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Dear Ms. Lowman:

Thank you for your continued partnership and efforts in sustainably managing our Nation's
fishery resources. I greatly value our collaborative approach to addressing emerging and often
controversial issues.

One such issue is ﬁshery allocataon decisions. Ihave spoken to the CCC about fisheries
allocation at five meetings' over the past three years, and [ believe that we have built a path
forward on how to address this difficult issue. We all agreed to obtain scientific input to-inform
this guidance, and you requested NOAA Fisheries present a proposal at the February 2014 CCC
meeting that would task the formulation of guidance to the CCC’s National Scientific and
Statistical Committee (SSC). NOAA Fisheries agreed to do this and is preparing such a
proposal. To the extent that the SSC can provide any such guidance, we would take appropriate
action to incorporate this into future revised National Standard guidelines.

However, in the meantime, I also want to make certain that the Councils do not wait to review
and proceed with making appropriate adjustments to allocations. As we have discussed in the
past, we need to make sure our fisheries management plans are current. The Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act requires, among other things, that conservation and
management measures under fishery management plans achieve, on a continuing basis, optimum
yield from each fishery. Reviewing allocations among fishery sectors facilitates achievement of
this core goal of the Act. The idea of regular review is reinforced in NOAA's Catch Share
Policy, in which NOAA recommends allocation decisions be revisited periodically regardless of
whether catch shares are the chosen management tool.

[ look forward to continuing to work with you all on this challenging issue.

Sincerely,
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