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What Is EDT?

Electronic Data Transfer (EDT) is an alternative filing method which allows Federal and State agencies to transfer annual wage data directly to the Social Security Administration. Secure peer-to-peer communications software is used to transfer data over a dedicated-circuit connection to the Administration’s mainframe computer near Baltimore, Maryland. EDT transmissions may be initiated from a variety of computing environments, including OS/390, Unix, Windows, Tandem, OS/400, OpenVMS, VM/ESA, and VSE/ESA.
EDT was initially introduced as an alternative to magnetic media such as tapes and diskettes. Employers are encouraged to file over the Internet. To learn more about Internet filing, go to Business Services Online at www.socialsecurity.gov/employer.
	(
	Business Services Online is used to register and to check the status of your electronic submissions.   Allow one to six weeks to view status information for EDT submissions.


Infrastructure Requirements

Prospective EDT filers will need:

· Use of an existing dedicated-circuit connection to the Social Security Administration

In some cases, government entities can arrange to share the same dedicated-circuit connection. Social Security Administration technicians provide assistance with establishing connectivity, testing the Cyberfusion software, initiating data transfers, and verifying successful transmissions. Federal and State agencies do not incur any transmission charges.
Getting Started
Participation in the EDT wage-reporting program is by special arrangement with the Social Security Administration. To investigate the possibility of becoming an EDT participant:
1. Send an e-mail to EDT@SSA.GOV, including your name and daytime phone number. A Social Security Administration technician will contact you to discuss EDT filing. If appropriate, you will receive an EDT identification code for your organization. You will use this code to label your organization’s EDT transmissions when you begin using the service.
2. After you have received your EDT identification code, send an e-mail to EDT@SSA.GOV for further instructions.

Persons using EDT or other electronic business services must register with the Social Security Administration. To register online, go to the Business Services Online Internet address provided on page 1. You may also register by calling the Employer Reporting Assistance Line at 1-800-772-6270 (TDD / TTY: 1‑800-325-0778).
Note: The User ID you receive when you register must be entered in positions 12–19 of the Submitter (RA) Record or positions 13-20 of the Submitter (RCA) Record of your data file. For more information about data format, see “What To Expect: Preparing Data Files” below.
What To Expect
Once you have registered, installed the Cyberfusion software, and established your connection, your organization will be ready to begin using EDT, starting with a test file.
Testing the Connection

Before using EDT to transfer real data, send a test file to verify that the transmission behaves as expected. Test files should be named as follows:

AWRTEST . T[3 digit sequence no.] . [EDT identification code] . R[4 digit year][3 digit Julian day]

where the sequence number is 001 for the first test file and 002, 003, etc. if additional test files are transmitted on the same day.

For example, if your organization’s EDT identification code is XYZ and you transmit two test files on February 5 (Julian day 036) 2010, you would name the second test file
AWRTEST . T002 . XYZ . R2010036
Using the correct naming convention for test files ensures that they are not mistaken for valid data. Test files are deleted upon receipt and need not contain EFW2/EFW2c formatted wage data. Submission status information pertaining to test files is not provided on the Internet.
If possible, transmit your test file no later than December of the year for which you intend to file. This will help to ensure that your wage data is received without incident when you initiate an EDT transmission during the busy filing season.
Preparing Data Files

Wage-data files must be prepared and submitted to the Social Security Administration in accordance with the Specifications for Filing Forms W-2 Electronically publications. EFW2  is for initial submissions, and EFW2c is for corrected submissions. These publications may be downloaded from the Employer Information page at www.socialsecurity.gov/employer and selecting Forms & Publications. EFW2 and EFW2c include filing deadlines and detailed file specifications for each tax year.  The file format is the same for both EDT and Internet submissions.
The Employer Information page also includes EFW2/EFW2c file verification software called AccuWage and AccuW2C. Download AccuWage to verify the format of wage-data files before submitting them for the first time. Download AccuW2C to verify the format of corrected wage-data files before submitting them. These programs are designed to identify most of the common format errors in wage submissions.
In addition, the Employer Information page includes a list of helpful ‘File Edit Tips’ by selecting “Tips for Better W-2 Reporting” for perfecting large wage-data files before submitting them. Applying these suggestions can significantly reduce the likelihood of receiving a resubmission notice.
Submitting Wage Data

Every EDT transfer should consist of one complete EFW2/EFW2c submission, starting with an RA/RCA record and ending with an RF/RCF record.  Formerly an employer could not include data for more than 500,000 Forms W‑2 in the same submission; however effective tax year 2006 following the guidelines below will help to ensure that your wage data is processed in a timely manner.  

· Initial submissions:  If your organization files on behalf of multiple employers, include no more than 1 million RW Records or 50,000 RE Records per submission.  

· Corrected submissions:  If your organization files on behalf of multiple employers, include no more than 500,000 RCW Records or 25,000 RCE Records per submission

Observe the following file naming convention for initial submissions:

AWR . T[3 digit sequence no.] . [EDT identification code] . R[4 digit year][3 digit Julian day]

where the sequence number is 001 for the first file and 002, 003, etc. if additional files are transmitted on the same day.

For example, if your organization’s EDT identification code is XYZ and you transmit two files on February 5 (Julian day 036) 2010, you would name the second file

AWR . T002 . XYZ . R2010036
This standard ensures that submissions are uniquely identified, thereby preventing potentially serious processing errors. If EDT is used by more than one office within the same organization, coordinate efforts to include the correct sequence numbers in filenames.

The Social Security Administration assigns a unique wage file identifier (WFID) to every initial submission. After one to six weeks from the transmission date, you can view the WFID and status information for your submission using the Business Services Online Internet address provided on page 1. Note the WFID for your records in case you have a question about an EDT submission in the future or need to resubmit the file.
Observe the following file naming convention for resubmissions:
AWR . R[6 character WFID] . [EDT identification code] . R[4 digit year][3 digit Julian day]

where the WFID is the wage file identifier assigned to the initial submission.

Approximating Transmission Times

The time required to complete an EDT transmission depends on several variables, including line capacity, computing environment, and the extent to which the Cyberfusion software is able to compress the data. In general, the transmission time can be approximated as:

average no. of characters per record (roughly estimated)  x  no. of records  ÷  line capacity
where line capacity is 1,200 characters per second for a 9.6 kilobyte-per-second line or 7,000 characters per second for a 56 kilobyte-per-second line.
For example, a file containing 100,000 records consisting of roughly 275 characters each, transmitted over a 56 kilobyte-per-second line, would require approximately
275  x  100,000  ÷  7,000  =  3,929 seconds  =  1 hour and 6 minutes
The same file transmitted over a 9.6 kilobyte-per-second line would require approximately
275  x  100,000  ÷  1,200  =  22,917 seconds  =  6 hours and 24 minutes
Getting Help

If you encounter a problem or have questions concerning an EDT transmission, send an e-mail to EDT@SSA.GOV, including your name and daytime phone number, or call the BSO Technical Assistance Line at 1-888-772-2970 (TDD / TTY: 1‑800-325-0778), Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Eastern time. The technician responding to your inquiry will ask for your employer identification number (EIN) and EDT identification code.
