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Military service members and
civilians attended a ceremony for
the victims of the West Loch disas-
ter during a special boat visit to the
site of the event May 20 and at the
National Memorial Cemetery of the
Pacific (Punchbowl) on May 21.

The West Loch disaster was pre-
viously classified top secret as an
American World War II maritime
accident and now with this year
marking the 70th anniversary of
the event, it is only the fifth time an
official remembrance ceremony has
been held.

“West Loch is an event that hap-
pened 70 years ago, and it was clas-
sified until 1962 and so not a lot of
people know about it,” said Jim
Neuman, Navy Region Hawaii his-
torian.

“Even today, not a lot of people
know about it because it happened
during the war. We’re just trying to
use this opportunity to let people
know about what happened here
and, hopefully, educate people a lit-
tle bit more.”

One of the survivors of the disas-
ter was able to attend this year’s
ceremony.

“We also have with us survivor
Jack Sampson,” said Neuman. “We
wanted to make sure that he had an
opportunity to come out here. This

is our chance to honor him.”
Sampson was assigned to LST

222 (landing ships, tank) and was
aboard the ship during the time of
the disaster. He was a Pharmacist’s
Mate assigned to the 4th Marine
Division.

On May 21, 1944, 34 ships were
gathered in Pearl Harbor’s West
Loch to load ammunition and sup-
plies in preparation for the invasion
of Saipan. The LSTs, or ships

designed to land battle-ready
tanks, were close together along six
berths. At 3:08 p.m., an explosion
occurred aboard LST 353. A chain
reaction of massive explosions fol-
lowed that left six LSTs sunk and
several more severely damaged. In
all, at least 163 men were killed
and 396 wounded.

Sailors, Marines and Soldiers
were preparing the vessels for the
upcoming operation. Nearly one-

third of the casualties came from
the Army’s segregated African
American 29th Chemical Decon-
tamination Company.

Because of the tragedy at West
Loch, the mission was delayed —
but by only one day. In fact, the
Northern Attack Force LSTs were
able to make up that one day en
route to the western Pacific. The
invasion of Saipan was a major vic-
tory for U.S. amphibious forces, fur-

ther constraining the enemy and
taking America closer to victory in
the war.

The West Loch Disaster was
Pearl Harbor’s second greatest dis-
aster in terms of casualties. The
exact cause was never determined.

“It’s up to each generation to
remember the history of its country
and its people and in particularly
here, our military,” said Hawaii
State Sen. Will Espero. “All of the
sacrifices and commitment and
dedication that our Soldiers and
servicemen had not only in World
War II but all the years that we
have been able to remember.

“May we continue to remember
these Soldiers and these moments
in our history so that future gener-
ations will never forget. We will
always remember the courageous
Soldiers—men and women—who
died for our country and to have
the freedoms that we have today,”
he said.

An official ceremony with mili-
tary honors to remember the West
Loch disaster was also held May 21
at the National Memorial Ceme-
tery of the Pacific (Punchbowl). The
event featured Gen. Vincent
Brooks, commander of U.S. Army
Pacific, as the keynote speaker dur-
ing the one-hour service.
Participants conducted an ances-
tral libation pouring ceremony as
well as a wreath laying, rifle salute
and the playing of Taps.

The Punchbowl commemoration
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In an effort to keep 15th Wing
members informed and trained on
sexual assault prevention and
response (SAPR), Airmen and civil-
ians participated in a SAPR down
day on May 15.

The SAPR down day is part of a
broader effort led by Air Force
leadership to ensure everyone
receives in-depth training on ways
to prevent sexual assault and iden-
tify offenders.

The training day kicked off with
a commander’s call hosted by Col.
Johnny Roscoe, 15th Wing com-
mander.

Roscoe emphasized the impor-
tance of the day’s training and
shared ways in which everyone can
prevent sexual assault.

“We need to, and must, act pro-
fessionally on and off duty, and we
need to make sure we create a cli-
mate of respect and dignity,”
Roscoe said.

In a powerful moment during

the commander’s call, Roscoe
spoke directly to sexual assault vic-
tims in the audience.

“I want to apologize to every sin-
gle one of you,” Roscoe said. “I can’t
imagine what you went through,

what you experienced, or what you
will go through. Your courage is
inspiring to all of us.”

Following the commander’s call,
attendees gathered within their
units for small-group training and
team-building exercises that high-
lighted ways to identify and deter
sexual assault offenders. “I think
the day went very well, “ said
Machelle Terrell, 15th Wing sexu-
al assault resp-onse coordinator.

“Wing leadership did a great job
emphasizing the importance of
this training. Efforts to prevent
sexual assault starts with leader-
ship, so we’re on the right track
here.”

Terrell was a key organizer of
the down day. She helped provide
training for hundreds of SAPR
training facilitators who led the
day’s unit events.

