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AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service.
Interior.
ACTiON: Notice of 90-daypetition
finding.

Background

in both ru.lemakin~s.Therequestis
reasonable;thecefore,thee~tenslonwikl

JohnL England(See’ADDRESSES
section),telephone~(8&1/524—5001L

beetlepopulationexperiencedasevere
populationdeclinein latesummer1993

be granted.
DATES: Commentsaredueon October
24, 1994.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATiON: with a 1993—1994overwinteringadult
populationof lessthan 100 individuals
(Knisley and Hill 1994).

ADDRESSES: Participantsmustsendan
originaland1(1copiesof ththr
commentsreferringto Ex PaIIPNO.346
(Sub-No.36) to~Office of theSecretary,
CaseControlBranch,Interstate
CommerceCommiss~on,Washington,
DC 20423.
FOR FURTHER W I4ATION ~TACT~
Bervl Gordon, (202) ~27—5&10. ITDD for
hearingimpaired:(202) 927—5721.1

Decided:September9. 1994.
By theCommission,VernonA. Williams,

ActingSecretary.
VernonA. Williams,
ActingSecretary.
FR Doc. 94—22825.Filed 9—14—94:8:45 aml

BILUNG CODE 7035-01—P

Section4~b~(3)~A}of the Endangered
SpeciesAct(Act~of 1973, as.amended
(16U.S.C.1531 et seq.), requiresthatthe
Fish and Wildlife Service(Servicel
makeafinding on whethera petition to
list, delisLorreclassifyaspecies
presentssubstantialscientificor
comrnercia~informationto demonstrate
that thepetitionedactionmaybe
warranted.This finding is tobebased
on all informationavailableto the
Serviceat the timethefinding is made.
To the maximumextent practicable,this
finding istobemadewithin90 daysof
thedatethe petition wasreceived,and
a notice regardingthe finding is to be
publishedpromptly in theFederal
Register. If thefinding is that
substantialinformationwaspresented,
theServicealso is requiredto promptly
commenceareviewof thestatusof the
speciesinvolved if onehasnot already
beeninitiatedby theService.The
Service initiatedastatusreview for the
CoralPink SandDunestigerbeetle
(Cicindelalimbataoibissima)whenit
categorizedthe speciesasa category2
candidatespeciesin the 1984
InvertebrateNotice of Review (49FR
21664).This noticemeetsthe
requirementthat a noticebe published
for a90-dayfinding madeearlier for the
petition discussedbelow,

A petition.datedApril 19, 1994,was
submittedby Mr. KenA. Rait on behalf
of theSouthernUtahV~.Tildemess
Alliance locatedin Salt LakeCity. Utah,
and wasreceivedby theServiceon
April 21. 1994. A letter acknowledging
receiptof thepetitionwasmailedto the
petitioneron May 6, 1994. The
petitioner requestedtheServiceto list
theCoralPink SandDunestiger beetle
asendangeredandto designatecritical
habitat.Thepetitionwasbasedon a
recentreportof theCoralPink Sand
Dunestigerbeetle’sbiology,population
status,andthreats(Knisley andHill
1994).

Theonly known populationof the
CoralPink SandDunestigerbeetleis at
theCoralPink SandDunesin Kane
Countyin extremesouthernUtah.
Measurementsof theCoral Pink Sand
Dunestigerbeetlepopulationhas
demonstratedanadult populationof
2,000to 2,400 individuals in earlyMay.
Theadult populationgenerally
decreasesduringthesummerwith a
minor increasebeginningin lateAugust.
Overwinteringadult populationsmay
be,typically, aslargeas 300 individuals.

Listing Factors

The following arethe five listing
criteriaassetforth in section4(a)(1)of
theAct andregulations(50CFR Part
424) promulgatedto implementthe
listing provisionsof theAct andtheir
applicability to thecurrentstatusof the
CoralPink SandDunestigerbeetle.

A. Thepresentor threatened
destruction,modification,or
curtailmentof its habitator range. Off-
road vehicleactivity is destroying and
degradingthespecies’habitat,
especiallytheinterdunalswalesof the
larval population.

