
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
NORTHEAST REGION 
55 Great Republic Drive 
Gloucester, MA 01930-2276 

JAN 2 2 al10 
Dear Atlantic herring vessel owner or dealer: 

This letter clarifies the notification and reporting requirements for participants in the Federal 
Atlantic herring (herring) fishery. If a vessel harvests, possesses, or lands herring in or from the 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) on any fishing trip, it is considered to be participating in the 
Federal herring fishery. As you may know, some vessel owners and operators failed to comply 
with reporting requirements in previous years. These violations undermined the monitoring 
program established to assure that catch in the fishery does not exceed specified levels. Please 
share this information with all of your vessel operators. 

The notification and reporting requirements are outlined below: 

1. If a vessel has been issued a limited access herring permit (i.e., All Areas Limited Access 
Permit, Areas 2 and 3 Limited Access Permit, Incidental Catch Limited Access Permit) a vessel 
representative must activate the vessel monitoring system (VMS) unit and declare that the vessel 
is participating in the herring fishery by entering the code "HER" prior to leaving port. If a 
vessel representative declares the vessel out of the herring fishery (DOF) prior to leaving port to 
target a non-VMS required species, such as mackerel, that vessel may not harvest, possess, or 
land herring on that trip. 

2. If a vessel has been issued an All Areas Limited Access Herring Permit or an Areas 2 and 3 
Limited Access Herring Permit, and is on a declared herring trip with either midwater trawl or 
purse seine gear, then a vessel representative must: 

•	 Obtain the appropriate letter of authorization (LOA) for the gear fished before
 
commencing any fishing trip;
 

•	 Provide notice and contact information (e.g., contact name and phone number; vessel 
name; date, time, and port of departure) to the Observer provider (508-990-9057) at least 
72 hours prior to beginning any trip; 

•	 Carry an observer on board if intending to fish using midwater trawl in Northeast (NE) 
multi species Closed Area 1; and 

•	 Notify the National Marine Fisheries Service Office of Law Enforcement (via VMS) of 
the time and place of offloading at least 6 hours prior to crossing the VMS demarcation 
line on their return trip to port, or, for vessels that have not fished seaward of the VMS 
demarcation line, at least 6 hours prior to landing. 

3. The representative of any vessel issued a limited access herring permit must submit a herring 
catch report via the Interactive Voice Response (IVR) system each week (by midnight on 
Tuesday for the preceding week), even if there is no fishing activity. Vessel representatives are 
asked to consider voluntarily making the IVR report at the end of every trip, to enable the 
Northeast Regional Office to improve monitoring. If you submit an IVR report at the end of 



every trip, the weekly herring IVR catch report is still due by midnight on Tuesday, even if there 
is no fishing activity. 

4. The representative of any vessel issued an open access permit for herring that catches 2,000 
pounds or more of herring on any trip in a week must submit a herring catch report via the IVR 
system for that week (by midnight on Tuesday for the preceding week). 

5. The representative of any vessel issued a herring permit (i.e., limited access or open access) 
must maintain on board the vessel, and submit monthly, an accurate fishing vessel trip report 
(VTR) for each fishing trip (by the 15th of each month for the preceding month). 

6. If a vessel has been issued an All Areas Limited Access Permit or Areas 2 and 3 Limited 
Access Permit and a Herring Carrier LOA, the limited access herring permit reporting 
requirements still apply. Therefore, a vessel representative must: 

•	 Submit IVR reports weekly, even if there is no fishing activity during a week; 
•	 Submit VTRs monthly, even if there is no fishing activity during the previous month; 
•	 Provide notice and contact information (e.g., contact name and phone number; vessel 

name; date, time, and port of departure) to the Observer provider (508-990-9057) at least 
72 hours prior to beginning any trip; and 

•	 Notify the National Marine Fisheries Service Office of Law Enforcement (via VMS) of 
the time and place of offloading at least 6 hours prior to crossing the VMS demarcation 
line on their return trip to port, or, for vessels that have not fished seaward of the VMS 
demarcation line, at least 6 hours prior to landing. 

7. Herring catch may only be sold to federally permitted dealers or at-sea processors, unless it is 
being sold at-sea to a vessel that is purchasing the herring for its own use as bait. 

We have received several requests asking for clarification of the reporting requirements for both 
vessels and dealers, especially those involved in pair trawling and the transfer of herring at sea. 
These activities have specific reporting requirements, and may also require an LOA to be issued 
by the Northeast Region Permit Office. Additional guidance on reporting requirements for pair 
trawling, purse seining, transfe~ing herring at sea, and receiving herring at sea is provided in an 
attachment. 

If you have reporting or regulatory questions, please phone the numbers provided: 
•	 Dealer reporting - 978-281-9212; 
•	 IVR reporting - 978-281-9209; 
•	 VTR reporting - 978-281-9246; and 
•	 Regulations - 978-281-9315. 

Sincerely, 

wP~.K~k1~~ 
c.s Regional Administrator 
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