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50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Determination of
Threatened Status for Clrsium Pitcherl

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Servicedetermines
Cfrsiumpitch~ri(Pitcher’sthistle), tobe
a threatenedspeciesundertheauthority
containedin theEndangeredSpecies
Act (Act) of 1973,asamended.The
speciesoccurson the shoresof the
GreatLakesin Indiana,Michigan,and
Wisconsinin theU.S., andOntario
Canada.Development,loss, and
disturbanceof dunelandsby thepublic
arethe principalthreatsto the species.
This final rulewill implementthe
protectionprovidedby the Act for
Cirsiumpitcher!.
EFFECTiVE DATE: August17, 1988.
ADDRESSES: Thecompletefile for this
rule is availablefor inspection,by
appointment,during normal business
hoursat the Service’sRegionalOffice of
EndangeredSpecies,FederalBuilding,
FortSnelling.Twin Cities,Minnesota
55111.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
James M. Engel(seeADDRESSES section)
at 612/725—3276or FTS725—3276.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
Cirsiumpitched(Pitcher’sthistle)was

first discoveredby Z. Pitcherin the
1820’sandfirst describedby Eatonas
Cnicuspitcher!in the5theditionof his
manual(Eaton1829);the first useof the
currentbinomialwasby Torreyand
GrayCa. 1843.Cirsiumpitcheri,a
memberof thecompositeor sunflower
family, Asteraceae,possessesdensely-
white-woolyanddeeplydivided leaves

with longpetioles(Smith1966, Alverson
1981).Othergeneralcharacteristics
includecream-coloredoryellowish
flowersin headsbornesingly or few
togetheron numerousstembranchesup
to 30 inches(0.76meters)tall (Alverson
1981). Floweringoccursin Juneandmay
continueuntil mid-August;seed
dispersalbeginsin late July(Keddyand
Keddy1984).

Cirsiumpitcher!occursprimarily in
the dry sandof stabilized,well
developeddunesalongtheshorelinesof
theGreatLakes.It is alsofoundin dry
areasof loosesand(“sand blows” or
blowouts”) behindmain dunesin open

areasof olderdunesfrom higher
Pleistocenelake levels(Alverson1981).
Plantsareinfrequentlyfoundon the
lower, moistareasof thebeachwhich
aremore frequentlyinundatedand
disturbedby stormwave action
(Alverson1981).Apparently,Cirsium
pitchericantolerateinfrequent
disturbanceto its habitat(i.e., once
every 5—10 years)andit hasbeenknown
to colonizedisturbedareas.Periodic
disturbanceof this species’habitat
apparentlyhelpsmaintainanearlier
successionalstageof sparsely
vegetated,opendunes;colonie8of these
plantsappearto thrive on siteswith
theseecologicalconditions,The earlier-
to mid-successionalstagesitesarewell
drainedandsupportdry sandprairie-
like vegetationcommunities;sitesare
sunnyandopen(Nepstad1981).
However,coloniesof this plantdo not
toleratefrequent(i.e., monthlyto
annual)modificationor disturbanceto
theirhabitat(seediscussionbelow).

Thisplantappearsto haveoriginated
in the GreatPlainsareaandmigrated
eastto its presentrangethroughsuitable
sandyhabitatsas thelastice age
recededapproximately8,000yearsago
(MooreandFrankton1963). Cirsium
pitcher!is closely relatedto Cirsium
caniscens,a plantcharacteristicof the
westernU.S.sandhills flora (Ownsby
andHsi 1963).

