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Washington, DC 20554. In addition to
filing commentswith the FCC~
interestedpartiesshouldservethe
petitioner,as follows: ChrisSarros,3815
Northfield Avenue,Kingman,Arizona
86401.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
NancyJoyner,MassMediaBureau,(202)
634—6530.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
synopsisof theCommission’sNoticeof
ProposedRule Making, MM DocketNo.
93—3ii, adoptedDecember7, 1993,and
releasedDecember28, 1993. Thefull
text of this Commissiondecisionis
availablefor inspectionarid copying
duringnormalbusinesshoursin the
FCC’sReferenceCenter(room239),
1919 M Street,NW,, Washington,DC.
Thecompletetext ofthis decisionmay
alsobepurchasedfrom the
Commission’scopycontractors,
InternationalTranscriptionService,
Inc., (202) 857—3800,2100M Street,
NW., Suite140,Washington,DC 20037.

Provisionsof theRegulatory
Flexibility Actof 1980do not applyto
this proceeding.

Membersof thepublic shouldnote
that from thetime aNotice ofProposed
Rule Making is issueduntil thematter
is no longersubjectto Commission
considerationor courtreview, all ex
partecontactsare prohibitedin
Commissionproceedings,suchasthis
one,which involve channelallotments.
See47 CFR 1.1204(b)for rules
governingpermissibleex partecontacts.

For informationregardingproper
filing proceduresfor comments,See47
CFR 1.415 and1.420.

List of Subjectsin 47 CFRPart73

Radiobroadcasting.
FederalCommunicationsCommission.
JohnA. Karousos,
ActingChief,AllocationsBranch,Policyand
RulesDivision,MassMediaBureau.
(FR Doc. 93—32041Filed 12—30—93;8:45 am]
BILUNG CODE ~712-O1-M

47 CFR Part 73
[MM Docket No. 93—314, RM—8396]

Radio Broadcasting Services; Cadiz
and Oak Grove, Kentucky

AGENCY: FederalCommunications
Commission.
ACTION: Proposedrule.

SUMMARY: This documentrequests
commentson a petitionby Ham
Broadcasting,Inc., licenseeof Station
WKDZ(FM), Channel292A, Cadiz,
Kentucky, seekingthesubstitutionof
Channel293C3for Channel292Aat

Cathz,Kentucky,andthe reallotment of -

Channel293C3from Cadiz,Kentuckyto
OakGrove, Kentucky, andthe
modificationof the license for Station
WKDZ(FM) to specifyOakGroveasits
communityof license,in accordance
with ~1.420(i)ofthe Commission’s
rules.The coordinatesfor Channel
293C3at OakGroveareNorth Latitude
36—45—05 andWestLongitude87—27—
02.
DATES: Commentsmustbe filed on or
beforeFebruary18, 1994,andreply
commentson orbeforeMarch4, 1994.
ADDRESSES: FederalCommunications
Commission,Washington,DC 20554, In
addition to filing commentswith the
FCC, interested partiesshould serve the
petitioner,or its counselor consultant,
asfollows: PeterTannenwald,Arent,
Fox, Kintner, Plotkin & Kahn,1050
ConnecticutAvenue,NW., Washington,
DC 20036—5339(Counselfor petitioner).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATiON CONTACT:
NancyJ. Walls,MassMediaBureau,
(202)634—6530.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
synopsisof theCommission’sNoticeof
ProposedRule Maldng, MM DocketNo.
93—314,adoptedDecember3, 1993,and
releasedDecember28, 1993. Thefull
textof this Commissiondecisionis
availablefor inspectionandcopying
duringnormalbusinesshoursin the
FCCReferenceCenter(room 239), 1919
M Street,NW., Washington,DC. The
completetext of this decisionmay also
bepurchasedfrom theCommission’s
copycontractors,International
TranscriptionService,Inc., (202)857—
3800, 1919M Street,NW., room 246, or
2100 M Street,NW., suite140,
Washington,DC 20037.

Provisionsof theRegulatory
Flexibility Act of 1980do not applyto
this proceeding.

Membersof thepublic shouldnote
that from thetimeaNoticeof Proposed
Rule Making is issueduntil thematter
is no longersubjectto Commission
considerationor courtreview, all ex
partecontactsareprohibitedin
Commissionproceedings,suchasthis
one,which involve channelallotments.
See47 CFR1.1204(b)for rules
governingpermissibleex partecontacts.

