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SUPPLEMENTARYINFORMATION:

Background

Restoringan endangered or
threatenedspeciesorplant to thepoint
whereit is againasecure,self..
sustainingmemberof itsecosystemis a
primary goalof the U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service’sendangeredspecies
program.To helpguidethe recovery
effort, theServiceis workingto prepare
recoveryplansfor mostof thelisted
speciesnativeto theUnitedStates.
Recoveryplansdescribeactions
considerednecessaryfor conservationof
thespecies,establishthem,andestimate
time andcostfor implementingthe
recoverymeasuresneeded.

The EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973
(Act), asamended(16U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.)requiresthedevelopmentof
recoveryplansfor listedspeciesunless
sucha planwould not promotethe
conservationof aparticularspecies.
Section4(f) of theAct, asamendedin
1988, requiresthatpublic noticeandan
opportunity for public reviewand
commentbeprovidedduring recovery
plan development.TheServiceand
other Federalagencieswill alsotake
thesecommentsinto accountin the
courseof implementingapproved
recoveryplans.

This Technical/AgencyDraft is for
Leptocereusgranticnus,acactus
endemicto theCuiebra,asmallisland
off northeasternPuertoRico. Only one
populatior is currentlyknownand
consistsof approximately50
individuals.This spinelesscactus.
reachingup to 2 metersin heightand 3
to. 5 centimetersin diameter,occursin
d thicketsalongarocky shorelinein
southwesternCulebra.Thepopulations
is threatenedby agricultural,residential.
andtourist developmenton theadjacent
uplands,cutting for useas livestock
feed,damagefrom heavystormsurge.
andpossiblecollection.

Pubjic CommentsSolicited

TheServicesolicitswrittencomments
on therecoveryplandescribed.All
commentsreceivedby thedatespecified
abovewill be consideredprior to
approvalof theplan.

Authority

The authorityfor this action is
Section4(1) of theEndangeredSpecies
Act. 16 U.S.C. 1531.

Dated:August25. 1994.
JamesP. Oland,
Field Supervisor.
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Notice of Availability of a Draft
RecoveryPlan for the Sensitive Joint-
Vetch for Review and Comment
AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of documentavailability.

SUMMARY: The U.S. FishandWildlife
Serviceannouncestheavailability for
public review of a draft RecoveryPlan
for thesensitivejoint-vetch
(Aeschynomenevirginica). The sensitive
joint-vetchis anannuallegumethat
occursin intertidalareasalongriver
systemsin NorthCarolina.Virginia.
Maryland,andNewJersey.Thespecies
waslistedas athreatenedspeciesin
1992 dueto destructionanddegradation
of its habitat.Theprimaryrecovery
strategyfor this speciesis to protect
extantsensitivejoint-vetchsiteswithin
six watershedsin Virginia, Maryland.~.
andNewjersey.The Servicesolicits
review andcommentfrom thepublic on
this draftPlan.
DATES: Commentson thedraftRecovery
Plan mustbe receivedby December1,
1994. to receiveconsiderationby the
Service.
ADDRESSES: Personswishing to review
thedraftRecoveryPlancanobtaina
copy from theU.S. FishandWildlife
Service.Virginia FieldOffice, Mid-
CountyCenter,U.S. Route 17, White
Marsh,Virginia 23183,telephone(804)
693—6694.Commentsshouldbesentto
this address,to theattentionof Cindy
Schulz.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Cindy Schulz(seeADDRESSES).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Restoringanendangeredor
threatenedanimalor plant to thepoint
whereit is againasecure,self-
sustainingmemberof its ecosystemis a
primary goal of theU.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service’sendangeredspecies
program.To help guidethe recovery
effort, theServiceis working to prepare
RecoveryPlansfor mostof thelisted
speciesnativeto the UnitedStates.
RecoveryPlansdescribeactions
considerednecessaryfor conservationof
thespecies,establishcriteriafor the
recoverylevelsfor downlistingthem.
andestimatetimeandcostfor
implementingtherecoverymeasures
needed.

The EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973
(Act), asamended(16 U.S.C.1531 et
seq.)requiresthe developmentof
RecoveryPlansfor listed speciesunless
suchaPlanwould not promote the
conservationof aparticularspecies.
Section4(f) of the Act, as amendedin

1988,requiresthat public noticeandan
opportunity for public reviewand
commentbeprovided duringRecovery
Plan development.The Servicewill
considerall informationpresented
duringapublic commentperiodprior to
approvalof eachneworrevised
RecoveryPlan.TheServiceandother
Federalagencieswill alsotakethese
commentsinto accountin thecourseof
implementingRecoveryPlans.

Thedocumentsubmittedfor reviewis
thedraftSensitiveJoint-Vetch
(Aeschynomenevirginica) Recovery
Plan.The Sensitivejoint-vetchis an
annuallegumeof thebeanfamily native
to theeasternUnited States.This
speciesoccursin freshwatertidal river
systems;currently. it is known trama
total of 24 extantsites,including onein
Newjersey,onein Maryland,two in
NorthCarolinaand20 in Virginia.
Almost everypopulationof this species
is subjectto waterwithdrawalprojects
or habitat loss,modification, or
degradationfrom development.

Thegoal of thesensitivejoint-vetch
recoveryprogramis to protect,
maintain,andincreasethespeciesand
its habitat,enablingeventualremovalof
this plant from theFederallist of
endangeredandthreatenedwildlife and
plants.This will beaccomplished
throughhabitatprotection(preventing
habitatdestructionanddeterioration)at
the landscapelevel andpossiblyby
finding additionalpopulations.

ThedraftRecoveryPlanis being
submittedfor agencyreview, After
considerationof commentsreceived
duringthereviewperiod, thePlanwill
be submittedfor final approval.

Public CommentsSolicited

The Servicesolicitswritten comments
on theRecoveryPlan described.All
commentsreceivedby thedatespecified
abovewill be consideredprior to
approvalof thePlan.

Authority

Theauthorityfor this actionis
Section4(1) of theEndangeredSpecies
Act, 16 U.S.C. 1533(f).

Dated:August26, 1994.
Cathy Short,
ActingRegionalDirector.
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