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Dated: June 7, ig8a
Susan Recce Lamson,
ActingAssistantSecretaryfor Fish, Wildlife
andPorks.
[FR Doc. 89—17594Filed 7—28—89; 8:45 am]
BIWNG COCE 4310-55-U

50 CFR Part 17

fIN 1018-AB31

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Proposed Endangered
Status for Ottoschulzla rhodoxylon
(Palo de Rosa)

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Proposedrule.

SUMMARY: TheServiceproposesto
determineOttoschulziarhodoxylon
(paloderosa)to beanendangered
speciespursuantto theEndangered
SpeciesAct (Act) of 1973, asamended.
Ottoschuiziarhodoxylonis aplant that
is endemicto PuertoRico and
Hispaniola.In PuertoRico it is foundin
the limestonehills of thenorthcoast,on
limestone-derivedsoilsof thesouth
coast,andon theserpentinesoilsof the
westernmountains.Only nine
individualsareknown to existin these
threeareas.The speciesis threatened
by deforestationdue to the expansionof
residentialandindustrial areasandits
extremelylow populationsize.This
proposal,if madefinal, would extend
the Federalprotectionandrecovery
provisionsaffordedby theAct to
Ottoschulziarhodoxylon.TheService
seeksdataandcommentsfrom the
public on this proposal.
DATES: Commentsfrom all interested
partiesmustbereceivedby September
25, 1989. Publichearingrequestsmust be
receivedby September11. 1989.
ADDRESSES: Comments andmaterials,
andrequestsfor publichearing
concerningthis proposalshouldbesent
to theField Supervisor,CaribbeanField
Office, U.S. FishandWildlife Service,
P.O.Box 491, Eoquerón,PuertoRico
00622.Commentsandmaterialsreceived
will beavailablefor public inspection,
by appointment,at this office during
normal businesshours,andatthe

Service’sSoutheastRegionalOffice,
Suite1282,75 SpringStreet,SW.,
Atlanta,Georgia30303.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATiON CONTACT
Ms. SusanSilanderat theCaribbean
Field Office address(809/851—7297)or
Mr. TomTurnipseedat theAtlanta
RegionalOffice address(404/331—3583
or FTS242—3583).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Ottoschu/ziorhodoxylon(palode
rosa)wasfirst collectedby Leopold
Krug nearMayaguez,PuertoRico, in
1876andwasdescribedin 1908.This
WestIndiangenusof only 3 specieswas
dedicatedto OttoEugenSchulz,a
Germanbotanist(Liogier andMartorell
1982).Todaythespeciesis knownfrom
onelocality in thelimestonehill areaon
thenorthcoastnearBayamónandin
severalsites in theGuánica
CommonwealthForest,adry limestone
foreston thesouthcoast.Oneindividual
hasrecentlybeenreportedfrom the
MaricaoCommonwealthForest(G.
Proctor,PuertoRicoDepartmentof
NaturalResources,personal
communication).Urban,residential,and
industrialexpansionhasgreatlyreduced
forestedareain all threeof these
localities.Theinformationavailable
indicatesthat thespeciesis alsorarein
theDominicanRepublic(Little eta).
1974,G. Proctor,personal
communication).

Ottoschulziarhodoxylonis asmall
evergreentreethathasbeenreportedto
reach12 to 15 feet(4 to 5meters)in
height.Theleavesarealternate,
glabrous,andelliptic to ovate.Theyare
from 2 to 31/s inches(5 to 9 centimeters)
long and1¼to 2¼inches(3 to 6
centimeters)wide,roundedorblunt at
theapexandthebase,entire, thick,and
leathery.Flowershavenot been
observed,but fruits haverecentlybeen
describedasaone-seededdrupewith a
thin pericarp(G. Proctorpersonal
communication).Flowersin this genus
atebisexual,solitary or in clustersat
theleafbases,andcomposedof a
tubularcorollawith 5 lobes(Little et a).
1974).As indicatedby both thecommon
nameandspecificname,theheartwood

is reddishandsuitablefor articlesof
turnery.

OnthenorthcoastOttoschulzia
rhodoxy/onis foundin semi-evergreen,
seasonalforestsat anelevationof
approximately325 feet (100meters)in
the limestonehills of Bayamón,to the
westof theSanJuanmetropolitanarea.
Onthesouthcoastit occursin low
elevation,semi-deciduous,dryforest on
limestone.Oneindividual is foundalong
a dry streambed,which carrieswater
only duringperiodictorrentialrains.All
knownsouthcoastindividualsoccur
within theGuánicaCommonwealth
Forest.In Maricao it is foundon
serpentinesoils in lowermontane,semi-
evergreenforestat an elevationof
approximately1,960 feet(600meters).
Theseserpentineoutcropsand
serpentinaceoussoils contributeto a
high floristic diversity andendemism.

