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Conceptual Steps for Columbia Basin Partnership

• Existing goals
• Current status and 

trends
• Current conditions

Compile Existing 
Information 

• Identify key 
questions to guide 
discussions

• Discuss and 
develop principles 
for conservation and 
harvest

• Develop analytical 
approach

• Establish technical 
teams

Moving 
Forward

Numerical 
Goals

• Harvest goals in 
each fishery, by 
species

• Natural escapement 
goals, by species

• Hatchery 
escapement goals 
by species
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Purpose
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Summary of Recovery Goals for Grande Ronde MPG of Snake 
River Spring/Summer Chinook Salmon
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Escapement Goals

Plan/Objectives Natural Escapementa
Total Return 

(including Harvest & Natural Escapement)
NOAA's Endangered Species Act Recovery Plan (proposed):

Grande Ronde/Imnaha MPG 5,750b n/a

Washington's Broad Sense Recovery Goals
Wenaha River n/a 1,335

Northwest Power & Conservation Council Subbasin Plans:
Grande Ronde & Imnaha Subbasins 8,800-16,200 >10,740 - 21,740

Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi Wa-Kish-Wit:
Grande Ronde & Imnaha Subbasins n/a 21,740

Nez Perce Tribe Fisheries Resources Management Plan:f

Grande Ronde & Imnaha Subbasins

Viable abundance threshold 6,000 n/a

Sustainable escapement n/a 22,300

Ecological escapement n/a 157,000

Lower Snake River Compensation Plan:
Grande Ronde & Imnaha Rivers 9,030 45,150

a Natural escapement may have been defined differently, in terms of natural-versus hatchery original parentage, by each planning group.
b Sum of Minimum Abundance Thresholds (MAT)

DISCUSSION DRAFT



DISCUSSION DRAFT



Examples of other information:
• Hatchery programs and production levels
• Habitat condition and capacity
• Harvest rates
• Hydro system survival
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Small Group Discussion Questions

• Setting the Stage: Information on existing goals, population 
structure/scale, current species status

• What additional information would be useful? 
• Do you agree with using the MPG scale? If not, are there 

alternative suggestions?

• Aligning regional goals: How to structure the regional 
dialogue?

• Key questions that are relevant to developing common fish 
recovery goals? 
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