“The small group exercises were
an effective training tool because it
allowed people of all backgrounds

and perspectives to share their
thoughts on ways to deal with sex-
ual assault,” Terrell said.

“This training was slightly dif-
ferent than training in the past
because it put an emphasis on
dealing with the sexual assault
offenders instead of just concen-
trating on ways to not be a sexual
assault victim. We’ve received pos-
itive feedback so far from the par-
ticipants,” she said.

There are several reso-urces
available for people seeking infor-
mation on sexual assault-related
topics. If you are a victim in need
of immediate help, call 449-7272,
which is a 24-hour hotline. For
general SAPR information, call
448-3192/3193.

There is a Safety Awareness
Resource Change (SARC) reso-
urce page link available at
http://www.15wing.af.mil. Also,
the SARC office is located in build-
ing 1113 for walk-in assistance.

15th Wing hosts SAPR down day to combat sexual assault

Col. Johnny Roscoe, 15th Wing commander, hosts a commander’s call
to kick off the 15th Wing Sexual Assault Response and Prevention down
day May 15 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.
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Military members as-
signed to Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH)
security forces, Department
of Defense civilians and
members of the Honolulu
Police Department con-
ducted an active-shooter
drill at the Pearl Harbor
Navy Exchange (NEX) on
May 20 prior to the store’s
regular working hours.

The drill was designed to
provide real-world practice
and to establish a timely re-
sponse to an emergency in
addition to testing of proper
evacuation procedures,
medical assistance and ap-
prehension of suspects.
Evaluating communications
between the multiple agen-
cies participating was also a
crucial component.

“Today we conducted a
joint exercise on an active

shooter,” said Lt. Cmdr.
Matthew Clark, deputy se-
curity officer for JBPHH.

“It is a great training op-
portunity for the Honolulu
Police Department, Navy
security forces, Naval Crim-
inal Investigative Services
as well as the loss preven-
tion and medical personnel,

our partners at the fire de-
partment and K-9 unit. It is
a great exercise to bring ev-
eryone together and work
with each other,” Clark said.

The military and civilian
participants gathered out-
side the NEX before sunrise
in preparations for the drill.
A number of service mem-

bers in civilian attire simu-
lated potential victims of an
active shooter while acting
as customers in the store. In
addition, makeup and props
were used to simulate
weapons, gunshot wounds
and other injuries. This
helped to graphically repre-
sent victims in need of medi-

cal assistance and to moni-
tor the team’s response and
performance.

“We are evaluating first
responders on their ability
to successfully move victims
from the point of injury to
the hand-off point where
other first responders and
medics are,” said Air Force

Staff Sgt. Adam Hershey
with the 15th Medical
Group.

“Because of the threat
level within the facility [dur-
ing an active shooter event],
the medics won’t be able to
go to the victims, so the po-
lice force will have to either
secure the scene quickly or
provide escort of the patient
out of that threat level.”

“They have to use both:
the tactical movements of
the security forces and
knowledge of basic first aid
in order to increase victims’
chances of survival,” Her-
shey added.

Once the training evolu-
tion began and the simu-
lated active shooter entered
the building, it took approxi-
mately two minutes for re-
sponse teams to arrive in
response to the emergency
call and begin their work.
They began sweeping the
building and securing the
area, evacuating unharmed
customers, locating victims

Military security forces, HPD hold joint active-shooter drill

Military security forces assigned to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH) and Honolulu Police Department conduct an
active-shooter drill at the Pearl Harbor Navy Exchange prior to normal store hours. (See additional photo on page A-5.)

See DRILL, A-4
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West Loch ceremony remembers disaster victims

Jack Sampson, survivor of the West Loch Disaster (left) shakes hands with Cmdr. Timothy Wilke, commanding
officer of Afloat Training Group Middle Pacific, during the 70th Anniversary Remembrance Ceremony at Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.

See WEST LOCH, A-4
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Vice Adm. Tom Copeman, com-
mander of Naval Surface Force
U.S. Pacific Fleet, visited Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam
(JBPHH) during a tour May 14.

Copeman conducted an all-
hands call in addition to visiting
the guided-missile cruiser USS
Chosin (CG 65) and guided-missile
destroyer USS Chung-Hoon (DDG
93).

His visit comes in the wake of
Chosin and Chung-Hoon being
awarded the Battle “E” Efficiency
award, which were presented in
March 2014.

The visit gave Copeman an op-
portunity to talk with Sailors and
address any concerns or issues they
may have.

“It’s always significant when you
have a three-star admiral, our boss,
coming aboard to address the

crew,” said Cmdr. Troy Fendrick,
executive officer of USS Chosin.

“It lets the crew know that our
chain of command is engaged and
that we do care about what it is we

do and our future. I think it is criti-
cal that he does come aboard to
identify any issues and concerns
that the crew has.”