Deforestationfor agriculture,grazing,
charcoalproduction,andurbanand
industrial developmenthashada
significanteffecton thenativeflora of
PuertoRico. Muchof theremaining
forest consistsof secondarygrowth.
Individual treesof Ottoschulzia
rhodoxylonareknownto havebeenlost
to forest clearing.Theextremerarity of
thespeciesandtheapparentirregularity
of flower andfruit productionmakethe
speciesextremelyvulnerableto theloss
of anyoneindividual.

Ottoschuiziarhodoxylonwas
recommendedfor Federallistingby the
SmithsonianInstitution (Ayensuand
DeFilipps 1978).Thespecieswas
includedamongtheplantsbeing
consideredasendangeredorthreatened
speciesby theService,aspublishedin
theFederalRegister(45 FR 82480)dated
December15, 1980; theNovember28,
1983, update(48FR 53680)of the1980
notice; andtheSeptember27,1985,
revisednotice(50FR 39526).Thespecies
wasdesignatedcategory1 (speciesfor
which theServicehassubstantial
information supportingthe
appropriatenessof proposingto list
themasendangeredor threatened)in
eachof thethreenr)tices.

In anoticepublishedin theFederal
Registeron February15, 1983 (48l’R
6752),the Servicereportedtheearlier
acceptanceof thenewtaxain the
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Smithsonian’s1978book asunder
petitionwithin thecontextof Section
4(b)(3)(A) of theAct, asamendedin
1982.The Servicesubsequentlyfoundin
eachOctoberof 1983 through1988that
listing Ottoschulziarhadoxylonwas
warrantedbutprecludedby other
pendinglistingactionsof a higher
priority, andthatadditionaldataon
vulnerabilityandthreatswerestill being
gathered.Thisproposedruleconstitutes
thefinal finding in accordancewith
section4(b)(3)(B)(iii) of theAct.

Summaryof FactorsAffecting the
Species

Section4(a)(1)oftheEndangered
SpeciesAct (16U.S.C.1531 et seq.)and
regulations(50 CFR Part424)
promulgatedto implementthelisting
provisionsof theActsetforth the
proceduresfor addingspeciesto the
Federallists.A speciesmaybe
determinedto be endangeredor
threateneddueto oneormore of thefive
factorsdescribedin section4(a)(1).
Thesefactorsandtheir applicationto
Ottoschulziarhodoxylon(Urban)Urban
(paloderosa)areasfollows:

A. Thepresentor threatened
destruction,modification,or curtailment
of its habitator range.Muchof the
islandof PuertoRicohasbeen
deforested,and todayall of theknown
sitesfor Ottoschulziarhodoxylonare
found in areasof secondaryforests.The
northcoastsite lies just to thewestof
theSanJuanmetropolitanarea,anarea
which is beingrapidly developed.
Undiscoveredindividualsin this area
arelikely to bedestroyedbeforebeing
discovered.Remainingindividualson
thesouthwesterncoastarefoundwithin
the GuánicaCommonwealthForest,but
they arefoundin sitessuchas dry
streambedsandroadsides,whichmay
bevulnerableto forestmanagement
practicesthat do not takethe species
into consideration.

B. Overutilizationfor commercial,
recreational,scientific,or educational
purposes.Takingfor thesepurposeshas
notbeena documentedfactor in the
declineofthis species.

C. Diseaseor predation.Diseaseand
predationhavenot beendocumentedas
factorsin thedeclineof this species.

D. Theinadequacyof existing
regulatorymechanism.The
Commonwealthof PuertoRicohas
adopteda regulationthatrecognizesand
providesprotectionforcertain
Commonwealthlisted species.However,
Ottoschulziarhodoxylonisnotyet on
theCommonwealthlist. Federallisting
would provideinterimprotectionand,if
thespeciesis ultimatelyplacedon the
Commonwealthlist, enhanceits

protectionandpossibilitiesfor funding
neededresearch.

E. Othernaturalor manmadefactors
affectingits continuedexistence.
Ottoschulziarhodoxylonis limited in its
distribution.Only nine individualsare
knownto occurin PuertoRico. The
fruits of this specieswereonlyrecently
describedandarerarelyobserved.
Flowershavenotyet beendescribed.
Thelocation of someindividualsalong
streambedsmakesthemvulnerableto
naturaldisturbancessuchas flash-
flooding.Becausesofew individualsare
known to occur,therisk of extinctionis
extremelyhigh.

