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SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (Service) determines a 
Hawaiian plant, Wilkesia hobdyi (dwarf 
iliau). to be endangered under the 
authority of the Endangered Species Act 
of 1973, as amended (Act). This species 
is known from three small population9 
with a total of about 400 individuals. 
Three additional, unconfirmed 
observationa which may be of this 
species, have been reported. The known 
populations and the unconfirmed 
sightings are all from the nearly vertical 
rock outcrops on the Na Pali Coast of 
western Kauai, Hawaiian islands. The 
greatest immediate threats to the 
survival of this species are browsing 
and habitat disturbance by feral goats. 
Goat predation and the concomitant 
habitat disturbance accelerates erosion 
of the habitat and facilitates the 
encroachment of competing species of 
naturalized plants. This rule implements 
the protection provided by the Act for 
this plant. 
EFFECTIVE mm July 22,1992 
IrDDClESSEsz The complete file for this 
rule is available for public inspection. by 
appointment during normal business 
hours at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Pacific Islands Office, 300 Ala 
Moana Boulevard. room 0307. P.O. Box 
50187. Honolulu, Hawaii 96850. 
FOR FURTMER INFORYATION CONTICI: 
Derral R. Herbst, at the above address 
(808/541-2749 or FI’S 551-2749: FAX 
808/541-2756. 

3ue#LyozIAnvuINMyItlQec 
Backgmund 

Wilkesia hobdyi wao discovered by 
Robert W. Hobdy on Polihale Ridge, 
Kauai, in 1988. He sent a specimen of 
the plant to the late Dr. Harold St. John, 
a botanist who was affiliated with the 
Bishop Museum herbarium. St. John 
described the plant a9 a new species 
and named it in Hobdy’s honor (St. John 
1971). This population is believed to 
comprise between 250 and 300 plants 
(Hawaiian Heritage Program (HHP) 
199la). In 1982. a population of about 
100 individuals of the species was’ 
discovered on the adjacent Kaaweikl 
ridge (HHP lsslb). A third population, 
estimated to be between 10 to 50 
individuals was discovered on a cliff 
face in Waiahuakua Valley in 1988 
(HHP 19sld). Today, only these three 
populations, estimated to comprise 
between 360 to 450 individuals, are 
known. All populations occur on State- 
owned land, on the island and county of 
Kauai, Hawaii. Two of the populations 
are in the Puu Ka Pele Forest Reserve, 
growing on the north-facing. nearly 
vertical rock outcrops near the summits 
of the adjacent Polihale and Kaaweiki 
ridgea The third population grows on a 
cliff face in Waiahuakua Valley, on the 
boundary between the Hono 0 Na Pali 
Natural Area Reserve and the Na Pali 
Coast State Park. approximately ten 
miles (16 kilometera) northeast of the 
other two populations. Three additional, 
unconfirmed observations, which may 
be of this species, have been reported. 
The observations were made from a 
distance with binoculars. The first 
observation was made by the State 
botanist during a survey of the Na Pali 
Coast in 1979. and was in the Nualolo- 
Aina Valley (HHP 19Qle). The 
population comprised about ten plants 
(Carolyn Corn. State Botanist, per9. 
comm.. 1990). The plants were not seen 
during a follow-up survey of the area 
five year9 later, and the observer stated 
that the species may be a good indicator 
plant for the presence of grazing animal9 
(C. Corn. pers. comm 1992). The second 
observation was that of a single plant on 
a cliff wall in Milolii Valley (HHP 1991~: 
C. Corn. pers. comm. 1990). The sighting 
was made during a botanical survey of 
the Na Pali Coast in 1980. and the plant 
was not seen during a subsequent 
survey in 1989 (C. Corn. pen. comm. 
1990). The third observation, made on 
March 6,lQQl. was of an estimated 30 to 

40 plants seen by binoculars on 
Haeleele Ridge. the ridge south of 
Polihale Ridge (Jqel Lau. HHP, pen. 
comm.. 19~11. The known populations 
and the unconfirmed sightings are all 
from the nearly vertical rock outcrop9 
on the Na Pali Coast of western Kauai. 
Hawaiian Islands. There are at teast two 
other specie9 of plants in this area that 
from a distance superficially resemble 
Wilkesia hobdyi. It is not kno&n how it 
was determined that the observations 
were of W. hobdyi. 

