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To: Heads of Bureaus and Offices

From: ~ Willie R. Taylor, Director
Office of Environmental Policy and

Subject: National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
Responsibilities Under the Departmental
Justice Policy

In a memorandum dated August 17, 1994, Secretary Babbitt
established an environmental justice policy that requires the
Department to consider the impacts of the Department's actions on
minority and low-income populations and communities, as well as
the equity of the distribution of benefits and risks of those
decisions. The memorandum prov1des that these considerations
should be specifically included in the National Environmental
Policy Act documentation. The Department's environmental justice
policy is based on Executive Order 12898, dated February 11,
1994, which requires agencies to incorporate environmental
justice into their missions by identifying and addressing
disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental
effects of their programs and policies on minorities and low-
income populations and communities. The Executive Order applies
equally to Federal agency responsibility for Native American
programs.

Therefore, henceforth all environmental documents should
specifically analyze and evaluate the impacts of any proposed
projects, actions or decisions on minority and low-income
populations and communities, as well as the equity of the
distribution of the benefits and risks of those decisions.

To comply with the environmental justice policy established by
the Secretary, bureaus and offices should identify and evaluate,
during the scoping and\or planning processes, any anticipated
effects, direct or indirect, from the proposed project, action or
decision on minority and low-income populations and communities,
including the equity of the distribution of the benefits and
risks.

If any significant impacts to minority and low-income populations
and communities are identified during the scoping and\or planning
processes, the environmental document should clearly evaluate and
state the environmental consequences of the proposed project,
action or decision on minority and low-income populations and
communities in the environmental document.
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If a project or an action, however, is expected to have either
an insignificant impact or no impact on minority/low-income
populations, the document, under the scoping section in an
environmental impact statement, should specifically state that
the proposed project or action was considered during scoping
and\or planning and is expected to have either insignificant
impact or no impact, direct or indirect, with reasons given. A
similar statement should be included in any environmental
assessment under an appropriate section.
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