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Reponses to Comment Letter I-1 

I-1-1 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  As noted in Section 3.4 and 
Section 4.4, water supply planning and water supply management occurs at the federal, state, 
regional and local levels.  Most states, regional agencies, local agencies, and communities have 
already or are in the process of preparing water resources management plans and or drought 
management plans that address varying water demand and water supply management issues. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-2 

I-2-1 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.   

I-2-2 and I-2-3 
Your comment is noted.  See also response to Comment No. G-1-4.  

I-2-4 and I-2-5 
Reclamation does not concur with this comment.  The interim nature of the guidelines is 
intended to provide an opportunity to evaluate how the guidelines work.  In addition, 
opportunities for review of the effectiveness of the guidelines are anticipated to be available both 
throughout the proposed interim period and at intervals during the interim period.  Such reviews 
would provide a basis for possible further federal actions and decisions at the end of the interim 
period.  Reclamation anticipates that a review of the guidelines will be conducted at a time prior 
to the end of the interim that would allow the Department, and the public, to assess the 
effectiveness of the guidelines and to determine the most appropriate course of action for the 
post-interim period.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-3 

I-3-1 
See response to Comment No. I-1-1. 

I-3-2 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

I-3-3 
Your comment is noted.  See also response to Comment No. I-1-1.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-4 

I-4-1 
See response to Comment No. I-1-1.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-5 

I-5-1 
See response to Comment No. I-1-1.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-6 

I-6-1 
This comment fails to accurately reflect the information published by Reclamation in the Draft 
EIS.   As noted in Chapter 2, the different alternatives considered alternative criteria for 
determining when and by how much water deliveries to the Lower Division states may be 
reduced during drought and low reservoir conditions. The purpose for considering the different 
criteria was to evaluate, among other things, the trade-offs between water deliveries and 
retaining water in storage for future use. 

I-6-2 
See responses to Comment Nos. L-17-17 through L-17-19. 

I-6-3 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  Please note that the 
shortages within individual states are assumed to be distributed in the order of priorities within in 
each respective state and distributed proportionally between the water users with the same 
priority right. The modeling assumption that distributes water delivery reductions among the 
equal priorities within individual states does not necessarily distinguish between water user type.   

I-6-4 and I-6-5 
See response to Comment No. I-1-1. 

I-6-6 

Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 

I-6-7 
See response to Comment No. I-1-1.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-7 

I-7-1 
See response to Comment No. G-8-33. 

I-7-2 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 

I-7-3 through I-7-5 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was required.  

I-7-6 
See response to Comment No. G-6-31. 

I-7-7 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-8 

I-8-1 
See response to Comment No. G-8-33. 

I-8-2 

Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 

I-8-3 through I-8-5 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

I-8-6 
See response to Comment No. G-6-31. 

I-8-7 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-9 

I-9-1 
See response to Comment No. G-8-33. 

I-9-2 

Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 

I-9-3 through I-9-5 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

I-9-6 
See response to Comment No. G-6-31. 

I-9-7 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 



Individual Comments  Volume IV
 

 

October 2007 I-36 
Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 

Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 



Individual Comments  Volume IV
 

 

Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 
Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

I-37  October 2007

 

 
 

 



Individual Comments  Volume IV
 

 

October 2007 I-38 
Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 

Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 



Individual Comments  Volume IV
 

 

Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 
Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

I-39  October 2007

 

Reponses to Comment Letter I-10 

I-10-1 
See response to Comment No. G-8-33. 

I-10-2 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 

I-10-3 through I-10-5 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

I-10-6 
See response to Comment No. G-6-31. 

I-10-7 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-11 

I-11-1 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

I-11-2 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  The creation of a new entity 
that is administratively independent of federal/state governments and special interests groups to 
manage river and water and reallocate water is outside the scope of the subject EIS. 

I-11-3 
Information presented in the Draft EIS has been modified in the Final EIS (see Section 3.10.2.2) 
pursuant to this specific comment, as well as other public comments.   Section 3.10.2.2 of the 
Final EIS has been revised to reflect this comment.  This revision does not significantly change 
the impact analysis or results presented in the Draft EIS.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-12 

I-12-1 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary 

I-12-2 
See response to Comment No. I-1-1. 

