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The Amazing Race: 1 Year into the $5 
Million Georgetown U. Energy Prize 



Agenda 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
II. Polling Questions 
III. Georgetown University Energy Prize 
IV. Breakout Groups 

1) Hurdles  
2) Takeaways 
3) Next Big Thing  

V.  The Amazing Race Contestants 
VI. Your Next Big Thing  



Introductions 

I. Name 

II. Affiliation 

III. Role  

IV. GUEP  

 



Polling Questions 

How long have you been working in the 
field of residential energy efficiency? 

 0-1 years 

 2-5 years 

 6-10 years 

 11-20 years 

 21+ years 



Polling Questions 

What sector do you work in?  

 Local government  

 State government 

 Federal government 

 Nonprofit  

 Utility 

 Business 



Polling Questions 

What is the size of your community? 

 <50,000 population  

 51 - 100,000  

 100 - 500,000  

 500,000 - 1M  

 >1M 



Polling Questions 

How long has your program been operating? 

 0-1 years  

 2-5 years 

 6-10 years 

 11-20 years 

 21+ years 



 
Benefits:  
 Peer Exchange Calls 
 Tools, templates, & resources 
 Newsletter updates on trends 
 Recognition: Media, materials 

 
 
 Voluntary member initiatives 
 Residential Program Solution 

Center – Guided Tours 
 

Better Buildings Residential Network: Connects energy 
efficiency programs and partners to share best practices and learn 
from one another to increase the number of homes that are energy 
efficient. 
 
Membership: Open to organizations committed to accelerating the 
pace of home energy upgrades. 

Residential Network 

Commitment: Provide DOE with annual number of residential 
upgrades, and information about associated benefits. 





In addition to reducing energy consumption, participating 
communities must show that their approaches: 

 Educate students and the general public about energy 
efficiency; 

 Include equitable access and engagement for the entire 
community and diverse stakeholders; 

 Will result in future savings in the community; 

 Are innovative; and 

 Can be replicated. 



Georgetown University Energy Prize communities 
participate in the BBRN to learn current best practices 
from peers and experts in energy efficiency. 

To the BBRN, and other communities of practice, GUEP 
participants provide: 

 Ongoing Lessons Learned 

 Proven Best Practices 

 Innovative New Approaches to community-wide 
energy efficiency programs that go beyond any one 
sector or program. 



GUEP – One Year Results 

 What legal, policy, procedural hurdles did you experience 
in gaining access to your community’s energy data for the 
competition?  

 What technical hurdles did you experience in receiving / 
transmitting the data? 

 How could this be made easier in the future? 

 Do you plan to gain additional access to data for more 
understanding of your energy use? 

 Other current issues / challenges to discuss 



Breakout Groups 

 Hurdles 
 Takeaways 
 Next Big Thing 
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The Amazing Race Contestants 

 Barbara Buffaloe, Columbia, MO 

 Malini Srivastava, eFargo 

 Robin Cox, Huntsville, AL 
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Columbia, Missouri 
The Amazing Race: 1 Year into the $5 Million 

Georgetown University Energy Prize 



http://youtube.com/v/kBBbHm-3_HM




CoMo Energy Challenge map 
Objectives: 

Aggregate data 

Communicate 
efforts 

Challenge 
residents 
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http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/Maps/comoenergy/2014/


Diving deeper 
Analyze 

Prioritize 

Challenge 



http://youtube.com/v/A_k3VNjy0Rg


Questions? 

www.CoMoEnergyChallenge.com 

Barbara Buffaloe 
Sustainability Manager 
City of Columbia, MO 

Barbara.Buffaloe@CoMo.gov 
(573) 817-5025 



Huntsville, AL 
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Visit the  
Residential Program Solution Center: 

energy.gov/rpsc  
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Suggestions? Email BBRPSolutionCenter@ee.doe.gov 



 Leverage the lessons learned & 
experiences from local, 
regional, and national work in 
residential energy efficiency 

 Minimize trial and error to 
develop your residential energy 
efficiency program 

 Access a living repository of 
examples, lessons, and 
resources 

Explore planning, implementation, & evaluation 
strategies in the Residential Program Solution Center 
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Explore more resources at www.energy.gov/rpsc! 

http://www.energy.gov/rpsc
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Wrap-up and Look Ahead 
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Your Next Big Thing 
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