B. Overutilizationfor commercial,
recreational,scientific,or educational

purposes.Recreationaloff-roadvehicle
activity is causingdirect mortality of
individuals of theCoralPink Sand
Dunestigerbeetle,especiallyadults.
The specieshasbeenheavilycollected
sinceitsdiscoveryandpublicationof
thespeciesdescription.

C. Diseaseor predation.Thereis no
known threat.

D. Theinadequacyof existing
regulatorymechanisms.The CoralPink
SandDunestiger beetleis not,
currently, directly protectedby any
regulatorymechanism.

E. Othernatural ormaninadefactors
affectingits continuedexistence.The
reason(s)for the 1993population
collapseis not fully known, but weather
conditionsreducingorretarding
pupationandemergenceof adultsare
thoughtto havecontributedto this
populationcollapse.

TheServicehasreviewedthepetition,
theliteraturecited in thepetition,and
other literatureandinformation
availablein theService’sfiles. The
distributionandpopulationof theCoral
Pink SandDunestigerbeetleis among
themostrestrictedandsmallestof any
animal species.The speciesandits
habitatarebeingadverselyimpactedby
ongoingrecreationaloff-road vehicle
use.The speciesis vulnerableto
exploitationby specimencollectors.
Given thespeciesextremeendemisrn
andsmall population,thespecies
existenceis vulnerableto anylocalized
stochasticeventthreateningits
population.

Onthebasisof thebestscientificand
commercialinformation available,the
Servicefinds thepetitionpresents
substantialinformationthat listing this
speciesmaybewarranted.

TheService’s90-dayfinding contains

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17 \ c*~4~
EndangeredandThreatened Wildlife
and Plants; 90-Day Finding fora
Petitionto List the Coral Pink Sand
Dunes Tiger Beetleas Endangeredand
Designate Critical Habitat

SUMMARY: TheFish andWildlife Service
(Service)announcesa 90-dayfinding for
a petition to list theCoralPink Sand
Dunestiger beetle(Cicindelalimbata
albissima)anddesignatecritical habitat
undertheEndangeredSpeciesAct of
1973 as amended.The Servicefinds that
thepetition presentssubstantial
information indicatingthat the
requestedactionmaybewarranted.
DATES: The finding amiouncedin this
documentwasmadeon September8,
1994. To beconsideredin the12-month
finding for this petition,information
andcommentsshouldbe submittedto
theServiceby November14, 1994.
ADDRESSES:Commentsandmaterials
concerningthis proposalshouldbesent
to theField Supervisor,U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service,Lincoln Plaza,Suite
404, 145East1300 South,Salt Lake
City, Utah 84115.Thepetition finding,
supportingdata,andcommentsare
availablefor public inspection,by
appointment,duringnormalbusiness
hoursat theaboveaddress.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Theadult CoralPink SandDunestiger moredetailedinformationregardingthe



47294 Federal Register I Vol. 59, No. 178 / Thursday, September 15, 1994 / Proposed Rules

abovedecisions.A copy may be
obtained from the Service’sSalt Lake
City Office (seeADDRESSESabove).

ReferenceCited

Kinsley. C.B. andJ.M. Hill, 1994.CoralPink
SandDunestiger beetle,Cicindela
limbota albissirnocurrentstatusand
biology. UnpublishedStatusReporton
file with theU.S. FishandWildlife
Serviceand Bureauof Land
management.Salt LakeCity, Utah.36 pp.

Author

Theprimar\’ authorof this documentis
JohnL. England(seeADDRESSES section).
Authority

Theauthorityfor this actionis the

EndangeredSpeciesAct (i6 U.S.C.etseq.)
List of Subjectsin 5OCFRPart17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies,
Exports,Imports,Reportingand
recordkeepingrequirements,
Transportation.