For informationregardingproper
filing proceduresfor comments,see47
CFR 1.415and1.420.

List of Subjectsin 47 CFRPart 73
Radiobroadcasting.

FederalCommunicationsCommission.
JohnKareusos.
ActingChief,AllocationsBranch,Policyand
RulesDivision,MassMediaBureau.
[FR Doc. 93—32042Filed 12—30--93;8:45 amj
BWNO CODE 5712-el-M

DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17 ) ,.— (~Li
RIN1O1S—AC17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Proposed Endangered
Status for Three Puerto Rican Plants

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTiON: Proposedrule.

SUMMARY: The Service proposesto
determineMitracarpusmaxwelliae,
Mitracarpuspolycladus,andEugenia
woodbuiyanato beendangeredspecies
pursuantto the EndangeredSpeciesAct
(Act) of 1973,asamended.M.
maxwelliaeandE. woodbuiyanaare
endemicto PuertoRico. M. polycladus
hasbeenreportedfrom only oneother
island,Saba,in theLesserAntilles. Both
speciesof Mitracarpusare smallshrubs
thatareeachlimited in distributionto
oneareain Gudnica,locatedin
southwesternPuertoRico. E.
woodburyanais known only from
approximately45 individuals at three
locationsin southwesternPuertoRico.
Thesespeciesarevariouslythreatened
by roadconstruction,recreational
activities,wildfires, andlandclearing
associatedwith developmentfor
agricultureandotherpurposes.This
proposal,if madefinal, would provide
M.maxwelliae,M. polycladusandE.
woodburyanawith theFederal -

protectionandrecoveryprovisions
affordedby theAct for listedspecies.
DATES: Commentsfrom all interested
partiesmustbereceivedby March 4.
1994. Public hearingrequestsmustbe
receivedby February17, 1994.
ADDRESSES: Commentsandmaterials
concerningthisproposalshouldbesent
to theField Supervisor,CaribbeanField
Office, U.S. FishandWildlife Service,
P.O. Box 491,Boquerón,PuertoRico
00622.Commentsandmaterials
receivedwill be availablefor public
inspection,by appointment,during
normalbusinesshoursat this office, and
at theService’sSoutheastRegional
Office, suite 1282,75 SpringStreet,
SW., Atlanta, Georgia30303.
FOR FURThERINFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
SusanSilanderat theCaribbeanField
Office address(809/851—7297)orMr.
DaveFlemmingat theAtlantaRegional
Office address(404/331—3580).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Mitracarpusmaxwelliaewas
discoveredon March 8, 1925,by
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NathanielL. Britton on a limestonehill
in themunicipality of Guánica,Puerto
Rico. The sitewaslater rediscoveredby
Alain Liogier in 1982andagainby
GeorgeR. ProctorandMiguel Canalsin
1987. Thespecieshasneverbeenfound
at anyotherlocationbut thetype
locality. At this locality, it is found
alongan unpavedroad,growing on dry
exposedgravel.Approximately1,443
plants,including matureflowering
individuals andseedlings,werecounted
within anareaof about7,500square
meters(Proctor1991a).

Mitracarpusmaxwel]iaeis a low,
densely-branching,moundlikeshrub
thatmay reachapproximately20
centimetersin height. Thesomewhat
woodybranchesarestriateandsharply
4-angled.Theleavesareopposite,
sessile,linearor linear-lanceolate,
denselyscabrous,andfrom 1 to 3
centimeterslongand 2 to 5 millimeters
wide. The flower headsareterminal,
dense,sub-globose,andfrom .8 to 1.3
centimetersin diameter,Thecorollais
white, narrowly funnelform,minutely
glandular-papillose,5 to 6 millimeters
long. Thecapsuleis about1.5
millimeterin diameter,openingby a
transversecircularsplit at aboutthe
middle. Theseedsareellipsoid,
brownish-black,and1.2 millimeters
long and~8millimeter wide.