Thegreatestpart of the species’range
isin Michiganwhereit is foundat about
100sitesin 25 countiesalongLakes
Huron, MichiganandSuperior(Sue
Crispin,Michigan NaturalHeritage

Program,pers.comm.1987).Although
theplant is still widespreadinMichigan,
it dependson dynamicduneprocesses
whichhavelargelydisappeared.In
Wisconsinthe speciescurrentlyexists
at eight sitesin threecountrieson the
LakeSuperiorshoreline(Alverson1981).
No knownhistoriccoloniesof Cirsium
pitcheri in Wisconsinhavebeen
extirpatedbut presentactivitieshave
reducedexistingcoloniesand threats
continue(Alverson1981). In Indiana,
Cirsiumpitcheri is known from seven
sitesalongLake Michigan(JohnBacone,
IndianaDivision of NaturePreserves,
pers.comm.1987).The speciesis
extirpatedin Illinois. It occursat 12 sites
In Ontario, whereit is found on the
sandyshoresof LakesHuron and
Superior(Keddy1987). This plant occurs
onpublic landsmanagedby theU.S.
NaturalParkService(NPS) (Indiana
DunesNationalLakeshorein Indiana
andSleepingBearDunesandPictured
RocksNationalLakeshorein Michigan),
theU.S.ForestService(FS)(Huron-
ManisteeNationalForest),on small(100
yardor91 meter)stretchof shorelineon
LakeMichiganin Wisconsin,that is
managedby the U.S.CoastGuard,and
on StrawberryIsland,which is
administeredby the Bureauof Land
Management(BLM). It also occurson
Stateownedlandsat siteswithin State
parksin Indian, Michigan,and
Wisconsin.

Cirsiumpitcher!reproducesonly
sexually,andrequires3—10 years
betweengerminationandflowering;
seedsaredispersedby a pappuswhich
actslike a parachutefor wind dispersal
(Keddy1987,Keddy andKeddy1984).
Most seedsaredispersedandsettle
downwind (inland) from parents,and
seedlingclustersappearto result from
seedsthataredispersedwithentire
headsratherthanseparateachenes
(KeddyandKeddy1984).Becauseof
theirweight, entireseedheadsarealso
morelikely to beburiedin thesandthan
areindividualseeds.KeddyandKeddy
(1984)suggestthat dispersalof entire
headsratherthanseparateachenesmay
bethemechanismwhich restricts
seedlingsestablishmentto a narrow
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bandof openbeachratherthanhaving
all seedsblow inland to shruband
foresthabitats.Thecombinationof
thesereproductivefactors,andother
life-history requirements,may restrict
theseplantsto clustersin narrowly-
definedmicrohabitatsalongshorelines
of theGreatLakes.Thesereproductive
limitationsmayalsoaffectthe selection
of conservationstrategiesthat might be
usedto protectthis species(see
discussionin FactorE of the Summary
of FactorsAffecting theSpecies”
section).

Federalgovernmentactionson this
speciesbeganon December15, 1980,
whenthe servicepublisheda revised
noticeof reviewfor nativeplants(45 FR
82480).Cirsiumpitcher!was includedin
thatnoticeasa category1 species.
CategoryI includesthosespeciesfor
whichthe Servicehassufficient
biologicaldatato proposetolist themas
endangeredor threatenedspecies.In
subsequentnoticespublishedon
November28, 1983 (48FR 53640),and
September27, 1985 (50FR 39526),
Cirsiumpitcher!remainedin CategoryI
wheredevelopmentandpublicationof
proposedrulesare anticipated,but
becauseof the largenumberof taxa,
actualpublicationcould takesometime.
The proposedruleof July 20, 1987 (52FR
27229),constitutedthe Service’smost
recentfindings.

Summaryof Commentsand
Recommendations

in theJuly 20, 1987, proposedrule (52
FR 27229)andassociatednotifications,
all interestedpartieswererequestedto
submitfactual reportsor information
thatmightcontributeto the development
of a final rule. AppropriateState
agencies,countygovernments,Federal
agencies,scientificorganizations,and
otherinterestedpartieswerecontacted
andrequestedto comment.Newspaper
noticesinviting pubiccommentwere
publishedin theBayCity Timeson
August6, 1987;AlpenaNews,
CheboyganDaily Tribune,Door County
Advocate,ManistiquePioneer-Tribune,
ManitowocHerald-Times-Reporter.
PetoskeyNews-Review,andthe Sault
Ste.ManeNewson August7. 1987; the
SheyboyganPresson August8, 1987: the
GaryPostTribune, Muskegon
Chronicle,KalamazooGazette,andthe
TraverseCity RecordEagleon August
10. 1987; theMunisingNewson August
12, 1987: andtheLudingtonDaily News
on August2(1. 1987.No public hearing
wasrequestedor held,