Wilkesia hobdyt’, a member of the 
sunflower family (Asteraceae). is a 
shrub about 2 feet (~MI centimeters (cm)) 
tall. which branches from the base. The 
tip of each branch bears a tuft of narrow 
leaves which are about 4h inch (in) (1.3 
cm) wide and about 3 to 6 in (7.5 to IS 
cm) long. The leaves, which are in 
whorls. are joined together into a short 
sheathing section at their bases. The 
flower heads are in cluster9 of about IO 
to 18 in (25 to 45 cm) long. Each head is 
cream colored and about % in (2 cm) in 
diameter (Carr 1982. ls90; St. John 197l). 

The greatest immediate threats to the 
survival of this species are habitat 
disturbance and browsing by feral goats. 
The goats browse on the plant and their 
activity in the area accelerate9 erosion 
and facilitates the encroachment of 
competing, naturalized plants. Although 
the low number of individuals and their 
restricted habitat could be considered a 
potential threat to the survival of the 
species, the plant appeam to have 
vigorous reproduction and should 
survive indefinitely if goats were 
eliminated from its habitat. A 
cooperative effort between Federal and 
State agencies is needed to protect the 
remaining plants and to provide for the 
species’ recovery, 

Federal action on this plant began as 
a result of section 12 of the Act. which 
directed the Secretary of the’ 
Smithsonian Institution to prepare a 
report on plants considered to be 
endangered, threatened. or extinct in the 
United States. This report. designated as 
House Document No. 94-51. was 
presented to Congress on January 9, 
1~~5. Wilkesia hobdyi was listed as 
“endangered” iir that document. On July 
1, 1975. the Service published a notice in 
the Federal Register (40 FR 27823) of it9 
acceptance of the Smithsonian report as 
a petition within the context of section 
4(c)(2) (now section 4(b)(3)) of the Act, 



and giving notia d itr w b 
review the rlohv d rhe pU tnu 
named &be&. Aa e result of t&t 
review, a JU 1& t!U&tk sariC8 
publisheda~dntkiokkF~ 
Re$&u(4lPRZ4523)to&ermine 
endangaed status p-nt to rectioa 4 
of the Ad for approximately 1.700 
vascrdar piant species in&ding 
WAkesi hohdji The bat d 1.700 plant 
tax8 wao 8SsormMed 011 lk bmi8 d 
cornnwnls and data receired by tk 
Smithsonian Institution end the Service 
in response to House Document No 94- 
51 and tk Ju!y X197$ FM R&a&x 
publication 

Generai comments received in 
reiatkm tu the 1976 p-81 are 
summ8rited in an April 26, I977I Federal 
Regisbr publication (43 FR X’909j. k~ 
1978. amendments to tk Act required 
that ail proposah over 2 pears old be 
withdrawn. A l-year grace period was 
given to propusah dre8dy over 2 years 
old. On December la 197% the service 
published e no&z in the PedemI 
R&star (44 FR X)798) tihdrawing the 
porrht of the June 26 2976. proposal 
tbaihacknotbeaIm8defiaeLaknxguith 
four otk pmposeb that tmd expired 
The Senice p&&&d m q&ted x&e 
of review for pkntn 0 December 15 
1980 (45 FR a2479b eDd sapruear P. 
1985 (5aFR3Qszs~hlbese!noki~ 
Wilhesia hc&+’ wus treuial aa l 
catwry I adidak km Fdezd Ittiily 
Cat~Stax8eretboscforrWthe 
Service hes on fib sdmtentll 
information cm biokq$4 rptDaeb&ty 
and threats to support mtiopl of 
listing prcpaak 

Section 4[b){3#R) of ?k Act requhe 
t!LesecMarySeactargbf~al 
certainpashtgpetftim*SZ 
montha of thek RcLipL W dbnl) d 
the 1982 Amendments furtbtz requks 
all petitions pending on October 13. 
1982, be treated as bating been newly 
submitted on that date. The fatter was 
the case for Wilkesia hobdyi kcauoe 
the Service had accepted the 1975 
Smithronian report as a petition. On 
October 13.1983. the Service folrad that 
the petitioned listing d Wiksiahohdyi 
was warranted but precMed by other 
pending listing actions. in accordm~c 
with section 4(b)(~)(B)(iiii ofthe Act; 
notification of this finding was 
published on Jury 2O.1984 @9 FR 
2485). Snch a fading requirea the 
petition to be recycled. pursuant to 
section 4(b)(31(q(iJ of tb4 Act. The 
finding was reviewed in October of 
1984,1985,1986,1987, and 1988. 