Copeman’s main focus was train-

ing efficiency when he spoke with
the crew of Chosin on the flight
deck of the ship.

“I think the chiefs are the center
of gravity in leadership, training
and education,” said Copeman. “At
the end of the day, we can have the
fanciest gear in the whole wide
world and the most advanced
weapon systems, but if the people
that we have on these ships don’t
know how to operate it and main-
tain it, all is lost and we’ve wasted
all our money.”

The ship’s hard work and dedica-
tion to proper training played a ma-
jor role in its receiving the Battle
“E” award.

“Being awarded the Bloodhound
and Battle ‘E’ is recognition of
Chung-Hoon’s ability to live up to
the CNOs three tenets by focusing
on warfighting first, operating for-
ward and being ready,” said Cmdr.
Ryan Collins, commanding officer
of Chung-Hoon.

“Having Vice Adm. Copeman
recognize that was extremely im-
portant to keep the crew focused on

those tenets as we conduct signifi-
cant maintenance on the ship dur-
ing a drydock period,” he said.

Lt. Cmdr. Tom Ogden, executive
officer of Chung-Hoon, added,
“Chung-Hoon has a pride in owner-
ship that is unmatched, and having
the results of hard work recognized
by senior Navy leaders validates
our ship's readiness to respond to
all tasking, from deployed opera-
tions to training and maintenance.”

The Battle “E” can be presented
to ships, submarines, aviation and
other units, and is given only to
those that achieve the highest stan-
dards of battle readiness.

To win the Battle “E,” a ship
must excel and earn excellence
awards in maritime warfare, engi-
neering/survivability, command,
control, communications and infor-
mation warfare, logistics manage-
ment and ship safety.

“When the crew heard they were
a Battle ‘E’ winner, the morale
went up,” said Fendrick. “Looking
back at all the hard work they did,
it just paid off. It was huge.”

Vice Adm. Copeman hosts all-hands at Pearl Harbor

15th Wing vice commander flies final flight

(Above) Col. Terry Scott, 15th Wing vice commander, greets friends, fam-
ily and coworkers after his “fini-flight” at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.

(Right) Col. Terry Scott, 15th Wing vice commander, is hosed down after
his “fini-flight.”

U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Alexander Martinez

An F-22 Raptor piloted by Col. Terry Scott,
15th Wing vice commander, takes off for
his “fini-flight,” a ceremonial final flight
for Air Force pilots at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam. Scott is retiring after 33
years of enlisted and commissioned ser-
vice.

Vice Adm. Tom Copeman, commander, Naval Surface Force, U.S. Pacific
Fleet, speaks to the crew of the guided-missile cruiser USS Chosin (CG
65) during an all-hands call and Battle “E” Efficiency award presentation
on the ship’s flight deck during his visit to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam.
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As part of Forest City’s
11th annual community day,
more than 160 employees
from Forest City Residential
Management spent May 9
volunteering on Ford Island.

Volunteers cleaned, pain-
ted, sorted, landscaped, and
removed rust and debris
from historical sites such as
the Battleship Missouri
Memorial, the Pacific Avia-
tion Museum, the USS Utah
Memorial and the USS Okla-
homa Memorial.

Capt. Jeffrey James, com-
mander of Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam, kicked off
the event. He greeted the

Forest City workers,
thanked them for volunteer-
ing, and talked about the im-
portance of recognizing the
sacrifices made by service
members and their families.

“The superb service you—
the Forest City Team—pro-
vide our service members
and their families is first rate
and is as much of a mission
enabler as anything. When
service members deploy,
they do so knowing that their
families are going to be well
taken care of, thus enabling
them to focus on the mission
at hand and not worry about
a leaky roof from afar,”
James said.

“I know this firsthand ,
having been a very happy
and satisfied Forest City
resident for nearly eight

years,” he said.
Forest City’s annual com-

munity day is a day in which

Forest City donates thou-
sands of employee hours
as a way of giving back to

local communities.
“Besides providing quality

homes, at Forest City we try
to give back to those who
have made sacrifices,” said
Marc Sibal, Forest City qual-
ity assurance manager.

In previous years, Forest
City volunteers have worked
at schools or at National
Memorial Cemetery of the
Pacific (Punchbowl). For
2014, it was decided to do
something at JBPHH.

“This year we decided to
keep it closer to home and to
those who have served and
continue to serve,” said Judy
Durand, executive adminis-
trative assistant, Forest
City.

“We reached out to the
Battleship Missouri Memo-
rial, the Pacific Aviation Mu-

seum and the [national]
parks service to see if there
was anything we could do for
them.”

Up to four hours were al-
lotted to complete the work,
but the volunteer teams
managed to finish in less
than two hours and do addi-
tional tasks as well.

“With a can-do attitude,
we completed all the re-
quested work and more,”
said Durand. “It was a huge
success.”

