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Appendix G – National Historic 

Preservation Act Consultation 

Introduction 

Consultation with the Montana State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) began with a request 
for a search of files to identify any historic properties previously recorded within the area of 
potential effects of the Intake Project (table G.1).  This file search request was e-mailed on May 
1, 2009. The SHPO responded on May 11, 2009 with a list of determinations of eligibility, 
previously recorded sites, and a list of cultural resources reports in the area of potential effects. 

On October 15, 2009, Reclamation sent a letter to the SHPO continuing consultation on the 
Intake Project (see below). The letter enclosed detailed information about the location of the 
proposed federal undertaking, identification of historic properties, and effects determination, and 
proposed mitigation measures.  In addition, Reclamation offered to meet to discuss the proposed 
federal undertaking. 

The Montana SHPO concurred with Reclamation’s October 15, 2009, consultation letter on 
November 4, 2009.  Consultation on preparation of a formal memorandum of agreement 
regarding mitigation of adverse effects and treatment of historic properties is ongoing. 
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATIO OFFICE 
1410 8'• Avf., P .O. Box 201202, Helena, MT 59620.U02 

Phon<": (406)--14-'-7767 
Enn1il: dmm·dofa1mtgov 

Attn · Damon Murdo 

File Search Request Form 
Plt!Me t"Omplete thi• fom1 and :.11;«'/J ,. <-opy of the Rppropriilte USGS Qmod m2p sbo11ong the project Joc.otion . .All 
lirirls must be romp/Ned in curkr for )'tmr flit- •c:Jn:h rrqut!sl fO be proct'5st!d. The fom• "nd su '<'OmJ1"ny i'ng m up 
L".ail:J ~ ~tUnl~d to rht! a·d~!l ~bdr~ ~r.n.aiiNJ, or hrout;ht ihi-&:!:tl}' ro tlu~ ofliee. 

Jndhidu;1ls Namr J Stgnc Snorllaml 

Organization U.S Department oflhc Interior. Bureau ofReclamalJOn 
(AgctK)'lCompan)') 

P.O Box 1017 or 304 MSC Broadway Avenue 

City BL'>!IIilrck ! StaLe ND I Z~p.58502 
Tflepbont># 701-221-1278 I Fa'- 701.:!50-4590 

l're~j<"d Nam t [ntakc Divcrs10n Dam Modiftcation, Lower Y cUowstme Project 

Go\·ernmenl Agenty Bureau of Reclamation and U.S Anny Corps ofEngineers, Omahn Dislricl 
lnvolnd 

Vt>~crlbt I ~\to prQject. Reclamation and the Corps are proposing to mod1fy intake Diversion Dam to 
Plra~ identify any work lll1prove passage l'or the endangered palltd sturgeon and reduce uruntended 
that will involve ground entrapment of fish man unscrcencd irrigabon canal system The two act ton 
disturbun", or tht> a lterMltves under consid~mtion ore to; I ) repJnce the eXJsting hi~wric dam wuh 
demolition and a concrete wcrr and rock ramp and the unscrccned h1stonc mtakc w1th a new 
modiOcajjon or !'-;listing scr~neu intake or 2) relocate the main chMnel of the Yellowstona River 
buil~ings. If none of around the bmonc dam and move the trrigation mam canal upstream and bu11d 
these are to occur, a new screened headworks. A No Act1on Alternative, the future w1Lhoutlhe 
ple~l'lt' indkute. proposed federal umlcrtalang, lli also under COnsideration m an cnvll'orunenlal 

assessment 
l)t'~crlht' ony prtvlou~ The sr<18 of Plllentinl etrect~ is currently ll<oed for hy the Lower YelJowsLone 
disturbantr and the Project irrigation district.s. Beside th.c migatton p roject mtakc and mam canal 
curt·cnt hmd ~~~- ts a $1J!te-operaLed recreation nrea. Intake FL~hmg Acces.o; Site. 
Approximate d"k of If on ocuon altemattve t~ selecled, const.rUcuon of a !ish screen and headwork.~ 
pt·opo~d project would begin m September 2010, B.lld coostructLOn of fish passage would start m 
lnltlnHon. March 2011 
Land Owntl'llhip Mvtcd ·some land is fcdcrnl (RcclamalJOn), some state, and som.: privntc. A 
(Priwt~. Stale, F~deral, real est.ate plan is being dev.: loped 
elc.) 