TheServicehascarefullyassessedthe
bestscientificandcommercial
informationavailableregardingthepast,
present,and future threatsfacedby this
speciesin determiningtoproposethis
rule. Basedon this evaluation,the
preferredactionis to list Ottoschuizia
rhodoxylonasendangered.Only nine
individuals in threeareasareknown to
occurandno seedlingshavebeen
observed.Therefore,endangeredrather
thanthreatenedstatusseemsan
accurateassessmentof thespecies’
condition.Thereasonsfor notproposing
critical habitatfor this speciesare
discussedbelowin the“Critical
Habitat” section.

Critical Habitat
Section4(a)(3)of theAct, asamended,

requiresthat to themaximumextent
prudentanddeterminable,the Secretary
designateanyhabitatof a specieswhich
is consideredto becritical habitatat the
time thespeciesis determinedto be
endangeredorthreatened.TheService
finds thatdesignationof critical habitat
is notprudentfor this speciesat this
time. Thenumberof individualsof
Ottoschulziarhodoxylonis sufficiently
smallthatvandalismcouldseriously
affectthesurvival of thespecies.
Publicationof critical habitat
descriptionsandmapsin theFederal
Registerwould increasethe likelihood
of suchactivities.TheServicebelieves
thatFederalinvolvementin theareas
wherethisplantoccurscan beidentified
withoutthe designationof critical
habitat.All involved partiesand
landownershavebeennotifiedof the
locationandimportanceof protecting
this species’habitat.Protectionof this
species’habitatwill alsobe addressed
throughtherecoveryandthesection7
processesof theAct.

AvailableConservationMeasures
Conservationmeasuresprovidedto

specieslistedas endangeredor
threatenedundertheEndangered
SpeciesAct includerecognition,
recoveryactions,requirementsfor

Federalprotection,andprohibitions
againstcertainpractices.Recognition
throughlisting encouragesandresultsin
conservationactionsby Federal.
Commonwealth,andprivateagencies,
groups,andindividuals.The
EndangeredSpeciesAct providesfor
possibleland acquisitionand
cooperationwith theCommonwealth,
andrequiresthat recoveryactionsbe
carriedout for all listedspecies.Such
actionsareinitiatedby theService
following listing.Theprotectionrequired
of Federalagenciesand theprohibitions
againsttakingarediscussed,in part,
below.

Section7(a) of theAct, asamended,
requiresFederalagenciesto evaluate
their actionswith respectto any species
that is proposedor listedas endangered
or threatenedandwith respectto its
critical habitat,if anyis being
designated.Regulationsimplementing
this interagencycooperationprovision
of theAct arecodifiedat 50 CFR Part
402.Section7(a)(4) requiresFederal
agenciesto conferinformallywith the
Serviceon anyactionthat is likely to
jeopardizethecontinuedexistenceof a
proposedspeciesorresultin a
destructionoradversemodificationof
proposedcritical habitat.If a speciesis
subsequentlylisted, section7(a)(2)
requiresFederalagenciesto ensurethat
activities they authorize,fund, or carry
outarenot likely 1~jeopardizethe
continuedexistenceof suchaspeciesor
to destroyoradverselymodify its
critical habitat.If aFederalactionmay
affecta listed speciesor its critical
habitat,theresponsibleFederalagency
mustenterinto formal consultationwith
theService.No critical habitatis being
proposedfor Ottoschulziarhodoxylon,
as discussedabove.Federal
involvementis notexpectedwherethe
speciesisknownto occur.