Dated: September8, 1994.
Mollie H. Beattie,
Director, Fish andWildlife Service.
(FR Doc. 94—22896 Filed 9—14—94;8:45 aml
BILLING CODE 4310-65-M

50 CFR Part17

fIN 1018—AB73

Endangeredand Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; ProposedDeterminationof
Endangered Statusfor theAlabama
Sturgeon With Critical Habitat; Notice
of Comment Period Extension

AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Proposedrule; noticeof
commentperiodextension.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish andWildlife
Service(Service)proposedendangered
status for the Alabama sturgeon
(Schphirhynchussuttkusi)underthe
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973,as
amended (Act), on June 15, 1993, arid
extendedthe deadline for a final
decisionuntil December15, 1994. The
presentcommentperiodends
September15, 1994, andis extendedan
additional 30 dayswith this notice.The
Serviceseeksadditionalcommenton

only the scientific point of whetheror
not this sturgeon still exists.
DATES: All commentsreceivedby
October 17, 1994,will beconsideredin
the final decision.
ADDRESSES: All commentson this
proposedruleshouldbesentto U.S.
FishandWildlife Service,Asheville
Field Office, 330RidgefieldCourt,
Asheville, North Carolina 28806.The
completeadministrativefile for this rule
is availablefor inspection,by
appointment, during normal business
hoursat this office.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
RichardC. Biggins at theabove
Ashevilleaddress(704/665—1195;Ext.
228) or Mr. RobertS. Butler, U.S. Fish
andWildlife Service,6620Southpoint
Drive South, Suite310,Jacksonville,
Florida 32216(904/232—2580).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

In the June15, 1993,FedefalRegister
(58 FR 33148),theServiceproposeda
rule to list theAlabamasturgeonas
endangeredwith critical habitat.
Throughassociatednotifications,
interestedpartieswere requestedto
submit factualreportsand information
thatmight contributeto the
developmentof a final to list the
Alabamasturgeonwith critical habitat.
Therewereseveralpublic comment
periods,the lastof whichended
February15, 1994.

UnderSection4 of theAct (16 U.S.C.
1533),theFish andWildlife Service
I Service)has1 yearto finalizea
proposedrule to list aspeciesas
endangeredor threatened.Section
4(b)(6)(B), asimplementedat 50 CFR
424.17(a)(iv),allowstheServiceto
extendthedeadlinefor a periodof 6
monthsif thereis substantial
disagreementamongscientists
knowledgeableaboutthespecies
concernedregardingthesufficiencyor
accuracyof theavailabledatarelevant
to thedeterminationor revision
concerned.

OnJune21, 1994 (59FR 31970),the
Serviceextendedthedeadlineuntil
December15, 1994,becauseof the
scientificuncertaintyoverwhetherthe
sturgeonstill exists,andreopenedthe

comment period until September15,
1994.In that notice, the Service
determinedfor thepurposesof theAct
that Scaphirhynchussuttkusiwarrants
recognitionasa valid species(59 FR
31972).

In an effort to obtain additional
information from thescientific
community on theexistenceof the
sturgeon,theServicefurtherextendsthe
presentcommentperioduntil October
17, 1994.This dateallows
approximately 8 weeksfor Serviceto
compileall newinformation and
comments,reviewpreviouscomments,
andprocessthe final decisiondocument
beforepublicationby December12,
1994. Besidesthis commentperiodfor
additional scientificinformation, the
Servicewill be conducting further
samplingsurveysonportionsof the
AlabamaRiverwheresturgeonmight
remain;thesewill be madethrough
earlyNovember1994 or laterasriver
conditionspermit.

Public Comments
The Serviceis primarily seeking

commentspresentingscientific
information on the issueof whetherthe
speciescontinuesto exist, in particular,
from thescientificcommunity.
Commentsmay alsobemadeasto what
information would be neededto
substantiatetheextinction of this
speciesif thecommenterbelievesthis is
still aquestion.All previouscomments
(orally at public hearingsor written)
submittedsinceJune15, 1993, will be
consideredin the final decision, which
is due no later than December15, 1994.

Authority
The authorityfor this actionis the

EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973, as
amended(16U.S.C. 1531—1544).

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies,
Exports, Imports, Reporting and
recordkeepingrequirements,and
Transportation.

Dated: September12, 1994.
Mollie H. Beattie,
Director, Fish andWildlifeService.
IFR Doc. 94—22973Filed 9—14—94;8:45 aml
BILLING CODE 4310-55-PA