Elevencommentswerereceived.Of
these,five respondentsexpressed
supportfor theproposalandprovided
newstatusinformation,includingthe
WisconsinDepartmentof Natural

Resources,theNational Park Service
(NPS),IndianaDepartmentof Natural
Resources,a privateindividual, anda
universityprofessor.TheIndiana
Departmentof NaturalResourcesalso
providednewoccurrenceandownership
information.TheNPS advisedthat it
expectsto initiatemappingand
monitoringof C.pitchericoloniesat
Indiana-Dunes,SleepingBearDunes,
andPicturedRocksNational
Lakeshores.Six respondentsdid not
takea positionbutdid providenew
informationon severalpopulations.The
U.S. ForestService(FS)advisedus of an
occurrenceof Cirsium pitcheriwithin
theHuron-MarnateeNationalForest,
Two commentswerereceivedfrom the
Michigan Departmentof Transportation
(MDOT). Oneof theseexpressed
reservationsabouttheincreased
involvementMDOT will havethrough
theFederalHighwayAdministrationin
the section7 conaultathmprocessand
indicatedit wouldbedifficult forMDOT
to meetconstructionandroadside
maintenanceschedulesbecauseofthe
addedtimerequiredfor section7.
MDOT is alsoconcernedthat listing C.
pitcher!might affectits ability to
maintainnew safetystandardsalong
coastroads.MDOT alsoexpressed
concernaboutits addedresponsibilities
onceC.pitcher~islisted,while
adjoininglandownersarenotboundby
theAct andsometimesdestroyplants.
Therefore,MDOT supportsadded
protectionfor plantson privateLandand
furthersuggestscontinuedcooperation
andearlyconsultationundersection7
with theFederalHighway
Administration.SinceMDOT is
currentlycomplyingwith theMichigan
Departmentof NaturalResources
requirementsfor endangeredand
threatenedspeciespei:mits,theService
will endeavorto integratetheseState
requirementsandactionsinto section7
activities soasnot tocauseunnecessary
delayoraddedwork forMDOT. MDOT
expresseda desireto cooperatewith the
Service,but admitsit haslimited control
oversomeuseson theright-of-way.
Becauseof therestrictivenatureof seed
dispersalfor C.pitcher!, andthenarrow
habitatrequirements.thenumberof
instancesin whichC.pitcher!may be
affectedby MDOT actionsmaynotbe
of the magnitudeexpected.MDQT also
requestedrepresentationon the
recoveryteamfor C. pitcher!.The
Servicewill considerthe expertiseof
MDOT staffwhenformulatinga
recoveryplanfor this species.Theother
commentfromMDOT provided
additionalstatusinformationand
recommendedtheServicefocuson

peoplemanagemeetandhibitat
protectionin therecoveryof C pitcher!.

Summaryof Factors Affecting the
Species

Section4(a)(1)of theEndangered
SpeciesAct (18 U.S.C.1531et seq.)and
regulations(50CFRPart424)
promulgatedto implementthe listing
provisionsof the Act set-forththe
proceduresfor addingspeciesto the
Federallists.A speciesmaybe
determinedto beanendangeredor
threatenedspeciesdueto oneor moreof
the five factorsdescribedin section
4(a)(1).Thesefactorsandtheir
applicationsto Cirsiumpitcher!(Eaton)
TorreyandGrayare asfollows:

A. Thepresentor threatened
destrtzctioir.mothficcxtion,orcurtailment
ofits habitator range.The development
of beacheshasandwill continueto
reducethe rangeof Cirsiumpitcher!, In
Michigan,approximately5—10 percentof
this species’ suitablehabitathasbeen
lost due to constructionof roads~
houses,andotherfacilities (Sue
Crisman,pers.comm. 1987),Although
therehasbeenlittle documentedloss of
Cirsiumpitcheri from sitesthroughout
this plant’s range,many colonieshave
beenreducedin size (Alverson1981).
The reductionof colonysize may
severelyhamperthe ability of the
speciesto recolonizesitesthat are
disturbednaturally (i.e.,highwater)(see
discussionin FactorB of thissection).

