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NOAA OFFICE OF NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARIES 
PERMIT GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 
In most situations, permits issued will contain the following general conditions.  In 
addition, permits will usually contain special terms and conditions specific to the activity 
being permitted. 
 
 
1. Within 30 (thirty) days of the date of issuance, the permittee must sign and date 

this permit for it to be considered valid.  Once signed, the permittee must send 
copies, via mail or email, to the following individuals: 

 
<Sanctuary Contact> National Permit Coordinator  
<Sanctuary Name and Address> NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries  
 1305 East-West Highway (N/ORM6) 
 SSMC4, 11th Floor 
 Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 nmspermits@noaa.gov 

 
2. It is a violation of this permit to conduct any activity authorized by this permit 

prior to the ONMS having received a copy signed by the permittee.   
 
3. This permit may only be amended by the ONMS.  The permittee may not change 

or amend any part of this permit at any time.  The terms of the permit must be 
accepted in full, without revision; otherwise, the permittee must return the permit 
to the sanctuary office unsigned with a written explanation for its rejection.  
Amendments to this permit must be requested in the same manner the original 
request was made.   

 
4. All persons participating in the permitted activity must be under the supervision 

of the permittee, and the permittee is responsible for any violation of this permit, 
the NMSA, and sanctuary regulations for activities conducted under, or in 
junction with, this permit.  The permittee must assure that all persons performing 
activities under this permit are fully aware of the conditions herein. 

 
5. This permit is non-transferable and must be carried by the permittee at all times 

while engaging in any activity authorized by this permit. 
 
6. This permit may be suspended, revoked, or modified for violation of the terms 

and conditions of this permit, the regulations at 15 CFR Part 922, the NMSA, or 
for other good cause.  Such action will be communicated in writing to the 
applicant or permittee, and will set forth the reason(s) for the action taken. 

 
7. This permit may be suspended, revoked or modified if requirements from 

previous ONMS permits or authorizations issued to the permittee are not fulfilled 
by their due date.   
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8. Permit applications for any future activities in the sanctuary or any other 

sanctuary in the system by the permittee might not be considered until all 
requirements from this permit are fulfilled. 

 
9. This permit does not authorize the conduct of any activity prohibited by 15 CFR 

Part 922, other than those specifically described in the “Permitted Activity 
Description” section of this permit.  If the permittee or any person acting under 
the permittee’s supervision conducts, or causes to be conducted, any activity in 
the sanctuary not in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in this 
permit, or who otherwise violates such terms and conditions, the permittee may be 
subject to civil penalties, forfeiture, costs, and all other remedies under the NMSA 
and its implementing regulations at 15 CFR Part 922. 

 
10. Any publications and/or reports resulting from activities conducted under the 

authority of this permit must include the notation that the activity was conducted 
under National Marine Sanctuary Permit <Permit_Number> and be sent to the 
ONMS officials listed in general condition number 1. 

 
11. This permit does not relieve the permittee of responsibility to comply with all 

other federal, state and local laws and regulations, and this permit is not valid 
until all other necessary permits, authorizations, and approvals are obtained.  
Particularly, this permit does not allow disturbance of marine mammals or 
seabirds protected under provisions of the Endangered Species Act, Marine 
Mammal Protection Act, or Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  Authorization for 
incidental or direct harassment of species protected by these acts must be secured 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and/or NOAA Fisheries, depending upon 
the species affected. 

 
12. The permittee shall indemnify and hold harmless the Office of National Marine 

Sanctuaries, NOAA, the Department of Commerce and the United States for and 
against any claims arising from the conduct of any permitted activities. 

 
13. Any question of interpretation of any term or condition of this permit will be 

resolved by NOAA. 
 