Forest City manages
6,788 housing units in 36
neighborhoods on Oahu and
Kauai through a long-term
public private venture (PPV)
partnership between Forest
City Military Communities
and the Department of the
Navy.

Forest City employees volunteer at Ford Island sites

Forest City employees clean helicopters at the Pacific
Aviation Museum.
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This Memorial Day
weekend is a time to give
solemn reflection about ser-
vice, sacrifice and devotion
to country.

Memorial Day began in
order to honor the fallen af-
ter the Civil War. Today
commemorations reach
back in remembrance also
for those who were killed in
the Revolutionary War and
other early conflicts in our
history.

From our nation’s very
beginning, men and wom-

en have been willing to
fight and die for the ideals
on which our nation was
built. They have served in
regional conflicts during
the Cold War and in two
world wars.

This year’s Memorial
Day comes less than two
weeks before the 70th an-
niversary of D-Day and the
72nd anniversary of the
Battle of Midway — two big
turning points in World
War II.

Of course, here in
Hawaii—especially here in
Pearl Harbor—we are re-
minded daily of the bravery
and commitment of Sailors,
Marines, Soldiers and Air-
men who deployed from
here and fought across the Pacific to victory in that

war.
At the same time, we

must not lose sight of the
other wars and conflicts in
which our veterans paid
the ultimate sacrifice.

Service members have
deployed from, or via,
Hawaii to Korea, Vietnam,
Iraq and Afghanistan in
past decades. When I meet
survivors of those con-
flicts—along with the “liv-
ing monuments” of WWII
—on the joint base, at Pa-
cific Missile Range Facility
or out in town, it is a privi-

lege to thank them in per-
son. Many of their ship-
mates and friends did not
make it back from war.

Today, our nation is de-
fended and kept strong be-
cause of our dedicated and
resilient all-volunteer
force. Our troops have
been at war since 9/11. The
all-volunteer forces who
fought in Iraq and who are
fighting in Afghanistan are
combating terrorism in
what is arguably an endur-
ing fight and persistent
threat.

The fact is, while we
have fought terrorism, our
military has also deterred
and prevented other con-
flicts from threatening our
national interests. Main-
taining stability is a key
mission that we cannot
overlook or take for
granted. That is why the
CNO set Navy imperatives
for “warfighting first,” “op-
erating forward” and “be
ready.”

“You can’t surge trust”
to assure our partners and
deter would-be adver-
saries. Our Navy has to be
postured at the potential
source of trouble. Our se-
curity is our nation’s lead-
ing export and sought out
from our friends and allies.

When our Sailors deploy
forward, stand the watch,
or train to be ready—
through their actions—
they are honoring fallen
veterans who have come
before them.

Each May, Americans
express their deep appreci-
ation for the service, sacri-
fice and devotion of
military service members
and their families. During
Military Appreciation
Month here in Hawaii, we
receive gratitude from the
state, counties, cities and
towns where we serve.

We are thankful for the
strong support our service
members and their fami-
lies receive from the
Chamber of Commerce and
Navy League. These orga-
nizations, and the people
of Hawaii, help us stay the
course and operate forward
knowing that our families
are in good hands back
home.

The people of Hawaii
genuinely understand and
appreciate why we are
here—how we protect the
homeland and preserve
freedom of the seas.

This Memorial Day
weekend in Hawaii offers
opportunities to visit
gravesites or other memo-

rials. There are a number
of ceremonies at the Na-
tional Memorial Cemetery
of the Pacific (Punchbowl),
the Kauai Veteran’s Ceme-
tery, Hawaii State Vet-
eran’s Cemetery, USS
Utah Memorial, USS Ari-
zona Memorial, USS
Parche Submarine Memo-
rial Park, Ford Island, War
I Memorial Natatorium,
Pearl Harbor Visitor Cen-
ter, and the Pearl Harbor
Memorial Fountain here at
building 150.

This weekend, let’s
think about the gift our
fallen service members
have given us over the
decades and centuries.
Let’s consider one way to
honor them—through a liv-
ing memorial—a commit-
ment to keep ourselves and
our shipmates safe on and
off duty.

Please do your part to
make this a safe, healthy
and happy summer for
you, your family and your
friends.

It is because of our vet-
erans that we have the
freedoms we enjoy today.
Let’s use their gift of free-
dom wisely and safely this
weekend, this summer,
and always—in their mem-
ory.

MMMM22  KKyyllee  MMccCCaarrtthhyy
USS Asheville (SSN 758)

“Taking off my training wheels for the
first time.”

CCTTRRSSNN  IImmaannii  DDaavviiss
NIOC Hawaii

“Riding around the neighborhood, most-
ly by the beach, no hands, acting like a
little kid.”