On October 2.1989. the Service 
published in the Federal Register (54 FR 
40444) a proposal to list Wilkesia 
hobdyi as endangered. This proposal 

was based m o m 
supplied by a status report and a 
monograph of the Hawaiian tar-weed 
corrpk by Geddarrr, kdorlnatian 
from tk !Ss uf fk Ha- Herfrege 
Program. end obsermtkms by botmws. 
The Service nuw deferminer WiLkesk 
hobctyi to be endangered with tk 
public&xx of this rtrhz 

V” 
In Ck ocrutm 2.l9w. fJrvpmed & 

(54 FR 40444) end waodaied 
notifieafiotts, a!1 intensted parties were 
requested to eobrnit factaal nqwrm or 
informetiow rekvant to a final Ming 
decision. The p&ic cwwnent perod 
ended on hemkr 2,1988. Appropriate 
State agencies. culmfy gcw-fr, 
Federel sgencieh scicieniific 
orgenizaticma and orhn Meresti 
partie were amtacted end requesied to 
comment. A ncrrtpeper notke imri6ng 
pubkoornm4ntwa8p&isiledin~ 
Garden Idend- on OctobeT 2% 1sBR 
Fo- Ictters d colMDenlinclafing 
onefroo,aFederalagency,dPEefrom 
State egmcier m hmra 
oqnnizatioo* ad three from 
indiSPnrtnaireddar8 
discuued below. A pablic besr@ wm 
requertcd by Mr. RaJ@ DaeMer aa 
Ncmrnber1~~08.OnJ~9.lgeQ 
theSen&ejmbU&anatiar(WPR 
761)extm&43tbebpitiol-t 
period to Fcbruarg 5. IgeD. to 
a.ammdet8?ile~pobIic 
hesrisgw&&ntobcMdBrLibw. 
Ka~jmmary~2Stl@.DwODadd 
inecbtdpkhtk*wtk 
dateofikmbtk@ti 
January 2& b Fw 23, & 
exfeddtbcamweni jKsiodbB&Irh 
5,lQmThirItotbu8s~dint& 
FederalR~(56FR~l)op~ 
25,lSXLAWWSppSno(iCO 
anno~&ep&khea~8ndtk 
exkmeimdkh CommmzpperjOdwu 
publ.iahtdirTbeGordcsl&and”on 
FM%lsOQMpcopic 
atim&dfkpuMche~eix 

e-d ‘r; heir 
testimoayisincLdcdintberoUowi.ng 

~~ackDowiedged 
receiptdtbepropo8edmlebbbthad~ 
comMe.nt%oftberem&ingllletter&Q 
supparted the Iidiq of Wilkesk and 2 
opposed it. Add&x& infannticm 
included in th Lattera bar beep 
incorporated iDto this final r&. 
Ccunmcnlo ofaindar content won 
grouped into a number of genera1 issues 
for discussion. These issues and the 
Service’s response to each are discussed 
below. 

Issue I: Number of populations: TWO 
respondents stated that more 

population8 of WiIkes# TV&+ cw 
than were discussed in the aopad 
rule,andtkttkf8i80~~itJ 
that more or perhaps many more 
populations await discovery. The 
propased mle indicated that oe two 
populationa of the epedes were known, 
those of Polihale and the adjacent 
KaaweM Ridges. 

SNViCt?Reopanoe:~tktiEW~ 
proposed rule was writfen, only two 
populations of the dwarf ilieu were 
known: however, a third population 
comprising 10 to 50 plants vu 
subsequently discovered in Waiahuakaa 
Valky(HHP1901d),and* 
additional, m Atiorr, 
wbicbulaykdrbb~kuebew 
reported. AU oft& okrvaticatr were 
made from a distance with binoculars. 
This inform&on ks been inchided h 
this final rule. One responder stated &at 
there probably were not many 
eddilionIt1 ttnkmmn popttIaliolw d the 
plant u& Lag jn li# W). The 
numbers of +te d popdotiaar d 
&is 8peciea b s*lIy lmakl fhel 
given its thne(r, it EUD& sM h 
conridered M 

