
American Ginseng Export Program 
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Division of Management Authority

Branch of Operations
Branch of Permits





CITES
• Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES)

• CITES regulates international trade through 
a system of permits (three Appendices)

• Currently 175 member Parties
• The U.S. Management Authority for CITES 

is the Division of Management Authority



Ginseng and CITES

1975: Panax quinquefolius 
including whole and sliced roots and parts 
of roots, excluding manufactured parts or 
derivatives

2000: Panax ginseng 
populations of Russia; same annotation as 
for P. quinquefolius



Ginseng Management in the U.S.

• 50 CFR Part 23, Subpart E – International 
Trade in Certain Specimens
– Ginseng managed at State level
– States certify wild or cultivated origin and legal 

acquisition
– Annual data from preceding harvest season 

should be made available to DMA by May 31 
of each year



Export Requirements

• American ginseng (Panax quinquefolius) 
is listed in Appendix II of CITES

• Non-detriment finding
• Legal acquisition finding
• CITES permits required for export 

of wild and cultivated American 
ginseng 



Wild vs. Artificially Propagated

• Artificially propagated is:
– Grown under controlled conditions;
– Cultivated parental stock used for artificial 

propagation must be:
• Established in accordance with CITES and national 

laws and not detrimental to the survival of the 
species; and

• Managed to guarantee long-term maintenance of 
stock.



Wild American Ginseng Export

• A CITES export permit must be obtained from 
Branch of Permits (BOP)

• Export permits are valid for six months and  
issued for one time use 

• Original State Certificates of Origin required to 
demonstrate legal harvest

• Wild ginseng collected during different harvest 
seasons require a separate Master File to be 
established for each season (valid for one year)





Cultivated American 
Ginseng Export

• A CITES Certificate for Artificially Propagated 
Plants (CAPP) must be obtained from BOP

• Certificates are valid for six months and issued for 
one time use  

• Original State Certificates of Origin required to 
demonstrate legally harvest

• Master Files established for cultivated root are 
valid for three years





Applying for a CITES Permit

• Submit a completed application 
(Form 3-200-34) to BOP

• Copy of valid State ginseng permit or 
license, and valid copy of the USDA 
Protected Plant Permit must be presented 
with application

• Allow 45 days for processing



Applying for a CITES Permit 
(continued)

• For upcoming harvest season of wild 
ginseng, applications should be submitted to 
BOP in July

• Applications for wild ginseng from past 
harvest seasons may be submitted any time

• Applications for certificates to export 
cultivated ginseng may be submitted any 
time







Re-export of American Ginseng

• Submit a completed application 
(Form 3-200-32) to BOP

• Application may be submitted any time 
• Upon re-export, copy of canceled foreign 

CITES document used to import ginseng 
must be presented

• Re-export certificates are valid for six 
months and issued for one time use







USDA Requirements for Export

• Export must occur at ports designated by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

• At the time of export, shipments must be 
presented to a USDA inspector for 
clearance 



What to Present for 
USDA Clearance

• Ginseng being exported
• One fully completed original permit or certificate
• Two copies of the completed CITES permit or 

certificate
• Original State Certificates of Origin OR copies of 

canceled foreign CITES export documents for re- 
export

• One completed export report
• One shipper’s invoice





Exports of wild American ginseng

• 2002 - 31,671 kg root
• 2003 - 34,084 kg root
• 2004 - 27,302 kg root
• 2005 - 23,551 kg root
• 2006 - 28,042 kg root
• 2007 - 24,581 kg root
• 2008 - 10,801 kg root



Exports of cultivated American 
ginseng

• 2002 - 240,528 kg root 
• 2003 - 202,547 kg root
• 2004 - 225,173 kg root
• 2005 - 128,861 kg root
• 2006 - 168,637 kg root
• 2007- 263,264 kg root
• 2008 -150,238 kg root



Contact Information

• Division of Management Authority
-Telephone: 1-703-358-2104
-Fax: 1-703-358-2281
-E-mail: management_authority@fws.gov
-Internet: http://fws.gov/international

mailto:management_authority@fws.gov
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