Mitracarpuspolycladuswasfirst
discoveredgrowingon coastalrocks
nearCañaGorda, Guánica,PuertoRico,
in 1886by PaulSintenis. It wasalso
locatedon the islandof Sabain the
lesserAntilles by theDutchbotanist
Boldingh.Todayit is still knownonly
from thesetwo locations,whereit grows
in crevicesandsoil pocketsof coastal
rocks in aridareas.Exactnumbersof
individuals havebeendifficult to
estimatedueto extremedrought
conditionsin recentyears(Proctor
1991b).

Mitracarpuspolyciadusis a
suffrutescentperennial.It is branched
nearthebase,andtheerector spreading
stemsmayreachup to 45 centimetersin
height.Thebranchesare4-angledand
glabrous.Leavesareopposite,linear to
linear-lanceolate,2 to 4.5 centimeters
long, .3 to .5 centimeterswide,glabrous
andoftenwith an inrolledmargin and
decurrentbase.Theinflorescenceis
terminalandcapitate,8 to 13
millimeters in diameter,manyflowered
andsubtendedby 3 bract-like leaves.
Thecorollais white, about5 millimeters
long, with ovateleaves,The seed
capsuleis 1.5 millimeter in diameter,
sulitungopentransverselybelowthe
middle, andcontainsblackseeds.

Ee~eniawoodburyana,asmall
evergreentree, is endemicto Puerto
Rico andcurrentlyknownfrom only the

SierraBermejain themunicipalitiesof
CaboRojo andLajasandfrom the
GuánicaCommonwealthForestin
Guánica,all in southwesternPuerto
Rico. An additional individual has been
reportedfrom theCaboRojo National
Wildlife Refuge,in CaboRojo,adjacent
to the Sierra Bermeja. Approximately 45
individuals areknown from thesethree
locations.The specieswasonly recently
discoveredanddescribedby Alain
Liogier (Liogier 1980).

Eugeniawoodburyanamay reach6
metersin height.Theleavesare
opposite,obovate,piloseon both sides,
glandular-punctate below, and from 1.5
to 2 centimeterslong and 1 to 1.5
centimeterswide. Theinflorescenceis
axillary, 2 to 5 flowered and with a
peduncle1 to 3 millimeters long. The
calyxis 4-lobedandthepetalsare
white, 4 millimeters long and3.5
millimeterswide. Thestriking fruit is
red uponmaturity, 8-wingedand2
centimetersin diameter.

MitracarpusniaxwelliaeandM.
polycladuswererecommendedfor
Federallisting in areportpreparedby
theSmithsonianInstitution asdirected
by section12 of theEndangeredSpecies
Act of 1973. Thereportwaspresented
to Congressin 1975 asHouseDodument
No. 94—51. Thespecieswere
subsequentlyincludedamongtheplants
beingconsideredas endangeredor
threatenedby theService,aspublished
in theFederal Registernoticeof review
datedDecember15, 1980(45 FR 82480);
theNovember28, 1983 update(48FR
53680), therevisednoticeof September
27, 1985(50 FR 39526),andthe
February21, 1990 (55 FR 6184)notice
of review. In theFebruary21, 1990,
notice, M. maxis’eliiaewasdesignatedas
a category1 species(aspeciesfor which
theServicehassubstantialinformation
supportingtheappropriatenessof
proposingto list themas endangeredor
threatened)andM. polycladusas a
category2 species(ataxonfor which
thereis evidenceof vulnerability, but
for which therewasnot enoughdatato
support listing). Eugeniawoodburyana
wasincludedasa category2 candidate
for listing in theSeptember30,1993,
plant noticeof review, It hasbeen
includedin theCenterfor Plant
Conservation’sReporton RarePlants in
PuertoRico (Centerfor Plant
Conservation1992) as ataxonthatmay
becomeextinct within thenext 10 years.
All threespeciesareconsideredto be
critical plantsby theNaturalHeritage
Programof thePuertoRico Department
of NaturalResources(Departmentof
NaturalResources1993).

Basedon statussurveyreports
completedin 1991, andin conjunction
with otherrecentfield work, theService

recentlyreclassifiedMitracorpus
polycladusandEugeniawoodburyana
ascategory1 candidates.

