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Northern Red Hake Measures 

 

 

Effective Date: May 1, 2014

 
We have determined that the annual catch limit for northern red hake was exceeded by 45 

percent in 2012.  As required by the regulations, the incidental possession limit trigger for 

northern red hake has been reduced beginning in fishing year 2014 to 45 percent, or 89,585 lb, of 

the total allowable landings.   

For fishing year 2014, if the incidental possession limit trigger is reached or exceeded, the 

possession limit for northern red hake will be reduced from 5,000 lb per trip to the incidental 

limit of 400 lb per trip.  We will notify you through a separate letter when the trigger is met and 

we reduce the possession limit.  

Frequently Asked Questions 

Does this reduction apply to only vessels targeting 

whiting and that are fishing in one of the whiting 

exempted fishing areas?     

No, this applies to all vessels in possession of northern 

red hake.   

Does this change the incidental possession limit 

trigger for any other small mesh multispecies? 

No, this applies only to northern red hake.  The incidental 

possession limit triggers for northern silver hake, southern 

whiting, and southern red hake remain at 90 percent. 

When will the 45 percent trigger be lifted?  The reduced trigger will remain in effect until the 

New England Fishery Management Council changes 

it, unless the ACL is again exceeded, in which case 

we will further adjust the trigger point. 

 