Historicalrecordsindicatethat the
plantoccurredontheshoresof Lake
Michiganin Illinois (Paulsonand
Schwegman1976].but recentsurveys
havefailedto relocateanycoloniesin
theState.Thereareno datatoindicate
how thesecoloniesmigjit havebeen
lost.

As indicatedin the“Background”
section,the speciescanwithstand
periodicdisturbanceto its habitat,and
maycolonizesiteswheredistrubance
createsanearliersuccessionalstage
(i.e., opengrassdune).However,
frequentdisturbanceandtrampling
destabilizedunesresultingin reduction
or lossof Cirsiwnpitcher!colonies.In
addition, roadandhousingconstruction
result in thepermanentlossof dune
habitat.In someareasduneshavebeen
bulldozedtoreducetopographicrelief in
orderto providea betterviewof the
lake forcottageresidents(Alverson
1981).Someprivatelandownershave
attemptedto eradicatethespecies
becausetheybelievedit wasa weed
(Alverson1981).As farasis known,all
attemptederadicationshavebeenby
mechanicalmeans~there areno reports
of chemicalapplications.Thesetypesof
disturbanceandhabitatdestruction
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appearto becritical atseveralsitesin
Wisconsin(Ron Nicotera,Wisconsin
Departmentof NaturalResources,
personalcommunications1987).There
aresiteswithin the rangeof Cirsium
pitcher!thatappeartobe suitable
habitat,but thereareno individual
plantsor colonieson thesesites
(Nepstad1981).Whetherthis is dueto
humandisturbance,ecological
limitations,orenvironmentalfactorsis
unknown.

As previouslymentioned,this plant
occurson variouspublic lands,including
threeNationalLakeshores,a small
stretchof shorelinemanagedby theU.S.
CoastGuard,a NationalForest,a small
islandadministeredby the BLM, several
Stateparks,andwithin Statehighway
rights-of-way.Althoughthe
maintenanceof qualityshorelinehabitat
is anobjectiveof agenciesthatmanage
theselands,hikers,campers,swimmers,
andothersusingbeachareas
unknowinglydisturbor trampleCirsium
pitcher!. Again, theseactivitiesappear
to bedetrimentalonly whenthey occur
frequently(i.e., monthlyto yearly)over
a periodof years.It appearsthat the
mostseriousthreatto this plant is the
useof off-roadvehicles(EdwardG.
Voss,Universityof Michigan,pers.
comm.1987).A recentstudyin
Wisconsinrevealsthat theplant’s
habitatcontinuesto belost dueto public
useof sandduneareas(Nicotera,per’s.
comm.1987).

TheIndianaDunes,SleepingBear
Dunes,andPicturedRocks National
Lakeshoresaremanagedby theNPS,
andmanagementplanefor thesesites
containprovisionsforprotecting
coloniesoftheseplants.No other
currentor plannedprojectsappearto
threatentheexistenceof this planton
theseNationalLakeshores.The NPS is
currentlyevaluatinga requestfor road
accessthroughtheIndianaDunes
NationalLakeshoreto a proposed
marinaon privateland.However,
neithertheroadnor proposedmarina
sitehasanyknowncoloniesof Cirsiuin
pitcher!althoughsomecoloniesoccurin
thegeneralarea.Prior to the publication
of theproposedrule for Cirsium
pitcher!, (52 FR 27229),theU.S.
Departmentof Army. Corpsof Engineers
(COE), revieweda light-draftvessel
harborprojecton theshorelineof Lake
Michiganandconcludedthat theproject
would destroysomeof the Cirsium
pitcheri plantsat thesite.However,the
projectis not funded.TheCOE has.
discussedthis with the Service.Once
this rule is effective,theCOE will
initiateconsultationwith theService
undersection7(a)(2)of theAct, to
insurethat this activity isnot likely to

jeopardizethecontinuedexistenceof C.
pitcher!. As mentionedIn the“Summary
of CommentsandRecommendations”
section,theMichiganDepartmentof
Transportationanticipatesthatseveral
roadmaintenanceprojectsmayaffect
this plant, andit will be involvedwith
the FederalHighwayAdministration
consultationprocessundersection7 of
the Act. It hasbeentheexperienceof
the Servicethat themajorityof section7
consultationsareresolvedso thatthe
speciesis protectedandtheprojectcan
continue.