Section4(b)(3)(B) of theAct, as
amendedin 1982, requirestheSecretary
to makefindings on certainpending
petitionswithin 12 monthsof their
receipt.Section2(b)(1) of the1982
Amendmentsfurtherrequiresthatall
petitionspendingon October13, 1982,
betreatedashavingbeennewly
submittedon that date.This wasthe
casefor MitracarpusmaxwelliaeandM.
polycladus,becausetheServicehad
acceptedthe 1975 Smithsonianreport as
a petition. In eachOctober from 1983
through1992,theServicehasfound that
thepetitionedlisting of thesespecies
waswarrantedbut precludedby other
listing actionsof ahigherpriority, and
thatadditionaldataon vulnerability and
threatswerestill beinggathered.This
proposedrule constitutesthe final 1-
year finding for thesetwo speciesin
accordancewith section4(b)(3llBl(ii) of
theAct.

Summary of Factors Affecting the
Species

Section4(a)(1)of theEndangered
SpeciesAct (16 U.S.C. 1531at seq.)ar1d
regulations(50CFR part424)
promulgatedto implementthe listing
provisionsof theAct set forth the
proceduresf~raddingspeciesto the
Federallists.A speciesmaybe
determinedto beendangeredor
threateneddueto oneor moreof the
five factorsdescribedin section 4(a)(1).
Thesefactorsandtheir applicationto
Mitraccirpusmaxwe!liaeBritton &
Wilson, M. polycladusUrban and
EugeniawoodburyanaAlain areas
follows:

A. ThePresentor Threatened
Destruction,Modification, or
Curtailmentof Its Habitat orflange

In theSierraBermeja,Eugenia
woodburyanais foundon privately
ownedland subjectto intensepressure
for agricultural,rural andtourist
development.The land is currently
beingclearedfor grazingby cattle and
goats.Adjacentland is beingsubdivided
for salein small farms,somedestined
for tourist andurbandevelopment.All
threespeciesarealsofound within the
GudnicaCommonwealthForest;
however,Mitracarpusmaxwelliaearid
M. poivc!adu.carefound along
infrequentlyusedroadwayswherethe~’
mayhe adverselyimpactedin the
future. Any roadimprovement,
widening, or increasein traffic along
theseroadswould result in theloss of
asignificantportion of theonly known
populations.Thesitesof thesetwo
speciesarenearpreferredrecreational
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areas,heavilyutilized duringthe
summermonths.

B. Overutilimtion~frirConrmezcioi,
Reejitional. Scientific,arEducatio~ial
Purposes

Takingfor thesepurposeshasnot
beena documentedfactorin thedecline
of thesespecies.

C. Diseaseor Predation

Diseaseandpredationhavenotbeen
documentedasfactorsin thedeclineof
thesespecies. - -

D. TheInadequacyofExisting
RegulatoryMecha.nisms

TheCommonwealthof PuertoRico -

hasadoptedaregulationthat recognizes
and provides protectionfor certain
Commonwealthlistedspecies.However,
Mitracorpusniaxwe.i.Lkie.Mitrocorpus
poivcladusandEugeniawoodbuiyana
arenot yet ontheCommonwealthlist.
Federallistingwould provide
immediateprotectionand,if thespecies
areultimately placedon the
Commonwealthlist, enhance their
protectionandpossibilitiesfor funding
neededre~arch.

E. OtherNatural or ~fanmade Factors
AffectingIts ContinuedExistence

Oneof themostimportantfactors
affectingthe continuedsurvivalof these
speciesis theirlimited distribution..
Becauseso few individuals areknown
to occur in alimited area,the risk of
extinction is extremelyhigh. Wildfires
area frequent occurrencein this
extremelydryportion of southwestern
PuertoRico. particularlyin thecoastal
roadside areasof Gudnica where
Mit i-acorpusmaxwelliaeand
Mitraccirpuspolycladusarefound.

TheServicehascarefullyassessedthe
bestscientificandcommercial
information availableregardingthepast,
present,andfuturethreatsfacedby
thesespeciesin determiningto propose
this rule. Basedon this evaluation.,the
preferredaction is to- list Mitracarpus
maxwelJio~,.NL paiycicrdusandEugenic
woodburyanaasendangered.M.
rnc.xwelliaeand M. polyciadi.zsare
knownfrom only one locationin. the
Guánicaareaof southwesternPuerto-
Rico. In this areatheyarethreatenedby
roadconstruction,recreationalactivities
andwildflres.£ woodbtrrvonais known
from only approximately45 individuals
at threelocatr.onsin southwestern
PuertoRico. Deforestationfor rural,
agriculturaLandtouristdevelopment
are imminentthreatsto thesurvivalof
thespecies..Therefore,endangered
ratherthanthreatenedstatusseemsan
accurateassessmentof thespecies’
condition.The reasonsfor not

proposingcritical habitat farthese
speciesarediscussedbelowin the
“Critical Habitat”s.ctkis.

