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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

50 CFR Part 17 

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 
and Plants; Proposed Endangered 
Status for Chrysopsis Floridana 
(Florida Golden Aster) 

AGENCY: Fish and LYildlife Service. 
Interior. 
ACTION: Proposed ruk. --.-___.-.---~ ____ __-~ 
SUMMARY: The Service proposes to 
determine a plan! in the farnib 
Asteraceae (asters). Chq*sop~is 
floridmo (Florida golden aster). to by an 
endangered species pursuant to the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 [Act], 
as amended. Critical habitat is not being 
proposed. This piant is endemic to small 
areas of ancient dunes in southern 
Hillsborough and Pinellas counties. 
Florida. Ail known colonies of the plant 
are on private property. Cirr!-sopsis 
floridano is endangered by residential 
and commercial development of its 
habitat, and also by mowing, intense 
grazing. and heavy use of off-road 
vehicles. This proposal. if made final. 
would implement the Federal protection 
and recovery provisions afforded by the 
Act for this plant. Comments on the 
proposal are invited from all interested 
parties. 
DATES: Comments from ail interested 
parties must be received by October 4. 
1983. Public hearing requests must be 
received by September 19.1986. 
ADDRESSES: Comments and materials 
concerning this proposal shou!d be sent 
IO the Field Superi isor. Endangered 
Species Field Station, 2747 Art Museum 
Drive. Jacksonville, Fiorida 32267. 
Comments and materials received will 
be available for public inspection, by 
appointment. during normal business 
hours at the above address. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
David J. Wesley. Endangered Species 
Field Supervisor. at the above address 
[904/iYl-2580 or FTS 9462580). 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

C’iir~t~.s<~psis f;orkIaoncl was described 
by John K. Smali II-I 39’23 from specimens 
r:allec!ed by S..LI. Tracy at Bradenion. 
ktamitee County. Fiorida. in 1901. Small 
SLltlse~ilen!l~ collected the species at 
Len: Kev. PmeIlas Counr- :, in IS21 
t\vhepc, it has s:nce been extirpated). 
and in southern Hillsborough County in 
19%. The species was not collected 
again untii 1933. Since 1961. a number of 
collections have been made in sou!hern 
Hiilsbo:~o:gh Ccunty nea,r Riverview 
and Ruskin A specimen was: collected 
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t?dsl of Bixdenton. hiana:er Cotin!;. in 
190-k but the species has now been 
extirpated there. A population rtas 
discovered near Semintiic. Pmelins 
County. in 1983 (R. Wunderhn axd A. 
Burdrtt, ~ZISGR~ coml;luili~ations). :I!1 
the known popa!ations are on pri\-ate 
land. 

Severai dlternative taxoilomic 
treatemexts have been proposed for 
Ci:r>xq?,~~s r&-idtr~?c and associated 
species. Frrnald (1937j made C!i~;so~.<~s 
1‘! 

Chr~~~sis ,tIorkfano was recognized 
ds an endangered species by the Florida 
Committee on Rare and Endangered 
Plan!s and Animals in their 1979 
publication on plants (Ward, 1979). In 

response to this project, the &vice 
contracted a status survey bv botanists 
from the University of South’Florida. A 
preliminary status repoil wds submitted 
in 1980 and a final report in 1981 
{Wunderlin et o’., 1981.) 

Chrysopsis +ridana LLXS included as 
a category-l species in a revised !ibt of 
pldnts under review for threatened or 
endangered ciassilrication published i:l 
the December 15,19&1, Federal Register 
(43 FR 8?280]. Category 1 comprises tnva 
for H hich the Service presently has 
sufficient biuiogical information to 
sugptirt their being proposed to be listed 
,+s enddngered or %rea\cned species. 

The Endangered Soeci,.:; Acf 
;Ime::dri:.3nts~of 198; rcqxiieti !P3: dll 
petitions pending as of October 13. 1482. 
be treated as hdving been newiy 
submitted on that date. The species 
iistc>c! in the December 15.1980, notice of 
review were considered tu bc petitioned. 
.!nd the deadlipc for a f?G~=.g 0:: ‘hose 
spxies, iccludilg C~~r~~~p.si.s ficl-‘&!‘:o 
was October 13. 1983. On October 13, 
1983. and again on October 13. 1984. ihe 
petition finding was made that !is;ing 
Chr> scpsi’s il~ridanc was v;arran!ed bu! 
prcc!uded by other pending !istinq 
dr,iirxx. in arcordance wirh section 
-Il!li!S)(iii) of the Act. Such a findiq 
requires a rerycling of the petition, 
pursuant to section G[b](3j(C;(i) of 2;e 
.;\ct. The preseni action, proposing to I&t 
C~:‘!I~VSOpSiS ~Iuri2uI1a as enJangeied. 
s;:!i&ies the nest reyui! 51 om2 year 
finding. 