The CoastGuardoperatesa
lighthouseona 100 yard (91 meter)
stretchof shorelinethatcontainsa
colonyof Cirsiumpitcher!. Thatagency
neithercurrentlyconductsnor plan,to
conductanyactivities thatwould
threatenCirsiumpitcher]on this stretch
of shoreline.It isanticipatedthat the
BLM administeredislandwill eventually
be transferredto theStateof Michigan:
thereareno plansfor anytype of
developmenton theisland.

B. Overutilizationfor commercial,
recreational,scientificoreducational
purposes.Not applicable.

C. Diseaseorpredation.Whiteet. a!.
(1983)reportthat totalseedproduction
of Cirsiumpitcher!in Pukaskwa
NationalPark.Ontario, is reducedby
larvaeof aplanemoth(Platyptiiia
cardvfrkzctyla),which feed on immature
seeds,andNepstad(1981)statesthat
juvenile plantsare lostdueto herbivory
by rabbits.It is notknown if theseforms
of predationarea threatto Cirsium
pitcher]. Loveless(1984) documents
predationby severaltypesof mothsas
well asgoldfinches.

D. Theinadequacyofexisting
regulatorymechanisms.Over one-half
of the knownCirsiumpitcher!
populationsoccuron privatelandsand
areofferedno protection.Overone-
fourth of thesitesare on Federallands;
the remainderarefoundon various
Statelands.Cirsiumpitcher! is listedas
threatenedby Indiana,Michigan,and
Wisconsin,andrare inOntario.
However,Statelisting doesnotprotect
this plant’shabitat,andhabitat
modificationappearsto be theprincipal
reasonfor theplant’sdecline.Indiana’s
NaturePreservesAct protects
endangeredandthreatenedplants
within NaturePreserves;endangered
and threatenedplantsfoundwithin
Indiana’sStateparkscannotbe
removedwithouta permit.Michiganlaw
prohibitstaking,possession,sale,
purchase.and transportof plantspecies
on theFederalandStateendangered
andthreatenedlists. Wisconsin
regulationsprohibitanypersonfrom
removingor transportingany

endangeredor threatenedwild plant
from itsnativehabitaton public
property,or from propertyheor she
doesnotown orcontrol,exceptin the
courseof forestryor agricultural
practices,or in the constructionor
maintenanceof a utility facility. The
prohibitionsin theEndangeredSpecies
Act will provideadditionalprotection.

E. Othernatural ormanmadefactors
affectingits continuedexistence.As
previouslymentioned,this plantappears
to havereproductivecharacteristicsthat
limit its establishmentto clusterswithin
narrow ecologicalconditionsinopen
dunesalonglakeshores.Becauseof its
limited ability to disperseseedsand
establishseedlings,this plantmay
requirerelativelylargecoloniesto
colonizeeffectivelyandrecolonize
naturallyandartificially disturhedsites,
Reductionof colonysizedueto frequent.
human-induceddisturbancemay
decreasetheability of thisplani to
recolonizesitesthataredisturbedby
naturalphenomenasuchashighwater.
Forexample,100 aores (42 hectares)of
habitatwasrecentlylost in Wisconsin
dueto highwater(JuneDobberpuhl.
WisconsinDepartmentofNatural
Resources,pen.comm.1987).The
probabilityof successfulrecolonization
of this site afterthe waterrecedesis
greaterif thecolonysizeis largeprior to
inundation;however,smallcoloniesare
less likely to survive.Large coloniesare
especiallyimportantin areaswherethe
plantsarewidely dispersedsincethis
plantdoesnot disperseseedoverlarge
distances.In additiontoa lowered
ability to survivecatastrophicevents,
thefitnessof smallercoloniesis also
moirelikely to beloweredby pr’edaters.
Therefore,conservationstrategiesfor
this plantshouldincludeestablishment
andmaintenanceof largeclustersrather
thannumeroussmallcoloniesspread
outovertheentirerangeof thespecies.

