·,' 
\ 

~ Petition to Classify the North Pacifi~ Humpback Whale Population as a Y 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the PJpulation under the Endangered Species Act 

! 
We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 

Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal ~rotection from the Endangered Species Act because: 
• . The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate tliere are over 21,000 humpback whales~in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; I · 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine MammaL Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. , , 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle,~gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 2l,OOO.humpback whale~ in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; • 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal frotection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce, recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,.. 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; · 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population i.;; healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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~ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Pdpulation under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove' the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales' in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. :, 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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~ Petit.Wn to Classil'y the North Pacific Huinpback Whale Population as a T " 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act -!"' 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the No~h Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered,SpecieB 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added fed era! protection from the Endangered· Species Act because: 

. ' 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a :remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 hump hack whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to HaVvaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threateuing its existence: and 
• Humpback whales are· fully protected under the Ma.rine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulator,Y mechall.i8ms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the succel!Sful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act u already done in the put with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of tbe gray wolf. 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ~ c 

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 
We, the undersigned, petition the Seeretary of Colll.lllerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 

Act. North Pacific h1.1mpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• ScientiBts now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration t.o Hawaii during the winter -months: · . . 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successfuLrecovery ofthe North Pacific humpback whaleli under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations af the gray wolf. 
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.· Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a . .,. '"' 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the uridext~igned, petition the Secretary af Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no kmger need the ·added federal protection from the. Endangered· Species Act becau.se: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 hump hack whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migrQtion to Hawaii during the winter months; · 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threa.teniug its exi!!tence; and 
• Humpback whales !U'e fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory meehanisms. 

We therefore request that the Sac.:r6~ary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the Nortl;l Pacific humpback whales under the .. 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, ami more recently certain populations af the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T :
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remoye the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species< 
Act. North Pacific hll.lllpllack whales no longer need the added £ederal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: < 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable ret;Overy since commercial whaling cel!Bed in" tbe 1960.a; 
• Scientists now eatimate there are over 21;000 humpback whales in the entire North"Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months.; 
• < The North Pacific humpback whale populatioo i.s healthy and not faced with impacte threate~g 1ts existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. " " 

"We therefore request that the Secretary of Comtnerce recognize the"successful recovery of the North Pacific htUIIpback whales uoder the 
Endangered Speclea Act aa already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populatioos of the gray wolf. 



Petition to Classify the Notth Pacific Humpback Whale Population a8 a ..,.. ~ 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the uhdersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remoVe the North Pacific hlimpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection !rom the Endangered Species Act because: , 

• The North Pacific hinnpb11ck whale population bas made a remarkable recovery since commer~ial whaling ceased in the 196Qa; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback wh11les in the entire North Pacific, with about half making,the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North P11cif~c hlimpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening ita existence; and 
• H limp back whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other internatiollHI, national, and 

, local regulatory mechanisms. , , , 
We therefore rel(uest that the Secretary of Coramerce recognize the successful :recovery of the No~ Pacific htm1pback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald Mgle, gray wh!l!e, and more recentiy certain populations, of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T ,. 
· Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the und~rsigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species. 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humj!back whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are ·over 21,000 huinpbac!c whales in the entire North Paciftc, with about half making the annual 

migration to Ha,.;aii during the winter months: · · · . 
• The North Pncific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacte threatening its exi.tence: and 
o Humpback. whales are fully protected under the Maxine Mainmal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

.local regulatory mechanisms. . · 

. We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the suceeasful recovery of the North Pacif1c humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as a.lie~dy done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and inore recently certain populations of the gray wolf'. 



~ 
.0 

" u. 

Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangerc1i Species 
Act. North:Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species AcL because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovecy since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• · Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half m~king the annu11l 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

. local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gny wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
'Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of tho North Pacific humpback whales under the 
:Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
' . 



Petition to Classify the Zorth Pacific Humpba~;Whale Population as a ..,.. 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• 'fhe North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recove~y of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,... 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• · The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• H umphack whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ~ 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 
·We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 

Act. North Pacific hti'mpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales arc fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,.. 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations ofthe gray wolf. 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,.. 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,.. 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf . 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• 'l'he North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery ofthe North Pacif1c humpback whales mider the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,.. 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Spe«i<:.s Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale populatiO"n has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to C!aBSify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ..,.. 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce lo remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• 'l'he North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii dqring the winter months; 
• 'l'he North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales arc fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,... 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 
We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 

Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove !;.he North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 



Petition to Classifythe North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• 'l'he North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf . 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secrotary of Commerce recogni?:e the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a Y 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale populati9n has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientista now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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l) .....,.. Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ...,.. 
· Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

17'' ,, 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; · 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; I· 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

· .Jocal regulatory mechanisms. · 
We :therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Enda;;gered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 1 

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 
We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 

Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; · 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, aml 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T t -~ 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce te remove the North Pacific humpback whales frolll the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• 'l'he North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; , 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• 'l'he North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms, 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

gndangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 



~ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; · 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 



( PetitWn to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ~ ~l 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, uational, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. l 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangere~ Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half maldng the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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~ ~tition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,... 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half malting the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the nast with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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~ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ,... 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangere~ Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• 'l'he North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 1 

Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 
We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 

Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
o Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter mohthis; 
o The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and '< 

• Humpback whales are fully pro~ected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 
local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the hal~ eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations ofthe gray wolf. 
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~- Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a ...,... 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; r 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regula tory mechanisms. · 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Paciftc humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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~ Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a T: 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estu'nate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. · 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpb~ck whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations ofthe gray wolf. 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 
We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 

Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 
• The North Paciftc humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii dl.U'ing the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales arc fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and · 

. local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. rec('lntly certain populations of the gray wolf. 

"''f'? /'6 
.-"'=~~~~-:-----~------_:--- ·if(1-iy 

I 

4 \...-v ---~- ·~~b--__::::~--
~+----'--_f_!f-_'::'._t'4S_:__htr_.-'4~~~=f=:C:t::====--~0P!:!_ .. ~o~:· --~ ~ ~c:..u.C./4 /.7 9~ 7?J 

'--------'----:-=---'T}LC<J""-"-'-" ___L-J----;Ii~L__L-====------ _j__L/~V~v A Ccv...n A'-~-" / { Cc. "m 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 
We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 

Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Seeretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made· a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half malting the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence: and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce reeognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 

Address 

i]or 5'17 '117t3 



Petition to Classify the North Pacific Humpback Whale Population as a 
Distinct Population Segment and Delist the Population under the Endangered Species Act 

We, the undersigned, petition the Secretary of Commerce to remove the North Pacific humpback whales from the Endangered Species 
Act. North Pacific humpback whales no longer need the added federal protection from the Endangered Species Act because: 

• The North Pacific humpback whale population has made a remarkable recovery since commercial whaling ceased in the 1960s; 
• Scientists now estimate there are over 21,000 humpback whales in the entire North Pacific, with about half making the annual 

migration to Hawaii during the winter months; 
• The North Pacific humpback whale population is healthy and not faced with impacts threatening its existence; and 
• Humpback whales are fully protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and a number of other international, national, and 

local regulatory mechanisms. 

We therefore request that the Secretary of Commerce recognize the successful recovery of the North Pacific humpback whales under the 
Endangered Species Act as already done in the past with the bald eagle, gray whale, and more. recently certain populations of the gray wolf. 
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