Summary of Factors Affecting the 
Species 

Section a(a)[~j of the Endangered 
Species Act (18 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) and 
regulbtinns promulgated to impiemtmt 
th e hsting provisions of the ,4ct (SO CFR 
Part 1241 set forth the procedures for 
adding species to the Federal iists. A 
species may be determined to be an 
enciangered or threatened species due to 
one or’more of the five factors described 
in section d(a][l). These factors and 
their application to ChrJ/sops~s Pai-iduna 
Small (Florida golden aster) [synonyms: 
Chrs-sapsis mariana (L.) Ell. var. 
fI&dana (Smal!) Fern., Hetero&ca 
mari’a:la subsp. ,f/cridu.w (Small) 
Harms, and Heteratheca fIaridai:a 
1Sm:ili) long] art? 3s follows: 

A. The p;,esent or Il;rpcieilEti 

des iructian. modi,fica tkn, or cirrtai!me:l! 
0.1” its habitat or range. The historical 
range of the Florida goiden aster is 
uncertain because few specimens were 
ever collected. The plant has been 
extirpated from most of the sites where 
it was collected prior to the 1970’s, 
includiq Long Key (St. Petersburg 
Beach), Bradenton Beach, and 
Bradenton. The specimen coilected near 

Siminoiti in 1933 provides the on!> 
rxidence that this golden aster occur1 rd 
on the mainland of Pinellas County. The 
Seminole area. north of St. Petersbuq. 16 
urban. with little or no possible habitat 
left for !ht: gclden aster. The five 
existing p:,p~~l,~~ions in southern 
Fiiilsborough County are all on we!;- 
drained s,nd soil with sand pine- 
evergreen odk scrub vegetaiion. ‘The tL\:l 
largest populations are in residential 
su’bdivisinus. The Florida golden aster :s 
restricted t;; vacant I&s, where it 
occupies areas of bare sand at the eJg+:< 
of remnants oi scrub vegetation. Other 
populations arc in scrub vegetaticr: 
grazed by cattle. on an abandoned 
railroad emhankrxn!, and in a recerl:!> 
burned sane! pine scrub sroa. A! ieas~ ~!r 
t; ;~cts of scrub vegetation near the 
existing populations lack CfIrysa,asi, 
fiaridana (Wunderlin ei cl.. 1981]. 
Ch;*ysaps.k $oriduna requries bare 
sand. Consequently, the plant benehts 
from 1imite.l disturbance (which can 
in&l&: firp And limited land clearing. 
grazing. ar.d off-road vehicle use]. but 
ma) be dcs:royed by more ictense. 
frequent, or extensixre disturbance. Tht. 
Florida golds aster is threatened to 
some extent by disturbance, Inciudinp 
dti:;-q)iq, and i;;tense JJ’f-road vehicle 
L:SC. The plant does not tolcrzte mowing. 
The most significant threat to this pidnt 
it !he dirtxt loss of its habi!ats to 
ri5identidl xnstruclion on vacant J;o:s 
i’s the u:brr.iza!ion of southern 
J Jillsborou;h County progresses. The 
recent comjpie!ion of Jnterstate Highw,)y 
75 from Tampa to Brddenlon ensures 
r,+pid groivtil (‘lS’ir.derlin et ai., 1981). 

B. Cr~eruti!izatiun far cammercial, 
~r:cr~oriar:~l.. .scieJ fjfic. or educatianai 
purpose:. Xot applicable. 

C. Disease arpredation. Two 
populations found in pastures are 
s&j& to grazing by cattie. Light 
grazing may be beneficial or non- 
harmful io this species: however, heavy 
grazing with associated soil compaction 
and errosion would further threaten 
Chrysogsis ik’oridana. 

ll The inadequacy of existing 
re,guIatary mechar?isms. No Federal, 
State, or local laws or regulations 
protect Chrq‘sdpsis fiaridano or its 
habitat at present. The species is iisted 
as endangered by the Florida Committee 
on Rare Plants and Animals (Ward, 
19791, but this iisting confers no 
protection. 

E. Other natural ur manmade factors 
uf~ecCih,o it.5 corrCir7ued existence. 
&striction to specialized habita!s and 
small geographically limited ranges 
tends to intensify any adverse effects 
upon the populations or the habitats of 
any rare plant. This is certainly true fol 
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Chrysopsis floridano and is firther 
intensified by the loss of habitat that 
has already taken place. 