Luue2Tbw3tby(pw*Two 
Tt?s~lm.inteiaed~~lbe 
Servia’r cbim lint the dwarf ibee b 
threatened by 8 farge vt pop&kicm ir 
errone- Tky nalr tbaf the goet 
popdatimhtbehbP&uemweslImch 
kigheraltkhpnaftbe~tknit 
isao+.andkbehrrvicrosroftkoma 
bygoatastthattimudidmotkdtotbe 
extirrdiomoftkdwarfilbrTbey 
furthereteteth8tIbagomts&dod 
out ilisrm~ aamrudfoodamiinfret 
maybe~le8ikyM~ 
ofthemboduadweedsp&atkt 
otbuwbe~wtI~dmmgEend 
competitiaa pOemU 

lckviceAespnrrrlnlk&ab 
DirPiaPdP~mdWUMe’a 
docorent”~en&mk~oftbe 
Hawaiian Islands” (St. John 1983). 
Wiikesia hohdyi im identified aa 
endangered and feral grazing animalr 
areiistedastmedtkthreatatotk 
speda hrtkr, rk State boea&t 
obsewed e population ofabcmt ti 
plants in Nna)olo-Airta Vafby during 8 
SUlVegdtlXNltPdIChBtiQ2glg:fk 
plants were noe 8ccR d&?g# Mow-up 
survey of tk unza ffw yean later, and 
thebotankbelisrakitbe~ 
maybeagoad80odtorploatforti 
presenceoff*[C Conr. 
pers. comm. 1992). The Hawaii pfoat 
Conservation Center (HPCC) accession 
data also identifies the activities of feral 
goats to be a major threat to this 
species, and states that, on one 
occasion, 30 goats were seen in the area 
of the Polihale population of W. hobdyi 



(HP(=C 1-F. Based OR meelings with. 
and i-h prwided by several 
botanists in Hawaii in June 1W the 
Center for aant coruerVa?iOn (CPC) ha3 
identS& W. h&fyi as 8 pfiuity B 
species.. which means ha1 it cu& 
posslbty ga extinct in the wiB witfrin the 
nest 16 years. The Center ah0 identified 
t cry heavy vt predation as a threat to 
It’. :+obdyi (CPC IWO\. Nine of the 
ie:!ers cd cammen or orat Wstimorry 
gl yen at the public hearing address fhe 
goat problem: all contain information 
that indicates that goats are the major 
threat to Ihis plant. FM example, Gerald 
Can. a botanist at the University d 
tiawaii and an authority on the genus, 
states in hisletter of comment that he 
has visited the PolihaFe population of 
!be dwarf iEau on a number of occasions 
and has noted damage to the dwarf iliau 
from goats grazing et the site. He stated 
that dwiing a visit to the poptrlation on 
Kaaweiki Ridge in 1985, virtna#y every 
pLnt he saw of the &wwf iliau was 
severely damaged bygwt grazing. 
h?uijarie Zkgtm OF the Sierra Club Legal 
Defense Fund. Jnc., identified go& 
browsing as 8 maj0r threat to the 
species in her titer uf commeti. and 
noted that goat activity irr some portions 
of the plant’s habitat has increased 
because of a recent Z-year period of 
c!osed hunting seasons for goats on 
mcst pablk lands on Kauai Her letter. 
along tirh several athen. cited lbe 
impow ofgoat -ties other than 
browsing as E t&at to tJte spccier. 
T?arnpkng &goats. tOr example. 
lomenu sai1 and rocks causing erosion 
of the h&tat, a major threat to this 
species. These actiritier also errhance 
:he encroachment of competing. 
naturalized ph*s. Plants suck as 
mdumes grass (Melimrs mincrtifhru) 
compele wilt3 Willram h&$-i for 
space, water. srtd nutrients, and afr 8 
potential fire hazard. 

Issue 3: State regulations: Concern 
I% as expressed by three individuals 
during their testimony that state 
regulations might make the propagation 
or cultivation of MGkesia more diEcult 
if IL were listed aa endangered State 
regulatims prohibit possessing 
endangered pianbs or collecking their 
propagules. Permits to collect or possess 
endangered pIants may be id by the 
state to enhance the propagsttion op 
survival of the species. but it is &fficult 
and burdensome to obtain these permits. 