I-12-3 
See response to Comment No. G-8-33. 

I-12-4 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-13 

I-13-1 
See response to Comment No. G-8-33. 

I-13-2 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 

I-13-3 through I-13-5 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS is necessary. 

I-13-6 
See response to Comment No. G-6-31. 

I-13-7 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-14 

I-14-1 
The information requested is provided in the Draft EIS.  As noted in Section 4.3.2 of the Draft 
EIS, these traces represent the results of three of the 100 model runs.  These distinct traces were 
provided only to illustrate what was actually simulated under the various traces and respective 
hydrologic sequences and to highlight that the 90th, 50th, and 10th percentile lines do not represent 
actual traces, but rather the ranking of each year’s data from the 100 traces for the conditions 
modeled. The traces also illustrate the variability among the different traces and that the reservoir 
levels could temporarily decline below the 10th percentile line.  

I-14-2 
See response to Comment No. G-8-32. 

I-14-3 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

I-14-4 and I-14-5 
Your support for the Water Supply Alternative is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was 
necessary.  As noted in Chapter 2, the No Action Alternative and the Conservation Before 
Shortage Alternative were the only two alternatives that considered absolute protection of Lake 
Mead water surface elevation 1,000 feet msl.  The other action alternatives assumed that SNWA 
deliveries would be zero at Lake Water surface elevation below 1,000 feet msl.   As noted in the 
response to Comment No. I-14-3, the other action alternatives were formulated to permit an 
evaluation of a wide range of operating conditions and to permit an evaluation of the trade-offs 
between water deliveries and retaining water in storage for future use.  These other action 
alternatives, amongst other things, facilitated an evaluation with regard to how often and by how 
much SNWA may receive water deliveries below their annual entitlement due to Lake Mead 
water levels dropping below elevation 1,000 feet msl.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-15 

I-15-1 
As noted in Section 3.2 reservoirs located upstream of Lake Powell and operate independently of 
Lake Powell would not be affected by changes in the operations of Lake Powell and Lake Mead 
or consequently the proposed federal action. 

I-15-2 
Your comment is noted. To the extent that additional Tribal water rights are developed, 
established or quantified during the interim period of the proposed federal action, the United 
States will manage Colorado River facilities to deliver water consistent with such additional 
water rights, if any, pursuant to federal law. Thus, modifications to system operation, in 
accordance with pertinent legal requirements, will be considered as Tribal water rights and will 
be exercised in accordance with applicable law.   

I-15-3 
See response to Comment No. G-8-33. 

I-15-4 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 

I-15-5 
The information requested is provided in the Draft and Final EIS.  Please refer to Section 1.4 for 
a listing of the cooperating agencies and Chapter 2 for details on the involvement of other 
stakeholders in the development of the alternatives. 

I-15-6 
See response to Comment No. IT-15-2.  

I-15-7 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 
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I-15-8 
The All-American Canal Lining Project is not a part of this proposed federal action but is 
considered an interrelated project.  A description of this project has been added to Chapter 5 
(Other Considerations and Cumulative Impacts) in the Final EIS.   

I-15-9 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. See also response to Comment No. G-5-44. 

I-15-10 through I-15-12 
As noted in Section 3.2 reservoirs located upstream of Lake Powell and operate independently of 
Lake Powell would not be affected by changes in the operations of Lake Powell and Lake Mead 
or consequently the proposed Federal Action.  Your comment is also addressed in the general 
response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic variability in the introduction to Volume 
IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has been enhanced and two new appendices 
(Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to provide additional information regarding the 
potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic variability. 

I-15-13 through I-15-15 
See response to Comment No. I-15-2. 

I-15-16 
Your comment is noted.  See response to Comment No. I-15-2. 

I-15-17 through I-15-20 
Reclamation recognized federal reserved water rights of tribes on pages 3-81 to 3-89 and on 4-
213 of the Draft EIS. Given that no effect is anticipated to Indian water rights, there would be no 
resulting environmental justice impacts. See also response to Comment No. I-15-2. 