The Service has carefully assessed the 
best scientific and commercial 
information available regarding the past. 
present, and future threats faced by this 
species in determining to propose this 
rule. Based on this evaluation, the 
preferred action is to list Chrysopsis 
floridano as an endangered species. The 
very limited habitat and range of this 
plant render it highly vulnerable to 
residential and commercial real estate 
development. All the populations are on 
private land. and there are no Federal or 
State laws that offer them protection. 
Several sites where they formerly 
occurred have been lost and the species 
is in danger of extinction. Critical 
habitat is not being proposed for the 
reasons discussed in the next section. 

Critical Habitat 

Section 4(a)(3) of the Act, as amended, 
requires that to the maximum extent 
prudent and determinable, the Secretary 
designate any habitat of a species which 
is considered to be critical habitat at the 
time the species is determined to be 
endangered or threatened. The Service 
finds that designation of critical habitat 
is not prudent for this species at this 
time. Such designation of critical habitat 
would not be beneficial to Chrysopsis 
floridano since identification of critical 
habitat could be expected to increase 
the degree of threat from taking or 
vandalism. Designation of critical 
habitat affects only Federal agencies. 
The five known sites for this species are 
on private land with no known Federal 
involvement. Designation of critical 
habitat would not benefit the species, 
and might cause an increase in taking or 
vandalism at the sites. 

Available Conservation Measures 

Conservation measures provided to 
species listed as endangered or 
threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act include recognition, 
recovery actions, requirements for 
Federal protection, and prohibitions 
against certain practices. Recognition 
through listing encourages and results in 
conservation actions by Federal, State, 
and private agencies, groups, and 
individuals. The Endangered Species 
Act provides for possible land 
acquisition and cooperation with the 
States and requires that recovery 
actions be carried out for all listed 
:+ecies. Such actions are initiated by the 
Service foIlowing listing. The protection 
required of Federal agencies and the 
prohibitions against taking are 
discussed, in part, below. 

Section 7(a) of the Act. as amended, 
requires Federal agencies to evaluate 
their actions with respect to any species 
that is proposed or listed as endangered 
or threatened and with respect to its 
critical habitat, if any is being 
designated. Regulations implementing 
this interagency cooperation provision 
of the Act are codified at 50 CFR Part 
402. and are now under revision (see 
proposal at 48 FR 29990; June 29.1983). 
Section 7(a)(4) requires Federal agencies 
to confer informally with the Service on 
any action that is likely to jeopardize 
the continued existence of a proposed 
species or result in destruction or 
adverse modification of proposed 
critical habitat. If a species is listed 
subsequently, section 7(a][~) requires 
Federal agencies to ensure that 
activities they authorize, fund, or carry 
out are not likely to jeopardize the 
continued existence of such a species or 
tb destroy or adversely modify its 
critical habitat. If a Federal action may 
affect a listed species or its critical 
habitat. the responsible Federal agency 
must enter into formal consultation with 
the Service. Since all presently known 
sites with Chrysopsis floridana are on 
private land where no Federal 
invoivement in known, there would be 
no effect on Federal agencies from the 
above requirements. 

The Act and its implementing 
regulations found at 50 CFR 17.61,17.62, 
and 17.63 set forth a series of general 
trade prohibitions and exceptions that 
apply to all endangered plant species. 
With respect to Chrysopsis floridma. all 
trade prohibitions of section 9(a)(2) of 
the Act. implemented by 50 CFR 17.61, 
would apply. These prohibitions, in part, 
would make it illegal for any person 
subject to the jurisdiction of the United 
States to import or export, transport in 
interstate or foreign commerce in the 
course of a commercial activity, or sell 
or offer for sale this species in interstate 
or foreign commerce. Certain exceptions 
can apply to agents of the Service and 
State conservation agencies. The Act 
and 50 CFR 17.62 and 17.63 also provide 
for the issuance of permits to carry out 
otherwise prohibited activities involving 
endangered species under certain 
circumstances. It is anticipated that few 
trade permits would be sought or issued 
since this species is not common in the 
wild or in cultivation. Chrysopsis 
floridano might be cultivated in the 
future for planting on barrier island 
dunes. 

