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AMERICAN LOBSTER FINAL RULE 
-Small Entity Compliance Guide- 

Offshore Area 3 - New Federal Regulations 

NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) recently published in the Federal Register a Final Rule regarding 
Federal American lobster management in the Exclusive Economic Zone, consistent with recommendations for Federal 
action in Addenda 11,111, IV and XI to Amendment 3 of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission's Interstate 
Fishery Management Plan for American Lobster. Subsequent to the publication of a Proposed Rule in the Federal 
Register on June 20,2007 (72 FR 33955), this Final Rule implements new Federal lobster regulations to facilitate lobster 
broodstock protection and trap fishing effort reduction in Lobster Conservation Management Area 3 (Area 3) as 
summarized in this compliance guide. 

Effective ": 
Increase lobster miiimum carapace length (gauge) in Area 3 

The first of two 1/32 inch (0.08 cm) gauge increases is effective 
NOV 4 2007 

, increasing the legal 
minimum size of lobster in Area 3 to 3 15/32 inches (8.8 1 cm); 

5% Trap Allocation Reduction - See Column 3, Table 1 on reverse side of this page 
5% trap allocation reduction for all trap vessels eligible to fish in Area 3. 

Effective July 1,2008: 
Gauge Increase 

The second of two 1/32 inch (0.08 cm) gauge increases is effective on July 1,2008, culminating in a legal 
minimum carapace' length for lobster in Area 3 of 3 !A inches (8.89 cm); 

5% Trap Allocation Reduction - See Column 4, Table 1 on reverse side of this page 
A second 5% trap allocation reduction for all Area 3 trap vessels. 

Effective July 1.2009: 
2.5% Trap Allocation Reduction - See Column 5, Table 1 on reverse side of this page 

A 2.5% trap allocation reduction for all Area 3 trap vessels. 

Effective July 1.20 10: 
Increase in Lobster Trap Escape Vent Size for Area 3 

An increase in the Area 3 lobster trap escape vent size to 2 1/16 inches X 5 314 inches rectangular (5.24 X 14.61 
cm) or two circular vents at 2 11/16 inches diameter (6.83 cm) by July 1, 2010; 

2.5% Trap Allocation Reduction- See Column 6, Table 1 on reverse side of this page 
A final trap allocation reduction of 2.5% for all Area 3 trap vessels. 

The Final Rule and Environmental Assessment/Regulatory Impact ReviewJFinal Regulatory Flexibility Analysis 
prepared for this regulatory action are available via the Northeast Regional Office web site at: 
h~://www.nero.noaa.~v/ . Visit the web site and click on Hot News to access the documents. Or, you may request the 
documents by telephone at (978) 28 1-9327, or in writing to Harold Mears, Director, State, Federal and Constituent 
Programs Office, NMFS, One Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930. 

+Aki&LJ/ tricia A. Burkul 

Regional Administrator 

Attachment: Trap Reduction Schedule (on back of this page). 



Table 1. Area 3 Lobster Trap Reduction Schedule, 2007 - 2010. 