I-15-21 
The information requested is provided in the Draft EIS.  Please refer Section 4.14, Section 4.15, 
and Appendix H in the Draft and Final EIS for information on the potential impacts on minority 
and low-income populations which includes Indian tribes.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-16 

I-16-1 and I-16-2 
Information presented in the Draft EIS has been modified in the Final EIS pursuant to this 
specific comment, as well as other public comments. The appropriate citation has been added to 
the References Cited (bibliography).  This revision does not significantly change the impact 
analysis or results presented in the DEIS. 

I-16-3 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  The range of consumptive 
use reductions considered in the Draft EIS are attributed to the references cited.  Although these 
rates may vary by region and more specifically by the local soils type, crops grown, and 
irrigation methods, amongst other factors;  the methodology in the Draft EIS addressed this issue 
in an appropriate fashion since the information was used consistently between alternatives and 
appropriately lent itself in the relative comparison of the alternatives.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-17 

I-17-1 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

I-17-2 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

I-17-3 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  See also response to 
Comment No. L-3-7.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-18 

I-18-1 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  The Secretary is vested 
with the responsibility to manage the mainstream waters of the Lower Basin pursuant to 
applicable federal law. The responsibility is carried out consistent with a body of documents 
referred to as the Law of the River. The Law of the River comprises numerous operating criteria, 
regulations, and administrative decisions included in federal and state statutes, interstate 
compacts, court decisions and decrees, an international treaty, and contracts with the Secretary.  
This body of documents also sets forth the quantity and priority of water rights from the 
Colorado River.  The Secretary has the responsibility to observe the priority of water rights and 
cannot arbitrarily implement delivery reductions that do not comport to the established rights, 
and the elements of the legal framework for allocation and delivery of Colorado River water, 
including the Supreme Court Consolidated Decree. 

I-18-2 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.   

I-18-3 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

I-18-4 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  Please note that the 
identification and evaluation of the methods to reduce warming gasses is outside the scope of 
this EIS. 

I-18-5 
Your comment is noted.   
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-19 

I-19-1 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

I-19-2 through I-19-4 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 

I-19-5 
The information requested is provided in the Draft EIS.  Please refer to Section 3.4 (Water 
Deliveries) for details on the water depletion schedules that were used in the modeling of the 
alternatives.  As noted in this section, the Upper Basin depletion schedules have factored the 
projected increased water demands that are associated with increased use of domestic water 
supplies to meet the projected population growth in the Upper Division states. In the Lower 
Basin, all of the Lower Division states are currently using the full amount of their entitlement of 
Colorado River water and therefore, their respective entitlements limit their use of water from 
the Colorado River.  Managing future population growth within the constraints of available water 
supply is primarily a local responsibility.  



Individual Comments  Volume IV
 

 

October 2007 I-86 
Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 

Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 



Individual Comments  Volume IV
 

 

Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 
Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

I-87  October 2007

 

 
 



Individual Comments  Volume IV
 

 

October 2007 I-88 
Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 

Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

 

 
 
 



Individual Comments  Volume IV
 

 

Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 
Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

I-89  October 2007

 

Reponses to Comment Letter I-20 

I-20-1 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

I-20-2 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

I-20-3 
Information presented in the Draft EIS has been modified in the Final EIS (see Appendix H) 
pursuant to this specific comment, as well as other public comments. According we have added 
an analysis that considers the positive and negative effects of a voluntary conservation program.  
The results of this analysis are summarized in Appendix H, Section H.6. 

I-20-4 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

I-20-5 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

I-20-6 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

I-20-7 
See response to Comment No. I-20-3. 

I-20-8 
See response to Comment No. F-5-2.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-21 

I-21-1 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary  

I-21-2 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.   
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-22 

I-22-1 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 

I-22-2 and I-22-3 
See responses to Comment Nos. G-6-31 and G-8-32. 

I-22-4 and I-22-5 
See response to Comment No. G-6-18.   

I-22-6 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was required.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter I-23 

I-23-1 
See response to Comment No. G-8-33. 

I-23-2 

Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 

I-23-3 through I-23-5 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

I-23-6 
See response to Comment No. G-6-31. 

I-23-7 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability. 
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