LLtt..  SSaamm  FFlleemmiinngg
NIOC Hawaii

“It would be just riding along the
ocean.”

SSttaaffff  SSggtt..  JJoorrddoonn  CCoonnnn
647th Civil Engineers Squadron

“Riding my bike at an old car garage
that had multiple driveways with big
inclines. We would like to gain speed
down the hill and then burn out into a
180 degrees turn on my GI Joe tricycle.
It was a fond memory because it was time spent with
my brother and father.”

SSttaaffff  SSggtt..  VVeerroonniiccaa  TTaannnneerryy
15th Maintenance Squadron

“My favorite memory is the first time I
rode a bicycle without training wheels. I
remember feeling like a big kid and
free.”

CCTTTT22  RRyyaann  TTooppeenniioo
NIOC Hawaii

“Falling off the curb and crashing into
the bushes, only because I knew that
was the biggest mistake to make and
not to do it again.”

GGeeoorrggee  HHaarrttzzoogg
15th Maintenance Squadron

“I was riding on the handle bars of my
older sister's bicycle. She hit a pothole
and I went head over heels into the
road. I wasn't hurt, other than some
scratches, but learned to ride on the
seat or not at all.”

TTeecchh..  SSggtt..  LLeess  GGaarroonn  UUeeddaa
561st Network Operations Squadron

“My earliest memory of riding a bike is
when my mom pushed me down a hill
but forgot to tell me how to brake.”

DDCC11  JJaammeess  WWeesstt
USS Paul Hamilton (DDG 60)

“I think my fondest memory is going
down H3. It’s one of the most pic-
turesque views on the island.”

MMaasstteerr  SSggtt..  LLoouuiiss  JJoonneess
15th Maintenance Squadron

“My favorite memory is when I learned to
ride a bike. My oldest brother taught me.
He never gave up on me, even though I
crashed several times. It took a lot of
patience on his part and I love him for it.”
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Maj. Horace M. Hickam
is shown here at a
Bolling Field, Washing-
ton, D.C. air tournament
with an SE-5 airplane in
the background in May
1920, 94 years ago this
month. After his death,
Hickam Field (now con-
solidated into Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam)
was named for him.
Hickam Field was offi-
cially dedicated on May
31, 1935.

Photo courtesy of the 
Hawaii Department of Transportation

Maj. Horace Hickam participates in air tournament
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Commentary

Memorial Day: Opportunity for reflection, commitment

Rear Adm. Rick Williams

Col. Johnny Roscoe

15th Wing commander

When you first entered the
Air Force, the thought that
you could actually be killed
likely felt as remote as win-
ning the lottery, but
inevitably through the years,
some among us had their
futures torn from them.

Every American genera-
tion has felt the loss of loved
ones and, regrettably, future
generations likely share the
same fate. For hundreds of
years and through difficult
times for our country, despite
the dangers, Americans have
answered their nation’s call.

Dating back to the Civil
War, Americans have set
aside a day in remembrance

of those who have died serv-
ing in uniform and we contin-
ue this honorable tradition
today.

I implore you to never for-
get the personal misery and

loss that Memorial Day rep-
resents. From the open war-
fare of the world wars to
standing the line during the
simmering hostilities of the
Cold War, our country’s exis-
tence was paid for in the
blood of ordinary Americans
in extraordinary circum-
stances. 

We are the living embodi-
ment of the world created
and defended by those whose
lives were abruptly conclud-
ed, and it is our duty to
remember our fallen and
stand the line in their stead
in order to prevent the loss of
countless others.

I venture to say that very
few people enter the armed
forces with the firm intention
of giving their life for their
country. It is easy to say, “I’m

willing to fight and die for my
country,” but you really think
along the lines of Gen.
Patton—the other guy’s
going to die for his.

Rarely did any of our fallen
comrades have time to come
to terms with, “Today’s the
day I die for my country.”
Some begged for their lives to
be spared, some cried and
screamed with fear and
anguish, some fought angrily
until their last breath … in
the end, they died.

The battle against tyranny
and oppression is likely to be
never-ending, but I hope that
years from now people will
reflect on the lives that were
lost and say it was worth the
cost to ensure that our coun-
try and our values would still
endure.

Commentary

Keep the ‘memorial’ in Memorial Day

Col. Johnny Roscoe



Pete Scala 
PEO-IWS5A

Lt. Dave Nobles 
USS Benfold (DDG-65)

The Surface Tactical Ad-
vancements for the Next
Generation (TANG) Team
brought a wave of creativity
to Lockwood Hall at Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam,
assembling 30 young opera-
tors in the fleet to develop
the future of anti-submarine
warfare (ASW) for the sur-
face Navy. 

