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Background 

 Grant program originated in the years following the 
first Power Act 

 
 The 1983 and 1986 Power Plans called BPA into 

action  
 

 BPA responded by establishing the grant program 
 

 BPA (as an agency under DOE) piggy backed on 
the DOE program  
• the program was well established, successful, 

and had a network of local community agencies 
already in place. 
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1986 Plan
Objective #2, Page 9-11:
“Ensure that the residential weatherization program operates reliably across all segments of the existing residential sector, including achieving penetration rates into low income and rental housing at least in proportion to their share if the service territory of each utility operating the Bonneville program. Bonneville should provide assistance to utilities to achieve and maintain proportional penetration.”
Status and Review page 9-11 and 9-12: 
“In the 1983 Action Plan, the Council noted that utility conservation programs were not reaching low income or rental housing. Experience over the past two years indicate that Bonneville is still not succeeding in reaching these two target groups in proportionate shares to their presence in the population in many of the service territories of utilities operating the Bonneville program. There appears to be difficulty in identifying eligible low income households in some service territories. The reasons include lack of information on the penetration of previous Bonneville or other federal programs, the limited accuracy of census data, and the reluctance of individuals to identify themselves as being eligible for the program. In addition, some utilities do not appear to support the program. The Council stated, in the 1983 plan that Bonneville should provide for 100% of the costs of all measures installed in low income homes. Data indicate that many low income home weatherizations funded by Bonneville in the State of Washington require financial supplements from other federal programs. These other federal programs, with limited budgets, are required to serve homes using all fuels. The Council believes that these tax supported programs should not have to bear costs that the region’s electric power system should be assuming for the purchase of conservation resources.”
Activities: Existing Residential Buildings on page 9-12;
“Assure that the weatherization program achieves penetration rates for low income households, in both owner-occupied and rental housing, at least in proportion to their share of all electrically heated households in the service territory of each utility that offers a Bonneville program. By FY 88, adjust the overall weatherization budget to increase low income and renter budget shares to account for any shortfall in penetration rates for the FY 84-87 program years. Continue this adjustment until the low income and renter program has cumulatively met its proportionate share objectives. Bonneville should report, on a quarterly basis, each utility’s progress toward meeting its budget and unit goals for low income and rental weatherization. In order to develop more accurate estimates of proportionate share, Bonneville in cooperation with its utility program operators, should undertake further analysis of available data on low income and rental populations, including the results of earlier participation in federal weatherization programs.” 
“Develop, test and evaluation options for alternative service providers for part or all of the low income weatherization program. Recommendation should be made and implemented no later than the start of FY 87 program year.” 
“In FY 87, implement administrative actions and marketing approaches that can be used successfully to reach low income consumers. Such actions include the elimination of budgets for non-low income weatherization from utility operators that fail to achieve their low income target shares.”
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Low Income Energy Efficiency Grant Program 

 Public purpose program funded through IPR 
process and set by the Administrator. Separate 
process and funding from the EE acquisition 
program 

 
 $5.2 million dollar annual budget 

 
 In 1999, $500,000 (of the $5M) was set aside 

to be directly distributed from BPA for the 
“Tribal Set Aside” program 
 

 Remaining 4.6 million is distributed to states in 
the form of grants 
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Formula- HUD Poverty for state/HUD poverty for region
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Grant Program Implementation 

 BPA administers 2-year grants to the states of WA, 
OR, MT, ID 
 

 The states contract out the funding to local CAAs.  
 

 The states and CAAs are monitored by DOE, and 
adhere to all DOE’s requirements and standards 
including;  training standards, audits and inspections, 
monitoring, file management, and cost effective 
criteria (SIR).  
 

 Additionally, BPA collects quarterly reports on units 
served under the program 
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Grants Compliment DOE program 
 Grants follow the DOE program with the exception of 

the following 
• 30% for health and safety (DOE is 15%) 
• 30% for LIWx repairs (DOE 15%) 
• Allows for some appliances  
• No age requirement for dwelling 
• Can return to unit as many times as necessary 
• Must be in BPA customer territory and be an 

electrically heated home 
 DOE’s Weatherization Assistance  Program 

information: http://www.waptac.org/ 
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The Department of Energy’s Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) was established in 1976, and since inception, has weatherized over 7 million homes.

http://www.waptac.org/
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Tribal Set Aside Program 

 The Tribal Set Aside Program allows for a more 
effective way in reaching Native Americans.  

 The program allows for flexibility in the 
implementation based on the tribe’s specific 
needs. Often times tribes work with CAAs 

 Many tribal residents are more  comfortable 
participating in the program when fellow tribal 
members are their primary contact 

 Can provide long term employment 
opportunities for tribes 
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Contact Information 
 

Carrie Nelson 
cenelson@bpa.gov 

503.230.4785 
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