Service Response: Hawaii 
Xdn-inistration Rules 13-124-4&) allmus 
for “Permits to l l l possess l l l any 
endangered w threat& species of 
wildlife or plants” to be issued “to 
enhance the propagation M wrviual of 
the species.” If it is felt that fhe State 

pen-nit requtits af-e 60 slringent as 
to be detimti to the propagefion or 
survival of t!W species. &en perhaps the 
State may need to reassess its p&i 
and consider amending it. The Service 
believes that existig State pof+ck 
shouti net deiay nor prevent the 
protection that Ming w&d convey. 

hue 4: Two responds emmmged 
the Service to designate critical habitat 
for the species. 

Service Response: As discussed in the 
“Critical: Habitat” section d this rule. 
critic-al habitat is not being designated 
at this time as such a determination 
wculd result in no known benefit and 
may be detrimental to the species. The 
pubRcafion of descriptions and maps 
required wften cciticd habitat is 
designated would increase the degree of 
threats to this plant from fake or 
vandalism and, therefore, could 
conttibnte to its decline and increase 
enforcemt pmbrems. The listing of a 
species as endangered ptrbficizes the 
rarity of the p&t ad thus, can make it 
more desirable to nsearchers. curiosity 
seekers, or co!lecturs of rare p?arrts. 
Although only a few plants are 
aecessMe to humans because of the 
ruggedness of the tenairt, human 
activity at the edges of the cliffs contd 
dislodge rocks or soil which cotM 
damage the @ants below. 
Summary of Factors AEfecting the 
Specie8 

After a thtnwgh r&ew and 
considerulion of un informfttion 
avail&&, the Service has determined 
that Wilkesiu.h&+yi shoukJ be 
clati!?ed ee en endawed qnxies. 
Procedures hrd at s&ion 4 d the Act 
(16 U.S.C. 1533) and regda?ifJrrs (50 CFR 
part 4%) prom@&& to implement the 
listing pru44swnS of the Act were 
foLlowed. A species may be detwmined 
to be an en&e or &ream& 
spe&sdaetooneorrnoreoftheEve 
facM descrt%ed in sect&2 4(a#1). T?re 
five tac&s and their mtion to 
Wilkesiu ho&$+ SC. .John (dwarf ilien) 
are m foRuws: 
A. The Present or Threatened 
Destruction, Mbd~fkc-tion. or 
Curtailmen; of& Habitat or Range 

The h&let of WiLkes& i-s subject to 
dis?urbasce by fera1 goets. The l-r@. 
steep ocean cliffs on which the plant 
grows have always been sab@ct to 
erosion by wind and water. How-r, 
the a&vi-t-y of the goals on the nanvw 
cliff ledges, wkicb has rest&& in the 
destruction of the nataral vegetation, 
dislodged stones, and loosened the so9 
has acce&ated the rate of erosion and 
allowed the ingression of aggressive 
weedy species such as molasses grass. 

This non-nativt. natara?ized vegetation 
competes tith W17kesfb fur spact. 
Water, and nntimb. ad is l pocmtial 
fire ha&. eqeda& w the h 
seasm 
E. Overutihwtion fur Commercial, 
Recreaiionai. ScienC$c. or Educational 
Purposes 

Not known b be a Eactar. 

C. Disease or fiedation 

Browsing br kni goats probably k 
the great& present threat to this 
species. Large herds of feral guak 
inhabit the cf-iffo irpon which the MS 
grow and are responsible for tiuch 
damage btih tkmugh their pre&#on on 
the @ant and the amccnniian? babifet 
disturbance which favors the 
introduction and spread d exotic 
vegetatioa. and an increase in erosion. 
The large guut her& resd’t from specific 
game management practices akaed at 
maintairring high goat population leveb 
for hunting. 
D. The Ihadequocy ofExisting 
Regldatory Mechanisms 