The working group,
hosted by Destroyer Squa-
drons 31 and 15 and facili-
tated by Johns Hopkins
University Applied Physics
Lab, PEO IWS and the inno-
vation design firm IDEO,
was held May 5 to 8. It used
the tenets of design thinking
and the collective intelli-
gence of fleet Sailors to iden-
tify and refine new ways to
display sonar information
and improve processes and
prototype systems to en-
hance the effectiveness of
the ASW warfighter.

Participants in the TANG
event came from every fleet
concentration area in the
world, representing seven
destroyer squadrons and
more than a dozen ships.
This group of  Sailors, rang-
ing from E-4 to O-3, were
hand-selected for their inno-
vative spirit, subject matter
expertise and enthusiasm for
making the Navy better. 

This is the first time that
the TANG team has focused
on surface ASW combatants
with the design thinking pro-
cess, a structured ideation
process that employs an infi-
nite number of notes, mark-
ers and display boards to
unlock the creativity within
participants.

In 2011, the first TANG fo-
rum brought a cadre of sub-
mariners together from
across the Navy for a week to
develop new combat systems
displays for submarines. The
ideas and prototypes that
Sailors envisioned then were
brought to life within six

months of the event, and
those designs will be installed
in submarines this year.

After several international
and executive level events
concentrating on sub-
marines, the team hopes to
replicate the success for the
next generation of surface
combat systems.

“The energy from this
group has been the best we’ve
ever seen,” said Josh Smith,
TANG director, from the
Johns Hopkins University
Applied Physics Laboratory. 

“These Sailors are devel-
oping incredible concepts
that are going to solidify the
Navy’s place as the premier
anti-submarine warfare force
for a long time,” Smith noted.

The process allows the op-
portunity for Sailors to inter-
act directly with not only the
technical wizards that craft
advance systems, but also ex-
perts in the field of design as
well as leadership within the
program offices who then
field the improved sonar soft-
ware on ships. 

The TANG event also in-
cluded a tech expo that was
open to Department of De-
fense personnel each day.
The tech expo showcased ad-
vanced new capabilities in
the fields of information tech-
nology, augmented reality,
virtual reality, gaming and
more. 

Sonar Technician (Sur-
face) 2nd Class Aliesha Vac-
caro from USS Benfold (DDG
65) in San Diego said the
participants have been in-
spired by the process and are
learning ways to brainstorm
solutions to the myriad chal-
lenges that Sailors face on a
daily basis.

“I can’t wait to get back
and show my division the
tools that I’ve learned out
here,” Vaccaro said. “The ex-
perience has been amazing.
With events like this, I feel
like we can solve any prob-
lem.”

The Surface TANG con-
cluded May 8. The concepts
developed will be coming to a
ship near you in the near fu-
ture.
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Opening for HI-5 Redemption
Center at joint base delayed

TANG working group
unlocks Sailors’ creativity

Photo by Al Crossley
Fleet Sailors participate in the Surface Tactical Advan-
cements for the Next Generation (TANG) working group held
May 5 to 8 at Lockwood Hall at joint base. 

in need of medical assistance, and lo-
cating the simulated perpetrator. 

Each team consisted of four to
five members from different agen-
cies, including military service,
joint base and Honolulu police and a
JBPHH K-9 unit. 

Teams stayed together through
the facility, maintaining constant
communication between each other
in order to cover all of the areas,
which allowed for quick location
and disarmament of the perpetrator
and location of all the victims. 

During the drill, each team was
evaluated on their procedures and
performance, including proper med-
ical response to the simulated 
victims, evacuating unharmed per-
sonnel, handling assigned firearms
during search, and communica-
tions. 

Upon completion of the drill, all
participating members met for feed-

back from the observers as well as
to convey personal observations and
have a question and answer session.

“I think the evolution went very
well. First teams were on scene in
less than two minutes, and the
shooter was taken down in less than
four,” reflected Clark upon comple-
tion of the exercise. “So I think in
that respect it went very well, but
we still gather lessons learned, and I
still think we could have done a bet-
ter job on responding to the injured
and establishing a crime scene
perimeter. This is something we
have to work on, and that is why we
conduct these exercises.” 

“Honolulu Police Department is
our partner,” added Clark. “They
showed up with their tactical teams,
fell in and merged with our current
teams, and did an outstanding job.” 

Capt. Rudy Arsiaga of joint base
security also spoke on military ser-
vice members’ performance during
the exercise. 

“Navy personnel, Air Force and a
K-9 unit did an excellent job on their
‘how to’ response and integrated
well with HPD,” said Arsiaga. 

“The way they have moved in —
the communication was superb and
that’s the main thing, different
agencies coming together without
previous training together and con-
ducted an excellent job,” he added.

The active shooter scenario was a
planned exercise that had the look
and feel of a real world event and
was not held in response to a spe-
cific threat. The Department of
Homeland Security website de-
scribes an active shooter as an indi-
vidual actively engaged in killing or
attempting to kill people in a con-
fined and populated area, typically
through the use of firearms. 

