Office of Detention-and Revioval Operations

UiS. Departmentof Homeland Security
425 I'Street, NW
Washmgmn DC 20536
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Enforcement

N

APR 17 2008

MEMORANDUM.FFOR: Assistant Directors
Deputy Assistant Directors
Field Office Directors
Deputy Field Otfjce Dirgdsts

FROM: ~ GaryE. Mead /
Acting Directo

SUBJECT: Repatriation and Custody Transfer of Unaccompanied Alien
Children in ICE Custody to Foreign: Gavemment Officials

Purpose

This memorandum serves to provide a new directive to Field Office Directors (FODs) ensuring
that all attempts to safeguard unaccompanied alien children (UAC) during the transfer of custody
to a foreign government official or designee are documented after escorting officers/agents arrive
in that foreign country.

The Committee on House Appropriations recently e‘xpmssnd concerns regarding the possible
lack of repatriation‘efforts made on behalf of UAC who are removed {rom the United States and
transferred to their countries of origin. The Committee’s corresponding Report 110-181 directed
mmigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to develop and implement. pohmes and
procedures to ensure the safe and secure repatriation of UAC to their home countries.

Discussion

T herefore, effective immediately, all escorting officers who are removing UAC to a country of

origin are required to have the receiving govemment official or designee sign form 1-216,

thereby mdxcatmg the safe transfer of custody forall UAC listed. Once the : appropriate. fbrelgn
ment official.or deswnec signs the form, the 1-216 will serve to document the safe

 and transfer to a government auﬂmnt} forall UAC listed. A copy of this form will

in the UAC’s A-files after the officer/agent returns to their field office or forwarded 1o

be placed
the A=file controlling office..

Should the foreign government official or designee refuse to sign form 1-216, the officer/agent
will document the official’s name (if known); date. time, port and note the retusal A copy of this
form will be placed in the UAC’s A-file after the of! ncerfagem returns to their field office or
forwarded to the A-file controlling office.

This policy excludes removals to Mexico and Canada; current policy and procedures for UAC
custody transfers to Mexico and Canada will remain in cffect.

Attachment: (1)

LAW ENFORCH N S ONLY
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