TheServicehascarefullyassessedthe
bestscientificandcommercial
informationavailableregardingthepast.
present.andfuturethreatsfacedby the
speciesin determiningtomakethis final
rule. Basedupon thisevaluation,the
preferredactionis to list Cirsium
pitcher!asthreatenedasopposedto
endangeredbecausethespeciesis not in
immediatedangerof extinction,but
doeshavea restrictedrangeandis
confrontedby a varietyof problems.
Critical habitat Is notbeingdesignated
for reasonsdiscussedin the following
section.

Critli~lHabitat

Section4(a)(3)of the Act, asamended,
requiresthat to themaximumextent
prudentanddeterminable,the Secretary
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designatecritical habitatat thetime the
speciesis determinedto beendangered
or threatened.TheServicefinds that
designationof critical habitat is not
prudentfor Cirsiumpitcher!at this time.
Publishinga detaileddescriptionand
map of this species’habitatmight make
this speciesmore vulnerableto
vandalism(seefactor“D” in the
“Summaryof FactorsAffecting the
Species”),No benefitwould be derived
from designatingcritical habitatandso
it would notbe prudentorbeneficialto
determinecritical habitat for Cirs!um
pitcher! at this time.
Available Conservation Measures

Conservationmeasuresprovidedto
specieslistedasendangeredor
threatenedunderthe Endangered
SpeciesAct includerecognition,
recoveryactions,requirementsfor
Federalprotection,andprohibitions
againstcertainpractices.Recognition
throughlisting encouragesand resultsin
conservationactionsby Federal,State,
andprivateagencies,groups,and
individuals.The EndangeredSpecies
Act providesfor possibleland
acquisitionandcooperationwith the
Statesand requiresthat recovery
actionsbe carriedout for listedspecies.
Suchactionsareinitiatedby theService
following the listing. Somemaybe
undertakenprior to listing,
circumstancespermitting.Potential
habitatmanagementactionsthat might
benefitCirsiumpitcher!include:
Increasingprotectionof shorelines
within NationalLakeshores,educating
the public to theharmfulaffectsof
offroad vehicles,establishinglarge
coloniesof plantsin areaswithsuitable
habitat,and reducingfrequent
disturbanceto the pIant~shabitat
throughoutits range.Theprotection
requiredof Federalagenciesandthe
prohibitionsagainsttaking are
discussed,inpart,below.

Section7(a) of the Act, as amended,
requiresFederalagenciesto evaluate
their actionswith respectto anyspecies
that is proposedor listed asendangered
or threatenedandwith respectto its
critical habitat,if any isbeing
designated.Regulationsimplementing
this interagencycooperationprovision
of theAct arecodifiedat 50 CFR Part
402. Section7(a)(2)requiresFederal
agenciesto ensurethat activities they
authorize,fund, orcarryout arenot
likely tojeopardizethecontinued
existenceof a listedspeciesor to
destroyoradverselymodify its critical
habitat.if a Federalactionis likely to
affecta listedspecies,the responsible
Federalagencymustenterinto formal
consultationwith theService.Cirsium
pitcher!is known to occurwithin the