A link to Homeland Security’s web-
site provides a “what can you do”
course for the public and can be
downloaded at http://www.dhs.go-
v/active-shooter-preparedness.

Continued from A-1
Drill provides real world practice for timely response

Memorial Day commissaries
announce holiday hours

was hosted by the African-American Diversity Cultural
Center Hawaii (AADCCH) to honor the service members who
died during the West Loch disaster.

The AADCCH was founded in 1997 as a museum reposito-
ry to archive 200 years of African American history in
Hawaii, to share the collections by displaying and exhibiting
artifacts and educating the people in Hawaii about the cul-
tural heritage of African Americans in the U.S.

Naval Facilities
Engineering Command
Hawaii

The Navy Region Hawaii
Recycling Program had
planned to reopen its HI-5
Redemption Center, build-
ing 1715, near Kuntz Gate
on Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam on May 6. How-
ever, due to voucher issues
this action was delayed and
the center is not open at
this time.

The center has been
closed since October 2013
due to financial adjustments

of the program, requiring
moving redemption from
Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation to the Navy Exchange.

Plans to have vouchers
issued at the center and re-
deemed at the Navy Ex-
change customer service
desk in the main atrium for
cash are still pending. Once
it is resolved, a reopening
announcement will be
made so that personnel
with old vouchers can re-
deem them, and those who
wish to restart delivering
HI-5 items to the center
can do so.

The Pearl Harbor Com-
missary will be open from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Memo-
rial Day, May 26. 

The Hickam Commissary
will be open from 10 a.m. to

6 p.m. on Memorial Day. 
For more information,

call the Pearl Harbor
Commissary at 471-8402,
ext. 101, or the Hickam
Commissary at 449-1363. 

Continued from A-1
West Loch remembered
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Airmen dressed in their most creative "uniforms," battled each other in an epic water fight and enjoyed some food during the 2014 Hawaii Air Force Combat Dining-In at Vosler Park,
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam on May 9. 

U.S. Air Force photos by Staff Sgt. Alexander Martinez

Military security forces assigned to Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH) and
Honolulu Police Department conduct an
active-shooter drill at the Pearl Harbor Navy
Exchange prior to normal store hours.

U.S. Navy photo by MC3 Diana Quinlan

U.S. Navy photo by David D. Underwood Jr.
Cmdr. Richard A. Paquette, outgoing commander of Defense Logistics
Agency Distribution, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, speaks during a change of com-
mand ceremony held May 16.

(Right) Airmen observe a moment of silence in front of a memorial honor-
ing fallen Security Forces Airmen on May 12 at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam. The memorial was placed in the Courtyard of Heroes in the
Pacific Air Forces Headquarters Building in honor of National "Police
Week" — a time of observance proclaimed in 1962 by President John F.
Kennedy in which he designated May 15 as Peace Officers Memorial Day
and the week in which that date falls as National Police Week.

U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Nathan Allen

U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Tiarra Fulgham
Sailors assigned to Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam (JBPHH) assist sailors aboard the Republic of Korea
(ROK) navy ship Seoae Ryu Seong-Ryong (DDG 993) in mooring the ship as it arrives at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam.
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Kristen Wong

Hawaii Marine

HONOLULU — In cele-
bration of Military Appre-
ciation Month and Armed
Forces Day, military bands
from the four main branches
stationed in Hawaii, as well
as the Army National
Guard, merged into a musi-
cal group of more than 60
service members, providing
an evening of free entertain-
ment to the public. The 29th
annual joint-military service
band appreciation concert
was held May 17 at Hawaii
Theatre in Honolulu.

Hosted by the Hawaii
Theatre Center and the
Honolulu Navy League, the
concert included perfor-
mances by the 25th Infantry
Division Band, 111th Army
Band, U.S. Air Force Band of
the Pacific, U.S. Marine
Corps Forces, Pacific Band
and the U.S. Pacific Fleet
Band. 

“These men and women
(literally put their lives) on
the line for us,” said Burton
White, the artistic director
and general manager of
Hawaii Theatre. “(Because)
we have a month and a day
that’s dedicated to (military
appreciation), we should pool
our resources together and
sponsor an event that high-
lights the month and
reminds everybody at least
once a year that the free-
doms that we enjoy (come) at
a great cost.”

Chief Warrant Officer 3
Michael J. Smith, the band
officer and officer in charge of
the MarForPac Band, said
that while the Hale Koa
Hotel (where the concert was
hosted for a few years) may
be good for summer concerts,
the Hawaii Theatre provides
good acoustics and a back-
stage musicians can use to
easily transition from piece
to piece. Smith, of Terre
Haute, Ind., said the venue
also has multimedia equip-
ment to add to the presenta-
tion. For example, the con-

cert included slideshows of
historical artwork to compli-
ment a Civil War piece. 

