
39985 

Title %-Wildlife and Fisheries 

CHAPTER I-UNITED STATES FISH AND 
WILDLIFE SERVICE, DEPARTMENT OF 
THE INTERIOR 

SubchafHcr FJ-Taking, Possession. Transporta- 
tion. Sale, Purchase. Barter, Exportation and 
Importation of Wnldltfe 

PART I7-ENDANGERED AND 
THREATENED WILDLIFE AND PLANTS 

Determination of Critical Habitat for 
Mississippi Sandhil! Crane 

AGENCY: U.S. Fish and IVildlife Service. 
ACTION: Final rulemaking. 
SUMMARY: The Director. U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (hereinaf!cr, the 
Director and the Service, re5q)ec:iv4y 1 
hereby issues a rulemaking which detcr- 
mirles Critical Habitat for the Missis- 
sippi sandhill crane ~CTZ(S cazadezsis 
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. gulk). This rulemaking ls ksued pur- 
mnm +A Section 7 of the Endansered 
8px.v Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 153L- 
1843. S? Stat. 834: heremafter the Act). 
h :‘,’ ; rdance with Section 7. all Fcd- 
em1 :Incies will be requned to lrjure 
that :.tions authorized. funded. of car- 
&d t ,lt by them do not adverseIy.aIfeCt 
this I _ :tical HabItat. 
EFFLL’TIVE DATE: September 7. 1937. 
FA; FURTHER nmRM.ATTON CON- IC. 

Mr~kelt.h M. Schreiner Associate M- 
rector. Federal Assistance. Fish and 
Wlldiife Service. U.S. Department of 
the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240 

T (?OZ-343-4646). 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
BACKCR~~ND 

In the FEDERAL RECANTER of Septem- 
k3. lY75 (40 FR 40521-40522). the Fijh 
8nd Wildlife Service published a pro- 
posed dc:ermination of Crlt:cal Habitat 
for the Missisiippi snncihill crane ‘Grus 
canudensis puila). This CrItIcal Habitat 
was described as being a five-sided area 
‘of land, water. and airspace m Jackson 
county. XIississippi. between the West 
tiagollla River and the Jackson- 
Barrison County line, and bounded by 
the following coordinates: 30’33’ N 
88’37’ W. 30’25’ N 88”37’ W. 30”22’ N 

. 88'44' W, 30"29' N 88”51’ W. 30’33’ N 
88'51' IV. 

SVMMARY OF CokrmNTs 

The Governor of Mississippi expressed 
. oppaslffon to the designation of the en- 

tire propczed orea as Critlcnl Habitat. 
. . . . though he mdiccted that a smnlicr area 

might be ::ccc?table. Also opoosmg the 
destgnatior. as proposed were 15 local 
governmenta! and commercial organiza- 
tions. and app-oximate!y 477 private 
cltlzens. mc: i cjf whom had signed peti- 
tions on the ma: -:r. 

The hIis;-: ip;: Game and Fish Com- 
mission resy,lnr!cd favorably to a deter- 
rninationof Cr.2 :a1 Habitat which would 
assist ln the ;~re:~?rvatlon of the ?.ISSIS- 
rippi sandhill c:~e, but d!d not com- 
ment on the nw:ssity of includmg the 
cntlre Proposed area. Also fnvor:ne the 
proposal in genernl were eight major . National and local conservation orcnnl- 
zatlons. incLudin& Slonitor. Inc.. w::ich 
expressed the vlcn’s of 14 nddlt:onal 
organizations: and 26 private cltlzens. 
The U.S. Forest Service concurred that 
the approximately 150 acres of i.u:d nd- 
ministered by it withm the dcc!=ated 
area should be inc!uue;l a.; Cri::t,:lI H:rbi- 
ht. The hlEsissippi I’;iiullfe Fcclrr.rtlon 
favored the dcsi-bation of a smnllcr area 
m Critical Efabttat. ;rpproxLrxlntely ten 
other partles wrote to provide or request 
information. althout indicatmg n posi- 
Uon on the matter. 
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The propel of September 3. 1975. in- 
volved a relatively large area wh:ch cor- 
responded rouizhly to the overall ran,oe 
of the Jibsiss~ppi sandhill cra1?e. Tne 
same area had been dctermmed to be 
Critical Habitat in an emerqcncy ruie- 
making published on June 30. 1975 (40 
FR 27501-2750’). The area delineated 
below in the final determination of Crit- 
ical Habitat represents a considerable re- 
duction. The decision to make this re- 
duction was based on a more thorough 
assessment of available bloloaical data, 
particularly that provided by the Ml.+ 
sissippi Sandhill Crane Recovery Team. 
After reviewing this mformation. it be- 
came apparent that much of the land 
area in the origmal proposal is of little 
or no known use to the crane. There are 
winter feeding sates m farmland to the 
north of the Crit:csl Habitat zones delin- 
eated below, but these sltcs are scattered 
over a large area. and their use by the 
cranes varies wrth the crops and other 
factors. Nonetheless. ail Federal agencies 
should be aware of the presence of the 
feedmg sites and other areas of sporadic. 
but possibly important use within the 
overall zone originally proposed m the 
FEDERAL REGISTER of September 3. 1975, 
as described above and hounded by the 
foLLowmq coordinates: 30’33’ N 88’37’ 
W. 30’25’ N 88’37’ W, 30’22’ N 88-44’ 
W. 30’29’ N 88’51’ W. 30’33’ N 88’51’ w. 
Federal agencies are required by Section 
7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
to insure that theu actions do not jeop- 
ardize the continued existence of Endnn- 
gered species. and this requirement 
should be considered with respect to any 
actions within or near the area deline- 
ated above. 