Critical H~abiLat
Secti~i4(a)(3laftheAct.as -

amendedrequiresthat,to themaximum
extentprudentanddeterminable,,the
Secretaryproposecrit~l habitatatthe
timethespeciesis proposedto be
endangnredor threetened.Title SO,part
424of the Codeof FederalRegulations,
§ 424.12(1)statesthatdesignationof
critical habitatis not pru~itwhen one
or both of thefollowing situationsexist:
(iJ Thespeciesis threatenedby taking
or otherhumanactivity’, and
identificationof critical habitatcanbe
expectedto increasethedegreeof such
threatto the species,or (11)Such
designationof critical habitat would nat
be beneficialto the species.Both
situationsapplyto Mitrcicarpus
maxw&liae, Mitrrrczirpus polyciadus
and Eugeniawoodbuzyana.

Critical habitatwould notbe
beneficialin. termsof addingadditional
protectionfor thespeciestindersection
7 of the Act. Regulationspromulgated
for the implementationof section7
providefor botha “jeopardy”standard
anda“destructionor adverse
modification” of critical habitat
standard.Becauseof the highly limited
distributionof thesespeciesandtheir
precariousstatus,anyFederalaction
thatwould destroyorhaveany
significantadverseaffect on their
habitatwouldlikely ~resultin ajeopardy
biological opinionundersection7.
Undertheseconditions,no additional
benefitswould accruefromdesignation
of criticalhabitatthatwould notbe
availablethroughlisting alone.

TheServicealsofinds that
designationof critical habitat is not
prudentfor these speciesdue to the
potentialfor taking. The numberof
individuals of Mitracarpusmaxwelliae,
MitracarpuspolyckidusandEugenia
woodbuiyanais sufficientlysmallthat
vandalismandcollectioncould
seriouslyaffectthesurvivalof the
species.Publicationof critical habit-at
descriptionsandmapsin the Federal
Registerwould increasethe likelihood
of such activities.Thesespeciesarenot
protectedby Commonwealthlaw and,
sincethey do not occuron Federal
lands,would receiveno protectionfrom
takingundertheEndangeredSpecies
Act. TheServicebelievesthatFederal
involvementin the areaswherethese
plantsoccurcanbe identifiedwithout
thedesignationof critical habitat. AlL
involved partiesandlandownershave
beennotifiedof thelocationand
importanceofprotectingthesespecies’
habitat.Protectionof thesespecies’ -

habitatwill alsobeaddressedthrough
therweovery processand through the
section7 jeopardy- standard.

AvailabLe ConservationMeasures

Conservationme~iresprovidedto
specieslistedasandangereder
threatenedundertheEndangered
SpeciesAct includerecognition
recoveryactions,requirementsfor
Federalprotection,andprohibitions
againstcertainpractices.Recognition
throughlisting encouragesandresults
in conservationactionsby Federal,
Commonwealth,andprivateagencies,
groupsandindividuals.The
EndangeredSpeciesActprovidesfor
possiblelandacquisitionand
cooperationwith the Commonwealth-,
and requiresthat recoveryactions be
carriedout for all listed species.Such
actions are initiatedby the-Service
following listing. Theprotection
requiredof Federalagenciesandthe
prohibitionsagainstcertainactivities.
involving listedplantsarediscussed,in
part,below.

