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DEDPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Findings on Petitions and
Initiation of Status Reviews

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of petition findingsand
statusreview.

Limnanthesfloccosasubsp.californica
(ButteCountymeadowfoam),(2) Suisun
songsparrow(Melospizamelodia
maxillaris). (3) BuenaVistaLake shrew
(Sorexornatusrelictus),SantaCatalina
shrew(Sorexornatuswilletti), Suisun
shrew(Sorexornatussinuosus),andsalt
marchwanderingshrew(Sorexvagrans
halicoetes).All threepetitionswere
foundto presentsubstantialinformation
indicatingthat therequestedactions
maybewarranted.A statusreviewof
theSuisunsongsparrow(Melospiza
melodiamaxilaris) is initiated
herewith.Commentsanddataon this
andtheotherspecies(for whichstatus
reviewis alreadyin progress)are
requested.
DATES; Thefindings announcedin this
noticeweremadeduringtheperiodfrom
March 20, 1988,to June28.1988.
Commentsandinformationshouldbe
submittedby February28, 1989.
ADDRESSES: Information, comments,or
questionsshouldbesubmittedto the
FieldSupervisor,EndangeredSpecies,
U.S.FishandWildlife Service,2800
CottageWay, RoomE—1823,
Sacramento,California 95825.The
petitions,findings, supportingdata,and
commentsareavailablefor public
inspection,by appointment,during
normalbusinesshoursat the above
address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mr. DavidHarlow, Acting Field
Supervisor,at theaboveaddress(916/
978—4866or FTS460-4886).
SUPPLEMENTARY iNFORMATION:

Background

Section4(14(3)(A)of theEndangered
SpeciesAct of1973, (Act) asamendedin
1982 (16 U.S.C.1531 et seq.),requires
that theServicemakeafinding on
whetherapetitionto list, delist, or
reclassifyaspeciespresentssubstantial
scientific or commercialinformationto
demonstratethatthepetition actionmay
bewarranted.To themaximumextent
practicable,this finding is to bemade
within 90 daysof thereceiptof the
petition, andthefinding is to be
publishedpromptly in theFederal
Register.If thefinding is positive,the
Serviceis alsorequiredto promptly
commenceareviewof thestatusof the
involvedspecies.

In recentmonthstheServicehas
receivedandmade90-dayfindings on
the following petitions:

CharliceDanielsen,presidentof the
CaliforniaNative PlantSociety,
submittedapetitionto theServiceto
emergencylist Limnanthesfloccosa
subsp.californica (ButteCounty
meadowfoam)asanendangered
species.This petition wasdated

February12. 1988, andreceivedby the
Serviceon February22, 1988.The
petitionreportedthat only fourof the
originaleight knownpopulationsremain
of this subspecies,which is restrictedto
vernalpool habitatsin Butte County,
California.A field surveyto precisely
delimit thenumberanddistribution of
meadowfoampopulationsrecentlyhas
beencompleted.Although reportedly
additionalpopulationsites werelocated,
thefinal reportregardingthesurvey
resulthasnot beenreleased.All
informationnow availableto theService
tendsto confirm thepetitionclaim.
Therefore,the Servicefoundthat this
petitiondid presentsubstantial
informationindicatingthat the
requestedactionmaybewarranted.In
the caseof positivefindings,theService
is requiredto initiate a statusreviewof
the involvedspecies.However,astatus
reviewof this taxonalreadyis in
progress.asit wasincludedasa
categoty1 specieson theService’s
Reviewof Plantsin theFederalRegister
of September27, 1985 (50FR 39559).

