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What is the Web Soil Survey? 

 
 

 The Web Soil Survey (WSS) provides the most 
current official soil data information produced by 
the National Cooperative Soil Survey.  

 Soil survey information is provided through maps.  
 The site is updated and maintained online as the 

single authoritative source of soil survey information. 



 
How do I access the Web Soil Survey? 

 
 You can access the web soil survey by going to:  

 http://soils.usda.gov/ 
 http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/ 
 http://www.pr.nrcs.usda.gov/ 

 
 You can access the WSS brochure at:  

 ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/NSSC/pub/WSS_brochure.pdf 

 
 

http://soils.usda.gov/
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/
http://www.pr.nrcs.usda.gov/
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/NSSC/pub/WSS_brochure.pdf


Click on Soils 



Click on the 
Web Soil 

Survey link 



Start your 
Web Soil 
Survey 
session 

here 



Select your 
Area of 
Interest 
(AOI) 



In the drop down arrow, 
select Puerto Rico or 

Virgin Islands 



You can import a 
shapefile or zipped 
shapefile with your 

AOI 

You need both, 
your .shp and 

.prj files  

IMPORTANT:   
Your imported AOI shapefile 
needs to be a single polygon. 



You can use the 
latitude and 
longitude for the AOI  



You can 
select your 

State 

Select your Soil 
Survey Area and 
then click on view 



Go to Legend 



You can see the available 
digital layers  and  

change the background 
from aerial photo to 
topographic map. 



Here is the 
interactive tool bar 



Select the area 
with the 

rectangle AOI 



The AOI is 
shown in a grid 
box 



Using the Polygon AOI, draw 
the boundary of your site.  
Double click at the last point 
to close the boundary. 



Your AOI is 
shown in the 
shaded area 



Now, go to the 
Soil Map tab 

You can print the 
soil map 



You can add a 
subtitle 

Go to 
view 



You can save or 
print your map 



You can 
add a 

subtitle 
Click on 
OK 

Or add the map to the 
Shopping cart and 

download a complete 
document when done. 



Now, go to the 
Soil Data 

Explorer tab 

Open all the available 
“Suitabilities  and 

Limitations Ratings” 
reports 



Choose a report 
and click on view 

rating 

Remember that you can print or 
add  your map and tables to the 

Shopping Cart 



This is the 
report you 

obtain 

The soil 
map 



The map 
legend 



The interpretative 
table 



You can go to the 
“Soil Data 

Properties and 
Qualities” Tab 

Choose the 
report and 

click on view 
rating 



Remember to 
print, save or add 
to the Shopping 

Cart 



Go to  
“Soil 

Reports” 

Choose 
the report 



Remember to print, 
save or add to the 

Shopping Cart 

When done, go 
to your 

Shopping Cart 



You can check 
out the 

document from 
the Shopping 

Cart 



This is your 
custom report 



Includes a 
preface 



Includes 
the Table of 

Contents 



Explains How 
Soil Surveys 
Are Made 



Includes the Soil Map 



The soil map 
and its 

location 



The map 
legend 



The map unit legend 
and the map unit 

descriptions 



The map unit 
descriptions 



The reports added to 
the custom soil 

survey 



The associated maps 



The map legends 



The interpretative 
tables 















Includes the 
references 



When done, you can 
export your AOI as a 
zipped shapefile, for 

future use 



Download your 
exported AOI 

zipped shapefile 



If you need 
information for 

another area, you can 
clear the AOI, and 
start all over again  



Equal Opportunity 
 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination 

in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an 
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 

 To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
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