Rem ur ks/ Sp«:inl Remarks - Most of the area of potcnual effects hos oocn surycycd prc\' lously 
Hrquub by th<l Univer.;tty tlt'Nonh Dnko18, 8.'1 documenred 111 -Lower YellowsLOne 

frrigallon Project. 1996 and 1997 Cultural Resources Inventory, Dawson and 
Rtchland Countle:s.. Monlllna, Md McKenzie County, North DakotA'' by 
Cyntlua KordcckL Mary .McCorm 1ck. Carne F. /ackso11, and Jcnrufcr Bales and 
Renewable Technolog~es, Inc. 

!:ipectal Requests - [f po~ible, plea.<~C check. to see if con.~enrus detem1inations 
have been completed the results of these determ inations for 24D\V287, 
24DW298, 240\\'299. 24DW300. 24DW430, 24DW431. 24DW433, 
24DW434 , 24DW436, 240\.\'437, :!4DW443, 24DW444, 2.JDW447. nnd 
isolated fmd BA 1-19. 

Pro.ltet Area Location Information (add on If ueus-.:ary) PrQifd~ In dUes a t'olll requll't! TRS. 

TOWNSHIP I RANGE I SECTION I COUI\'TY 

T18N R56E Sections 25, 35, and 36 Dawson 

T18N R57E Sections30 and 31 Dawson 

T17N R56E Sections I and 2 Dawson 

Tl7N R57E Section 6 Dawson 
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 Table G.1 – File Search Request Sent to Montana SHPO on May 1, 2009. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 

IN II.V'L'I' lltita 10; 

MT-227 
ENY-3.00 

Dr. Mark Baumler 
State Historic Preservation Office 
P 0 . Box 201202 
1410 8th Ave. 
Helena, MT 59620 - 1202 

Subject: Consultation on Intake Diversion Dam Modification, Lower Yellowstone Project, and 
Notification of Potential Adverse Effects on Historic Properties 
SHPO Project Designation Number: 2009051 102 

Dear Dr. Baumler: 

In compliance with 36 CFR Parts 800.3, 800.4,and 800.5 the U.S. Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Reclamation, is continuing consultation on the Intake Diversion Dam Modification, 
Lower Yellowstone Project. .Reclamation and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) are 
proposing to modify Intake Diversion Dam. Reclamation is the lead Federal agency and is 
responsible for compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act (36 CPR Part 800.2[a)) 
for this proposed Federaltmdertaking. Reclamation and the Corps are currently preparing a draft 
environmental assessment for the proposed Federal undertaking. 

The proposed Federal undertaking is located at Intake, Dawson County, Montana (see enclosure 
figure I). The legal descriptions of the w1dertaking are Township 18 North, Range 56 East, 
Sections 25, 35, and 36; Township 18 North, Range 57 East, Sections 30 and 31; Township 17 
North, Range 56 East, Sections I and 2; and Township 17 North, Range 57 East, Section 6 (see 
enclosure figure 1). Ownership of land in the a~ea of potential effects (APE) is a mixture of 
federal, state, and private (sec enclosure figure 2). 

The proposed action is needed to: 

• Improve upstream and downstream fish passage for adult pallid sturgeon and other native 
fish in the lower Yellowstone River, 

• Minimize entrainment of pallid s turgeon and other native fish into the Lower Yellowstone 
Project main canal, 

• Continue effective operation of the Lower Yellowstone Project in compliance with the 
Endangered Species Act, and 

• Contribute to restoration of the lower Yello·.ystone River ecosystem. 

Three alternatives are being evaluated in the Intake Diversion Dam Modification, Lower 

Great Piains Region 
Montana Area Office 

P.O. Box 30137 
Billing!(J~n~ z8dj7-0 137 

llE==? ~ 
~~ 

TAKE PRICE" 
IN AMERICA 
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Yellowstone Project, Draft Environmental Assessment (lmake EA), as described in the 
enclosure. The Rock Ramp is the preferred alternative, and without mitigation, will resuh in 
Adverse Effects to several historic properties. The public has been notified of this proposed 
Federal undertaking through the National Environmental Policy Act scoping meetings held last 
fall, and will be given an opportunity to comment on summary cultural resource information in 
the Intake EA this fall, and to attend public meetings. Along with the public scoping meetings, a 
total of25 tribes in the upper Missouri Basin were sent leiters notifying them of the proposed 
project. Follow-up telephone calls were made to each tribe, and none expressed interest in it. 

Enclosed is detailed information about the loca:ion of the proposed Federal undertakiJ1g, 
alternatives considered, identification of historic properties, effects determination, and proposed 
mitigation measures. Reclamation is planning to continue consul tation with your office, on 
preparation of a formal memorandum of agreement stipulating the mitigation and treatment plan. 
If you have any questions about this proposed Federal w1dertaking or would like to schedule a 
meeting to discuss it, please feel free to contact me at 406-247-7666. 