TheAct and its implementing
regulationsfoundat 50 CFR17.61, 17.62,
and17.63 setforth a seriesof general
tradeprohibitionsandexceptionsthat
apply to all endangeredplants.All trade
prohibitionsof section9(a)(2)of theAct,
implementedby 50 CFR 17.61,would
apply.Theseprohibitions,in part,make
it illegal for anypersonsubjectto the
jurisdiction of theUnited Statesto
import or exportanyendangeredplant,
transportit in interstateor foreign
commercein thecourseof a commercial
activity, sell or offer it for salein
interstateorforeigncommerce,or
removeit from areasunderFederal
jurisdiction andreduceit to possession.
In addition,for listedplantsthe1988
amendments(Pub.L. 100—478)to theAct
prohibit their malicious damageor
destructionon Federallands,andtheir
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removal,cutting, diggingup, damageor
destructionin knowingviolation of any
State(Commonwealth)law or
regulation,includingState
(Commonwealth)criminal trespasslaw.
Certainexceptionscanapplyto agents
of theServiceandCommonwealth
conservationagencies.TheAct and50
CFR 17.02and17.63alsoprovidefor the
issuanceof permitsto carryout
otherwiseprohibitedactivities involving
endangeredspeciesundercertain
circumstances.It is anticipatedthat few
tradepermitsforOttoschulzia
rhodoxylonwill everbe soughtor
issued,sincethespeciesisnotknown to
bein cultivationandin uncommonin the
wild. Requestsfor copiesof the
regulationson plantsandinquiries
regardingthemmaybeaddressedto the
Office ofManagementAuthority, U.S.
Fish andWildlife Service(424ARLSQ),
Washington,DC 21)240;703/358—
2104.

Public CommentsSolicited

The Serviceintendsthatanyfinal
actionresultingfrom this proposalwill
beas accurateandas effectiveas
possible.Therefore,anycommentsor
snggestionsfrom thepublic, other
concernedgovernmentalagencies,the
snientiflc community,industry,orany
otherinterestedpartyconcerningany
aspectof this proposedrulearehereby
solicited.Commentsparticularlyare
soughtconcerning:

(~)Biological,commercialtrade,or
otherrelevantdataconcerningany
threat(or lack thereof)to Ottoschulzia
rhodoxylon;

(2) The locationof any additional
populationsof Ottoschulziarhodoxylon,
endth3 reasonswhy anyhabitatshould
or shouldnot be determinedto be

critical habitatasprovidedby section4
of theAct;

(3) AdditionalInformationconcerning
therangeanddistributionof this
species;and

(4) Currentor plannedactivitiesin the
subjectareasandtheir possibleimpacts
on Ottoschulziathodoxylon.

Finalpromulgationof theregulation
on Ottoschulziarhodoxylonwill take
into considerationthecommentsand
anyadditionalInformationreceivedby
theService,andsuchcommunications
may leadto adoption of a final
regulationthatdiffers from this
proposal.

TheEndangeredSpeciesAct provides
fora public hearingon thisproposal,if
requested.Requestsmustbefiled within
45 daysof theproposal.Such requests
mustbemadein writing andaddressed
to theField Supervisor,CaribbeanField
Office, U.S.FishandWildlife Service,
P.O.Box 491, Boquerón,PuertoRico
00622.

NationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct
TheFishandWildlife Servicehas

determinedthatanEnvironmental
Assessment,asdefinedunderthe
authorityof theNationalEnvironmental
Policy Act of 1969, neednotbeprepared
in connectionwith regulationsadopted
pursuantto section4(a) of the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973, as
amended.A noticeoutlining the
Service’sreasonsfor this determination
waspublishedin theFederalRegisteron
October25, 1983 (48 FR 49244).
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List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17
Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife.

Fish,Marinemammals.Plants
(agriculture).

ProposedRegulationPromulgation

Accordingly, it is herebyproposedto
amendPart17. SubchapterB of Chapter
I, Title 50of theCodeof Federal
Regulations,assetforth below:

PART 17—EAMENDED]

1. Theauthoritycitation for Part17
continuesto readas follows:

Authority:Pub.L 93—205,87Stat.884; Pub.
L. 94—359,90 Stat.911; Pub.L. 95—632,92Stat.
3751; Pub. L 96—159.93 Stat. 1225;Pub.L 97—
304, 96Stat.1411; Pub. L 100—478,102 Stat.
2306; Pub.L 100—653,102 Stat.3825 (16U.S.C.
1531 etseq.):Pub.L. 99—625, 100Stat.3500,
unlessotherwisenoted.

2. It is proposedto amend§ 17.12(h)
by addingthefollowing, in alphabetical
orderunderlcacinaceae,to theList of
EndangeredandThreatenedPlants:

§ 17.12 Endangeredand threatened
plants.
* * * * *

(h) * * *

Dated:June0, 1989.
BeckyNortonDunlop.
AssistantSecretaryfarFishandWildlifeand
Parks.
[FR Doc. 89—17596Filed 7—26-89 8.45 amj
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Species
Historic range Status ~i

riticaabitat ruScientificname Commonname

Lcacinaceae—lcacinafamily:
Ottoschuiziamodoxylon Palo de rosa..~.... - ... U.S.A. (PR), Dominican Republic E ....... ........ NA NA
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