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Reponses to Comment Letter S-5 

S-5-1 
Reclamation is proceeding with the Section 106 (36 CFR 800) compliance process, including 
consultation with the Nevada SHPO and other interested parties. 

S-5-2 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter S-6 

S-6-1 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-6-2 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-6-3 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-6-4 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-6-5 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-6-6 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-6-7 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-6-8 through S-6-10 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. See also responses to 
Comment Nos. F-5-2 and F-5-5.  

S-6-11 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-6-12 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-6-13  
See response to Comment No. IT-2-1. 
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S-6-14 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-6-15 and S-6-16 
See response to Comment S-2-11. 

S-6-17 
See response to Comment No. S-2-14.  

S-6-18 through S-6-20 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter S-7 

S-7-1 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-7-2 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-7-3 
Your comment is noted. The modeling assumptions regarding the distribution of shortages 
(Section 2.2.1), particularly with respect to Stage II shortages were common to all alternatives 
and permitted a relative comparison of alternatives.  

S-7-4 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

S-7-5 
Reclamation concurs with your comment. Appropriate modifications have been made to Table 
E-2 and the attachments to Appendix G.  

S-7-6 
Reclamation concurs with your comment. Appropriate modifications have been made to Table 
E-2 and the attachments to Appendix G. 

S-7-7 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

S-7-8 
The alternatives were formulated to enable the evaluation a wide range of operational conditions. 
This modeling assumption was included in some alternatives to evaluate the trade-offs associated 
with this assumption. 

S-7-9 
Your comment is noted. The natural flow data for 2005 has been added to the historic hydrology 
record that was used as input for the hydrologic modeling of the alternatives (Section 4.2 in the 
Final EIS).  
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S-7-10 and S-7-11 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability.    

S-7-12 through S-7-14 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. A detailed analysis of 
potential air quality impacts associated with voluntary or involuntary land fallowing is not 
possible as it is unknown which specific lands would be affected. Such an analysis would require 
information associated with the lands that would be fallowed including specific location, affected 
acreage, soils type, and prevailing wind data. 

S-7-15 
Your comment is noted. Information presented in the Draft EIS has been modified in the Final 
EIS (Appendix H) to include a discussion of the positive and negative effects of a voluntary 
conservation program. 

S-7-16 
See response to comment S-7-12. 

S-7-17 
See response to Comment No. S-2-11.  

S-7-18 to S-7-19 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

S-7-20 to S-7-22 
Reclamation concurs with these comments. The referenced sections have been revised in the 
Final EIS.  

S-7-23 through S-7-26 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. The narrative in Section 2.4 
and the detailed modeling assumptions in Appendix M sufficiently explain these two aspects of 
the Conservation Before Shortage proposal.  

S-7-27 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 
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S-7-28 through S-7-31 
Your comments are noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-7-32 through S-7-37 
Your comments are noted. Reclamation has included draft operational guidelines in the Final EIS 
(Appendix S) that include a modification of Section 5 of the ISG regarding California’s 
agricultural use benchmarks.  

S-7-38 
Your comment is noted. No change to the FEIS was necessary. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter S-8 

S-8-1 through S-8-12 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

S-8-13 
Your comment is noted. The Preferred Alternative as identified in the Final EIS appropriately 
analyzes the creation and delivery of ICS and DSS.. Reclamation has included draft operational 
guidelines in the Final EIS (Appendix S) that discuss the administration of Intentionally Created 
Surplus (ICS). 

S-8-14 through S-8-15 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

S-8-16 and S-8-18 
Your comment is noted. Appropriate modeling assumptions used in the Final EIS were 
consistent with the shortage-sharing agreement between Arizona and Nevada. In addition, 
Reclamation has included draft operational guidelines in the Final EIS (Appendix S) consistent 
with that agreement. 

S-8-19 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. Also see response to F-5-2.  

S-8-20 through S-8-22 
Your comments are noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. Also see response to 
comment F-5-5. 

S-8-23 and S-28 
Your comments are noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter S-9 

S-9-1 through S-9-6 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-9-7 through S-9-16 
Your comment is noted. The Final EIS appropriately analyzes the Preferred Alternative 
including the inclusion of the three projects referenced in the proposed ICS mechanism.  

S-9-17 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. As noted in Appendix M, the 
exact timing and magnitude of the storage and delivery of conserved water is not known. 
However, in order to evaluate the potential effects on environmental resources, certain modeling 
assumptions were made as detailed in Section M. 

S-9-18 
Reclamation does not concur with this comment. The geographic scope of the EIS reflects the 
potentially affected area of the proposed federal action. The potentially affected area within the 
SNWA service area comprises the existing service area of the SNWA member agencies that 
receive Colorado River water.  

S-9-19 and S-9-20 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. The BMI intake is discussed 
in Section B.2.3.1 of Appendix B in the Final EIS. 

S-9-21 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. The agricultural data was 
included for informational purposes and as part of the general discussion of economic activity 
occurring in the study area. As indicated in Section 4.14 “Socioeconomics” agricultural 
production within the Nevada study area would not be affected by implementing the interim 
guidelines.  

S-9-22 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. Appropriate information on potential impacts to 
agricultural lands along the Virgin and Muddy Rivers is included in Section 4.16 of the Final 
EIS.  
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S-9-23 through S-9-27 
Your comments are noted. Additional information with regard to SNWA’s Water Resource Plan 
has been added in Section 3.4.6.3. As described in Section 4.14.1.2 in the EIS, potential 
socioeconomic consequences of shortages occurring in the M&I sector were qualitatively 
assessed since it was not known to what degree a specific economic sector considered an M&I 
use would be affected. The effects on individual cities or communities are indeterminate for 
various reasons. Each city or community has a different mix of water supplies and in most cases, 
have formulated a shortage or drought response plan that is specific to their respective 
community. Also, individual response plans typically include varying combinations of demand-
side and supply-side actions and these differ by community.  

S-9-28 and S-9-29 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

S-9-30 
Your comment is noted. The referenced section was deleted from the Final EIS. 

S-9-31 and S-9-32 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. The title on column previously referenced as “SNWP” 
in the EIS has been changed to read as "Uses above Hoover Dam." 

S-9-33 and S-9-34 
Reclamation concurs with this comment and clarification has been made in Appendix M. 

S-9-35 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. Appendix M has been modified to replace the term 
“desalination” with the term “system augmentation.” 

S-9-36 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. The correction has been made in the Final EIS.  

S-9-37 
Reclamation concurs with this comment noted. The correction has been made in the Final EIS.  

S-9-38 
Your comment is noted. No change was necessary in the Final EIS. Although the Drop 2 Storage 
Reservoir is assumed to be a conservation activity in the Basin States Alternative, it was not 
added to Table M-3 because it does not follow a storage and delivery schedule similar to the 
other conservation activities..  
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S-9-39 and S-9-40 
Your comment is noted. Appropriate modifications have been made in Appendix M. 

S-9-41 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. The assumption used was the 
best data available at the time of the modeling and analysis for the Final EIS.  

S-9-42 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS is necessary. The assumption used was the 
best data available at the time of the modeling and analysis for the Final EIS.  

S-9-43 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS is necessary.  
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