Sincerely, 

WILLIAM B VINCENT 
Wi llian1 Vincent 
Area Archaeologist 

Enclosure 

cc: Ms. Sandy Barnum 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
I 616 Capitol Ave, 
Omaha, NE 68 1 02 

be: 84-53000 (Lincoln) 
DK-5000 (Snortland) 
GP-42000 (Coutant) 
MT-200, MT-221, MT-227, MT-745 

WBR: WVinccot:JJohosoo: I 0/14/2009:406-24 7-7666 
V :\Shared\Correspondence\2009\227\SHPOCondrf#OZ.doc 
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h I . IE==:~ 
United States Department oft e ntenor --......~ 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION ~ 

IKRI!PLVfll!mRTOt 

MT-227 
ENV-3.00 

Dr. Mark Baumler 
State Historic Preservation Office 
P.O. Box 201202 
1410 8th Ave. 
Helena, MT 59620 - 1202 

Subject: Consultation on Intake Diversion Dam Modification, Lower Yellowstone Project, and 
Notification of Potential Adverse Effects on Historic Properties 
SHPO Project Designation Number: 2009051102 

Dear Dr. Baumler: 

In compliance with 36 CFR Parts 800.3, 800.4, and 800.5 the U.S. Department of the Interior, 
Bureau of Reclamation, is continuing consultation on the Intake Diversion Dam Modification, 
Lower Yellowstone Project. Reclamation and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) are 
proposing to modify Intake Diversion Dam. Reclamation is the lead Federal agency and is 
responsible for compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act (36 CFR Part 800.2[a]) 
for this proposed Federal undertaking. Reclamation and the Corps are currently preparing a draft 
environmental assessment for the proposed Federal undertaking. 

The proposed Federal undertaking is located at Intake, Dawson County, Montana (see enclosure 
figure 1). The legal descriptions of the undertaking are Township 18 North, Range 56 East, 
Sections 25, 35, and 36; Township 18 North, Range 57 East, Sections 30 and 31; Township 17 
North, Range 56 East, Sections 1 and 2; and Township 17 North, Range 57 East, Section 6 (see 
enclosure figure 1 ). Ownership of land in the area of potential effects (APE) is a mixture of 
federal, state, and private (see enclosure figure 2). 

The proposed action is needed to: 

• Improve upstream and downstream fish passage for adult pallid sturgeon and other native 
fish in the lower Yellowstone River, 

• Minimize entrainment of pallid sturgeon and other native fish into the Lower Yellowstone 
Project main canal, 

• Continue effective operation of the Lower Yellowstone Project in compliance with the 
Endangered Species Act, and 

• Contribute to restoration of the lower Yellowstone River ecosystem. 

Three alternatives are being evaluated in the Intake Diversion Dam Modification, Lower 

Great Plains Region 
Montana Area Office 

P.O. Box 30137 
Billings, Montana 59107-0137 

OCT t 5 2009 

T AKE PRIDE" 
_cl_NAMERICA 
ll' ~ 

L 

Ei3t'~ :::.;;> 1:1. ~0 
<::>Jose~ 
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Yellowstone Project, Draft Environmental Assessment (Intake EA), as described in the 
enclosure. The Rock Ramp is the preferred alternative, and without mitigation, will result in 
Adverse Effects to several historic properties. The public has been notified of this proposed 
Federal undertaking through the National Environmental Policy Act scoping meetings held last 
fall , and will be given an opportunity to conunent on summary cultural resource infom1ation in 
the Intake EA this fall, and to attend public meetings. Along with the public seeping meetings, a 
total of 25 tribes in the upper Missouri Basin were sent letters notifying them of the proposed 
project. Follow-up telephone calls were made to each tribe, and none expressed interest in it. 

Enclosed is detailed information about the location of the proposed Federal underiaking, 
alternatives considered, identification of historic properties, effects determination, and proposed 
mitigation measures. Reclamation is planning to continue consultation witlly<Jur o ffice, on 
preparation of a forma l memorandum of agreement stipulating the mitigation and treatment plan. 
If you have any questions about this proposed Federal undertaking or would like to schedule a 
meeting to discuss it, please feel free to contact me at 406-247-7666. 

William Vincent 
Area Archaeologist 

Enclosure 

cc: Ms. Sandy Barnum 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
1616 Capitol Ave, 
Omaha, NE 68102 
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