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IN RECOGHITION of the current ecologicgl status of marin= turtles
and the mandata2 of tha Endoanzered Spacies Act of 1973 {T8A) to

consarva all spacies which nay be thraatenzd with extinction; and

ACNOTTLEDGING that jor: gdmlnlseration of the L3A by th2 U.S, Figh
and Wildlife Sztvice (FW3) ond the Nztional Maxvine Fisheries Servica
(:2F5) has already endu=d vith respoct to waripe turtles, as iadicatad

by the joint dacision to list the greaa (Chelonlz mydas), lozgerhzad

{Cererta caretta), and Pacifiz Ridley (Lzoidochalys olivazea) sea

turtles as tfhreatcned species;

IN 0°D=Z TO facilitate orderly, effective admirdstration of the ESA
by TWS eond 12FS (as contemplated in paragraph 4 of the August 28, 1974,
Memorasdum of Uaderstanding b=twaen ¥ds and WIS regarding jurisdictional

responsibilities and listing procedures vnder the ESA);

BOTH TWS AND XIXS AGREE to the following divislon of program respon—

sibilities with r2spact to marind turtles:
1.0 105 shall have sole jurisdiction ovar e2a turtles, including

..ll

parts or pIoducts, when ia the marins environcent (“carins eavironns




weans the oceans and seas, the bays and estuaries, and brackish water
areas) and activities inpacting turtles in the marine environment.

This includes the waters adjacant to 323 turtle nesting beachas.

In exercizing this authority, 0TS shall consult with FUS on
major adanlnistrative and manazgement declsions and shall consult with
FWS prior to publishing regulations, issulng or denying permits, funding
State projects under cooperative agreements, establishing recovery
teams, and conducting zresearch iovolving sea turtles in thelr aquatic

habitat.

2. TFWS shall have sole juriadiction over sea turtles, including
parts or products, when on land. In exercising this authority, FVS
shall consult with NMFS on marjor administrative and management decislons
and shall consult with IRFS prior to publishing regulations, issuing or
denying permits, funding State projects under cooperative agreements,
egtablishing recovery teams, and conducting reséarch involving sea

turtles on land.

3. All consultations under Section 7 of the ESA involving sea
turtle nesting beaches shall be the responsibility of FWS while such
Section 7 consultations involving sea turtle afquatic areas shall be
the responsibility of NMFS. 1In particular, nesting besaches shall be
examined for possible designation by FWS as eritical habitat, as
appropriate, and aquatic areas shall be exanined fof possible designation
by NMFS as critical habitat or restrictéd fishing areas, as nppropriata; :

FWS shall consult with IMFS before designating any nesting beach as



critical habitat and WMFS ghall consult with FWS bafore designating

any ageatic area as criticzel habitat or a restricted fisning arca.

4. All appiications for sea turtle permits or certifications
authorized by the ESA or regulations prorwulgated thereunder shzall be
submittad to the Federal Wildlifa Permit Office, IWS. The Faderal
Wildlife Permit Office shall serve 23 the central clzaringhouse for
sea turtle perrdts and certdfications and, accordingly, shall forward

all appropriata applications to NMFS in a timely fashion.

5. The Director, N¥F5, after comsultation with FWS, shall issuve
or deny all peraits and certificates involving the taking or possessior

of msea turtles in the marine envirooment.

The Director, FWS, after consultation with MMFS, shall issue or
deny all permits and certificates involving the taking, import, export

or reexport, or other disposition of sea turtles on laund,

6. Notwithstanding the division of responsibllities set forth
above, agency jurisdiction over sea turtle mariculture operations will
be prescribed in .the regulations listing the green, loggerhead, and

Pacific ridley sea turtles.



This Memorandum of Understanding will become effective when signed by
cxowimorino, Vsl ond bae Lilractos, TVMUS. 0 Zithor of wlva s omarmeeiios

Directors may cancel this Memorandum of Understandirg upon thirty days

written notice to the other Director.

R'G/&LL al 1 {:' /([‘D/ﬂufwt,bu]

Robert #. Schening, Director
National Marine Fisheries Servic Fish

i
. Creenwalf,|Director
d Wildlifé\}ervice
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cc: F, F3, F33, F35, F2, F4, FNE, FSE, FSW, FNW, FAK, Fl1, F12, F125,
F13, Fl4, GCF, PAl3, ADI6], MR, MR2, EE, Fx5, F5, F53
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