Dr. JoeT. Marshallandnine
associatesjointly submittedapetitionto
list asendangeredtheSuisunsong
sparrow(Melospizamelodiamaxillaris).
Anincompleteversionof this petition
wassubmittedon November23, 1987,
andacompletepetitionwasreceivedby
theServiceon December22, 1987.This
subspeciesof songsparrowis endemic
to the tidal marshesof SuisunBay,
SolanoCounty,California.Thepetition
containeddocumentationthat the
subspecieshassufferedalossof
approximately90 percentofits
historicalhabitatfrom diking andfilling
activities,andthat it currentlyfaces
lesserthreatsfrom avarietyof factors,
suchaspredationandpollution.All
informationpresentlyavailaleto the
Servicetendsto confirm theseclaims.
TheService,therefore,foundthat this
petitionpresentedsubstantial
informationindicatingthattherequired
actionmaybewarranted.Additional
informationis needed,particularlyon
currentthreatsto this subspecies,before
properstatusdeterminationcanbe
made.In thecaseof positivefindings,
the Serviceis requiredto initiate a
statusreviewof the involvedspecies.
Hence,theServiceseeksadditional
informationconcerningthis song
sparrow.

Ms. Doris Dixon, representingThe
InterfaithCouncil for theProtectionof
AnimalsandNature,submitteda
petition to list four speciesof California
shrews,theBuenaVista lakeshrew
(Sorexornatusrelictus),SantaCatalina
shrew(Sorexornatuswilletti), Suisun
shrew(Sorexornatussinuosus),andsalt

SUMMARY: TheFish andWildlife Service
(Service)announces90-dayfindings for
threeEndangeredSpeciesAct listing
petitionsfiled with respectto: (1)
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marshwandering(vagrant)shrew List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17
(Sorexvagranshalicoetes).This petition Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife,
wasdatedApril 15, 1988, andwas Fish,Marinemammals,Plants
receivedby the Serviceon April 18, (agriculture).
1988.Materialsattachedto thepetition,
excerptedfrom acontractreport Dated:December22, 1988.
completedfor the CaliforniaDepartment BeckyNortonDunlop,
of FishandGame,indicatedthat these AssistantSecretaryforFishandWildlifeand
shrewshavebeenseverelyimpactedby Parks.
conversionordegradationof habitats [FR Doc. 88—30100Filed 12—29—88;8:45 amj
resultingfrom wetlandmodificationfor BILUNG COOf 4310-55-U

urbanor agriculturalpurposes,water
diversion,and/orintroductionof exotic
animalspecies.Informationavailable
from Service-fundedstatussurveysfor
theCatalinas’irew, salt marsh
wanderingshrew,andSuisunshrew,
substantiatesthis claim. Recent
sightingsof two BuenaVistalake
shrewsconfim that thesubspeciesis
still extant.Therarity of theseanimals,
however,hasrestrictedthe ability of
investigatorsto gatherinformation
relatingto currentdistributionand
populationtrends.The Servicefound
thatsubstantialinformationwas
presentedin the petition andthe
petitionedactionmay bewarrantedfor
thesefour taxa.In thecaseof positive
findings,theServiceis requiredto
initiate statusreviewsof theinvolved
species.However,statusreviewsof the
shrewscoveredby the subjectpetition
alreadyarein progress,asthesetaxa
were includedascategory2 speciesin
the Service’sReviewof Vertebrate
Wildlife that waspublishedin the
FederalRegisterof September18, 1985
(50FR 37958—37967).

The Servicewould appreciateany
additionaldata,comments,and
suggestionsfrom the public, other
concernedgovernmentalagencies,the
scientificcommunity, industry,orany
otherinterestedparty concerningthe
statusof thesespecies,particularlythe
Suisunsong sparrow.

Author

This noticewaspreparedby Dr.
KathleenE. Franzreb,Endangered
SpeciesOffice, U.S. FishandWildlife
Service,2800CottageWay, RoomE—
1823, Sacramento,California 95825(916/
978—4866orFl’S 460—4866).

Authority

The authority for this actionis the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973,as
amended:Pub.L. 93—205, 87Stat. 884;
Pub.L. 94—359, 90 Stat.911; Pub. L. 95—
632.92 Stat.3751; Pub.L. 96—159,93 Stat.
1225;Pub.L. 97—304,96 Stat.1411;Pub.L.
100—478,102Stat. 2306; Pub.L. 100—653,
102 Stat. 3825 (16U.S.C.1531 et seq.);
Pub. L. 99—625, 100 Stat. 3500,unless
otherwisenoted.
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