Local ukulele artists, Jodie
and Kody Kiyokawa, took
the stage first, providing pre-
concert entertainment. Then
Air Force Capt. Haley
Armstrong, the commander
of the USAF Band of the
Pacific, kicked off the event
conducting “Masque” by
Kenneth Hesketh. Arms-
trong said she particularly
enjoyed the moment when
she began the piece.

“(One of) my favorite
moment(s) of the evening
was when the curtain came
up and I turned around to
conduct and saw all of our
joint service dress uniforms
on stage,” Armstrong said.
“It (was) impactful to know
that what we did this week
from a joint-service perspec-
tive is so reminiscent of how
we are fighting in the
deployed environment. It
gave me chills.”

Each year, one military
branch serves as the lead

band for the concert. This
year, the Air Force took
charge of the program. The
branches managed to fit in
three rehearsals before the
concert. 

“It works because all of the
services employ amazingly
talented musicians who are
dedicated professionals,”
Armstrong said. “Chief
Master Sgt. Laura Noel and I
have been working (out) the
details all year.”

The concert featured
pieces from various eras,
from “In the Mood” by Wiggy
Manone, Andy Razaf and Joe
Garland, to “None So
Beautiful as the Brave” by
Gino Vannelli. The bands
paid tribute to the 150th
anniversary of Arlington
Cemetery, which was estab-
lished in May of 1864 in
Virginia, by performing
“American Civil War
Fantasy” by Jerry Bilik. Part
of the concert also included a
short video made in
Afghanistan, giving the audi-
ence a brief taste of a mili-

tary musician’s experience
on deployment.

“(Bringing the services
together for a concert is) a
great way to show a small
island community like Oahu
how many services are repre-
sented on their island,”
Armstrong said. “The com-
munity can’t (access) our
bases, so this is a chance to
really demonstrate our pres-
ence and thank them for
their support. (Joint-service
concerts are) good for our
military musicians because it
gives us a chance to work
and train together and learn
from each other. Each ser-
vice is very different in its
mission and goals but music
is universal. It is great we
can use music to get together
and share what our service is
working on and what makes
us unique,” Armstrong
explained.

The concert also featured
active-duty vocalists, Senior
Airman Devin Rivas Martin,
Air Force Staff Sgt. Courtney
Clifford, Air Force Master

Sgt. Lara Murdzia and
Musician 3rd Class Steven
Lamonica. The four sang
various songs, including
modern ones like “Happy” by
Pharrell Williams and “Don’t
Stop Believing” by Journey.

“(Active-duty musicians)
have to do the same training
during the year as well as
being professional musicians
and it’s terrific,” said retired
Lt. Gen. Hank Stackpole,
who attended the concert.
“We hear sometimes from
Congress why (does the mili-
tary) need musicians? That’s
our spirit, our song. It brings
us together and it’s all for
America. It’s just tremen-
dous.”

Stackpole added that
active-duty musicians honor
fallen service members. 

“We wouldn’t have memo-
rials, and we wouldn’t have
veterans if we didn’t have
musicians,” he said. 

During the second half of
the concert, Air Force, Army,
Navy and Marine Corps
musicians gathered at the

front of the stage to sing each
branch’s official song.
Audience members who
served or are currently serv-
ing stood when their
branch’s song was played.

“(Another of my) favorite
moment(s) is when I saw all
of the service members and
veterans standing for their
service song toward the end
of the show,” Armstrong
said. “It is one of the best
parts of my job to recognize
the service of others and I
was immensely proud.”

Armstrong also asked the
military family members to
stand and be recognized,
dedicating “Hero for Today,”
performed by Lamonica, for
them.

“We know that it isn’t easy
when (service members are)
gone for months (or) years at
a time,” Armstrong said.
“(Family members are) tak-
ing care of everything behind
the scenes and so we appreci-
ate everything that our fami-
ly, our friends and our com-
munity do for us.”

As the last song finished,
the crowd gave a standing
ovation, shouting Hana Hou
to the stage, hoping for an
encore. Armstrong smiled
and agreed to play one more,
“Stars and Stripes Forever.”

“The interaction and the
integration of these four
branches all working togeth-
er toward a common goal is
obviously something that 
the military reinforces and
makes the message really
(artistic),” White said.

White said the theatre
center plans to host the con-
cert again next year, and the
public is invited to attend.

“Whether it’s free or it
costs $20, people want a
break from the stresses of
the day,” Smith said.
“They’re making time in
their evening to spend it 
with us. We owe it to them to
give them the break 
that they came for and to re-
instill the trust in the mili-
tary that we’re good stew-
ards of what they’re paying
us to do.”

Island military musicians ‘band’ together for Military Appreciation Month

U.S. Navy photos by MC3 Johans Chavarro, Kristen Wong