Wilkesia hobdyi grows within the 
boundaries of the state-owned Ptt~ La 
Pele and Ns Paii Kana Forest Reserves, 
and in the Hono 0 I% WE Natnral Area 
Reserve. Selc regdelims p&bit the 
removal, c%estmctim. or damage of 
plants found on these State ran&. 
However, these regulations are difficuh 
to enforce due to limited person& 
Hawaii’s Endangered Species Act &IRS, 
sect. l-(a)) states that “Any species 
of aquatic Ii&. wildlife or land pfant that 
has bem determined to be m! 
endangered species pmsuunt to the 
(Federal) Endangered w Act sheff 
be deemed to be ttn endtnqeru? s~e&s 
under the pr&&onv of this chapter 
l l “‘F&ret, drestett lnaJente.=r 
into mts * Ftderaf agencies 
to administer and manage atq urea 
required for the eomerrratiorr, 
managemerrt, m)rammexrt. 07 
pratectim of endangered species [sect. 
195D+c]]. Funds for these activitim 
could be mecte mailable under section 6 
of the Pedef81 Ad (Shbte Coaperstive 
hgreemmts). Listing cd this plant 
therefon reinfarces arid sappiemmts 
the protedmn avaihblt to the species 
under SIak law. 7% Fede4 Act also 
offers addifi~a1 p&e&cm ti the 
species, because ftisaviakr?fonuftke 
Act for any person lo rem-, cti, &g 
up, damage, a tJeshpr an endmrgered 
plant irt a22 are8 not under kferrtl 
jurisdieti in kmwing vio?ution cd any 
State h9w or regulation 0T in the cowse 
of any vk&ation of 8 9afe crimirta! 
trespass law. 
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E. Other Natuml or Manmade Factors 
Affecting Its Continued Existence 

The small number of extant plants, 
and their restricted distribution makes 
Wilkesia hobdyi more vulnerable to 
certain threats. A single man-caused or 
natural environmental disturbance could 
destroy a significant percentage of the 
known individuals or populations of the 
species. The limited gene pool and 
reduced genetic variability resulting 
from the small population size may 
result in depressed reproductive vigor. 
although the plant appears to be 
adequately reproducing itself. 

The Service has carefully assessed the 
best scientific and commercial 
information available regarding the past, 
present. and future threats faced by this 
species in determining to make this rule 
final. Based on this evaluation, the 
preferred action is to list Wilkesia 
hobdyi as endangered. Only about Qoo 
individuals remain in the wild. and 
these face threats from browsing and 
habitat degradation by feral goats; 
erosion; competition from encroaching 
naturalized, non-native plants: and the 
potential threat from fires. Because this 
taxon is in danger of extinction 
throughout all or a significant portion of 
its range, it fits the definition of 
endangered as defined by the Act. 
Critical habitat is not being designated 
for this species for reasons discussed in 
the “Critical Habitat” section of this 
rule. 
Critical Habitat 

Section 4(a)(3) of the Act, as amended, 
requires that to the maximum extent 
prudent and determinable, the Secretary 
designate critical habitat at the time the 
species is determined to be endangered 
or threatened. The Service finds that 
designation of critical habitat for 
Wilkesia hobdyi is not presently 
prudent. Such a determination would 
result in no known benefit and may be 
detrimental to the species. All 
production are on State land, and, due to 
the cliff terrain on which it grows, all 
but a few individual plants are 
inaccessible to man. The State has been 
notified of the location and importance 
of protecting this species’ habitat. The 
publication of description and maps 
required when critical habitat is 
designated would increase the degree of 
threats to this plant from take or 
vandalism and, therefore, could 
contribute to its decline and increase 
enforcement problems. The listing of a 
species as endangered publicizes the 
rarity of the plant and, thus, can make it 
more desirable to researcher+. curiosity 
seekers, or collectors of rare plants. 
Although only a few plants are 

accessible to humans because of the 
ruggedness of the terrain, human 
activity at the edges of the cliffs could 
dislodge rocks or soil which could 
damage the plants below. protection of 
this species’ habitat will be addressed 
through the recovery process. Therefore. 
the Service finds that designation of 
critical habitat for Wilkesia hobdyi is 
not prudent at this time. because such 
designation would increase the degree 
of threat from vandalism. collecting. or 
other human activities and because it is 
unlikely to aid in the conservation of 
this species. 
Available Conservation Measures 

Conservation measures provided to 
species listed as endangered or 
threatened under the Act include 
recognition, recovery actions, 
requirements for Federal protection. and 
prohibitions against certain activities. 
Recognition through listing encourages 
and results in conservation actions by 
Federal, State, and private agencies, 
groups, and individuals. The Act 
provides for possible land acquisition 
and cooperation with the States, and 
requires that recovery actions be carried 
out for all listed species. The protection 
required of Federal agencies and the 
prohibitions against certain activities 
involving listed plants are discussed, in 
part, below: 