Section 9(a)(2][B) of the Act, as 
amended in 1982, prohibits the removal 
and reduction to possession of 
endangered plant species from areas 
under Federal jurisdiction. Permits for 

exceptions to this prohibition are 
available through section lo(a) of the 
Act, until revised regulations are 
promulgated to incorporate the 1982 
Amendments. Proposed regulations 
implementing this prohibition were 
published on July a,1983 (46 FR 31417). 
and it is anticipated that these will be 
made final following public comment. 
Chrysopsis floridana is not known at 
present from Federal lands, so this 
prohibition would not have any 
practical effects. Requests for copies of 
the regulations on plants and inquiries 
regarding them may be addressed to the 
Federal Wildlife Permit Office, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Washington, D.C. 
20240(703/235-1903 orFTS235-1093). 

Public Comments Solicited 
The Service intends that any final rule 

adopted will be accurate and as 
effective as possible in the conservation 
of endangered or threatened species. 
Therefore, any comments or suggestions 
from the public, other concerned 
governmental agencies. the scientific 
community, industry, or any other 
interested party concerning any aspect 
of this proposed rule are hereby 
solicited. Comments particularly are 
sought concerning: 

(1) Biological, commercial trade, or 
other relevant data concerning any 
threat [or lack thereof) to Chrysopsis 
floridana: 

(2) The location of any additional 
populations of Chrysopsis floridma. 
and the reasons why any habitat should 
or should not be determined to be 
critical habitat as provided by Section 4 
of the Act; 

(3) Additional information concerning 
the range and distribution of this 
species: and 

(4) Current or planned activities in the 
subject area and their possible impacts 
on Chrysopsis floridma. 

Final promulgation of the regulation 
on Chrysopsis floridana will take into 
consideration the comments and any 
additional information received by the 
Service. and such communications may 
lead to adoption of a final regulation 
that differs from this proposal. 

The Endangered Species Act provides 
for a public hearing on this proposal, if 
requested. Requests must be filed within 
45 days of the date of the proposal. Such 
requests must be made in writing and 
addressed to the Field Supervisor. 
Endangered Species Field Station, 2747 
Art Museum Drive, Jacksonville. Florida 
32207. 

National Environmental Policy Act 
The Fish and Wildlife Service has 

determined that an Environmental 
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;.n -- _- Shinners. L.H. 1951. The North Texas Species 
-.i’ 

Assessment, as defined undkr the 
authority of the National Environmental 
fiolicy Act of 69, need not be prepared in 
connection with regulations adopted 
pursuant to section 4(a) of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as I 
amended. A notice outlining the 
Service’s reasons for this determination 
was published in the Federal Register on 
October 25,1983 (48 FR 49244). 

of Hetemtheca including Chry.sopsism 
(Compositae). Field and Lab 19:66-7l. 

Ward. D.B. (editor). 1979. Rare and 
Endangered Biota of Florida. Volume 
5:Plants. University Ressea of Florida, 

t Gainesville. Florida. 175 pp. 
Wunderlin, R.. D. Richardson, and B. Hansen. 

1981. Chrysopsis Jloridona. Status report 
prepared for U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Endangered Species Field Station files, 
Jacksonville, Florida. 
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The primary author of this proposed 
rule is David L Martin, Endangered 
Species Field Station, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 2747 Art Museum 
Drive, )acksonville, Florida 32207 (904/ 
7914560 or ITS 94fM560). Ms. E. 
LaVeFe Smith of the Washington Office 
of Endangered Species served as editor. 
List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 17 

Proposed RegulaJion Promulgation 

PART 17-[AMENDiD] 

Accordingly. it is hereby proposed to 
amend Part 17. Subchapter B of Chapter 
I, Title 50 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations, as set forth below: 

1. The authority citation for Part 17 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: Pub. L 93-205.87 Stat. 864; Pub. 
L. 94-359.90 Stat. 811; pub. L 95432.92 Stat. 
3751; Pub. L. 9&X59,93 Stat. 1225; Pub. L. 97- 
304.98 Stat. 1411(16 V.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 

Z. It is proposed to amend 0 17.12(h) 
by adding the following, in alphabetical 
order under the family Asteraceae, to 
the List of Endangered and Threatened 
Plants: 

0 17.12 bAnget and thfe&ened 
planta 
l f  t  l l 

IhI’ * l 

Aster-~ familyz . . . . . . . 
C2W#WS&-(=- r**i Flmlda gddm sslar ..........X-,..-.. - . . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . USA (FIJ ....-.I....-.....-..... _.-.- I..........._ E . . ..-..... _ .-.... “... PM M 

C&M). . . . . . . . 

Dated: July 22.1985. 
Susan E Recce. 

Acting Assistant Secretary for Fish ond 
Wildlife and Pa&s. 

[FR Dot. 85-18471 Filed 8-2-85: 8:45 am] 
alLuNG COOE 4310-5!+u 
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