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A socially disadvantaged applicant is an individual or entity 
who is a member of a socially disadvantaged group. A socially 
disadvantaged group is a group whose members have been subject 
to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their identity as members of 
a group, without regard to their individual qualities. These groups 
consist of the following:

American Indians or Alaskan Natives•	
Asians•	
Blacks or African Americans•	
Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders•	
Hispanics •	

Gender alone is not a covered group for the purposes of NRCS 
conservation programs. 

For an entity, at least 50 percent ownership in the farm business 
must be held by socially disadvantaged individuals. One member 
of an eligible entity may certify for all members rather than have 
each member self-certify. 
 
More Information 
For more  assistance, contact your local USDA Service Center or 
NRCS office. Nevada NRCS offices can be found online at www.
nv.nrcs.usda.gov.
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