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The Honorable Doris M. Meissner
Commissioner
Immigration and Naturalization Servics
425 Eye Strest, NW
Wshingwn. DC 20836

Deu- Attomey Geaenl Reno and Conmddmmm'

' mmmmmmmwumuu
ﬁmcﬂtmusmﬁdmkofmvmwﬁmhhvdﬂSm Legisistive
reforms enacted in 1996, accompanied by increased funding, snabled the Immigration and

o Nmmmumwummaawmmmﬁm
publieafdymthl)nium

o Howcvc mdmmhdﬂphwmdm lcmeanmy
- involve removal proceedings against legal permanent residents who cams o the United States
' when they were very young, and many years ago committed a single crime ot &e lower end of
" the "sggravated felony” spectrum, but have besn law-abiding ever since, obtained and beld jobs
- and remained self-sufficient, and started familics in the United States. M:ﬂny-dldw
becmumummiuu,imndimbndymhmmeim

B Mhsbmww‘mumdcmmmﬂmﬂmm

- unjistifisble hardship. If the facts substantiate the preseatations that have been made 0 us, we

: 'mmtukwhyhmsmudmvﬂhanhmwhnnmymmubmm
existed.
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‘AttorneyOmml Reno and Commissioner Meissaer
. November 4, 1999

‘ chﬁnwwummmhwhWMymmmm

7 some of the hardshipe, and we wish 10 solicit your views ss 10 why you have beea vawilling 1o
exercise such authority in same of the cases that have occurred. In additdon, we ask whether your -
view i3 that the 1996 amendments somehow sliminated thet discration. The principle of
prosecutorial discretion is well established. Indeed, INS General and Regiooal Coutisel have  *
taken the position, apparently well-grounded in case Jaw, tht INS bas prosscutorial discretica in
the initiation or termination of remaval proceedings (see attached memarandum). Fusthermors, a
nmwumummmmmsmmmmmamhmm

‘ Tmhnﬂpmaﬂhhmdwhdmuowhwmw
Members of Congress have urged the INS to develop guidelines for the use of its prosscutoeial

T L e ———

- discretion. Optimally, removal proceedings should be initiated or terminated only upom specific
mmmmsmmmwmwm
However, the INS apparently has not yet promulguted eoch guidelives, El

?’ ThoundminedebmomebdiemeuuhMuWn

United States Attomeys rely on detailed guidelines governing the exercise of their i
____Giscretion, INS District Directocs also requirs writien guidelines, both 10 legitimiate in their eyes N
the exercise of discretion and to ensure that their decisions to inltiste or terminate removal S
proaedinumnotmdtmnnlneouimmm Webokhtwndhwmm;muu x:
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