IndianaDunes.SleepingBearDunes,
andPicturedRocks National
Lakeshores,on a 100yard(91 meter)
stretchof Lake Michiganshorelinethat
is managedby theU.S. CoastGuard,
andin theNordhouseDunesAreaof the
Huron-ManisteeNationalForest.
Habitatmanagementstrategies
currentlyemployedon the National
Lakeshoresshouldeventuallyhelp
improve theconditionsof colonieson
thesesites.No Federalactivities or
projectsarecurrently proposedon the
National Lakeshoresthat would
jeopardizethis plant.As mentioned
previouslyin this rule, theNPS is
evaluatinga requestfor roadaccess
throughthe IndianaDunesNational
Lakeshoreto a proposedmarina.
However,neithertheuseof the road,
nor the constructionof theproposed
marinais expectedto affectexisting
coloniesof Cirsiumpitcher!. Also, the
aforementionedactivitiesof the
Michigan Departmentof Transportation,
authorizedin part,by theFederal
HighwayAdministrationmayaffectC.
pitcher!. No currentorplannedactivities
of the U.S. CoastGuard,theU.S.Forest
Service,or theBLM areexpectedto
jeopardizeany coloniesof this plant.

TheAct andits implementing
regulationsfoundat 50 CFR 17.71 and
17.72 setforth a seriesof generaltrade
prohibitionsandexceptionsthat apply
to all threatenedplantspecies.With
respectto Cirsiumpitcheri, all trade
prohibitionsof section9(a)(2)of the Act,
implementedby 50 CFR 17.71 apply.
Theseprohibitions,in part,makeit
illegal for anypersonsubjectto the
jurisdiction of the UnitedStatesto
import orexporta threatenedplant,
transportit in interstateor foreign
commercein the courseof a commercial
activity, or sell oroffer for salethis
speciesin interstateor foreign
commerce,or removeit from areas
underFederaljurisdiction andreduceit
to possession.Seedsfrom cultivated
specimensof threatenedplantspecies
areexemptfrom theseprohibitions
providedthata statementof “cultivated
origin” appearson their containers.
Certainexceptionscanapply to agents
of the ServiceandStateconservation
agencies.The Act and 50 CFR17.72 also
providefor the issuanceof permitsto
carryoutotherwiseprohibitedactivities
involving threatenedspeciesunder
certaincircumstances.It is anticipated
thatfew tradepermitswould everbe
soughtor issuedforCirsiumpitcher!
sincethespeciesis notcommonin
cultivationor in thewild. Requestsfor
copiesof the regulationson plantsand
inquiriesregardingthemmaybe
addressedto theOffice of Management

Authority, U.S.FishandWildlife
Service,P.O. Box27329,Central Station,
Washington,DC 20038—7329(703/343—
4955).

National EnvironmentalPolicy Act

TheFishandWildlife Servicehas
determinedthat anEnvironmental
Assessment,asdefinedby theNational
EnvironmentalPolicy Act of 1969, need
notbepreparedin connectionwith
regulationsadoptedpursuantto section
4(a) of theEndangeredSpeciesAct of
1973, asamended.A noticeoutlining the
Service’sreasonsfor this determination
waspublishedin the FederalRegisteron
October25,1983 (48FR 49244).
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RegulationPromulgation Authority: Pub. L 93—205, 87 Stat.884; Pub,
L. 94—359.90Stat.911; Pub.L. 95—632,92Stat.

Accordingly,Part17, SubchapterB of 3751; Pub.L. 96—159, 93 Stat.1225; Pub.L. 97—
chapter1, Title 50 of the Codeof Federal 304. 96 Stat.1411 (16U.S.C.1531 etseq.); Pub.
Regulations,is amended,assetforth L. 99-625,100Stat. 3500(1986), unless
below: otherwisenoted.

family Asteraceae,tothe List of
EndangeredandThreatenedPlants:

§ 17.12 Endangeredandthreatened
plants.
* * . *

PART 17—[AMENDED] 2. Amend § 17.12(h)by addingthe
1.The authoritycitation for Part17 following, in alphabeticorderunderthe

(h) *

continuesto readasfollows:

Species
Historic range

Scientific name Commonname
Critical SpecialStatus When listed habitat rules

Asteraceae—Sunttower tamiIy~
()rsiumpitche,i Pitcher’s thistle U.S.A. (IL, IN, MI, WI) Canada 1 315 NA NA

. . *

DatethJune24. 1988.
SusanRecce,
ActingAssistantSecretaryfor Fishand
WildlifeandParks.
[FR Doe. 88—16061Filed7—15-88~&45 am)
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