The Critical Habitat areas delineated 
below include all known breedmg. sum- 
mer feeding. and roosting sites of the 
Xlssissippi sandhlll crane. A!so mciuded 
are the flight paths ccnnectmq the more 
important sites. At present these areas 
are the only ones that can be said with 
certamty to be necessary for the survival 
and recovery of the crane, and that can 
be sPecifically de!ineated as Critical 
Habitat. Should more precise informs- _ 
tlon become avarlabie resrarding other 
sites wlthm the orlgmally proposed zone, 
or should range expansions or remtro- 
ductlox of the crane occur, the recog- . 
nized Critical Habitat could be increased. 

EFFECTS OF THE RVLEXI~KINC 
Most of the Persors who commented 

on the proposal apparently were con- 
fujed recardma the n:e?nmg and imoli- 
cations of a Critical Haultat deslmatlon. 
For example. many pcrsor,s expressed 
concern that the dc?i:natlon would au- 
tomatically halt or urently rc>trlct all 
human activitros 2r.d develogment 
within the entire designated area. .Xany 

. 
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8eemed t0 think that Section 7 provtsions 
would apply to the actions of all partIes. 
II& just Federal a~cr.c~es. Perhaps most 
unfortunately. m311y persons apparently 
VloUght that the E lsh and LV1!zliie Serv- 
Ice could arbltrar:ly determine or not 
determine. enlarge or teczuce a’Critlca1 
Habitat area based on non-biologlcal 
iactors. 
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Itshould be realized that Critical Hab- 
it& ls not created by a government 

’ 8gency: It already exists in nature. and 
& m&t cases hz& exsred for co~~~tless 
centuries. All species of wildlife have 
their own Critical Habitat. a term which 
ti been interpreted (40 E+? 17764 as 
meaning habltat necessary to the normal 
needs or survival of a s~fcles. Airhouch 
8uch habitat does exsst. its precise loca- 
tion and perimeters are not generally 
known to the pu’bl~c anti government 
8gencies. The function OI the Fsh and 
Wildlife Service ti to blo:ozlcally delme- 
8te such habltat. with easily Identuied 
boundaries, so that ottier Federal agcn- 
CM may conven:entlr refer to ths m- 
formati& in follow& the:r resoonsi- 
bilities under SectIon 7. Althouzn &s- 
agreements may arise regaramg what 
habitat is actually necessary for a spe- 
cles, or how to most accuratc!y deimeace 
anarea. the final determ=n?.tion must ex- 
press a consensus of the best bioiosical 
lniormation that is available. 

A Critical Habitat deslsnation points 
out specific areas within the Umted 
Btates where Federal ageccies mJy have 
to assess their actions re!athe to pos- 
tible effects on Endar.gered spe:ies. This 
reqtirement i&elf is tie only direct 
meaning of a Crl~:csl Habitat derxr.mm- 
Uon. No specifx kmds of actions would 
be tiected. rezardless of the extent of 
the Critical Habitnt. ur.!ess such ac::ons 
actually could be corA:c!ered decremental 
to the species involved. For more mfor- 
mation, plea.se contact tne “Proposed 
Provisions for Intersqcncy Cooperation” 
In the FEDERAL REGISTER of Jnnum 26, 
1977. 