Section7(a)of theAct, asamended,
requires Federalagenciesto evaluate
their actionswith respectto anyspecies
that is proposed or listed asendangered
or threatenedandwith respectto its
critical habitat,if anyisbeing
designated.Regulationsimplementing
this interagencycooperationprovision
of theAct arecodified at 5(} CFR part
402.. Section71a)(4) requiresFederal
agenciesto conferinformallywith the
Serviceon any actionthat is likely to
jeopardizethe continued existenceof a
proposedspeciesor result in
destructionoradversemodificationof
proposedcritical habitat.If aspeciesis
subsequentlylisted. section7(a}(2)
requiresFederalagenciesto ensurethat
activitiestheyauthorize, fund, or carry
out are not likely to jeopardize-the-
continued existenceof such a speciesor
to destroy or adversely modify its
critical habitat.If aFederalactionmay
affect a listedspeciesor its critical
habitat, theresponsibleFederalagency
mustenterinto formal consultation’with
the Service.

The only currently known Federal
involvement isthroughthe occurrence
of Eugenic woodburyanaon theCabo
Rojo NationalWildlife Refuge.Other
Federal involvementmayoccurin the
future throughthefundingof housing
(Farmer’sHomeAdministration.or
Housing andUrban Development)or
funding utilized for the managementof
the GudnicaCommonwealthForest
(U.S.Department of Agriculture, Forest
Service).

The Actandits implementing -

regulationsfound at 50 CFR 17.61,
17.62,and 17..63setforth a seriesof
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generalprohibitionsandexceptionsthat
apply to all endangeredplants.All trade
prohibitions of section9(a)(2)of the Act,
implementedby 50 ~FR 17.61,apply.
Theseprohibitions, in part,makeit
illegal for anypersonsubjectto the
jurisdiction of theUnited Statesto
importor exportany endangeredplant,
transportit in interstateor foreign
commercein thecourseof commercial
activity, sell or offer it for salein
interstate or foreign commerce,or
remove it from areasunder Federal
jurisdiction andreduceit to possession.
In addition, for endangeredplants, the
1988 amendments(Pub. L. 100—478)to
theAct prohibit the malicious damage
or destructionon Federallandsandthe
removal,cutting,diggingup, or
damagingor destroyingof endangered
plants in knowingviolation of any
Commonwealth law or regulation,
including Commonwealthcriminal
trespasslaw. Certainexceptionscan
applyto agentsof theServiceand
Commonwealthconservationagencies.

TheAct and50 CFR 17.62and 17.63
alsoprovidefor the issuanceof permits
to carryout otherwiseprohibited
activities involving endangeredspecies
undercertaincircumstances.It is
anticipatedthat few tradepermits for
thesethreespecieswill ever be sought
or issued,sincethespeciesarenot
knownto bein cultivationandare
uncommonin thewild. Requestsfor
copiesof the regulations on listedplants
andinquiriesregardingthemmaybe
addressedto theOffice of Management
Authority, U.S. FishandWildlife
Service,4401 N. FairfaxDrive, room
432,Arlington, Virginia 22203(703/
358—2104).

Public Comments Solicited

TheServiceintendsthatanyfinal
actionresulting from this proposal will
be asaccurateandas effective as
possible.Therefore,anycommentsor
suggestionsfrom thepublic, other
concernedgovernmentalagencies,the
scientificcommunity, industry,orany
otherinterestedparty concerningany
aspectof this proposedrulearehereby

solicited.Commentsparticularlyare
soughtconcerning:

(1) Biological, commercialtrade,or
other relevant data concerning any
threat (or lack thereof) to Mitracarpus
niaxwelliae,Mitracarpuspolycladus
and Eugenia wthodburyana;

(2) The location of anyadditional
populations of thesethreespecies,and
the reasonswhy any habitat should or
should not be determinedto be critical
habitat as provided by section4 ofthe
Act;

(3) Additional information concerning
the rangeand distribution of these
species;and

(4) Current or plannedactivities in the
subjectareasandtheir possibleimpacts
on thesethreespecies.

Final promulgation of theregulation
on Mitracarpusmaxwelliae,
MitracarpuspolycladusandEugenia
woodburyanawill take into
considerationthe commentsandany
additional information receivedby the
Service,andsuchcommunicationsmay
lead to the adoption of a final regulation
that differs from this proposal.

The Endangered SpeciesAct provides
for a public hearing on this proposal, if
requested.Requestsmust be filed within
45 daysof the proposal.Such requests
mustbe madein writing and addressed
to the Field Supervisor, Caribbean Field
Office, U.S. Fish andWildlife Service,
P.O. Box 491, Boquerón, Puerto Rico
00622.