Section 7(a) of the Act, as amended, 
requires Federal agencies to evaluate 
their actions with respect to any species 
that is proposed or listed as endangered 
or threatened, and with respect to its 
critical habitat, if any is being 
designated. Regulations implementing 
this interagency cooperation provision 
of the Act are codified at 50 CFR part 
402. Section 7(a)(2) of the Act requires 
Federal agencies to insure that activities 
they authorize, fund, or carry out are not 
likely to jeopardize the continued 
existence of such a species or to destroy 
or adversely modify its critical habitat. 
If a Federal action may affect a listed 
species or its critical habitat, the 
responsible Federal agency must enter 
into formal consultation with the 
Service. No Federal involvement with 
Wilkesia hobdyi is anticipated. 

The Act and its implementing 
regulations found at 50 CFR 17.61, 17.62. 
and 17.83 for endangered plant species 
set forth a series of general prohibitions 
and exceptions that apply to all 
endangered plants. With respect to 
Wilkesia hobdyi all trade prohibitions 
of section 9(a)(2) of the Act, 
implemented by SO CF’R 17.61 apply. 
These prohibitions, in part, make it 
illegal for any person subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States to 
import or export; transport in interstate 

or foreign commerce in the course of a 
commercial activity; sell or offer for sale 
this species in interstate or foreign 
commerce; or to remove and reduce to 
possession any such species from areas 
under Federal jurisdiction; maliciously 
damage or destroy any such species on 
any area under Federal jurisdiction: or 
remove, cut. dig up, damage or destroy 
listed plants on any other area in 
knowing violation of any State law or 
regulation or in the course of any 
violation of a State criminal trespass 
law. Certain exceptions apply to agents 
of the Service and State conservation 
agencies. The Act and 50 CFR 17.62 and 
17.63 also provide for the issuance of 
permits to carry out otherwise 
prohibited activities involving 
endangered plant species under certain 
circumstances. It is anticipated that few, 
if any, trade permits would ever be 
sought or issued because the species is 
not common in cultivation nor in the 
wild. Requests for copies of the 
regulations on plants and inquiries 
regarding them may be addressed to the 
Office of Management Authority, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 4401 North 
Fairfax Drive, room 432~ARLSQ, 
Arlington. Virginia 222033507 (703/35B- 
2104, FAX 703/35%?2Bl). 

National Ewironmental Policy Act 
The Fish and Wildlife Service has 

determined that an Environmental 
Assessment or Environmental Impact 
Statement, as defined under the 
authority of the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969, need not be prepared 
in connection with regulations adopted 
pursuant to section 4(a) of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended. A notice outlining the 
Service’s reasons for this determination 
was published in the Federal Register on 
October 25,1983 (48 FR 49244). 
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List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 17 

Regulati, is k&y amended as sei 
forth bdaw: 

1. The at&mrity citation for part 17 
contmues to read as fuUowf3: 

Ado&y: 16 USC 1%1-l&P: 16 USC. 
1531-1544; I.8 u.sc 4201-4145; public Law 
W-62.5. DXI Stat 35~1. unless othcrnrise noted 

Endangered and Threatened Plants: 

2. Ansend 0 I7.lah) adding the 
follotig. in eIphabeticai order under 
the famihr Asteraceac. to the List of 

Exports.kporta, Reporting and 
Endaaered axed thretxtened species. 

recordkeeping requirements. and 
Transportation. 

3 17.12 Endmgwd and ttxeatened 
plants 
. . . 0 . 

second HawaIIan species. Occas. Pap. Ek P. 
Bishoo Museum ?4181:127-138. 

PART t7+AIywDEDl 

St. John’(C.A. Cum, a&.). ~981. Rare endemrc AccordkgIy, part 17. subchapter B of 
pidnts of the Hawaiian Islands. Hawaii. chapter L title 50 of the Code of Federal 
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kceraceae-kbiu famdy . . . . , . . 
bV&ma hub@ Dwati ~hau US.A (l-41). ._. ._._ .., E 472 #A t4A&?2 
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