NATIONAL ENVIRONXENTAL POLICY ACT 

b environmental assessment has been 
prepared and is on f.!e i? the Service’s 
Office of Endangered Species in W&ash- 
in&xi D.C. The ass?.r,jmer.t LS the ~~SLS 
iOr 8 decision that the ae!crrmn:~r!r;ns of 
this rulemaking are not m.~]or Federal 
Ictions that would s;:!nlricnncly atect the 
quality of the hu:nan environment 
Within the mcaninz of the Notional En- 
Vlronmental Policy Act of 13d3. 

FINAL RVLEMAK~NG 

The Director has considered 
menb and data submitted m 

I 

all com- 
respcnue 

to the proposed determination of Crltl- 
cal Habitat for the ?IWGis.Slppi sandhill 
crane. The Director also has con&ered 
other information received by the Serv- 
ice. botn prior to and subsequent M the 
publicarion of the proposed Cnt:cal Hab- 
ltat determmation m the F'ZDEFML RBGIS- 
TER of Stptember 3, 1975. Based on thjs 
review. the are% delmeated below are 
de*zrmir,ed to be Critical Habit& for the 
~lssssippl samhill crane. 

This rulemskmg is issued under the 
authonty contined in the Endannered 
Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. X31-;543: 
87 Stat. 864). and was prepared by Dr. 
Ronald XI. Nowak. Office of Endangered 
Species. 

No=.-The Fish and Wlldllfe Service hrm 
determined that this document does not con- 
tain a mapr propsal requlrlnq preparauon 
o! an Economic Impact Statement under 
EXecutlve Order 11949 and OXB CLrcular A- 
10-I. 

Dated: July 29,1977. 
LYNN A. GREENWALT. 

DirfXtot. 
Fish and Wildlife Senxe. 

Accordingly. B 17.95(b). part 17. Sub- 
part I. Title 50 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations IS amended by adding the 
ioll0wir.g Critical Habitat description 
after the Critical Habitat description for 
the American peregrme falcon. 

Subpart I-Interagency Cooperation 
0 li.95 Critical Habitat-F&b and U’ild- 

life. J 
l .  .  .  .  

tb) Birds. 
l .  .  l l 

Jiississ!~~i &.ndhill Crane (Gnu 
canade7urs pulla), 

~l~ssrssr~~r. Arecu of land. water. and air- 
space LII Jarkzo.on County. with ‘he followmq 
cmqxments (SC. S*qhens DOW J:er.alar, t : 
TGS RSW Sec.. 31: 7% R7W E’: of El; Sec. 
34. Sec. 3uc36. S!; Ser. 36: TG.? RBW Sec. 27. 
those pORlons of C&x. 26-31 SouCh ol Sea- 
lPBn Road. Sec. 3244: l--E R6W Ni, of N!$ 
Sec. 3. Sec. 6: TX R7W Sec. 2-11. Sec. 13-18. 
sec. 20-22. W’i sec. 23. WI; or E’,. sec. 23; 
NE’; of >iE!h Sec. 23. XL; OC S’m Sec. 24. 
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that, portion of the SW!:,-of SW<, Sec. 30 
souLh of the Lou!s.T!!e and Nashn!le ml- 
ro36. W’s, OC U’!; 5%~. 31. W’; Sec. 37. that 
poR!cn of the E:, See. 37 norrh of U.S. 
Inrerxtate Hkhwa: 10: 17s R.%v Sec. X-3. - 
:.kS: pR!On Of 2%~. 4 north of 0 S. inter- 
state H!?hxa’~ 10. Sec. 5-6. those ~~)rt!ons of 
Sec. 74 north of C.S. Interstate HICIYX-J~ 
10. sec. 10-12. W’.j of W’i See. 14. S.X. 15. 
that portion of Se. 25 Couth of rhe Loulsi-L!le 
and Nnzhvklle RA!rcad. that por~101-1 of the 
SE% of See. 26 sou-A of the Lou;svllle a.nd 
Nashville Ratlroad and aout.heast of Davis 
Bajvu, Nl/i ol NE!; Sec. 35. Sec. 38. 

. 
A . -. 

mRRAL REGISTER, VOL 42, NO. 152-MONDAY, AUGUST R. 1?77 



, I  
.  

v l _ .  

-1 &88 .  .  

. RULES AND REGULATIONS 

0. I-& : 

FEDERAL REGISTER, VOL. 42, NO. 152~MONDAY, AUGUST 8, 19n 


	77-22722