National Environmental Policy Act

The Fish andWildlife Servicehas
determinedthat an Environmental
Assessment,as definedunderthe
authorityof theNationalEnvironmental
Policy Act of 1969, neednot be
preparedirs connectionwith regulations
adopted pursuant to section4(a) of the
Endangered SpeciesAct of 1973, as
amended.A noticeoutlining the
Service’sreasonsfor this determination
waspublishedin theFederal Register
on October25, 1983(48 FR 49244).
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List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies,
Exports, Imports.Reportingand
record.keepingrequirements,
Transportation.

Proposed Regulation Promulgation

Accordingly, theServicehereby
proposesto amendpart 17, subchapter
B of chapterI, title 50 of theCodeof
FederalRegulations,as setforth below:

PART 17—[AMENDED]

1. Theauthoritycitation for part~7
continuesto readas follows:

Authority: 16 USC. 1361—1407;16 USC.
1531—1544;16 U.S.C. 4201—4245;Pub. L. 99—
625, 100 Stat. 3500;unlessotherwisenoted.

2. § 17.12(h)is axñendedby adding
thefollowing, in alphabeticalorder,
underMyrtaceaeandRubiaceae,to the
list of EndangeredandThreatened
Plantsto readas follows:

§ 17.12 Endangeredand threatened plants.
* * * * *

(h) * * *

Euger~ia None U.S.A. (PR) E
woocibu~yana.

Myrtaceae.—Myrtlefami!y:

Species

Scientific name Commonname Historic range Status When listed Critical habitat Special rules

NA NA

Rubiaceae—Coffee fam-
ily:
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Species
Historic range. Status Whenlisted CsitlcaFhabitat Specialrules

Scientific name C~n~enname

Mitracarpus
~we~a&

None. ~_. U’S~A(PR) ..~ ... E NA ~~tA

Mitracarpus
poIyciad~&

Noae, . . U.S.A. (PR~~ E — NA NA

Dated:November22, 1993.
RichardN. Smith,
AcongDeputyDirector,Eisho.ndWildlife

rv~ce.
(F~ oo 93—32053Filed 12—30—9a,8:45 aml
BLUNG CODE 4350-55.-P

50 CFR Part17

RiN 1318-AC2

EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlants; ProposedEndangered
Statusfor thePuertoRicanBroad-
winged Hawk andthe PuertoP$ean
Snarp-shlnned Hawk

AGENCY: F~shandWildlife Service,
IntHri or.
ACT!0~:Proposedrule.

SUMM~RY:TheServiceproposesto
dotor-minetheP’nertoRicanbroad-
‘:n~edhawk (ButeopIa~ypterus
!:r~nnosceris)andthePuertoRican
roirp-shinnedhawk(AccIpiterstriatus
toT:nror) to ho endangeredpursuantto

EndcngoredSpeciesAct (Act) of
~ asamonded.Theseuncommon
~‘, ondioudroororsareresaictedto
::~n~nane,go. mrnerLt-ownediorests
::~ori~theCrrdilleraCentral,Sierrada
C:vev and -~r;adeLuquillo. Thereare
~prnx~motelv 155 sharp-shinned

:~v;ksand124broad-wingedhawks
k~and-wide.Both speciesarecurrently
t’.reatnnedby: Timberharvestand
r::naoernentpracticesin theforests;
roodconstructionin relation to
t:mberinp andrecreationalactivities;
::in:oasoin numbersof recreational
foodities,andthedisturbanceassociated
v.’:th public use;mortality andhabitat
do~tructiunfrom hnrricanes;the lackof

nmpreildnsivemanagementplans for
nie Commonwealthforests;possibleloss
of geneticvariationdueto low
populationlevels: andthepotentialfor
~ecnI shooting.The PuertoRican
snarp-shinnedhawk is alsoaffectedby
warblefly parasitism.This proposal,if
madefinai, would providethesespecies
with the Act’s protectionandrecovery
provi:~1ocu.The Serviceseeksdataand
co~nmer~rsf-nm thepublic on this
proposal. -

DATES Cornme~itsfrom all h~tesested
partiesmustbereceivedby May 3,
I 984.Pub& heatingreqtiestsm.ustbe
receivedby February17, 1994,.
ADDRESSES: Comments andmaterials
concerningthis proposalshouidbasent
to theField Supervisor,U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service,CaribbeanField Office,
P.O. Box 491, Boquers3n,Puerto Rico
00622.Comments.andmaterials
receivedwill beavaii~blef~p~ablic
inspection,by appointment,dsiring
normalbusinesshours,aL theCaribbean
Field Office andat the Servica’~
SoutheastRegionalOffice, suite 1282,
75 S~ri~gStreet~SW..Atlanta,Georgia
303(13.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACTSMs.
MarelisaRiveraat theCaribbean Field
Office addressC809/851—7297),orMr.
DaveFlemmingat theAtlanta Regional
Office address(4(141331—3583).

SUPPLEMENTARYINFORMATlON~

Background

The broad-wingedhawk (Buteo
platypterus) wasfirst reportedin Puerto
Ricoby Cundlach(1878). He reported
this speciesas“common” in. the
interior” of PuertoRico. Stahl(1883)

reportedthespeciesas ‘transient”. In
the first half of the 20th century, the
specieswasnot reportedby other
naturaliststhatvisited theisland
(Bowdish 1902.Wetmore1914,and
Danforth 1931). Wetmore (1927)
believedthespeciesextinct.Danforth
andSmyth(1935)collectedaspecimen
in Luquillo (CaribbeanNationalForest)
anddescribedit asadistinct resident
subspecies,thePuerto Rican broad-
winged hawk (Buteoplaiypterus
brunnescens). Danforth.(1936)reported.
sightingsof broad-wingedhawksfrom
Utuado.Leopold(1963)reported the
speciesfrom Luquillo, Utuadoand
Maricaoforests.

The PuertoRicanbroad-wingedhawk
is a dark chocolatebrown, small-sized
hawkthatmeasuresapproximately39
centimeters(15.5 inches).It is smaller
than Buteopiatypterusplatypterusbut
larger than the LesserAntillean
subspecies.This is thedarkest
subspeciesof thebroad-winged hawk.
In adults,the tail, broadlybandedwith

black and white, anti the rufousbreast
arecharacteristic.hnmaturebirds have
dark bars on the breastand lack the
distinctivetail bandsof theadult.
Broadwings flap morethanthe similar
but largerred-tailedhawk (Raffaele
1989).Knowledgeofthe biology of the
PuertoRicanbroad-wingedhawk is
limited. Snyderet al. (1987)conducted
food-habitstudieson oneof the three
nestsfound in the CaribbeanNational
Forestin 197& andonenest foundin
Rio Abajoin 1978. Thepreytypestaken
includedcentipedes.frogs, lizards,
mice,ratsandbirds (includingsomeas
largeas 2.00grams).Studiesof breeding
biology, habitatrequirementsand other
aspectsof this species’biology arenot
availablein theliterature.

ThePuertoRicanbroad-wingedhawk
is anuncommonandextremelylocal
resident.Extant populationsare
restrictedto montanehabitatsof three
forests:Rio AbajoCommonwealth
Forest,CariteCommonwealthForest
andCaribbeanNationalForestBreeding
hasnotbeendocumentedin theCarite
forest(Hernández1980,SnyderetáL
1987). hi foe mid-1980’s,thepopulation
in the CaribbeanNationalForestwas
estimatedto be 40—60 individualsand
15—20 breeding pairs (Santanaand
Temple1984, Snyderet al. 1987). The
broad-wingedhawkswere moreoften
seenin theeasternsideof theCaribbean
NationalForest,andthe tahonucoand.
palocoloradoforesttypeswewreported
to be thepreferredhabitatsfor the
species(Wiley andBauer1985). Lu
1992, 12. broad-wingedhawkswere
sightedin theCaribbeanNationalForest
andthepopulationwasestimatedat 22
individuals (Delannoy1992).These
individuals wereobservedto be
clusteredin thenorth-centralpart of the
forestwithin thesubtropicalwet forest
andsubtropicalrain forest life zones,
wherethetabonucois thedominant
foresttype.

Very little is knownabouttheRIo
Abajo andCariteforestpopulations.
However,it appearsthattheexistenceof
the RIo Abajo population wasknown by
Danforth11936)andLeopold(19fia1
sincetheyboth reportedsightingsof
broad-wicgedhawksfrom Utuado.


